
C
uba ll: A

 Second C
ut 

• 
rem

ark
: "N

o
w

.  M
r. S

ecretary, if you and your D
e
b

u
ttg

rig
o

ll  
• 

• back  to your offices, the N
avy w

ill run the blockade."" 
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T
he W

ithdraw
al of Soviet M

issiles from
 C

uba* 

,! C
h
airm

an
 K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev
's an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t o

n
 S

u
n
d
ay

, O
cto

b
er 

2
8
, th

at "th
e arm

s w
h
ich

 y
o
u
 d

escrib
e as o

ffen
siv

e [w
ill b

e] 
crated and returned to the S

oviet U
nion" m

arked the clim
ax of 

th
e crisis." A

 w
eek

 o
f in

ten
se in

teractio
n
 b

etw
een

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates an
d
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 p

reced
ed

 th
at an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t. 

T
h
at in

teractio
n
 w

as in
 larg

e p
art a b

y
-p

ro
d
u
ct o

f actio
n
 

w
ith

in
 each

 n
atio

n
 —

 actio
n
 th

at p
itted

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t lead
ers 

against organizations w
hose outputs they sought to control. In-

deed, the sim
ilarities betw

een the phrases w
ith w

hich the groups 
w

ho sat on top of each governm
ent characterized "the problem

" 
.• are suggestive. A

s S
oviet ships approached A

m
erican w

arships 
stationed along the quarantine line, the A

m
erican leaders sent a 

letter to the S
oviets expressing concern "that w

e both show
 pm

- 
), 

 
dente and do nothing to allow

 events to m
ake th

e situ
ation

 m
ore 

difficu
lt to con

trol th
an

 it is."134 L
ater a S

oviet reply em
phasized 

th
e d

an
g
er, "C

o
n
tact o

f o
u
r sh

ip
s . . . can

 sp
ark

 o
ff th

e fire o
f 

m
ilitary conflict after w

hich any talks w
ould b

e superfluous be-
cause other forces and other law

s w
ould begin to operate —

 the 
/fa

iA
,p

fa
r"133 A

s the clim
ax of the crisis drew

 near, develop-
m

ents w
ere, in the A

m
erican phrase, "approaching a point w

here 
even

ts co
u

ld
 h

a
ve b

eco
m

e u
n

m
a
n

a
g
ea

b
le."

136  T
h
e R

u
ssian

s 
chose another m

etaphor: the logic of w
ar. "If indeed w

ar should 
break out, then it w

ould not be in our pow
er to stop it, for such 

is th
e lo

g
ic o

f w
ar."" 

132 Inside the S
oviet U

nion 

A
n
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e S

o
v
iet w

ith
d
raw

al m
u
st b

eg
in

 
w

ith
 an

 ap
p
reciatio

n
 o

f th
e sen

se in
 w

h
ich

 th
e m

issile crisis 
co

n
stitu

ted
 fo

r th
e S

o
v
iets a "P

earl H
arb

o
r in

 rev
erse." D

u
rin

g
 

the crisis, the leaders of the U
.S

. governm
ent vigorously debated 

w
h

eth
er th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates co
u

ld
 p

erp
etrate a "P

earl H
arb

o
r" -

w
h
eth

er P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 co

u
ld

 b
e a "T

o
jo

." T
h
ere, "P

earl 
H

arb
o

r" referred
 to

 th
e Jap

an
ese d

ecisio
n

 to
 lau

n
ch

 a su
rp

rise 
attack

. B
u
t th

is sy
m

b
o
l h

as an
o
th

er co
n
n
o
tatio

n
 as w

ell. E
sp

e-
cially

 fo
r read

ers o
f R

o
b

erta W
o

h
lstetter's artfu

l acco
u

n
t o

f 

T
he Im

position of a U
.S. B

lockade o
 

of C
uba 	

131 
g

is
io

t4
 $

Y
 Q

r 
akfkroib;an11.1itrr 	

ere eyeball to
 ey

eb
all an

d
.  

I th
in

k
 th

e o
th

er fello
w

 ju
st b

lin
k
ed

." 321  B
u

t th
e N

av
y

 h
ad

 
, another interpretation: the ships had sim

ply stopped to pick up 
m

o
re S

o
v

iet su
b

m
arin

e esco
rts. O

rd
ers w

en
t o

u
t im

m
ed

iately
 

th
at S

o
v

iet sh
ip

s w
ere to

 b
e g

iv
en

 ev
ery

 o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity
 to

 tu
rn

 
back." S

hips approaching the area should be hailed and trailed, 
b

u
t n

o
 sh

ip
s sh

o
u

ld
 b

e sto
p

p
ed

 w
ith

o
u

t fu
rth

er o
rd

ers. N
ev

er-
theless, 

th
e P

resid
en

t ex
p
ressed

 co
n
cern

 th
at th

e N
av

y
,—

 
already frustrated because of the leashing of its designed blocip 
ade —

 m
ight blunder into an incident.  S

en
sin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

fears, M
cN

am
ara d

ecid
ed

 to
 ex

p
lo

re th
e o

rg
an

izatio
n

's p
ro

ce-
' dures and routines for m

aking the first interception. C
alling on 

the C
hief of N

aval O
perations in the N

avy's inner sanctum
, the 

N
av

y
 F

lag
 P

lo
t, M

cN
am

ara p
u
t h

is q
u
estio

n
s h

arsh
ly

." P
re-

cisely
 w

h
at w

o
u
ld

 th
e N

av
y
 d

o
 w

h
en

 th
e first in

tercep
tio

n
 

occurred? A
nderson replied that he had outlined the procedures 

in the N
ational S

ecurity C
ouncil m

eeting and that there w
as n_g_ 

need to discuss it further,  fin
g
ered

 b
u
t still calm

, M
cN

am
ara 

b
eg

an
 to

 lectu
re th

e ad
m

iral. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 E
lie A

b
el's reco

n
- , 

struction of that lecture, M
cN

am
ara firm

ly explained th
at: 

T
h

e ob
ject of th

e op
eration

 w
as n

ot to sh
oot R

u
ssian

s b
u

t to 
com

m
u

n
icate a p

olitical m
essage from

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y to 

C
h

airm
an

 K
h

ru
sh

ch
ev. T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
an

ted
 to avoid

 p
u

sh
in

g 
K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev to extrem
es. T

h
e b

lock
ad

e m
u

st b
e so con

d
u

cted
 as 

to avoid
 h

u
m

iliatin
g th

e R
u

ssian
s; oth

erw
ise K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev m
igh

t 
react in

 a n
u

clear sp
asm

. B
y th

e con
ven

tion
al ru

les, b
lock

ad
e 

w
as an

 act of w
ar an

d
 th

e first S
oviet sh

ip
 th

at refu
sed

 to su
b

-
m

it to b
oard

in
g an

d
 search

 risk
ed

 b
ein

g sen
t to th

e b
ottom

. 
B

u
t th

is w
a

s a
 m

ilita
ry

 a
ctio

n
 w

ith
 a

 p
o

litica
l o

b
jectiv

e. 
K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev m
u

st som
eh

ow
 b

e p
ersu

ad
ed

 to p
u

ll b
ack

, rath
er 

th
an

 b
e goad

ed
 in

to retaliation
. 130  

S
en

sin
g
 th

at A
n
d
erso

n
 w

as n
o
t m

o
v
ed

, b
y

 th
is lo

g
ic, 

M
cN

am
Ira retu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e lin
e o

f d
etailed

 q
u
estio

n
in

g
. W

h
o
 

w
o

u
ld

 m
ak

e th
e first in

tercep
tio

n
? W

ere R
u

ssian
-sp

eak
in

g
 o

f-
, ficers o

n
 b

o
ard

? H
o
w

 w
o
u
ld

 su
b
m

arin
es b

e d
ealt w

ith
? A

t o
n
e 

point M
cN

am
ara asked A

nderson w
hat he w

ould do if a S
oviet 

sh
ip

's cap
tain

 refu
sed

 to
 an

sw
er q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t h

is carg
o
. A

t 
that point the N

avy m
an picked up the M

anual of N
aval R

egula-
tions an

d
, w

av
in

g
 it in

 M
cN

am
ara's face, sh

o
u

ted
, "ItL

a 
there," T

o w
hich M

cN
am

ara replied, "I don't give a dam
n w

hat 
John P

aul Jones w
ould have done. I w

ant to know
 w

hat you are 
g
o
in

g
 to

 d
o
, n

o
w

."" T
h
e en

co
u
n
ter en

d
ed

 o
n
 'A

n
d
erso

n
's 

- 	
- 



Ed-Pp. 131,-2 of'G.T.Allison's The Essence of Decision are interesting. You did not send 
the footnotes. They could all be to She Abbe, who also failed to understand his own fact, 
one of the easier ways of become a journalism college dean. The part that follows these 
excerpts, headed "Inside the Soviet Union", might be interesting. Is this book scheduled 
for reprint? I recall something at the time of its appearance of Roberta Nohlstetter1  s 
"artful account", where 132 ends, but not much. I have Able's book and annotated it when 
it came out..oThe essential simplicity of the situation it served the interests of both 
sides to make seem complicated is not recognized yet. The details, the execution of the 
"quArantise"-, --the iissase-sehemings and-.-araege#-„tbsebiz4,414144,Kactu.--  
not simple. The situation was. Now it nerves no interest for it is be.understood. I do 

'long to return to that writing. Thanks, SW 


