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Dear Grist  

your letter of tea 23rd, with the more than welcome check for $5,00, 
couldn't have come at a better time, for in tae same mail was a letter from one 
of our wealthy and foolish brethren teat gave me deep offense. It also bad to 
do with money, was designed to humiliate me, made me sick because he was capable 
of it, needlessly and wrongly (es the letter I have already mailed tells hem 
rather vigorously), .ane troubled me farther because it is only by occident that 
my rife didn't open the letter. As it is 1  have been able to hide the contents 
from her. If I did not, she'd find this man forever intolerable. 

hesitate to let others knoe these things, for the unavoidable Amenity 
it already to great, thus I do not indicate his identity, You mention Vince. Be hes 
done things,  of which you'd never consider him capable. It is only on my insistence 
that my wife hes tolerated him in the house since 1968, and be hasn't teen ea re 
since the first of last year. lie can help. He will not. he is all hung up in many 
rays , has become paranoid on this subject, and is eaten by conscience, having 
abdicated early. Moreover, I would not ask him, not now. 

This letter hes been repeatedly interrupted, end it is getting late. 
I appreciate tae efforts to help with COUP. A smell publisher nes expressed in-
terest in it. Vre reached c general understanding several months ago. As was to 
have edited it down to the King-Ray materiel only by 7/15, to have provided me a 
ccntrnct lone before that. he phoned the 22nd to say he was sorry the contract 
had been mislaid in the office and was being mailed, tne next day to apologize 
for not getting tee editing completed (it turned out he Hadn't started it), and 
then I got a contract with an oUer of but a taird of the agreed advance aad 
conditions never discussed which e)uld gueretee no return and the signing away 
of my rights to tee work. I've not answered it yet, ewaitinp a moment when I em 
lesa upset end eon take the time for the kind, of reply required. As of nor, I 
have no reason to believe he will publish that book, for I cannot accept such 
terms. I do not 'were tne vanity that others feel, deers they are satisfied to 
see their work ie print and nothing else. In itself, that means nothing to me. 
I am tired of beinf7 screwed by tne tublishing business, end I must have a fair 
return on my  work to continue it, if for no other reason. 

I doubt if you could find any two people who would agree on tne 
editing. I will not take the time for it, and nobody eould agree with my judgement 
on what should be omitted anyway. The coat of doing the book as it is, with a 
short added chapter and a short addition to the appendix would be about el0,Q20 
for an edition of about 5,000 copies. And it would be a real job to bind it. his 
is an enormous work. 'Unless a publisher will do whet this era was supposed to I 
can see no prospect, snort of an unexpectably stroke of good fortune, that does 
not begin with publication as is and the hops the consequent attention would do 
the trick. And this also I cannot see. That is too mud). money. 

If you find the list of errors, please send it. We may nave found and 
corre9tee all of . them on the muster, but I'd rather not eke a chance, I'll check 
the o you give. We corrected the master after the xeroxing. 

B ut if there is any way of getting the complete work done, I'm all 
far it. If this thing with tne publisher goes through, that was a provision. 

our final paragraph is good analysis and makes sense. Sorry I've got 
to break it -offe,Ieeny taanks for everything, best to you all. Book in mail also, 
good condituon. oincerely. 



Griscom Morgan 

Rt. 1, Box 275 

Yellow Springs, 

Ohio 45387 
July 23, 1970 

Dear Halt 

Thanks for your prompt letter. And it prompts me to answer right away. 
I just spoke to my nexphew Lee Morgan who is president of the Antioch 
Bookplate Company. The ABC has a highly proficient distribution system 
computerized and on the ball by which it distributes its products to 
all of the signifibent bookstores in the county. The bookstores 
expect the unusual free the ABC. For example, they have.had as salesman 
a very independent and fine black fellow in the New York, Philadelphia 
area, and they have started having girls as salesman; last fall they 
had a fellow, from India -- Indian, and he turned out to be one of their 
best salesmen, as they tried having an American Indian. The booksto4es 
have been in the spirit of this and supptrt the salesmen and enjoy hying 
them on the job. They also are known as being politically independent. 
The ABC is thus free from having to fear the U.S. and the reactionaries 
as many publishers are. Lee had originally brought the doubts about 
the Kennedy assassination to my attention, and he deeply admires 
Martin Luther King. Lee felt that their printing facilities are not 
ideal for your job, but that they could get that work done for them. 
Lee wondered if he coulakvel,the manusctipt if it might loe possible 
that the ABC could do tbinSOO—The ABC is short of capital and is 
having to borrow to tide Itself over now. Perhaps a combination of 
forces and resources would be in order. At the very least this would give 
your book good distribution, although the advertising in the papers might 
be very skimpy. 

The Antioch Bookplate Company working staff are a free and fine lot, 
with some black wofkers who would put their heart in the job as well 
as the top staff being all strong and committed people. To all of them 
King is a person deeply loved and respected. 

If we couTld get the material edited and ready for,press, or if your 
present ,typeing of the material could be used with but little editing and 
just put on the press, the remaining question would be how to get the 
financing. How about my raising this issue with Vince? I suppose the 
answer is that there are others who could have done this tht already if 
it could be done at all. It is conceivable that I cotld rustle up the 
capital here in Yellow Springs. Yellow" Springs is unlike most places in 
this country in that people have a different slant on things and are more 
fearless. This is the place where Coretta King went to school -- college, 
and she has good roots here. Yellow. Springs has a black chief of police, 
black president of the school board, black school principit, black head 
of its community council and civic organization, and this is not because 
of black toting power, but because of the convictions of the community. 
As a community we have put ourselves behind such causes with courage. 
The college could be with ous too. 

It is concieveable that you might do a very unorthodox thing in trying to 
kill two birds with one stone with Coup d'Etat: publish a volume that 
would be both the edited version and the complete manuscript without the 
expense of typing it over again. This would involve running a line down 



the outside margin of the pages that should be included in the shorter 
edited version, giving the page numbers to skip to each time the line 
came to an end and it involved skipping to another page. The reader would 
then have the freedom to read the longer version whenever he wanted to, 
but would have quick access to the abbreviated version without being 
encumbered in his reading with the lengthly portions. 

The quality and power of your writing reaches a very high quality in places 
that is a delight to the reader. There are many passages that stuck in 
my mind vividly. Not one of the finest in power and strength, buiAi`felt 
particular enjoyment of was your description of your visit with Dean 
Andrews and his npaice kissing you and speaking in approval of your understanding 
of Andrews. Similarly the narrative of getting phone calls at unlikely 
hours of the Memphis tape and of the plans to assassinate Garrison. 

I had made a list of errors and lost it. I have record of only two or so. 
These are the second letter on page 13 that should be If instead of In at 
the top of the ':page, and I have a note of page 95 line 2, second paragraph 
"ples" 

To change the subject, I would rephrase my idea about what k believe was 
a crucial factor that made the Warren report "take" with the public 
and Warren --- that Johnson so vigorously put through Kennedy's civil 
rights legislation and that J. Edger Hoover pressed the issue against 
the assassins of the civil rights three. Thus Johnson departed completely 
from his predessmor in reg”dtqiroymrseas issues (which Kennedy had felt 
was most important in his 	1 and yet pressed through the civil 
rights changes as Kennedy could no be expected to do successfully. This 
was so unexpected, and it was so dear a move to the progressives and to 
Warren that it took attention off from what was the real and central issue 
to the CIA and military who had backed up the assassinations by the 
ultra right just as they made possible the success and coverup of the 
later assassinations. My point is that Johnson and the CIA may have 
figured that action on civil rights was the necessary price of getting 
away with the coup d'etat. And that they were right about itpIU.L. Hunt 
in effect deemed Johnsnn right about it in approving of Johnson's 
presidencyv44if my memory is correct on 	though his approval might 
have been more in regard to the oil depletinnllowanci. 

Best wishes, 

fraternally 
(.7;g1 

Grisoom Morgan 

 

 

 


