
alon
g th

e m
orth

ern
 coast of th

e view
p

oin
t of a b

attlefield
 

South V
ietnam

, then' w
in the com

m
ander; not a •theoretical 

"hearts and m
inds" of the peo- policy m

aker like D
efense Sec= 

pie by providing security and 
m

edical help. 	
retary Jam

es 11. Schlesinger, 

"In retrospect," W
ilson con- w

ho has put freflh em
phasis on 

ceded, that M
arine plan w

ould arm
ing the U

nited States for 
not have w

orked, either, be- lim
ited nuclear ivar. 

cau
se th

e S
aigon

 govern
m

en
t T

h
e com

m
an

d
an

t said
 th

e 
h

ad
 so little su

p
p

ort am
on

g found it "very, very difficult 
th

e V
ietn

am
ese p

eop
le.B

u
t 

even so, W
ilson said, pursuing to believe" that :a nuclear w

ar 
th

e co
a
sta

l stra
teg

y
 w

o
u

ld
 co

u
ld

 b
e co

n
tlin

ed
 o

n
ce a

 
h

ave m
ad

e m
ere sen

se th
an

 sm
all n

u
clear w

eap
on

 w
as 

ch
asin

g th
e en

em
y u

p
 an

d
 fired

 on
 th

e b
attlefield

 b
y ei-

dow
n hills for years under the ther side. 

M
arine C

hief F
aults 'Search and A

ttack' Strategy 

V
ietni

.rar Seen: F
ought in V

ain 
B

y G
eorge C

. W
ilson 

W
A

shirston Porititaft W
riter 

T
h

e V
ietn

a
m

 w
a
r w

a
s 

fou
gh

t •in
 vain

 "
from

 a m
ili-

tary p
oin

t of view
,"

 th
e n

a-
tion's top M

arine said yester-
day. 

G
en. L

ouis H
. W

ilson, w
ho 

b
ecam

e com
m

an
d

an
t of th

e 
M

arine C
orps July 1, also ex-

pressed doubts that any future 
w

ar w
ould stay lim

ited once a 
n

u
clear w

eap
on

 w
as fired

 on
 

the battlefield by either side. 
W

ilson
 , m

ad
e ilM

se • an
d

 
o

th
er co

m
m

en
ts d

u
rin

g
 a

 
w

ide-ranging interview
 at his 

office in M
arine headquarters 

at the N
avy A

nnex overlook-
in

g th
e w

h
ite h

ead
ston

es of 
th

e N
avy A

n
n

ex A
rlin

gton
, 

C
em

etery. 
H

e a
p

p
ea

rs a
 th

o
u

g
h

fu
l 

m
an, ap w

ell as the tough M
a-

=
ine W

ho has vow
ed , to k

ick
 

th
e corps into better shape. 
H

is rem
arks on V

ietnam
, 

for exam
p

le, w
ere tin

ged
 

w
ith sadness as he answ

ered 
q

u
estio

n
s o

n
 w

h
a
t th

e.  
U

nited States and the corps 
—

w
h

ich
 h

ad
 12,937 m

en
 

action and 51,392 
w

ounded—
gained from

 the 

"
It b

o
u

g
h

t u
s n

o
th

in
g

 
w

h
atsoever in

 retrosp
ect," ,  

sa
id

 W
ilso

n
. "

In
 fa

ct, it 
caused a great polarization 
am

ong the A
m

erican people 
and betw

een the A
m

erican 
p

eo
p

le a
n

d
 th

e a
rm

ed
 

forces." 
T

he historically good rela-
tionship betw

een the people , 
and the m

ilitary "is com
ing 

b
ack

 n
ow

,"
 W

ilson
 ad

d
ed

, 
b

eca
u

se th
e m

a
jo

rity
 o

f 
A

m
erican

s recogn
ize th

at 
"an arm

ed forge is an abso-
lute necessity." 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e V

ietn
am

 
w

a
r g

a
in

ed
 th

e serv
ices  

som
e ' m

ilitary experience, 
he added, "It's not the expe-
rience I w

oule like to have." 
W

ilson w
ho w

on the C
on-

gressional M
edal of H

onor 
for heroism

 in W
orld W

ar II 
—

served
 in

 V
ietn

am
 as as- 

sistant chief of staff for the 
1st M

arine D
ivision. 

In discussing the , m
istakes 

A
m

erican forces m
ade in V

iet- , 
n

am
, W

ilson
 con

ten
d

ed
 "

w
e 

lo
st a

 lo
t b

y
 g

o
in

g
 o

u
t in

 
search and attack units. H

ad 
w

e concentrated m
ore on the 

coastal areas and endeavored 
to keep up our closeness w

ith 
th

e p
eop

le, w
e m

igh
t h

ave 
done • better." 

T
h

e fou
r-star gen

eral said
 

it w
as "

very fru
stratin

g"
 to 

fight a w
ar under rules w

hich 
forbade going into the enem

y's 
h

om
e grou

n
d

 of N
orth

 V
iet-

n
am

 or cu
ttin

g th
e H

o C
h

i 
M

in
h

 tra
il th

ro
u

g
h

 L
a

o
s. 

G
iven those restrictions, W

il-
so

n
 sa

id
, "

g
o
in

g
 o

u
t a

n
d

 
searching and attacking an un-
seen

 en
em

y w
h

ich
 cou

ld
 ju

st 
fade aw

ay and com
e back the 

next day w
as very unproduc-

tive." 
T

h
e M

arin
e C

orp
s' p

lan
 

early in
 th

e W
ar w

as to tak
e 

over on
e city after an

oth
er 

G
E

N
. L

O
U

IS , H
. W

IL
SO

N
 

... new
 com

m
andant 

restriction
s im

p
osed

 on
 th

e 
m

ilitary. 
W

ilson's rem
arks on sm

all 
n

u
clear w

eap
on

s—
so-called

 
tactical nukes w

hich the M
a-

lines could fire ,through their 
8-inch and 155-m

m
 artillery if 

ordered to do so—
w

ere from
 

"
It m

ig
h

t b
e th

a
t in

 th
e 

early stages" of a conflict the 
U

n
ited

 S
tates m

igh
t be able 

"to send• m
essages" to an op-

p
on

en
t, b

y firin
g off n

u
clear 

w
eapons, "but that's a political 

decision w
hich is not m

y busi-
ness." 

B
u

t, on
 th

e b
attlefield

, "
it 

w
ould be very difficult to con-

tain"• a w
ar "by trading sm

all 
tac nukes. O

nce it starts, it is 
ju

st lik
e you

n
gsters figh

tin
g 

w
ith a stick. I find it very dif-

ficult to believe that w
e could 

trade tactical nukes and E
m

it 
it to a certain point" 

"
O

n
 th

e oth
er h

an
d

,"
 said

 
W

ilson
, if th

e S
oviets b

u
ild

 
sm

all tactical n
u

clear w
eap

-
ons, the U

nited States m
ust be 

able to m
atch them

 in kind or 
else settle for "m

assive retali-
ation, w

hich is a political deci-
sion." 

A
sked w

hat changes he in-
tends, to m

ake in the M
arine 

C
orps, the new

 com
m

andant 
sa

id
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 p
u

sh
 fo

r a
 

tou
gh

er an
d

 b
righ

ter ou
tfit 

w
hich w

ould forego the frills, 
su

ch
 a

s fig
h

ter p
la

n
es to

o
 

fancy for the jobs at hand. 
T

h
e 55-year-old

 W
ilson

-6 
feet 3 inches tall and w

eighing 
190 pounds—

is now
 dem

and-
in

g th
at overw

eigh
t M

arin
es 

slim
 dow

n. H
e has urged them

 
to cop

y h
is h

ab
it of joggin

g 
every m

orning. M
arines w

ill 
be subjected to frequent phys-
ical fitness tests. 

W
ilson said he w

ill put M
a-

rin
e officers th

rou
gh

 sp
ecial 

training soon to im
prove their 

sk
ills in

 callin
g in

 artillery ,  
figh

ter b
om

b
ers an

d
 recon

-
n

aissan
ce aircraft to h

elp
 a 

squad of infantry in com
bat. 

E
veryb

od
y from

 th
e com

-
m

andant on dow
n, said W

il- son, should be w
orking to •help 

the com
bat scpi'ad and m

ust 
learn to do it better. T

he spe-
cial training course w

ill get in 
fu

ll sw
in

g th
is fall, th

e corn
- 

T
h

is is th
e sam

e argu
m

en
t 

son
, arm

s con
trol sp

ecialists 
have been m

aking in faulting 
Schlesinger's policy of adding 
to A

m
erican

 cap
ab

ilities to 
fight a lim

ited nuclear w
ar. 

m
andant said, at, the M

arine 
C

orps desert range near P
alm

 
Springs, C

alif. 
A

dm
ission standards for the 

corps also m
ust be raised, W

il-
son said, for a higher quality 
outfit. W

ilson w
ill require that 

75 per cent of the new
 recruits 

be high school graduates. T
his 

com
p

ares to th
e 55 p

er cen
t 

high school graduate require-
m

en
t C

on
gress im

p
osed

 18 
m

onths ago—
in pre-recession 

d
ays—

w
h

en
 it ap

p
eared

 th
e 

M
arines w

ould not be able to 
recruit enough m

en. 
A

long w
ith taking in higher 

quality enlisted m
en, W

ilson 
has ordered a w

eeding out of 
trouble-m

akers in the corps to 
red

u
ce d

iscip
lin

e p
rob

lem
s. 

A
bout 1,500 M

arines have been 
d

isch
a
rg

ed
 in

 th
e la

st six
 

w
eek

s u
n

d
er th

e corp
s im

-
provem

ent program
, W

ilson 
said. 
In

 a reversal of p
reviou

s 
M

arine policy, W
ilson recent-

ly
, decided against buying the 

F
-14 figh

ter airp
lan

e on
 th

e 
grounds the N

avy should han-
d

le so
p

h
istica

ted
 en

em
y
 

p
lan

es. T
h

e M
arin

es, h
e d

e-
cided, should stick w

ith planes 
that can support troops on the 
grou

n
d

 as w
ell as serve as 

fighters. So the M
arines, W

il-
son

 said
, w

ill k
eep

 th
e F

-4 
u

n
til an

oth
er p

lan
e com

es 
along that can do both jobs.at 
a reasonable cost. 


