
Attorney General John N. Mitchell chats 
with Reps. William McCulloch (R.Ohio) 

Associated Frees 

and Emanuel Celler. (D-N.Y.) before testi-
fying at House panel on crime. 
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Lawmen Told to 'Keep Cool' 
By John P. MacKenzie . 

Washingtor. Poet Staff Writer 

Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell yesterday called on 
police and National Guards-
nen to "keep their cool" un-
ler the pressure of civil strife 
Ind use only the minimum 
)hysical force necessary to 
naintain order. 

Mitchell, whose previous 
public utterances have focUsed 
in society's "dissident" ele-
nents, gave the advice in a 
;taternent announcing "high-
st priority" federal investiga. 
ions of the shootings at Au-
lust, Ga., at Jackson State 
-.."ollege in Mississippi Kent 
itate University in Ohio. 

The . attorney general-  an-
iounced the investigations, all 
Hider the personal supervi-
sion of Assistant Attorney 
"jeneral Jerris Leonard, 
phortly after an ad hoc investi-
gating committee led by Sens. 
3irch Bayli (D-Ind.) and Wal-
:er F. Mondale (D-Minn.) 
irged Mitchell to convene 
'ederal grand jury in Jackson, 
Miss. 

Mitchell's statement said 
the department is "prepared 
.0 take appropriate action" in 
.ts investigations if "legal 
process" proves necessary "in 
irder to develop all of the evi-
lence." The term "legal proe-
ms" is usually associated with 
the orders of a grand jury to 
utmmon witnesses and compel 
hem to produce evidence. 

Saying he expected "the full 
moperation of all appropriate 
state agencies," Mitchell 
added that the investigations 
:Ould help develOp "new 
guidelines for law enforce-
neat agencies generally in the 
field of riot and crowd con-
trol." If so, he said the govern-
ment would take the lead in  

"encouraging" their use at fed-
eral, state and local levels. 
' Meanwhile, said Mitchell, "I 
would remind all law enforet-
rnent agencies, whether they 
be local police, state police or 
National Guardsmen, that the 
first requirement of profes-
sional law enforcement agen-
cies, whether they be local po-
lice, state police or National 
Guardsmen, that the first re-
quirement of professional law 
enforcement officers is the 
protection of the public. One 
can recognize the provocations 
which often accompany civil 
disorders, but trained law en, 
forcement personnel have re-
sponsibility to 'keep their 
cool" and to utilize only such 
minimum force as is required  

to protect the safety of the 
general public, the bystanders 
and themselves." 

Like Mitchell, the ad hoc 
congressional committee re-
turned from Mississippi where 
Mitchell met with local offi-
cials and the committee held 
public hearings on the shoot-
ing 'deaths of two Jackson 
State students. Bayh and Mon-
dale were accompanied by 
Reps: William Clay (D-Mo.) 
and Don Edwards (D-Calif.), 
NAACP executive secretary 
Roy Wilkins and attorneys Jo-
seph L. Rauh Jr. and Clifford 
Alexander. 

The committee told Mitchell 
that his statement in • Cleve-
land, Miss., "about violent  

demonstrations and repressive 
reactions" could not have ap-
plied to. Jackson State "since 
—and we cannot emphasize 
the point strongly enouth-
there was no provocation to 
warrant -the bloodbath that 
took place." They called it a 
"mass lynching" by police. 

Earlier, Mitchell defended 
the legality of the grand jury 
report criticizing, but not in-
dicting, Chicago police in the 
December shooting deaths of 
two Black Panther leaders. 
Sen. John L. McClellan (D-
Ark.) told a House committee 
an Wednesday that grand ju-
ries are limited under present 
law to indicting or exonerat-
ing individuals. 


