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M
arilyn M

onroe's form
-fitting, flesh-colored dress 

—
 a seq

u
in

ed
 stu

n
n
er first w

o
rn

 at P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n
 

K
en

n
ed

y
's 1

9
6
2
 b

irth
d
ay

 p
arty

, b
u
t still d

ro
p
p
in

g
 

jaw
s n

early
 4

0
 y

ears later —
 so

ld
 last n

ig
h
t fo

r a 
record $1,267,500. 

T
he dress, w

orn by M
onroe during her breathless 

"H
ap

p
y
 B

irth
d
ay

" seren
ad

e to
 JF

K
, w

as th
e h

ig
h
-

est-priced item
 at the first session of a tw

o-day M
an-

h
attan

 au
ctio

n
 —

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 fro

m
 h

er b
lu

e jean
s 

and bikini bottom
s to screenplays and sw

eaters. 
T

he ham
m

er price for the dress w
as $1.15 m

illion; 
the final sale price includes com

m
ission. 

T
h
irty

-se
v
e
n
 y

e
a
rs a

fte
r h

e
r d

e
a
th

, M
o
n
ro

e
 

grabbed the spotlight again during bidding that cul-
m

in
ated

 in
 a w

ild
 2

1
/4

-m
in

u
te sh

o
w

d
o
w

n
 fo

r th
e 

d
ress th

at sh
e b

arely
 w

o
re at JF

K
's M

ay
 1

9
, 1

9
6
2
, 

birthday celebration at M
adison S

quare G
arden. 

of?
  

T
h
e cro

w
d
 ch

eered
 lo

u
d
ly

 w
h
en

 th
e w

in
n
in

g
 b

id
 

w
as annotm

ced. It set a new
 record for an auctioned 

dress, obliterating the $222,500 paid for an ink-blue 
P

rincess D
iana gow

n sold in 1997. 
B

id
d
in

g
 q

u
ick

ly
 escalated

 fro
m

 $
2
0
0
,0

0
0
 to

 th
e 

w
in

n
in

g
 p

rice fo
r th

e d
ress created

 b
y
 O

scar-w
in

-
ning costum

e designer Jean L
ouis. T

he dress, m
ade 

o
f silk

 so
u
ffle g

au
ze an

d
 co

v
ered

 w
ith

 6
,0

0
0
 rh

in
e-

stone beads and sequins, originally cost $12,000. 
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PCITS.  
V

a-va-voom
! M

arilyn's 
D

ress G
oes for $1.26 M

 
T

he auction began prom
ptly at 7 p.m

. at C
hristie's 

in
 M

id
to

w
n
 M

an
h
attan

, w
ith

 a w
in

n
in

g
 b

id
 o

f 
$88,300 for a picture of M

onroe autographed by an 
asso

rtm
en

t o
f h

er H
o
lly

w
o
o
d
 co

-stars —
 G

ro
u
ch

o
 

M
arx

, Jim
m

y
 S

tew
art, L

au
ren

 B
acall, H

u
m

p
h
rey

 
B

ogart and others. 
T

he night's first big-ticket item
 —

 a platinum
 eter-

nity ring, encrusted w
ith 34 baguette-cut diam

onds, 
given to M

onroe by ex-husband Joe D
iM

aggio —
 sold 

for $772,500. T
he pre-sale estim

ate w
as $30,000 to 

$50,000. 
T

h
at w

in
n
in

g
 b

id
 w

as ty
p
ical, as b

id
d
in

g
 far o

u
t-

p
aced

 w
h
at ex

p
erts at C

h
ristie's au

ctio
n
 h

o
u
se h

ad
 

predicted. A
 baby grand piano, once ow

ned by M
on-

ro
e's m

o
th

er an
d
 reacq

u
ired

 b
y
 th

e actress y
ears 

later, so
ld

 fo
r $

6
3
2
,5

0
0
; its p

re-sale estim
ate w

as 
$10,000 to $15,000, 

A
 1956 triptych of M

onroe, taken by photographer 
C

ecil B
eaton, sold for $145,500 —

 w
ell above the esti-

m
ate of $15,000-$20,000. 
E

v
e
n
 a

 p
la

ste
r flo

o
r la

m
p
, e

stim
a
te

d
 a

t 
$2,000-$4,000, sold for $21,850. 

E
v
en

 b
efo

re th
e in

fam
o
u
s JF

K
 d

ress so
ld

, a n
ew

 
reco

rd
 fo

r a M
o
n
ro

e d
ress w

as set. A
 fu

ll-len
g
th

 
black sequined evening dress, w

hich C
hristie's said 

w
as w

orn by the m
ovie star during a 1954 visit to sol-

diers in K
orea, sold for $112,000. 

U
P

I F
ile P

hnto, 1962 
T

h
e d

ress M
arilyn

 M
o

n
ro

e w
o

re w
h

en
 sh

e san
g

 "H
ap

p
y 

B
irth

d
ay" to

 K
en

n
ed

y g
o

t th
e h

ig
h

est b
id

 at th
e au

ctio
n

. 


