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l Molit;ﬁhoff Rogers Clashed
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By Ken W.'Clawson
‘Washinston Post Statt Writer

Outgoing White House in-

vestigator Clark Mollenhoff M

quarreled angrily with Secre-
tary of State William P. Rog-
ers over obtaining a list of 250
State Department employees
who criticized President Nix-
on's action in Cambodia.

“I'm not golng to say
whether he shouted at me or I
shotuted at tim,” sald Mollen-
hoff yesterday in a telephone
interview from his summer
a1ome in Clarion, Iowa.

“My job requires you to be
independent, to conduct inves-
tigations and to criticize from
time fo time. If I didn't, I
would be a damn fool. People
on all levels of government
once in a while are going to

The  confrontation  took
place after Mollenhoff offi-
cially requested on May 18
that State supply him with the
names of 250 employees of the
Department, the Agency for
International - Development,
and the Arms and Dis-(t0
armament Agency who signed
a petition to Secretary Rogers
opposing U.S. lnvolvement- in
| Cambodia,

Btate Departmant spokes-
man Carl E. Barich;sald yes-
terday that Mollenhoff asked

‘| Deputy Under Secretary for

Administration W B. Ma-
comber for the list and that
Macomber refused. Mollenhoff
then obtained the names any-
way from an undisclosed
gource in the Department.

The eontmnhtion with Rog-

It was the neeond time' in
the last few months that Mol-
lenhoff and Rogers have tan-
gled over probes by the White
House alde into the State De-
partment. Early this year, Mol-
lenhoff indicated he was inves-
tigating State’s handling of re-
lief to Biafra. Rogers objected,
and the White House subse-
quently ended the i.nvestlgn
tion.

Mollenhoff said yesterday
his confrontation with Rogers
over the list of Cambodia peti-
tion signers had “nothing to
do with my resignation” an-
nouncement May 30. He will
become Washington burean
chief of the Des Moines Regis-
ter and Tribune.

Part of the Job

who is on two
‘weeks vacation and will leave
trhe administration to' return

newspaper work in mid-
July, said, “Traditionally, the
ombudsman who does his job

properly will be in an adver.| %1

sary position with a wide

range of, government officials

and personnel. The role re-

‘quires investigations.”

But the White House yester-
day. said Mollenhoff had acted
“on his own wvolition” in his
quest for the names. Press
Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler
said Mollenhoff = has not

passed the list on to anyone at’

State Dept. Critics’ List

the White Houae, <but he
added, “He may.”

Ziegler and Moueuhoﬂ de-
nied that a dossier is being
compiled on the petition sign-
ers. Mollenhoff 'said, “The
business about compiling dos-
slers is bunk, but there wasa
list.” He refused fo elaborate,
adding, “I don't talk about my
investigations.”

Mollenhoff indicated he was
in close touch with the White
House on the controversy,
“Ziegler will tell you all about
it at the White House brief-
ing,” he sald. .

Data Fate Questioned

Ziegler was asked whether
Mollenhoff will be taking se-
cret FBI and tax information
that he has acquired during
his 10-month . tenure as a
White House aide when he
leaves next month, .

‘The press aide said he as-
sumes “Mollenhoff will deal
with the access he has'had to
government information in
the same way members of past
administrations have dealt
with them.” Ziegler said he
would “strongly quarrel” with
any indication that Mollenhoff
was leaving the White House

th extensive secret data he
has compiled on the job. '

Meanwhile, Ziegler said,||
Mollenhoff is “wrapping up
his affairs” and is ot
any further prubes in the ad-
ministration.




