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 A
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G
en. John N

. M
itchell shut the 

d
o
o
r F

rid
ay

 o
n
 p

leas fo
r a fed

-
eral g

ran
d

 ju
ry

 p
rate in

to
 th

e 
slaying of four K

ent S
tate U

ni-
v
ersity

 stu
d
en

ts in
 a sh

o
o
tin

g
 

incident involving O
hio N

ation-
al G

uardsm
en. 

T
h

e p
aren

ts o
f th

e slain
 stu

-
d
en

ts said
 in

 a released
 state-

m
en

t in
 th

eir b
eh

alf th
at, "T

h
e 

sh
o
ck

 o
f learn

in
g
 o

f th
e d

eci- 
sion 	

is n
early

 as g
reat as 

the shock that cam
e to us w

hen 
o

u
r c

h
ild

re
n

 w
e
re

 k
ille

d
 a

t 
K

ent S
tate on 

M
ay 4, 

1970." 
F

o
u
r w

ere k
illed

 an
d
 n

in
e o

th
-

e
rs w

e
re

 w
o

u
n

d
e
d

 d
u

rin
g

 a
 

cam
pus confrontation. 

M
itc

h
e
ll, in

 a
 th

re
e
-p

a
g
e
 

statem
ent, endorsed the finding 

of 
a p

resid
en

tial co
m

m
issio

n
 

that the shootings w
ere ''unnec-

essary
, u

n
w

arran
ted

 an
d

 in
-

excusable." 
B
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t h
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u
r rev

iew
  

p
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le ev
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ce o
f a co

n
- 

s p
i racy

 b
etw

een
 	

N
ational 

G
uardsm

en to shoot students on 
the cam

pus and that there is no 
L

ikelihood of successful prose-
cu

tio
n
s o

f in
d
iv

id
u
al g

u
ard

s-
m

en. 
"It is m
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 b
y

 th
e D
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e d
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d
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e F
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n
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 b
y
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P
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t's C
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issio

n
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th
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e w
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rd

s 
II 
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"unneces-

sa
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, u
n

w
a
rra

n
te

d
 a

n
d

 in
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excusable." 
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 b
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o
t reaso

n
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 b
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 evi-

d
en

ce w
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ich
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o
u
ld
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n
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u
te 

further to m
aking a prosecutive 

judgm
ent." 

In
 K

e
n
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h
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W
h
ite, p
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en

t o
f K

en
t S

tate 
U

n
iv

e
rsity

, sa
id

 th
e
 sc

h
o
o
l 

"m
ust and does" accept the de-

partm
ent's decision. 

T
h

e p
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u
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d
en

ts as w
ell as co

n
g

ressio
n

al 
and civil rights spokesm

en had 
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urged a federal grand jury in-
vestigation into the shootings. 

So had former Pennsylvania 
Gov. William W, Swanton, 
chairman of the President's 
commission on Campus Unrest 

"We had faith in the action 
that would ultimately be taken 
by the Department of Justice, 
and we had faith in the system 
of justice for which it is respon-
sible," said the parents in a 
statement released in their be-
half by the Rev. John P. 
Adams of the United Methodist 
Church's Department of Law, 
Justice and Community Rela-
tions. 

"Now we know that the De-
partment of Justice will not 
act. It is inconceivable to us 
that this is so, particularly be-
cause its own investigative re-
ports indicate that such action 
would have been fully appro-
priate." 


