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Rt 8, Fredericlk, Md. 21701

10/5/69
Dear Gery,

Yihen you were not menly encugh to snswer my previoue letters, I decided
thet witn #11 L have tn do, 1'd just forget 1t. However, beceuse of s series of
cocineidences lost nicht and this mornnkng sn” heasuss »f whst L have lesrned
ginee the laet letter, T engege in this new futility. If you will stop end think
sbout i+, 1t chould be elrer tr vou L hrve ne reraonal motive in tekine this sddit-
ionel time an? thot there is no chonee of rersonsl profit in it for me. I csn do
no more then consume time for vhich there is much nther use, unless, possibly, this
een be of velue to yeou.

My files Just grew. + nave gzversl differasnt sets of them. & yeur ago
Ll begsn to colzolidste them, witd zome kind of system thst should mske infermetion
retrieval leses dependent upon fragile snd feiling memory. Periecdicslly, se & sur-
coacse from more bexing work, I plurge into this renenlidetion. Eaving just compléted
toe fonwth unprinted bock, to enrt of best up, 4'Vve be n doing "mre of this filing.

Lest night I came upon & letter written me by & stranger who hed teen
motiveted by "EITEYASH II to phone Zepruder in early Februsry 1967, This morning
1 ceme upon my 4llmen file, then on the fine memes ~n pther rifles T esvad vou to do.
These are tie tri-pers,

liaw i3 heppens thet there were a8 number of renple 1'd never met per-
gonelly, but with whom I hed been warling, an when ven are one, who @1 turned off
oY the seme time. I thourht thies strenge, for while I am alweye in tro mush &f a
rush, 1 wsas not wware of say sar inus offense I had glven sny sand cert=inly there
is litrle likelihond I could heve offended 211 simultonecusly. lhis we= a bothering
mystery until something else hsorened.

It seems taat Deve Lifton hed b en weging & real csmpsizn agminst me,

but wes restricting it to those I'd never met in persnn. The one errsr he made
waa Gary Schoener, who I nad meti. Gery hed come bere, lived with me, Xnows the
orenness with which I werk {for I turned him lose in my Til=s and mede copies of
whe tever he wented for him), =nd resd my unpublished writings. Gary wes unwilling
to believe the resl fotten stuff Dave was sanding him, btut he apperently kept
telling Dave his disbelief. Dave psresisted, sndw &t one point got overcontident.
He dared Gary tn confront me vith 5 series of charges involvinz him end = number
of other Celifornisns snd me, end ususlly in the form of my ctealing their worlk,
Gery sccepted his challenged snd send me s series of cueestione. Were it not for

the high regard I hove for Gary smd my desire to preserve ss much unity as nnssibly
among nur small btand, I d not heve token the considerable time thi- recuired, and
the cnet, for when vou heve no income, the cost of the consid reble vhotoconying
this enteiled wes burdensome. I went throush my files snd msde copies of everything
erpliceble with gll of these -ecple. In every case excert ocne 1 wes sble to give

sry unequivecal refuation, in every cusee save thet one, from correspondence with
these people diemetricelly opposite Lifton's rspresentation. ln thet one exception,
the ueterial was pretty coupelling the chorge wes fulse, but it wes not unecuivocsal.
4t was not precisely on the point, but it wes confirmetion of whet hed been dealt
with by phone,

Where the cherge wes tost I hed stolen from Fred Newcomb, for exsmple, I




hed Fred's handwritten note of tusnke for my sending him thet meterisl. There

the chsrge was my steeling Fred's observations about toe Lerruder Tilm, I hed mny
letter, of earlier dete- much tefore he ever sew the film- peinting out just

this charecter. Whers it was thet lMeggie slweys t ought I wss trying to esteal her
boor (which to thir dsy I heve never seen snd wae deted before I ever met her),

I had numerous cases nf my sending her Archives materisl she could use in her
smeeisl format, of my nffers tn met other things for her (end gdoing it end send-
in~ them), snd the op o=ite of this slander, my zending her a copy of the m:nuseript
of WITZWASH 1T in the later suumer or early fall of 1866. I could csrry this on
indefinitely, for thers wes o long list, s=nd in easch csse Dave's rotlenness was
exactly oprosed to tas reslity., in tae course of tracing taes: toduge out, L saw
whet * hed forgotten, warninec from others on the west cosst thet 2= eesrlt ss the
swauer of 1988, lonz tefare we hed met or hsd say correstondence, Ueve wos engoged
ir just sved &5 emepsign speinst me.

To the test of my recollection, + met Dsve just once. Beceuse of thie
vwerning and my deep avrrehension about bis poapier-msche ssesssinotion sheeme and
those myeterious tunnele lie hed Brown snd Font mea%ing sll rver Dealey Pleza in
edvance cf the sssessinetion, I tried to aveld Dave. In december 1966 I was in
LA for the first time. I did aveoid Dave until it become an embarressment for the
man witn wiem 1 wez staying. Then we met briefly one Sundsy. On my other trirs,

1 vwas gtle tn svold meeting him. But Deve vwem persistent. TFor exsmple, the time I
stayer with Fred, £/68, as I recell, when I didn't kuew when + left here 1'd ke
steying end it vws teing kert seeret, vave spled arcund ur+il he lesrned vwhere I
was steyirr end phoned me to try snd plek « fircht Btout & debste 4+ haé scheduled
wito Lisbeler in #essds, “elif, for ¢ little lstsr. I uever even rhoned him, except
onc time, just » yerr sgo, when Psul hoch end nsl Verb ssked me to (wnd I'm ~led
1 did be-eues of et + lesrned from his tebbling. On tols Receda thine, he hae
mede cosrges I Lod seen when 1 wee there 10/68. Urne of + oss ke sert tiem to
showed tnem to me. Lhen he raised tue seme cuestion with Yery, I zent Gery e copy
of my correspondence witn the sehonl, 4t proves tuet withsu, exce rtion rverytbdng
LUave alleged wse false, the oppneitc of the truta,, Fhers he fcoused ma of wrying
to milk them, my wiitten offer was to & eak witheout fes if Likbeler would (Liebeler,
who livee there would not, as “<ve is careful tc omit, #nd he hes had 8 strenge
relatdonship with “iebeler). Wiere ne acruses me of building uo Ly Bxpenses, my
1l-%ters show I teld tnem my expenses would conzists of the cn=t of trenspsrtation
only, miletge te gnd from the sirporl ani the cost of ‘he ticket. Vhere he scensed
me of wicking 8 drte that would get me 8 free trip to Culifarnis { s thRuph
I =-end my time lonking a7 junkets), I %told them shen I'd bte thars but thev wonted
8 specific drnte they o uli edvertise,

Then come tle Taornley mstter. reve wes tuken ino by Thornley and had become

bis friend. lherefore, wastsver Tuornley seid begame sutomatic truth. I was accused
of being responsible for Garrisen's interest in persecution of) Tunrnley. lhe truth
is 4+ hed peither interest in nor k%nowledge of GaPrison's interest. My own was and
le sererste end entirely distinet, in an entirely 1dfferent srea, snd 4+ hned gone
to the trouble of looking uv ‘nornley's sirsnge “riend Bolton to wern hinm in sdvence
thet Gerriscon would develop en interest in fnornley. I went farther, presuming Lhornley
to te inoocent of ssriocus invelvement, nnd of'ered to get together with hig to see if

waat he might heve mnown of Cewald could heve Lnd sippificence unknavn to “hornley-
snd I gusrenteed thet becesuse he considers himself e writer, the literery vslue &f
enything thet evelved witld remain with hornley. But whet Usve did hers forced me
to meke sn investigetion thet otherwise I would not heve mede. In it I leerned hhet
it is Deve who trok the initietive with Gerrison on “zorpley end went so far ss to
vrovide a perjurious afidevit ( & crime for him ss for “hornley), the net eflect of
which wes to f#eme Yohn Rene Heirdell (in Gerrison'a defense, he has seld notiing
of this and done nothing with it).

Dave's ides of schodarship =nd making constructive contributions to the




work so many of us heve worked so hsrd on, st s grest cost, wes tn do 2 pseudio=-
scholerly debunking of pert of WWILI (2 esmera snu its speed! snd to distribute it
widely, includins to the Hew York Times, where 1t hadx tle intrnded -urpnse of
diminizhing 4he interest I had teen gble to develop there. Now in this he mede
invelid sssumntions and eocusted tnem with fect. His commentsry or the Zspruder
camera is from hie "study" of Nix's, which is entirely difterent, with en entirely
different mechanism. But he msde chsrges be:ed uron his telief Berret, the FBI sgent,
ha¢ hed ne interest in the epesd of the cemers 2nd hed confused the ATA speed

~F the film with tue cemsrs speed. "het I found ls=st night, in this latter from
the stramger (who 1= =t11l » etrenger), is his phone call to Espruder in which

7 tnld him Barret bed come to bis office frr thempurpess of discussinge just this,
hew thne €s-ere wae set! Some "scholarship".
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In this csse, let me point cut, Deve wos teking u- the cudgels for
Ligbeler, wlo msds the erroneous record end ignored the Berrst report. Llpig is
precisely whet he dids et peseda, whers his intervention brought to en eond a
debatn with [iebeler= the only debete with on erssnized formst, where ecech would be
linited tox so much time in each spealking und whsre esch would have hed e tepe
racerding of the entire procedure to use without restr ction.

Gary laster told me Deve scrused hin of stesling sctething about James
Powall, the Army intelligence man, from Deve. Now it hoprens Gury usd given me
a copy of his file on this besfores L wee io touch wita Uuve, Gury's reason for
mentionin~ it. Put whet wesz there to stesl¥ I heve just Tound ny own 1986 Tile
on this. I came scornsa it filed under the intersst tant led me to it, thex man
en the first fl-nr of the TSBD. d{ne wsef Tiled under Pierce Allmsn, who I wes
cheering »ut when I Pfound oot about Pewell teing tesa-ped i1+ the building,

There cre people 1 hzve trusted wito my unpublishedm msmuseripts,

i find thst cver a pericd ol time bave has been on » systematiccempeign of
trying tox get Irom tusm this contebi. 4t best, tois 1s unetaiesl. 1 find nim
writing letters sbout other of my sciivities, such s8s helpine in s lawsuit,
where his (gerbled) knowledge cculd brve come fron espbonsga only. Lgein, this

is ths enigat of impropriety.

Until recently Ik have sdhered to my originel belied, that this
very bright young msn is slso s very sick one. What I have lesrned tn date,
recenily, witnoout conducting any investlgotion, makes 1% elear his sickness is
not the only poscibility snc msy not be the nrobability.

In eny event, it hes elso become clesr that every cne of the penple
ith who, I hsdé been in touch who all turned off et the seme time were ei-her
in communicetion with Yeve or with those he expertly menipuketes.

For all of his brightness, he hes produced nothing. & yesr azo he told
me he hed & book sbout to be published. He hes had articles coming out in mena-
zineg, etc. - all fiction. If he every publi-hes the beok he described to me, we
are sll ruined, for there will be no eredibility remeining.

I hevs taken ttie tinme, I believe, in your interest. 1 heve regsrded ﬁ
you unmenly silence ss just that, umnanly. If & men hes & compleint sgainst
another, he srticulstes it, ss close to face-t6-fece es he can. You have just
baen what I regsrd es cowardly. ‘et woen I wss over my heed, wsy behind on my own
work, end with countless notes of my own investigetlons to mske while they were m

et11l fresh in my mind, I dropped everything end wrote s forewnrd for you book,

for which I ssked nothing. I szk nothins of you now. kiy prupcse 1s & simple one.
You eilence drnies mwe knowledge o the cesuse, If it is Lifton, I do not want you
to be hurt needlessly, to lster lonk back with regrets. Hope you snd your femily

are well. Sincerely, Harold V-isbere £



