
ssW
ashington got its lines so tangled in. L

aos that 
secret in

telligen
ce estim

ate w
arn

in
g 

 
•
 	

. 	
. 

that the risk of nuclear w
ar w

as 50-50. 

it w
ould have'm

ade splendid com
ic opera if the 	

W
hen the Soviets backed off, D

ean 
R

usk, then the Secretary of State, re- 
consequ 	

i 
en

ces h
adn

't been
 so frau

gh
t w

ith
 rtsk."

 ' 
m

arked grim
ly: "W

e've been eyeball 
• 

to eyeball and I think the other fellow
 

- just blinked." 

Sw
ept: under the _secrecy stam

p is': 
chilling evidence that during the past 
th

ree d
ecad

es U
. S

. m
ilitary lead

ers 
have played dangerous gam

es w
ith nu- 

clear p
ow

er. . 	
: 

T
he evidence Is buried so deeply in , 

,P
entagokvatilts that w

e have been able 
Ito dig out only a few

 scraps. F
rom

 top-': 
tsecret R

and and Institute for D
efense, 

A
n

alyses stu
d

ies, 'w
e h

ave collected
 

'enough details, how
ever, to report that 

the m
ilitary brass som

etim
es have de-

liberately m
isled their civilian super-

hirs by w
ithholding or distorting infor-

m
ation.. 2 
M

ore often, the , iziform
atiO

n • has lie-, :. 
com

e distorted in the com
m

unications 
p

rocess. S
op

h
isticated

 in
telligen

ce is 
oversim

plified as it is boiled dow
n for • 

th
e easy - reading of top policym

akers., 
T

h
ey con

fin
e th

en
iselves largely to 

reading intelligence. digests, w
hich. re-

duce volum
inous field reports dow

n to 
'a few

 brief paragraphs., 
A

t a typical N
ational Security C

oun- 
cil m

eetin
g, for exam

p
le, tw

o d
ozen

 
com

p
let p

rob
lem

s m
ay b

e tak
en

 u
p

. 
, T

hey are sum
m

arized in such sim
ple 

term
s, how

ever, that the policym
akers 

couldn't, possibly have a full grasp of 
the,questione they are expected to de- 
cide. 	

. 	
. 

. 
T

he * sim
plification procesa - produces 

w
hat the experts privately call ' "blue- 

derbuss intelligence." T
his is Stark in-

telligence, stripped of its subleties. Its 
terse, com

pact 'form
 som

etim
es has a, 

pow
erful im

pact that w
ould' be -soft= 

ened 	
m

ore sophisticated inform
i- 
, 

tion. 	
'• 	

—
 

In
 th

e n
u

clear 'age, th
is can

 h
ave 

catastrophic consequences. Intelligence 
sources tell us that the sim

plification 
process led to "terrible errors," .for ex- , 
am

p
le, in

 assessin
g. th

e B
ay of 'P

igs 
expedition. 

t- 
N

ir m
ore frightening, of course, has 

been the oversim
plification and

- 

inform
ation that have brought the ,U

.S. 
to the nuclear brink:• H

ere. are
, a few

 
episodes from

 the secret studies: 
-49 Q

uem
oy-M

atsu C
risis—

In a recent_ 
colum

n, w
e reported that the m

ilita
ry

 
b

rass sn
ook

ered
 th

eir W
h

ite H
ou

se 
superiors into believing it w

ould take': 
tactical n

u
clear w

eap
on

s to rep
el an

 
, expected C

hinese C
om

m
unist invasion 

of Q
uem

oy and M
atsu islands in 1958. 

T
he m

isinform
ed N

ational SecuritY
 

C
ou

n
cil, th

erefore, ten
tatively: zip

, 
p

roved
 th

e u
se of n

u
clear w

eap
on

s 
against the C

hinese m
ainland. F

ortu-
nately, the crisis died dow

n bethre the 
m

issiles w
ere unleashed.—

  
I. L

aos C
risis—

W
ishington got its 

lin
es so

 tangled'in L
aos in the sum

m
er 

of 1960 that it w
ould have m

ade splen-
did com

ic
,  opera if the consequences 

hadn't been so fraught W
ith risk. D

if-
ferent U

. S. agencies, believe it or not, 
w

ound up supporting' aP
P

aaltes in a 
rebellion. 

T
h

e 'S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t stron

gly 
b

ack
ed

 th
e govern

m
en

t of P
rem

ier , 
T

iao Sarasonith. A
t the sam

e tim
e, the . 

C
entral Intelligence A

gency and
, the 

D
efense-  D

epartm
ent secretly ezicour-, 

aged a young paratroop captain, K
ong , 

L
e, w

ho then led a rebellion. 
B

oth K
ong L

e and T
iao Sam

sonith 
drew

 supplies, according to the secret 
evidence, from

 different U
S. sources. 

T
h

e con
fu

sion
 led

 to a crisis, w
h

ich
 

could have involved the. U
.S. in a V

iet-
n

am
-style w

ar. B
u

t th
e late Joh

n
 F

. 
K

ennedy cam
e to .pow

er in .1961 and  

r

efuse!' to
. com

m
it A

m
erican forces to 

ilia rem
ote and m

ountainous L
aos 

• B
erlin C

risis—
P

resident K
ennedy 

w
as so confused by the intelligence out 

of B
erlin in 1961 that he sent L

ucius 
C

lay on a special m
ission to G

erm
any 

to find out w
hat w

as going on 
T

he P
resident, according to the sec-

- ret evid
en

ee, n
ever really fou

n
d

 ou
t. 

F
riction developed betw

een C
lay, the,  

B
erlin

 field
 com

m
an

d
ers an

d
 Join

t 
C

h
iefs, w

h
o gave th

e P
resid

en
t con 

flicting reports. 
O

n
e p

rob
lem

 w
as th

at K
en

n
ed

y 
never saw

 the reports of the experts, 
w

ho understood the pattern of Soviet 
interference. T

heyeould tell how
 seri-

ous the Soviets w
ere by the w

ay
, they: 

buzzed allied planes and handled the 
checkpoints. 

y

H
am

pered by m
isinform

ation, K
en-

nedy sent 15 tanks through the check 
points to uphold U

.S. rights in B
erlin. 

T
he incident could have precipitated 

a deadly confrontation w
ith the Soviet 

U
nion. 	

. 
a C

uban C
risis—

In 1962, P
resident 

K
en

n
ed

y w
on

 a n
u

clear sh
ow

d
O

w
n

 
w

ith
 N

ik
ita IC

h
ru

sh
ch

ev w
h

ile, th
e 

P
entagon lied about w

hat w
as "going 

on K
ennedy threw

 a blockade around 
C

uba and prepared to stop Soviet m
iik. 

site shipm
ents from

 entering C
uban 

w
aters. 'A

 blockade,' of• course„-is an
,  

act of w
ar. 

A
s a confrontation approached in the 

A
tlantic betw

een Soviet ships enroute 
to C

uba w
ith m

issiles and A
m

erican 
w

arships ordered to block their pas-
Sage, the P

reaident had on his desk a 

• V
ietn

am
 C

risis -- T
h

e m
ilitary 

b
rass, eager to test th

eir tactics an
d

 
w

eapons in the field, w
anted to becom

e 
m

ore deeply involved in,  V
ietnam

.: T
hey,  

pum
ped bad, inform

ation into the P
en-

tagon until P
resident K

ennedy char- 
acteristically sent, D

efense Secretary 
f? R

obert M
cN

am
ara to V

ietnam
 in Sep-

t tem
ber 1063, to seek out the facts. 

A
n A

ID
 official in the M

ekong delta 
risked his career to go over the heads 
of his superiors ,and report the true 
situation to M

cN
am

ara. B
ut the Secre-

tary w
as talked out of it by his m

ilitary 
n advisers, and the U

S
. began preparing 

• to intervene. 
O

n A
ug. 2, 1964, N

orth V
ietnam

ese 
patrol boats, looking for ships that had 
raided the N

orth. V
ietnam

ese coast, 
attacked A

m
erican destroyers in the 

G
ulf of T

onkin. N
o one w

as hurt; no 
dam

age w
as done. 

A
 second dark-of-night "attack" prob-

ably never-even occurred but w
as the 

deviation of faulty radar. W
ith these 

dubious ingredients, P
resident L

yndon 
Joh

n
son

 created
 a p

h
on

y in
cid

en
t, 

w
hich he used to inflam

e the nation. 
T

he A
m

erican people never learned 
the truth about the G

ulf of T
onkin in- 

cid
en

t u
n

til w
as too late.' T

h
ey h

ad
 

no real say A
but the 60,000 A

m
ericans 

w
h

o w
ou

ld
 d

ie in
 V

ietn
am

, n
or th

e
.  

$150 billion that the w
ar w

ould cost, 
- nor the dam

age that w
ould be done to 

n
ation

al p
restige, n

or th
e d

eep
 d

ivi-
sions that w

ould be created at hom
e. 

In a future colum
n, w

e w
ill publish 

another report on the nuclear gam
es 

that have been played in W
ashington. 
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