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Walter Mondale—Aug.12 ’ «2w

In closing it is worth reitereting that wrapped up in this controversy are very serious
questions concerning the actions of the Secret Service, FBI, CIA, and two attorney gen-
erals, Perhaps even more important in the present political situation, there are same
mymdmmqmsﬁaswhidnsmday,ifpeaplelﬂ@nmelfhwemmway,}dghrmﬂdng
military personel will have to answer. For instance, they must explain why they told
President Johnson and the Secret Service, when fear of conspiracy mas rife a few hours
after the assassination, that there was no conspirecy and Oswald was the lone assassin.
Even the public was not told such a lie, but even if they had been, the president and the
Seqret Service had to know the truth. At the time that message was sent to Air Foree 1,
pricr to 5 PM Dallas time on Nov. 22, the conclusions of the Warren Camission 10 months
later notwithstanding, there was no evidence indicating Oswald's involvement in the ordime,
let alone evidence proving there was no conspiracy, In fact, it wasn't until several hours:
afterthatmssagawasaentﬁwtﬂmaldmd*.argedwiﬂxkilli:uofﬂcermﬁppitt,and
not until many hours later that he was charged with killing the president. It wasn't until
sbout 2 AM the next marning that the FBI even linked him with the rifle. But before 5 PM
on the day of the assassination the President and the Secret Service were taken off their
gumnd, and as T.H. White describes it: *,,.the President's mind turned to his duties of

. consoling the stricken and guiding the quick." (Making of the President 1364) Instead of
being oversensative to the possibility of comspiracy, the military (the message came either
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff who were in session cr Major Harold R, Patterson in the
Situation Roam of the White House) ruled it ocut in the face of the only evidence available,
thereby poseibly placing both the president and the country in extreme jepardy. Remember,
this was not an assurance given the publie, and furthermcre, the weak excuse of confusion
andhysteriacamwtbeutilimdsimemwmmmheardthoaemssagesandhas‘mbmqmﬂy
written about it has described them as calm, cool, and collected. (of Salinger's With Ken-
nedy and T.H. White) Before that black Priday was over, however, representatives of the
Hﬂt&ywmlddosﬁ.llme. They would direct an autopsy conducted by two men not fit
to perfarm an autopsy on a skid row bum who had been shot to death (and who could not have
testified as expmrt witnesses at Oswald's trial), aided far only some of the time by one

"~ man viith sdne training. This autopsy exciuded civilian experts, some of the finest in the
world, who were readily avallable and who evan teach in the institution where the awtopsy
was performed. The autopey itself, it one wants to glorify it by calling it that, was
woefully incomplete not only due to incompetence, but because ths one qualified man was

- ardered not to do what he knew he must, On page 48 of the transcript of the testimony of
Lt. Colonel Pierre Finck in the Clay Shaw trddl we learn that an Army Ceneval seemed to
be in charge of the autopsy, and that there were Admirals there (p.52), that there was
even an Air Force Brigadier General there (p7), that eyewitness data on the assassination
ceme to those military physicians from milltsry brass--Admiral Berkley and Admiral Galloway
(p114), that Admiral Kenney instructed that there would be secrecy (p.52), and that scme-
cne in the roam (identity not.remembered) ardered the surgeons not to trace the path of
the bullet in the neck region (ppll7-8). The result of course, after the surgeon in charge
Comandsr Humes,burned his draft notes and the original draft of the autopsy in the fire-
Place of the recreation room, was an autopsy report whick has been challenged by everything
fran the physical evidence and sworn statements of federal agents to top experts, and even
the Justice Department's own report (text, not conclusicons, of course). Never has there
been such a determined effort to awoid discovering anything, and then to spppress ar alter
what little was diseovered. And there are more questions concernipg the military like unto
these. Until these questions are gnswered, above and beyond what happened in Dallas, many
things which hisppened in Washington on Nov. 22, 1963 need explanation.

Waimest regards.
Simly, //
Cary Ri Schoener

Box 392 Mayo Hospital
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cc: Harold Weisberg, Bud Fensterwald



