e

2/18/T1

Hr, HBugene Eldemberg
Asa't V.FP. for administration
Undversity of “innesota

E.nnu.pil:l.l. Hinmne
Dear #¥r, Eidemberg,

MEEIKE Just received a cepy ef the Jfinneapolis Star stery of 2/12, saying that you
have recommended the destruction of espiouage files impreperly cellscted and in collabora=
tion with military intelligemce, While this in mot my purpose in writing you, I sugzest
that should your cempus police destroy every cepy of every such file in their posuesuion,
that will be a meaningless gesture, If you have amy familiarity with such operations, by
now you kmow that the essence of those files is contalued ia every governuent intelligence
file, if not that of credit-buresu investigaters, too, and that for the rest of thedr
lives the inmnecent will suifer for it,

Whether or not with the imvelvement of your campus police, I was the subject ef
this kind ef imtrusion into my rights while I was the guest ef your University in 1367,
mest inappropriately for a speaker whese tepic was "The Integrity of Lur Sociaty"bund
whose speech dealt with and decumented such intrusions. ' I was the gucst of the “tudeat
Union, I think the faculty represeatative present will recall seme of this incidemnt, for
tape=recorder-equipped ageats wore spotted ia tho audience. A tape was made of my
speech end it inciudes referemces to tiwese men,

1 ayparsantly was shadowed, teo, fer this alse was observed and osu today be
confirmed to you, in seme detail.

Muoh as I resent this fecble intimidation of a speaker, the luterferenca with
the rights of a writer, and the transgression agalanst any concept of academdc freoedor,
~ have an adied complaint, Whea I ieft Hinneapolis, om a plame that originated there,
end was wet by a member of the faculty umder whese asuspiocs I went to Kensas City,
snd with Kansas Uity that pleme's first stop, I had no luggage. I imsisted that the plane
be hsld fer search ani this was done. Seversl days later that luggage turnsd up, somewhat
mysteriously, in a city ¢ which that plane didu't go and in the possesslon of amother
airline, I watched it go down the Branifl chute in Mlineapelis.

The met result is t.at every paper, evern such things as papers of matches, was
missing, I cmrricd books im one of the pouches of my Val-a~Fak, but remeved them before
Banging it because o. the weight. *his wesn't done and that bag was rulned, the hunile
being torm out. Aside fron the peor condition of my clothes when I finally got them,
on that trip I sustained this added demsge: a brand new, $100 casette tap: recorder was
ruined and & brand new portable typewriter was rendered inopérative with such professional
sicdll that while the case remaimed without a soraéch, overy part of the frame was brokem
and ether ndner things, like the ribbon tramspert, were so deformed that I had to junk
it. The dealer frow whom I had just bought i1t said it wasa't worth fixing.
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Braniff could not have been more cemsiderate and helpful, more emb . rrassed, or
more cempletely without explamation of how this could have hapyened through normal
error or carelessmess. To the degree regulations permitted, they tried to make up my
loss. After that, it still came to closo to $200,00.

But meed I tell you hpw cempletely erippled am investigative reporter is when
he sturts to work with neither a typewriter mob a tape recorder more than & thousand
wiles away from his home? Thus you can see still another intrusion into my rights
and an interferemce with my ability to work. In comtext, this was alese the theft of
my First-Amendment rights,

Before these fllee are destroyed I would like you to make a thorough inquiry
and provide me with coples ef all existing records of this egplonage againat me,
with coples of any pictures that may have becn takem (and flashlulbs were popping
all over the audiemce), and of amy other records that way remain or with any iuforma~
tlon you may be able to get,

If I neither sugzest nor beliave that the Univeraity administration caused or
wanted such things, I also sug.est that 1% is not without respousibility,

It has been several months since I wreote Army Seeretary Resor about this, He has
made no response. Nor has the Army's genmeral counsel, I find it difiicult to interprat
this unsecmly silence as evidence of innocence,

I look ferward to hearing from you,

Sincercly,

Harold Weisberg
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By JOE BLADE
. Minneapolis Star Staff Writer

Allegations are true that military intelligence agents
obtained confidential student records and prohibited

.information from police at the University of Minnesota,

the University Board of Regents was told today.

A report by Eugene Eidenberg, assistant vice-presi-
dent for administration, said that statements made on
television and to newspaper reporters by former mili-
tary intelligence agents were true with one exception.

There is no evidence, Eidenberg found, ‘that the
university participated in surveillance of forelgn stu-
dents or in pressure exerted on them to take lie-detec-
tor tests about their personal affairs.

Although the sharing of information with in-
telligence agents violated regents’ policy, Eiden-
berg said, it resulted basically from gaps in admin-
istrative procedures rather than willful disobe-~
dience. . .

Many staff members in the administrations and

' records department were unaware of the regents’ policy
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and=had received a memo from the university recorder
saying that government agents were entitled to student
records. The memo reportedly was authorized, Eiden-
berg said, by R. E. Summers, former dean of admissions
and records ‘who died last summer.

The university police have developed files that
violate university policy, Eidenberg said. These are
photos of nonviolent campus events and.a file listing |
individuals who have participated in particular demon- -
strations and rallies. |’ s

Eidenberg recommended that the police be in-
structed to destroy these files.

From 1968 to 1970, there were meetings of intelli-
gence agents and university police an average of once
a week with “highly general” information shared about
campus events, Eidenberg said.

Photographs were given by university police to
an intelligence agent at least once, Eidenberg said,
in direct violation of university policy. But the
agents were never permitted to study the records
and files of the police.

Eidenberg recommended reorganization of the uni-

versity police.’ The regents’ appointment today of Wal-
ter Pomeroy as director of university safety and devel-
opment was intended to begin the reorganization. f

Andrew R, Vernes was named

ing C. B. Hanscom.

police chief, replac-




