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‘ _.. .;..r,c. ...
hh - ING,"; & six-heur “'docu-

s ' drama” being . presented’

i by NBC-TV in two-hour .
v segments, of consecutive -
nights, begins-Sunday at 9 B.M. Already -
the production {s caught.up in'an un~
ysually blustery swirl of vested-interest ,
-eriticism - and . potential ; controversy.;
Written and directed by Abby ‘Mann,

project, , reportedly. costing nearly -
‘million, trgces the life of Martin Luther
King Jr. from the 1953 courtship of his
future wife, Coretta, to his murder at.a .
Memphis Motel in 1968, . " - ERu)
As a portrait of Dr; King, this is -
inevitably = portrait of the civil-rights
movement, specifically the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. Perhaps .
@ ‘degree of factionalism is unavoidable
in any movement, and that is where vest- =
ed interests enter the picture. Hosea Wil- .
lams and the Rev. Dr. Raiph D, Aberna-:;
thy, current Jeaders:of S.C.L.C., are con-
tending that Mr. Mamn"s' script inflates
the roles played by, among others, Mrs.
King, Stanley Levison, a. white King =i
who is now . King’s lawyer, and An-
drew Young, now United States' Chief :
Delegate to the United Nations.) '} .2
DL S & o 1)
Undoubtedly ths S,C.L.C. leaders have i ,
a point. The character of Dr. Abernathy
is decidedly minor in the film, and Mr, R
Willlams Is excluded altogether.But Mr. 7 <5 : : ; e PR TN
Maun, | in om_ﬂ York thls wesk e & pur. 1 Paul Wintield, in white hat, as Martin Luther King Jr, and Cicely Tyson, next;to him, as his
se was to capture Dr. King as o man.:Wife; Corettayin King;" to be shown on Ch.4 Sunday, Monday-and Tuesday. . R A
&n hu_mwhﬁmanhﬂ:_m J__v?mhﬂ& cu_mﬂﬂwwwu.m el T e R e e e T F ] n't happen that
em e tho essential for.! --"Hie ¥odb S35 04 i by e Qe mar o % b e th y i
Hinminating his. central subject—Dr, King:£0; but fater invited him back after poth- { Beyond factional ego battles, the fiim ﬁwﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂ?ﬂ: maie e heliove
ond his unehalcable balief in nonviglence, . »ing had come of the Hoover tactic; £ -,  ‘duite intentionally runs into explosive o e g b
 The role of ‘Mr, Levison becomes ' Some pbservers argue that'this preoc-  controversy-with a clear implication Purely as “docu-drama,” “King" does
‘srominent, then, as an.llustration of Dy, ; Cupation with Mr.-Levison In the film  that the F-1 was to some degree in- ot avoid the familiar pitfalls of the
ing's basic decericy. The late Robert m\ suggests” that Dr. King. had to rely on ,volved in the King assassination. Mr, treachérous form. It is conceded ma%sw
Kennedy suggested that Mr, Levison be’a white' man: for ‘his guidance and elo- Hoover is portrayed as a harassing rac. ~ outset that “in ,some r._ﬂnﬁ.. ,B._
droj from the movement because the’ quence, Bug the, film does no such thing., Ist psychopath fighting the specter of  logue, action and composite characters
late J. ' Edgar.Hooyer, Director of ‘the | Time and time again; Dr. King is;shown %Ex insurrection,” Black  anti-King were created to advance _e_a. qwa&
Fedefal Bureay of Investigation,.search-" to be almost fiercely independent, some-. Ewcamz&o_.a in Memphis are shown At times, newsreel ...oo_.n..muw 5 nﬂsz.%n__n.
ing for smear material, was preparing times going counter fo the advice &.aﬂ__ __wﬂ. omo oww.s.m M.%%.nﬂwﬁ%&?ﬂwiwvﬂn ﬁﬁr gﬂ__.w_wa%%aﬁ %»:%owawoaw oy
10 accuse the lawyer of being a Commu- his aides, The best example Is provide Ten ABORBIE Tor Bie TNty o atd- | ?R.gewuuas sﬁgo.mwmai&nﬁ_r (g
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TV: 6-Hour ‘King, Drama of Civil Rights Drive

Ist. Dr. King reluctantly let Mr. Levison - by hi {tion to the Vietnam War, i+
nist. L ng relu y let Mr, Le by his opposition to the Vigtnan A lenly transferred to new. heats. One ::ia-brief but powerful scene between:
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. De_Xing_snd_the_late_Maloglm X, &’
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Black Muslim leader, the first scene
that Mr. Mann actually wrote in his
12-year project, is made to take place
at a time that would be one year after
Malcolm's death. Mr. Mann presses his:
defense: “If you don't distort the peo-.
w_m if you don't distort what they say,"
At mo_....mu.» matter where you insert the
material.” But the demands of telpvi-

sfon, with its peculiar mixture of news
and enterlainment, are justifiably more
rigid than the subjective choices of a
" Does *Ring" captire Majtin Luther'
L " ca n er
‘King Jr, as-a man? To'a remarkable
extent; yes, Paul Winfield's perform-
ance as Dr, ds-ext nary -in
‘most respects, Although the actor can't
quite %uzm.mﬁ ‘the magnificent reso-
-Dr,

“nances, of -Dr. ...nw_wmm._%w:n. speaking,

:he fully”embodiés the. determination,

innerstrength .and’ dignity of & born .

;leader. < He “*commands ;ﬂmﬂn even

& “As - Corétta; King,  Clesly- Tyson' Is

tisa .:muw.;aunu -m-ﬁﬂw\neﬁgw :
an irritating primness that. seems to
‘have seriously infected her acting re-

cently. But most of the*supporting cast'
is, ‘good,’ notably ' Howard . Rollins as’
Andrew ' Young:: Kenneth -McMillan as |
Eugene’(Bull) Connor, the Police Com- |
missioner' of Birmingham, 'Ala.; ‘Dick
Anthony - Williams as . Malcolm X, Al
Freeman Jr. as Damon Lockwood (one’,

of the com dhiaracters), and’

clally, Ossle: Davis. a3 Martin i
King. 8r,, & tower: of belevalent. tyran--
ny, ....m.uﬂ..‘..,.‘__..ﬂ........m‘vmu_;..w_.. .q._”.... qi,. e
Raal RS A st 1
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“dealing ; s privata domes- -
itic concerns, which rarely amount to:

Coreen servings of Uia;maln Bicsiness
Jtween s & main bu
‘at hind, The major -dramatic thrusts
{ire obviously contained In the gﬁ_“u.
movements of Dr, King's public |
Montgomety to Birminghem to Selma.
o cago, v from  busing ‘to ‘voting
‘ights to the VietnamiWar to-the na-
tom'spoor,: s b i
. For *the Kennedys, he was EEsN
laking action too: soon, For the F.B.L,
he was_always d too much. For
some of his own colleagues;' he was
not diplomatic , enough.- His’ Vietnam-
tests, sald, allenated President

yndon B, Johnson.and “put-a slur'®

on black mnﬁonusm For. the ¢ountry,
Jin the end, he was one.of the most
dynamic’ and important leaders of the
century, This is the message that

,comes through clearly in “King." ...




