
o," the report quoted t,esti-
ny froth • Maj.- Gen. Delk 
Coden; a top Army aviation 

as stating that an 
platoon's call for air 

port had to be. routed back 
ugh- companyn; beadquar-
to battalion headquarters. 
Studies Made 

sulbconunitte 111 d 
had .bieti.twei recent ma-

studies of the close sup-
situation, a secret report 

963 and a current study 
as "Project Forecast." 

added that it seems "an un- 
lievable- tragic thing" that 

Pen agon Is Charged With Dela 
In Iroping Ground Support Plane 

called • this•.:"communications Armed Services Committee 
tangled with Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Cyrus R. Vance, 
when Vance appeared before! 
the Committee to ekplain the 
Pentagon's decision to post-
pone $620 million worth of 
bane PP1)0.4749#04,..prOjeets..-41- 
ready voted. Rivers :Said the 
deferrals were forcing-soldiers 
at Ft. Gordon, Ga.,: to sleep in 
tents in zero teniperatures, 
were denying adequate hospi-
tal care to Servicemen wound-
ed in Vietnam, ...and were 
'nothing short of •a disgrace," 
Vance denied hospital 'care for 
Vietnam wounded Was inade- 
quate. 	;1:14; •: 	: took so long for the Army. • mcNamara .told ,newsmen•

d Air. Force to learn that after testifying :'before the 
ey "were unable to commun. Senate Armed;,Services Com-
te with each other In the inittee and  pefense-,Applwri, 

f ld." ations Subcommittee that the 
It was also noted both on U.S. bombing 

 
Viet-North 

Capitol Hill and at the penta- men was beitie limited-,; "to 
". 

gon that the Army and Air militaty targets and military 
Force encountered similar targets ealy.7,..4a.4-i*.  
close air support troubles in,•Both • the FfSee;tetary of 
World War II and Korea, Diteese  inctTereitki Earle 
while- Nun- and Marine- Corp,  
alrigrOund • action th 	n joner chierei, 	 enithee 

— 	reperts that ...?.•Commun The report declared that the "Mehl force" 'Units had not 
subcommittee was reluctant been ...encountered la t e 1 y. 

 
o be so critical of the 	r The ladd farce, in light-of its excellence 	y 	that betth Niercong  

In other types of aircraft, but and  :14432t1I'  Vietnamese  regu" 
suggested that perhaps the  lam have " been met in the 
Army should be allowed to de- last nix days and some pris- 
velop its ..own close support roa 	ems": wm taken. 
craft. 	 The. •two officials said that 

In other defense develop- the proposal  of retired Army 
ments on Capitol Hill: 	- GeO. James  M. etavin-• that 

Retired Air Force Gen. Cur. U.S. efforts ' Vietnam be 
LeMay urged, -chat the limited-to_ defending coastal 

ted States step up its bomb. enclaves had been rejected 

"more 
North Vietnam to wipe by,Asill active-duty-senior .of- 

•"more exPensive targets" Beers concerned 'with Viet-
11 as power plants, oil stor- Dam. Wheeler added that the 

and industrial plants. He major French defeat at Dien-
ke after giving ajjuse blenphu came In *fending 
ed Services aubcothlttee an'-"enclave."; ." 

w'..,Anheastivrirekbomtfers',Anil 	' 

d he Was not advocating the 
Wing of „Hanoi;  or use of 

clear weapons. ' • • 
,Chairman L:' Mendel Riv- 

ers (D-S.C.) of the . House 

By loh • G. Norris 
Waablerrtoii:Xost Start Writer. . 

A house Subcommittee 
charged yesterday that "Amer-
ican lives are being lest" be-
muse of "inexcusable" Penta-
gon ' delays In developing an 

...adequate ; warplane- for the 
close stippertaf,grotinci troops 
in Vietnam. 	 ' 

The chief blame for the situ-
. ation Was put onthe Air Force, 
with the :Army - and top Be-
te n s e Department officials 
sharing, the responsibility, in 
a report submitted by a House 
Armed Services Subcommittee 
headed by Rep.. Otis G. Pike 
(D-N.Y.). 	 • , 

The nine-man aubcomMittee, 
Which visited Vietnam and 
held lengthy Closed hearings 
here, unanimously condemned 
both the tactics and types of 
aircraft used by the Air Force 
to Support ground troops in 

. such "close proximity to their 
frontlines". as to • affect their 
fire and maneuverability. 

- 	- 
In contrast, the Pike 
mmittee PraiSed 'the 'Nati 

nd Marine Corps- for their 
opulent otsuceessful Apt. 

e.'„,f(jetiCti and airci•aftlor 
*IOWA etgrobnd troops. 

It anoted 
ts 

veabiatile. --kkg1,.&liat—tst had 
efenseec -KMTft---lrobert S. 
cNamara ordered the devel-
ment and production Of 
ch a „plane--already started 
the Navy Bureau of Weap-

ons—for all services. - - - 
"Perhaps the most appalling 

f4it which came tojhe atten- 
n of the subcommittee," 
d the report, "was the fact 
t until very recently the 

Force, which has  the re-
sibility for-PrOviding close 
ort to the Army:, on. the 

could not talk to the 
on the: ground • because 

th 	Force radios were not 
co atihie with the Army.  

In substantiation of what it 

1 



WITNESS-Secretary. ef Defense Robert 
S. McNamara leans over to ;fait Ito a. 

committee member as he arrives to 

Mated sten International 

before joint Senate committees on gupple-
mental authorisation and appropriations. 
At right is Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C.): 


