
For the Record... 

An Early Morning Interview With Martha Mitchell 
Excerpted front an interriew held by Bar- 

bara Walters 	Martha Mitchell on the 
Today Show, February i i, 1971. 

Walters: Mrs. Mitchell, I hope, if we can 
in this interview, that we'll he able to let the 
American people have an idea of what 
you're really like and what your motivations 
s.ncereiy are, So let me just start with that. 

What is your motivation speaking out as 
you do? What do you want people to know? 

Mrs. Martha Mitchell: Barbara one never 
knows oneself, and its very difficult for me 
to say that . 	I have many motivations and 
I love to do things: I love to know people. 
.And what I'm doing in iVashington just 
seems to come more or less natural. 

Walters: Well. you've made headlines be-
cause of your habit of making telephone 
calls late at night. At those times, do you 
know what it is that impells you to do it? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Well, let's straighten that 
one out. May I ask you a question? 

Walters: Certainly, 
Mrs. Mitchell: How many telephone calls 

have I made late at night'? 
Walters: Well, the one that comes to my 

mind—and really if you had to pin me down, 
as you are, I would think of the one about 
Senator Fulbright. There have been others 
though, have there not? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Can you name them? 
Walters: No. 
Mrs. Mitchell: Can anyone else name 

them? 
that 	an 

swer, that you've really just made that one? 
Mrs. Mitchell: That is the only one late 

telephone call. And, furthermore, why 
should everybody get so excited about it 
when I was making it on my own time to a 
newspaper which is open all night? 

Waiters: Now, when you do these things—
a telephone call or a statement to the press 
—do you discuss this with your husband? Is 
he aware that you're going to do it? 

Mrs. litchell: My husband gets a big bang 
out of what I do. He seems to enjoy it thor-
onghly. Barbara. I don't represent the 
gover”,ent: don't represent myhusband's 

t'in 	:nd:..ndual: I'm a free ind 
vidual. And, consequently, what I say and do 
he gets a tremendous bang out of . . 

Walters: How do you feel about liberal 
Republicans? 

Mrs. Michell: Weil, I agree with them in 
many ways. In many ways, I don't. It's the 
same way with conservatives. I agree with 
them in some ways; in some ways,-  I don't. 

Walters: Well, let's say a liberal Republi-
can, like Senator Goodell. Now, you were 
not displeased when he was defeated for re-
election. 

Mrs. Mitchell: I prefer not to discuss Sen-
ator Goodell, because : feel somewhat like I 
do about Lindsay. L:ndsley. 

Walters: It is Lindsay? 
Mrs. Mitchell: I.:ncisley. 
Walters: It's Lindsley" 
Mrs. Mitchell: Yes. 
"'afters; We're talking about John 

Lindsay? 
Mrs. Mitchell: Yes. 
11 alter 	P's not I,:ndsk., 	ridsley? 
Mrs. Mitchell: Lindsley. 
Waiters: What do you mean? 
Mrs, Mitchell: Well, I've worked for the 

mayor of New York, and worked rather  

hard, especially among some of my good 
Democratic friends in Washington—in New 
York. Pardon me, I never know where I ant. 
I say one and then the other. 

And I really went out full for me. And all 
of a sudden. he just didn't come up to my 
expectations of a mayor of New York. And 
about that time, Mike Quill started in on 
him. And it used to tickle me to death when 
Mike got on television and ranted and 
raved. and he called Lindsay '1.'indsley'. So 
when I got mad at Mr. Lindsley, I started 
calling him the same thing. 

And I have a peculiarity, Barbara. I must 

tell you about. When I don't like somebody, 
I usually have a nickname for them. 

Walicrs: So john Lindsay. is John Linds-
ley. 

Mrs. Mitchell: Lindsley. 
Waiters: Now the Republicans have a 

Democrat in their midst-. former Governor 
of Texas. John Connally. who is a Cabinet 
member. How do you feet. abyut this, a Dem-
ocrat in with the Republicans? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Well, I think .. . [Mr.] Con-
nally is perfectly wonderful. I assure you 
the President of the United States is correct 
in every move he makes ... 

Waiters: Do you think so? Is there ever a 
time when the President does something 
that you don't agree with? 

Mrs. Mitchell: There have been times, but 
it's perhaps because—well, I know it's not 
hint But he has advisers, and they can't al-
ways be perfect. 

Walters: Can you think of a time 
you've disagreed? 

Mrs. Mitchell: No one's perfect. Not spe. 
cifically, no. You asked me about Mr. Con-
natty. Now. I think that he's a delightful per-
son front what I've heard about him. And I 
know. As my :in ,,band said. I didn't speak to 
him for two days after it was done. 

Waiters: You didn't speak to your hus-
band for two days? 

Mrs. Mitchell: No, not that he had any--  

thing to do with it. But I wasn't exactly cer-
tain this was a good move. So I don't know. 
I'm really not sure. 

Walters: Why didn't you think it was a 
good move? 

Mrs. Mitchell: I'm not certain that we 
should have Democrats on the Cainet. And 
that's my feeling. 

Walters: If you could mount a soap box 
and talk about anything you wanted. as in-
deed you can right now since we're on no. 
tional television. what would you like :u 
Say? Anything on your chest you'd like to 
our off? 

Mrs. Mitchell: If I had a little s'tap `nix 
and could go around the country. I.  think I 
would be inclined to start out on these revo-
lutionary people in 	 country that I'C  o-k 
should he run out And I don't believe in 
them: I don't think that a democratic coun-
try, how democratic it may be. should toter. 
ate people that want drastic overthrow Cr 
the government of this country. 

Walters: Which for example? What groups 
of people? 

Mrs. Mitchell: Well, it's hard to say. be-
cause there's a whole list of subversive 
groups and people in this country that I do 
not have my fingers on. These are in the 
files of the various and sundry departments 
in government, And I do not have my fin-
gers on all of these. And so it's difficult for 
me to single out any. If I singled out one, I'd 
like to cover this whole group who are viu. 
lent. 

du yen think we snould do? 
Mrs. Mitchell: Throw them out. Kick them 

out. Send them to Cuba. Air. Castro has 
emptied all his prisons over there. And 
those are the unfortunate ones that we've 
gotten. We have gotten a lot of good ones. 
But you take the return trip on that. And 
what happens? They go deadhead back to 
Cuba. 

Nov. in these planes all these revolution-
aries, if they want that type of government, 
can get out of America and go to Cuba. 

'Walters: Do you think they should have a 
trial in this country before they leave? 
You're going to just ship then,. out? 

MrS. Mitchel:: Not :1' they rime 
advocate such a thing. And I'm only speak-
ing of the ones that want violent revolution, 
which means overthrow of the government 
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