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WAS IT BY HER OWN HAND AS THE OFFICIAL VERDICT 
SAID? OR WAS SHE KILLED BY ACCIDENT IN A 
DRAMA INVOLVING A DOCTOR AND BOBBY KENNEDY? 

El
IT IS nearly 12 years since Marilyn 
Monroe was found dead from a 
massive dose of barbiturates. The 

official verdict was suicide. But others 
believe it may have been murder or ac-
cident. This week, in the first of a two-part 
series on Marilyn's tragic life and curious 
death, her close friend Robert Slatzer 
pictured with her above — investigates 
the Monroe mystery. 

Marilyn knew very well that the 
Sunday editions were always tight for 
space on breaking news because most 
of their columns were filled with 
Features written in advance. 

SHE ALSO knew that Sunday 

wars always went [a bed around mid- 

Nd. Hell. she had toe much to live 
for. I just couldn't accept Marilyn's 
death as a suicide. 

And. as a resultof illy investigations 
over the nest 12 years, I have become 
more convinced than ever that her 
death — and the many mysterious cir-
cumstances surrounding it — should be, 
officially re-examined 

By ROBERT F. 
SLATZER  

The following questions most be 
answered: 
• Did Marilyn kIR herself — or did 
someone else inject her with bar-
biturates? 
• What was the role of Bobby Kennedy 
in the affair? 
eDid he visit her liouse;uet a few hours 
before she died? 

Sergeant Jack Clemmons, the first 
policeman to reach the scene of 
Marilyn's death, told me later: "It 
appeared to me that the scene had been 
arranged. I felt that there was 
something that wasn't quite right" 

Marilyn was lying face down on her 
bed. Sts.e was nude. 

Clemmops said: "Marilyn did not  

stretch out in any such fashion and die. 
She was put into that position after she 
died.-  

When I asked how he'd been able to 
tell that the body bad been moved. he 
answered: "Mantyn WAS stretched out, 
face down. 

'Her legs were completely parallel, 
and she looked just like what she was — 
a dead body that somebody had put into 
that position. 

think I asked one of the doctors if 
anyone had moved her and be said: 
'Ka'. But I don't believe it." 

ACCORDING TO Ciernmins. from 
what he'd seen in previous in-
vestigations, a person who died from a 
dreg overdose usually goes into con-
valsions and dies In a contorted 
position. 

But the biggest mystery of all :show 
did the barbiturates that killed Marilyn 
get into her body. 

Clemmons told me: "If you want to  

gel right down to the :Lilly gritty. It gets 
right down to the fact that she had a 
lethal dose of barbiturates in her 
bloodstream and that her digestive 
tract was clean. 

"And when you get dawn to this fact 
it needs explaining:* 

The autopsy on Marilyn was carried 
out by Dr. Thomas Noguchi. then Los 
Angeles deputy medical examiner. 

HE REPORTED that Marilyn had 
died of an overdose of sleeping capsules 
— approximately 40 to 50 capsules. 

But no trace of barbiturates was 
found in her stomach. 

Dr. Noguchl had been criticized for 
not noting any needle marks on 
Marilyn's body. when it is a matter of 
record that Marilyn's physician. Dr. 
Hyman Engleberg. gave her injections 
on August 1 and 3.1962. 

It these marks were missed. isn't It 
possible that there were other, more 
recent marks. which were also 
overlooked? Marks that might have 
been made the day Marilyn died? 

On Friday, August 4. 1472. the day 
prior to the official tenth anniversary 
of Marilyn Monroe's death, a Las 
Angles newspaper reported that I was 
writing a book contending that Marilyn 
Might have been murdered. 

• AT 11:30 A.M. that same day -
hardly more than an boor alter the 
paper was on the Street — I received a 
call from a man who identified himself 
as Jack Quinn. He told me he had same 

T was early Sunday morning August 5, 1962, 
when the persistent ringing of the phone roused 
me. It was a little past five a.m. The caller was a 
close friend. 

•"Bob?" he began, "I've got some bad news." 11..n. 
"Marilyn's dead." That woke me up like a cold 
shower. There was only one Marilyn_ — Marilyn 
Monroe. 

I hung up without even saying goodbye, then flipped ea the 
television and poured myself a snifter of Courvoisier. 

An announcer said: "Authorities report that Marilyn 
Monroe died at 3:49 a.m. Pacific Daylight Time of an ap-
parent overdose of barbiturates. 

That was the story everyone was to 
come to believe. But,evee at that time. 
a crazy thought crewed my mind. 

Marilyn would never have committed 
suicide on a weekend. She was too 
publicity-conscious, too acutely aware 
of newspaper deadlines. 

QUESTIONS THAT WERE NEVER ANSWERED rulgell," 





That famous picture in 1954 when Marilyn was making The Seven Year Itch 

ruensTIOnrat. WAR emit new PAGE 17 

WHAT SECRET TAPES 
REVEALED ABOUT RFK 

Perhaps he found 
out what Hoffa 
knew about him 
and Marilyn/ 

written esperielly ebaut 
Bobby Kennedy. Most of the 
entries were eyeopeners. 

was particularly interested 
in one entry in Marilyn's 
diary. me Chet might else be 
of interest to the former 
Teamsters' Union president: 
nBabbv told me today, '1 want 
to pot that S.0.13, Jimmy 
Haifa rota jail, no matter how 
I do a."' 

"Do you loon who Jimmy 
Hotta ta?'' I ended Marilyn. 

"Doese't he have ... 
something to do with unione?"' 
Marilyn said hesitantly. 

I told her that Biala had 
quite a bit to do with undoes 

She nodded a slightly con-
fused look on her fare. 

K NNEDY never did put 
Holly behind bars. Hie 
laccethor in the Juane° 
Deportment, Nicholas de B. 
Kantenbach. reaped the Inuits 
of the FBI Invertiption of 
ROM — but only after Bobby 

-had left the department to ran 
for the office of Waited States 
senator Irons New York. 

I think 11 in very significant 
that ft 	hinuell novel press- 

ed the proaecutioe with the 
some vigor he haul thhibited at 
the start of the investisatIon. 

Perhaps he found out Hotta 
knew about him and Marilyn. 
That would sorely have made 
Bobby change his tactics. 

It la a fact that Bobby had 
tried to stop Hoffa's la-
mitigation of him. II happen. 
ad An a parked car in 
Keith ille. Tenn.. where the st-
tornev sentral met with fra• 
fa'i prober, poked wiretap es. 
put Bernard Spindel. of Sew 
York. 

"Robert Kennedy tried to 
get my hothead to change 

' Splinters widow told a 
clone soUrCe of mine. 

In ISM. Manhattan District 
Attorney Frank S. Hogan's 
delectloth staged a ninehour 
raid on Wheal s house in 
Helm., N.Y., and seized his 
files and tapes. 

Spindel later claimed In 
court that some of the vetoed 
material =gained "tapes and 
evidence concerning the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
causes of death of Marilyn 
Monroe. which strongly 
suggests that the °Hidedy 
reported citannstaacei of her 
drinise were erroneous." 

AltiOng the tapes were Ureic  

from Spindel's wiretaps of 
RFK. Those tapes revealed 
Bobby Kennedys friendship 
with Marilyn. 

But even more Important. 
they contained a most Avila. 
cant line uttered on a 
telephone early Sunday morn-
ing Aughnt 5 191C a time when 
Marilyn Monroe had already 
been found dead though word 
ut her tragic end had not yet 
been reported to the peke. 

T HE WORDS were" "Is 
the dead yet" 

They came from a San Fran• 
disco tam- lion and were spoken 
to a party In the West Lae 
Angeles area. 

Bernard Spindel thslated 
that he had made no mistake 
in hie pickup, for he had per-
atonally directed the Installa. 
lion of die bugging device. 
How valuable that piece of 
tape might be. 

Mrs. Sphslei told my source 
that she believes her husband 
placed the bugging device to 
Marilyn's home, hoping to un-
cover Information that would 
embarrass RFK. 

One question Mime larger 
than ever at this time: Why 
did it Lake an eight.man team  

of 	elate 	polite 	an ;I 
prnteCuter a &tends. Dina 
hours to conduct the search et 
Spindel's home? 

Mrs. Spindel claims that the 
hod genitive proof from roe-
sersatione anion. the police 
who had raided her residence 
that among the thing, they 
were looking for were her 
husband - s file. on Marilyn 
Monroe and Bobby Kennedy. 

What proof does she have? 

A TAPE recording of the 
raid Itself. It was probably the 
lull bathed police raid in the 
unique history of wiretapping. 

Spindel had set a hidden to 
recorder in motion when the 
raid= arrived and the linen-
lag devices picked up virtually 
every word the raiders spoke 
during the lint hours of their 
search, The tape definitely ie. 
dleates that the searchers 
were 

 
slier the matedet on 

Bobby and Martha. 

It reveals on extremely in-
teresting remark made by one 
of the siding officers: "What 
does the Marilyn Monroe ease 
bare to do with the In-
dictment!" 

The searchers netted not 
only the tape of the all-
important phone call made 
from San Francisco early Sum 
day morning of August b. but a 
recording of the conversation 
between Babbyy and Spindel 111 
the car in ffanhville. The 
wiretapper then had his own 
car bugged. 

Attorney Hogan's raider. 
sailed both. 

RS. SPINDEL also told 
me source that her husband 
had evidence proving that cer-
tain Los Angeles Pollee 
Department official; 
attempted to cover up the cir-
cumstances lorrounding 
athrilyn's death. 

Among other things. she 
knows for • fart that Marilyn', 
files were rifled titer her 
death 

Marilyn's romance with 
RFK was doomed not la last 

The end came with a brutal 
clout when Bobby changed hie 
private cumber so that 
Marilyn could no longer pt in 
touch with him.  

He had obviously become 
aware that their secret 
rendesuom had caused more 
than a ground...sell al  

whispers lad was to fart the 
/oath of an Investthat ion being 
coodeethd by Bement Spiodel. 

Marilyn woe &ululated 
by Bobby's rejection am a 
dere when her Movie 
career had takes as ones. 
peeled turn for the worse. 

She contemplated calling 
Press conference and reveal. 
log everything about her 
relationship with Bobby. I've 
never belleYed that Marilyn 
really intended to ga through 
with tt, for she won not a vin-
dictive person_ But she was 
desperate. 

She had suddenly found 
herself completely col off 
from RFK. She wan extremely 
sensitive to rejection and was 
always terribly hurl when own-
pin she trusted let her down. 

S HE JEST couldn't 
accept the fact that the was a 

She finally nude a series of 
tax: resort calls to the Justice 
Department, leering urgent 
messages that she hen to 
speak to Bobby Even then 
Bobby failed to return ber 

I believe that Bobby'. 
Itinerary on the lateful 
weekend of Marilyn', death is 
of tremendous Interest and 
relevance. 

According to the records and 
the people I've interviewed, he 
was in California at that time 
on a tour of the Northwest. 

He checked into the St. 
Francis Hotel. in San Fritre 
eLlen, no Friday, August 3. 
NC. That day the San Fran- 
cisco newspaper ran stories
his arrival with his wife, 
Ethel, and a few of their 
children. 

MD I KNOW for a fact 
that he wes regietered at the 
Beverly Hills Hotel In 1..A_ on 
Saturday. August 4. 

He checked ad late Salm-
any afternoon and went to the 
Santa Monica home of his 
auger Patricia am! brother-in-
law Peter Lansford and was 
hack in San Francisco by the 
mat day, 

• By that time, Marilyn wan 
already dead. When Interview-
ed by reporters RFK refused 
to make a statement Moat her 
death. Peter Lawford has 

since denied that Bobby 
Kennedy was to California 
that weekend. 

But several women visiting 
one of Martlyn's neighbors on 
Saturday afternoon. Miguel 4. 
tell a story that theme to sup-
port my findings — and 
Quinn's allegations. 

They had gathered for a 
tart! party at a house on Fifth 
Helena Drive, /Mar Marly11.5 
residence. Looking out the 
win.duw, they observed a hand-
some man with a beaked mem 
accompanied by another man, 
a stranger to all but their 
hostess. They all recognised 
the first man because he was 
Robed Kennedy. 

T HE REASON the lady 
M the house recognized the 
Mid with Kennedy was that 
she had seen him visit 
Marilyn', house on numerous 
other occasions. He was, In 
fact, a regular visitor. 

The woman didn't know 
what his exact ceiling was, but 
she surmized that he was a 
medical man because hr 
always carried a small Sleek 
valise. the kind toed by doc-
tor' on house calls. 

No Inquest was ever held an 
Marilyn. It was Accepted that 
oh committed suicide and no 
further Investigation was held_ 

Perhaps the strongest 
reason for reopening the cave 
Is the tithed...factory nature of 
the medical evidence. 

TWO leading doctors 
who examined this evidence 
told me that they did not 
believe a suicide verdict Was 
Justified. 

R. SIDNEY S 
Weinberg. chief medical ea. 
arniner ol New York's Suffolk 
County. says the evidmce 
suggests that the barbiturates 
were introduced either by In-

, jection or with a suppository. 

"In my opinion," ne WM. "It 
Is unlikely that anyone - could 
allegedly take IT climates of 
harbiturates without having a 
truce of twreitaraim in the 
stomach or the first part of the 
=all intestine." 

Another voice to substan-
tiate this is E. Furtht Chop-
Men, M.D., of Belleville. 
Mich., a medico! examiner 
thoroughly experienced in 
autopsy procedure.. ' 

Alter carefully reviewing 
Marilyn Monroe's autopsy 
rayon, Dr, (Uprisen said 
"The autopsy findings furalsh 
nigh simpleton. If not proof, of 
conspiracy to murder and 
murder itself." 

Was 7vtarilye's death a 
homicide? I ray 	Lane we 
found out! 

lidsowe by Plot sure., hum the Urn 
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NEXT WEEK: MARILYN'S 

TWO-DAY MARRIAGE 


