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Dr. Robert 3ihmer 
Axchiviet of the United Metes 
The Notional exchives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Dahmer, 

A 	.t  

keeei4454.7010e&e..46. 

Document 1530 is the October 14, 1904 letter from J. Edger Hoover to J. Lee 
Rankin trut, among other things, transmits galley proofs of the second ieetelment of 
en interview-article with Normal Similes in the now-defunct Canadian negazine Liberty. 

Zr. Hoever'e letter Days he forwarded to the Comeiteion two coeiee of these galley 
proore. taming frcie the copies furnished mo ars four pictures taken by dimilas end 
described in the text. 

Investigation in Canada indicetee that the prints of tbeee pictures were 
etteehed to themenuacript. Therefore, thee should have been in the material eupelied 

to the FBI. In turn, the FBI should have supplied these to the eommiscion. 1 am uskirg 
that the films be checked to see if these pictures are there, :erhepe with the second 
met of the proofs, If not elsewhere. If they ere not, may I eels that you request than 
of the FBI: They would seem to be covered by the order of the Attorney General of 
October Zle  1906. My information that theme pictures were included comes from the 
reeronsible person on Liberty,  who apparently is not mentioned in the ella reports 
and letters. 

DocUMorit 1634 is en FBI report dated Seetember 25, 1964, reporting an FBI 

interview with one Colin Binges, "Reporter and ehotogrppher of the Toronto Telegram". 
Investigation made for me in eanede seems to ineicete that there woo been no one by 
this name in the employ of that paper going back ma fur es 1875. It also ineloetee 
that no person of this no 	hna been employed by any other Toronto paper and that no 
person of that name can be leceted.  

This in a paraphrase report in the Commission's files. I en asking for the 

original report fro which it was prepared. Normolly, the original reports do glee the 
names and addresses of the persons interviewed! The original report also would seen to 

.-! 	be covered by the Attorney General's order, for the Fel acted se the Commissioe's 

investigative 'arm end anything considered by it was considered for the Commission. If 
the FBI has tulle. to provide this to the archives, it would seem tc me that pereuent 
to this order it should have been done end non should be. I era, therefore, reeking for  
a copy of it. This in important to me, for if the investigation made for no is in 
error, 1 regard it as an error that should be eetabliahed. etherwise, it will seem 

Aeee 	es though in its investigation of the murder of the _resident the FBI la quoting a 

non-existent person. 

If any additionel documents have come to light since I mode the request for all 

information on similes and his pictures and copier, of them, I would eepreciete copiea. 

Also, nnyehing on envies, Kenneth Armstrong and elbert tlock, that is re)eted! 

I would also like mepiem of any files relating to the leinutemen, particularly 

in den Antonio, Tezee end Matamoros, Mexico. 

Sincerely yours, 
Herold ereisberg 



F.R. 1, 
Moffat, Ont., Canada, 
Feb. 1st, 1968. 

Pear Sir, 
1-lease excuse *bed elay in writing you before you want to 

Chicago. However I did not receive your letter tnfil Jan 27th, 

and by that time we were just getting involved in our second ice 

and freezing rain storm of the month. That meant that there was no 

postal service out here in the country until Jan :41st. I realized 

therefore that you would not get my letter until after you had left 

for Chicago. You must tell me about your trip. 
About the only thing that you could possibly have asked about 

qimilas for.me; other than the photo's, was for any phys'cal description 

anyone could have provided of Similas. This I believe could have 

been helpful to me.I do not know If you have my latest letter to 

Spregueb but I feel thatthere were some irteresting developments 
about which you would be interested. I realize that you are no 

longer handling the photographic end of the assassination Ind etail, 

'-)owever these new developments have more to do about and withe the 

FBI's handling of this case. 
:hen I realized that I would not he allowed by Similas to see 

ands tudy any df His photo's I decided to try the next best sources 
the other people who had seen the girdles photo's, namely COLIN 

PATTIES, KENN7TH G. AFMSTRON, and ALBERT PLOCK. Armstrong, former 

erlitor of LIT-217,FTY magazine, had moved and now has an unlisted hi cne 

number whin I have not been able to procure. 
I was able to contact Albert Plock, former Art Director for 

LTP.ERTY magazine. Flock said he remembered well the Similas 

interviews and article. When I asked himahout the photo's he said 
that the ones Similes said he would send with the two men in the 

window with the gun never materialized. They sifted through the 
LIBERTY mail after the closing of the magazine, but the photo's 

never appeared. He did reaffirm what was mentioned in the Kenneth 

Armstrong interview, that Similes did give then some photo's, either 

3 or 4. "e also said that one of the photo's did show the TSBD and 

other buildings and that although some of the—STickground was blurred, 

discernable shapes appeared in various windowsl He explained that 
they ran the article because at the time it was topical. "e said 

he did not know a great deal about the subject but was sure that 

one of the photo's showed the TSBD and he believed in another 

Connally and 1ennedy could be seen. 
?lock confirmed LIBERTY going out of business and therefore the 

second installment in the August issue never came out. The 
manuscript of the second installment had been prepared and was ready 

to go to print. When I told him I had a copy of the second 

isstallment(printed by you in PT-TOT0',RAFJTC i1C-TITFWAS=i) he expressed 

amazement When I asked why, he explained. When it was learned that 

the August issre of LIBEFTY would not be printed, he, as Art Director 

was responsible for the dismantling of the issue so that it would 
riot be set in print unnecessarily or prematurely. 



When he and Kenneth Armstrong came 
to do this they found that the 

Similes manuscript for the second i
nstallment had dissapeared along 

with the photo's Sirriles had previo
usly given themll Pe explained 

that the photo's had hen attached t
o their appropriate positions 

to the manuscript for the second ins
tallment. 7e staed also that 

there had been one and only one cop
y of the menuscript! "ow reminiscen

t 

of the "lost" negatives of the Toro
nto Telegram. 

On reviewing the manuscript as publi
shed in P7OTOr;RAP"'IC 

W"T77AFP one finds that instead of
 the pictures Similes gave LIBERTY

 

there are four spaces labelled A,B,
C, and D.These are undoubtedly 

the places where the Similes photo's
 were. The caption with the 

photo spaces are: 

A--similes speaks with Jack Ruby, 
,,onvicted murderer of Tee Parvey 

Ceweld, at Ruby's nightclub 

B--after bullets ring out, Jackie le
ans on dying husband as FBI afrent 

lumps aboard car 

C--Kennedy talks with Texas Governor
 John Connally seconds before 

sniper pressed on trigger 

D--Jack Ruby his arts r.round strippe
r in his Dallas club 

To re picture "C" could be of the ut
most importance. It must be 

the one in which Flock saw the TSBD,
 and from the caption it must 

also show Connally and Kennedy. You 
will remember that Flock said 

he saw Kennedy and Connally In one 
of the pictures. Also if Similes 

appears in one of Wilma Bond's pict
ure's, a conclusion of which I 

am almost positively sure (Sprague 
is looking further into this), 

then his posit'on is one from which 
he could have taken a picture 

of the motorcade with the TSBD in t
he background. Tt le from this 

point that the photo could be impo
rtant as there are shapes in the 

mo,,,In windows. Also the 1-al-Tex building may show. The photo
's were 

with the manuscript when it was las
t seen at the LIBERTY offices. 

As we now know this manuscript was o
btained for the .79T by the R.C.M.P

. 

in Oct. 1964.(F-TOTOGPAPITTC WITITEWAsw pg.236). Therefore
 it is my 

conclusion that the photo's are in W
ashington. They should have 

been with the manuscript in the Arch
ives. I have told all this to 

Sprague also and irferrdd that a re
turn to the Archives to the spot 

where you found the manuscript mirh
t prove fruitful, as well as 

perhaps cuestions put to Rahmer conc
erninr the condition of the 

manuscript when it arrived. 

Also picure "B" could be the one in
 which Jeffries said he saw 

the rear end of a car. It sounds
 from t he caption that this picture

 

is oulte similar to the Altgens phot
o. When I asked Plogfrk about 

this he assured me that they were us
ing Similas's photo's and 

c'imilasvq photo's only. 

I have left ry encounter with COLIN 
DAVIES `'or the last. To be 

blunt about it and come right to th
e point, Colin Davies doesn't 

even exists That is to say Colin Da
vies doesn't exist as a reporter 

photographer for the Telegram or an
y other Toronto newspaper.Davies 

was the first person to see Similes 
on his return to Toronto. He 

also saw all of the Similas photo's
 and initiated the "loss" of the 

vitally Important negatives in which
 two men appeared in a window 

of the Tc;TT with a gun. Mjen I phone
d the Telegram and asked to be 

put in touch with Colin Davies, the
 switchboard operator transferred 

my call to the Personnel Dept. as s
he said that they kept the reconds 

of all the employees names, address
es, phone numbers. When I explained

 



to the Personnel Dept. whom I wished to contact they checked their 

records and found that they had no record at all of a Colin navies 

either as a reporter or a photographer. I told them that they must 

have made a mistake. 7-Towever they rechecked 4-heir records back 

to 1975 and confirmed their previous statement, no record of Colin 

Davies. Playing a hunch, I phoned the Payroll Dept.Powever the 

res its were the same, no record or payroll account for Colin Davies. 

I then decided to check with the two other Toronto papers, the 
Toronto Star and the nlobe and -ail. If Davies was a reporter or 
photographer I thous ht that he may have been a former or present 

employee of either on of the papers. The results were the same in 
both instances, no record of A Colin Davies. In fact the ran at 

the Star said he knew most of the reporters and photogrpahers in 

town but that Colin Davies rang no hell. 
I think this explains why no answer to my let'ers at the TelfaK.am . 

Davies never emisted. The first time the TeleRram interviewed qinilas 

was probably on Nov. 24th, Sunday, resulting in the story appearing 

in the Monday edition concerning his visit to Ruby's bar. Davies 

was sent by someone, presumably the FBI, to see what Similes had. 

This would explain why there was no story on Similes in Tely with 

his photo's. The Tely couldn't run a story like this because they 

were instructed not to and besides they did not have Similas's neg- 
atives then nor at any other time. 

I am presently in t he process of completing more on my 
Exhibit on the vehicles. I will send it, along with the copy of 

the NY TIMES story you wanted, soon, in fact probably next week. 

I heard back f3,om Pay :7arcus, but he did not have a spare 

copy of his nap he could send ms. Perhaps you could send re a copy 

of the one you have. 
One last item. In the NY Times for Jan 7th, 1958, there was 

an articles entitled "Arrests for Threats to the PresEdent Yp Sharply 

Since the Assassination." This is on pg. 59. In this article it is 

revealed that "even an idle, offhand remark can sake a person subject 
to the statutes maximum penalty of five years in prison and a 1$1,000 

fine." The article goes on to explain some expftples of those who 

had been arrested over the last year. In almost every case, the 

person who was arrested made a remark against Johnson. These 
remarks were,in my opinion, of a less serious nature than those 

attributed to David Ferrie (hit "colloquial expression") against 

John Kennedy. Also the remarks made by the men of the "False Oswald" 

story to Sylvia Odio regarding how easy it would be to kill Kennedy. 

I can also send you a copy of this article if you want. 
'Sell I must close as it is getting late. I will write and 

send you these things next week. 

Respectfully 

7 



H.R. 1, 
Moffat, Ont., Canada, 
Feb. 14th, 19se. 

Tear Sir; 

I realize that our letters will probably get crossed, btt I 
have gathered quite a bit efstuff for you. Yoy will find enclosed 
some additions and revisions to my exhibit on vehicle research. I 
woulr like to thank you for some of these new leads. I am grateful 
for them. 

Also find enclosed copies of two newspaper articles on Norman 
slmilas. The first is a recently discovered article from the final  
edition of the Toronto Telegram of Sat. Nov. 23rd, 1953. I have had 
for cults some time the 2-star or first edition of the TelelE,tram for 
the P7rd. As stated before It made no mention of Similes. Rowever a 

friend found the final edition and gave it to me. I think you will 
find the article interesting. -HI reveals one important fact not 
brought to light before. In the second lest paragraph s'imilas states 
that he saw a gunshot wound in the Presidents left tempo': I have been 
trying to reach Similes to get confirmation ofT7Ts fact, but his 

wife says Ine Is out of town. If true 4t will support the some opinion 
as expressed by Dr. McClelland (17P12) and Father Huber who administered 

the lost rights to Kennedy. I will continue to contact gimilas 
about this and let you know what he says abott it. The part about 
Kennedy's head being beth.ed In blood was repeated by Fimilas in the 

N.Y. Times for Nov. 23rd. 
The second article Is a copy of the one from the Telegram for 
25th, )957. This is the story that appeared after the Telegram 

had .upossedly already had end lost the Similes negatives. You will 
notice that although they are supposed to already have these negatives 
there isn't even mention of the fact that Similas took pictures of 

the mcto7cadel The story is that which the man questioned Similes 
about on Sun. Nov. 24th, that Is Jack Ruby and his visit to Ruby's 
club. 

One last bit of info on °.imilas. On page 217 of PROTOT,R4F-TIC 
'uHITEWASTT, at the bottom of the page, Similes states that "I received 
a call at the hotel from a Hamilton radio Station C1ML, I believe, 

and a taped interview was made by a chap named Johnson." I went to 
Hamilton on '1513. 5th and spent the afternoon at CHML. I also have 
heard the Similes interview. The man who interviewed Similar was a 

Don Johnston, News D4.rentor for CPML. rr. Johnston was very nice as 
he is en extremely busy man. "e ?et re go through their library 
until I found the interview. "e also talked to me for about 70 mins. 

about Similas and the Interview. 

1 • 



T took notes while we talkdd. Johnston stated that shortly after the 
shooting (70-45 tins.) their radio station was contacted by s.imilas's 
employer who informed them of what Norman had seen and left a Dallas 
phone number where they(CHML) could contact Similas. (Johnston is 
presently searching their records in an attempt to locate this number). 
Mr. Johnston said that he personally phoned and contacted Similes, 
and he is sure that it was a Dallas number as he had to go throwt 

an operator. Also you can hear the beeping of the phone at times on 
the taped interview. The Interview ran for about 2 mins. plus. 
Johnston stated that there is no doubt in his mind that Similes was 

in Dallas and in Deely Plaza. The call cane too close after the shooting 

and Johnston stated that similes was giving them detail that had 

not even come into the station over the wire service. Also Similac's 
tone of voice (excited, stitterering etc.) adds to the credibility 
that similas actually witnessed the shooting. 

Johnston said that after the couple of months excitement after 
the shooting that similes more or less dropped out of sight, and C1-ML 
was unable to contract him. Then one day (date unknown, but another 
fact which Johnston is trying to find out) Similas suddenly showed 
up at the studio unannounced. He, Similas, listened to the tape of 
the interview and obtained R copy of it. OTTML also paid him $25 for 

the interview. 
I found the interview on a reel containing; aTILls year end revi ew 

of the major news events. It is only shout 1 Min. and 15 seconds long. 

It is, in essence, almost an exact duplicate of the newly found 
Telenrar article. It begins with similes describing the motorcade 
coming towards him, him hearing 7 shots, Kennedy falling towards him, 
the secret service man coming to the hack of the limousine etc. I 
describe the interview this way because I cannot remember it all, 
bit no need to worry as 	is raking me a copy of it. I will in 
turn make a copy of it for you if you wish. Also I have asked Mr. 
Johnston to prepare a written statement for me in which he will attempt 
to record everything he can remember about this event. Also he edited 
about 70 seconds of the interview out. He is trying to find it. If 
he cannot, he will try and put it down as best as he can remember. 

I hope to have more of this to report next time we exchange letters. 

You will also find enclosed copies of 2 other newspaper clippings. 
They are the New York Times for Jan. 5th, 126g. This is the issue 

with the column about the Kennedy X-rays. The other is the article 
about the step up of arrests against those threatening the president. 

I am sending you two newspaper clippings frmm the Toronto Daily 

Star. The Feb 	clipping is about Fichard Gieshrecht the Canadian 
who overheard the Ferrie talk in the Winnipeg airport. 7r. atesbrecht 
as you know, Is going to testify for garrison. The second clipping 
of a week later, Is shout a newly found aarrison suspect in Toronto. 

I think yon will find it interesting. 

I have more to say, hrt T will leave it for next time. If our 

letters do cross, T will write you first and set it straight again. 

Pespectfully, 
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