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I terns 
of 

current popularity am
ong young 

 people are "m
agic eye" books: volum

es filled 
w

ith highly detailed, stereoscopic pictures that 
show

 one im
age to the casual observer but 

reveal a second, unexpected one to the view
er 

w
ho stares at it long enough. 
T

o investigative reporter D
an M

oldea, the 
assassination of R

obert F. K
ennedy is a sort of 

"m
agic eye" m

urder case. In "T
he K

illing of 
'R

obert F. K
ennedy," M

oldea lays out a detailed 
picture of a m

urder conspiracy concealed by 
inept investigators, then deftly turns the im

age 
inside out in w

hat can only be described as 
literary sleight of hand. 

T
he book com

es to a disconcertingly sur-
prising conclusion because M

oldea has struc-
tu

red
 it lik

e a m
y
stery

 n
o
v
el an

d
 d

o
es n

o
t 

reveal his personal view
s about the crim

e until 
the very end. 

G
unned D

ow
n 

K
ennedy, a U

.S
. senator representing N

ew
 

Y
ork, w

as gunned dow
n in L

os A
ngeles' A

m
-

bassador H
otel on the night of his victory in the 

1968 C
alifornia presidential prim

ary election —
 

a victory that at the tim
e appeared likely to put 

him
 on the road to the W

hite H
ouse. 

S
irhan S

irhan, a Jordanian im
m

igrant w
ith 

a checkered past, w
as w

restled dow
n at the 

scene and easily convicted of m
urdering the 

popular D
em

ocratic candidate. 
T

he case against S
irhan seem

ed open and 
shut. T

he physical evidence against him
 w

as 
overw

helm
ing, and S

irhan w
as convicted and 

sentenced to death. T
he sentence w

as com
m

ut-
ed after the C

alifornia S
uprem

e C
ourt ruled 

against the state's death penalty. S
irhan is in-

carcerated at C
orcoran S

tate P
rison. 
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A
fter the conviction, researchers began to 

tu
rn

 u
p

 ap
p

aren
t flaw

s in
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
's 

case: A
s M

oldea points out, critical evidence 
w

as m
ishandled, contam

inated or lost by the 
police, including photographs of the crim

e 
scene that w

ere discarded, P
erhaps m

ost im
-

p
o

rtan
t, in

v
estig

ato
rs n

ev
er reco

n
ciled

 th
e 

point-blank w
ound that killed K

ennedy w
ith 

S
irhan's firing position as described by eyew

it- 

B
O

O
K

 S
 

nesses. 

B
ecause of these discrepancies a num

ber of 
conspiracy theories em

erged. M
oldea exam

ines 
the evidence supporting them

 at length and 
concludes that w

hat appear to be discrepancies 
flow

 not from
 contradictory facts but from

 an 
Inaccurate prosecution theory of the crim

e. H
e 

provides a new
 hypothesis that loosely incorpo-

rates the existing evidence —
 and that does not 

require a conspiracy, second assassin or any of 
the other trappings associated w

ith alternative 
explanations of the crim

e. 

'A
cted A

lone' 

A
s M

oldea concludes: "S
irhan B

isbara S
ir-

ban consciously m
urdered R

obert K
ennedy, 

and he acted alone." 

In one respect, M
oldea's book is an act of 

courage. O
ver the years, he has becom

e associ-
ated w

ith the second-gunm
an theory of the 

R
F

K
 assassination and has w

ritten at som
e 

length about the possibility of a conspiracy. 
Y

et, confronted w
ith the totality of the evi-

dence, he w
as w

illing and able to reach a com
-

pletely different conclusion about w
hat really 

happened. 

M
any w

riters w
ould have sim

ply abandon-
ed the project w

hen they discovered that their 
fundam

ental view
s about a subject they had 

researched for years w
ere w

rong. T
hat M

oldea 
did not is greatly to his credit. H

is book w
ill 

serve future historians w
ell. 

B
ill W

allace is o
n

 th
e staff o

f T
h

e C
h

ro
n

icle. 


