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By Mary Russell

Martha Mitchell, we’ll miss yc'm
While it's true you're not entirely- J
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- “gone with the wind,” nevertheless, J

. and the peace freaks, you were pretty
' anti-Establishment yourself. You re-.
:/+ifused to curtsy to the queen of Eng-
*-land, you protested when the Presi-,
dent didn't put a woman on the Su-;

(¥

_ . But in each case, it was not gvhat

. Attorney General’s job to work ony
* the campaign. You also wore a style. |
of clothing that was distinctly nmones <

your days as an official Cabinet wife. §.

are over, and the wife of President
Nixon's campaign director just won’t—-
have the impact the wife of the At—
torney General did. {

So in ‘these times ‘of mstant nosn A
talgia, we’re already remembermg
fondly your early morning telephone
calls, your blasts at Sen. Fulbright,
your castigating of peace protesters, T-
your three-inch stiletto heels and ;:
your Scarlett O'Hara dresses.

And we salute you.

You infused a shot of adrenahna
into a good gray Republic administra--:
tion. Before Henry Kissinger you .‘;
were. And while you startled us,;
stunned us, outraged us sometimes,. :
you also gave us a glimmer of light- ‘ 3,3
heartedness in those days which fol-* %
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lowed the upheaval of the ’60s, which ﬁ% i

seemed so grim, so full of anger.
frustration and hopelessness.- .

But there was more than that. #
‘While you scorned women’s lib, yousd
made it pretty plain that you believed’ |
in being anything but submissive, ;
“Qutspoken” was used so often be-
fore your name it became a cliche. 0

And while you scorned the hxpp:es

preme Court and you said flatly you}
didn’t want your husband to leave th

conformist, and if anlh‘pdy dldn’t hke
it that was too bad.

you said or what you did, but the
- sheer bravado of your doing it that
lent you that special something’that
turns a public figure into a very hu-
man, and more often than not. pke-
- able being.
. And it is in this sense that we hope-z
_you've started a trend, perhaps eve
: something so exalted as a tradition. g

kY Because the wives of Cabinet mem-

bers, ' congressmen, ‘diplomats and

' sometimes even First Ladies have
_ tended to treat their roles very deli-

. cately. Early on in their hushand’s
' careers they were told that everything
. they, did reflected on their spouse's
. image. And so public officials’ wives
have tended to rein in, to go out of;
their way to appear “normal properA

wives.’

See MARTHA, F8, Col 1

ig‘AnrHA From F1
. this unitizlng of

imafe also leads to a very

1mage — of women
&ings, never burn tha

kida:’:hever drop a teacup.
"“the extreme, it leads to
nhs ty. It leads to Pat
Nixdn 'saylng she has
NEVER had a quarrel with

' har"* band, and NEVER

thr@n .away any of those
cou;;lt‘,[ess plagues pressed
upon:jher in the course of

gning. In short, the -

p t wife is the plastie
wﬂg‘ and so, dehumanized
one;..ean't feel much about
her na way-or another, For

er to love or to hate,
tha@'i:hllc can only react to
what.is human, not to what
is a“géhricated image,

Yuu proved that a wife
‘can’ m:t only be human, but
nt tlﬁges outrageous, and the

| doesn’t fall apart, the
gove!mnent does not col-
lapighand, in fact, your hus-
ban Vs career doesn’t suffer,
Well.not too much anyway.
i clal wives, and partic-
ul those whose husbands
are|s ng for President
thlatyear might take a cue
tron"i.‘: that. Not that they
sho’_'gh;i all go about popping

never scream at the.

E -

about everything, God
forhld. But just that it won't -
matfer if a little human
frailty shows. Being tired,
vy, depressed or whimsi-
cal 8 normal and we'll for-
givesgiou if some of it shows.
Injfact we'll identify with
ynuNIt's what we votera !eel
all time.
or you, Martha Miu:hp
ell, Bbught to the ob-
tuscaﬁng world of Washing-
whtat | ‘Archie Bunker
y fo. television—the
‘of ténsion—releasing
lau,er that comes from
re -; zing how funny we




