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Calling the American crimi-
nal justice system "an aston-
ishing tale of neglect," Attor-
ney General John N. Mitchell 
yesterday urged national 
standards and goals to up-
grade police agencies, courts 
and prison systems. 

Mitchell said the govern-
ment would finance the proj-
ect, which would include par-
ticipation of local, state and 
federal officials. 

"By pooling the talents of 
professionals at all levels of 
government, we can set yard-
sticks to measure our progress 
toward a 20th Century crimi-
nal justice system," Mitchell 

, said in speech delivered at the 

the nation's three-headed 
criminal justice system: 

Police — Mast states have 
little or no basic training. for 
police. Police pay ranges as 
low as $165 a month, and some 
police agencies have only the 
telephone for communication. 
One unnamed state has only 
30 policemen on duty between 
midnight and 8 a.m. 

Courts — In some states, 
lower court judges and prose-
cutors are not attorneys. Pros-
ecutor pay is so low in some 
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Most prisons and jails are 
overcrowded and antiquated, a 
condition characterized by one 
state as "not only deplorable, 
but in many cases inhuman." 

In one state, Mitchell said, 
inmates themselves serve as 
guards, armed with rifles and 
pistols. 

A Justice spokesman said 
that Mitchell got the facts for 
his "tale of horrors" from 
state reports to Justice's Law 
Enforcement Assistance Ad-
ministration. The states were  

not identified, the spokesman 
said, because It was felt they 
were being candid and that 
the overall picture was more 
Important than • Singling out 
the states. 

Mitchell said that improve-
ments In all three areas must 
be made, and he cited Presi-
dent Nixon's pledge to make 
Washington a model com-
munity as an example of suc-
cess in the making. 

Through restructuring of 
the District's court system, 
bail reform, jail and prison re- 
form, expansion of the police 
department and other 
changes, Mitchell said, the 
backlog of court cases has 
been reduced and "for the 
first time in 14 years, crime in 
the District of Columbia is ac-
tually declining." 

"Just as the crime wave has 
been turned back in the na- 
tion's capital," he said, "I pre-
dict that we can turn it back 
across the nation." 

Mitchell said LEAA would 
Finance and help get rolling 
in effort to set national per-
'ormance standards and goals. 
Ie characterized LEAA as "a 
orerunner" in the administra-, 

ion's revenue sharing propos-
tis, pointing out that the 
.geney has $484 million  to 
;pend on criminal justice this 
'ear. 

Despite the fact that there 
save been several reports of 
:irruption, lack of direction, 
Ind mismanagement involving 
-_,EAA or state and local agen-
2ies, Mitchell characterized 
LEAA's block-grant approach 
as "an auspicious beginning as 
we move into a larger frame-
work of revenue sharing be-
tween federal and state and 
local governments." 


