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T
he :B

i B
oo 	

had fought :his w
ay to the...litness 

. . 
stand and 'w

as 1 	
••. ''.A

 good. public ;rvant 

is getting the-  ax 
	of a conspiracy, 
	

e A
ir 
 

F
o
rce;:.. the scoundrels„, in the A

ir -Force , are:laying 

to - franie M
r. Fitzgerald " ''.. ' the brutality of the M

ili-

tary -bU
reattcracy." 

1 
 

T
h

ese b
ead

 ',in
d

ictm
en

ts .rolled
 u

p
 ou

t of .C
lark

' 

M
ollenhoff's torso in the C

ivil ' Service C
om

m
ission's

•
h

earin
g room

 w
h

ere , A
. E

rn
est F

itzgerald
, th

en
 

w
ho "first exposed the , L

ockheed C
-5A

 and got fire&
 

for it w
as tryin

g to get h
is P

en
tagon

 jolt b
ack

.' 

M
ollenhoff, righteous even unto self-right&

ousiess, 

w
as d

estroyin
g th

e h
earin

g's atm
osp

h
ere ,of false 

) 
seriousness; the polite, slightly nasty deceturn 

(3:5A
 billio 

,T
ok

eep
 M

ollen
h

O
ff fron

tin
g at 

Service hearings the A
ir _Y

oftse tried to 

• executive priV
ilege `on the m

an4ainst his w
ill.' 

rs,,T
hat w

as too raw
 even-fel' .the hearing exam

ine 

yet w
h

at th
e B

ig -B
oom

er had to say m
ay still' signi. 

ficantly understate the culpability of som
e very ' 

ran
k

in
g p

eop
leieth

e five-sid
ed

 p
alace of d

eath
. 

Fitzgerald's(
  revelations concern the cost overruns 

w
hich have jum

ped the per-plane cost of the great , 

jet-assiefed gooney bird from
 $28 to $56 m

illion. B
ut 

cost' overru
n

 m
ay b

e a eu
p

h
em

ism
 for far graver 

"'acts. O
r thus it seem

ed to L
ockheed ,executive H

enry 

M
. D

urham
 w

ho popped up w
ith evidence show

ing 

that C
-5A

s w
ere com

ing off the production line w
ith 

literally thousands of parts m
issing. 	

, 

H
e told the inevitable Senate com

m
ittee investigating 

the nearly useless aircraft that, "T
he subterfuge began 

on Saturday, M
ardi 12, 1988, w

ith the roll-out of Ship 

0001 and continued. It rolled out w
ith 'slave landing 

gears, false leading edges, dum
m

y visor- (the nose of 

the aircraft) and other faked com
ponents." 	

. 

" T
his and a series of other charges including an A

ir.' 

Force overpaym
ent of a billion dollars to L

ockheed, w
ere 

substantiated •by a G
eneral A

ccounting O
ffice audit. 

T
hey forgot to give D

urham
 &

m
edal for this. A

lthough 

his evidence m
ight have prevented som

e of the cracked! 

w
ings and the 3,000, yes, 3,000, landing gear failures 

th
e p

lan
e h

as exp
erien

ce&
 h

e got.  it w
orse th

en
 

Fitzgerald. 
A

t first nobody w
ould even pay attention to him

.. 

"I w
rote to 86 senators and congressm

an. I haven't 

heard from
 them

 yet. I ,received only 16 replies and 

they w
ere 'dear friend' letters," he says but finally

'  

he did. reach M
orton M

intz of T
he W

ashington P
ost. 

; T
h

e..  facts got out and D
urham

 lost his job. 

See C
O

M
M

E
N

T
A

R
Y

, E
5, C

ol. I 

m
ak ing 

T
he B

ank 

A
nd the 

Sound 

Barrier 

of a priori judgm
ent. 	

V 	
, 

E
ach

 tim
e th

e B
ig B

oom
er,/' cou

ld
 let 

go 
w

ith 

another epithet, C
oL

 T
eagarden, the A

ir Force's,law
yer, 

w
ould coil. backw

ards and,-like a prosecutorial abbot, 

turn his head aw
ay and sidle the corners of his m

outh. - 

dow
nw

ard in • sw
eet disdain. H

e and the governm
ent 

had tried to keep the heretical M
ollenhott from

 testi-. 

tying, but he w
an there bellow

ing reproofs at thenr —: 

so th
ey tried

 to in
ak

e h
im

 ou
t as a m

an
iac; w

ith
 a 

crazy hair inside'irritating his gut. 	
. 

M
ollenhoff w

as an unaccountable m
istake. O

ne of the 

prem
ier investigative reporters in W

ashington and a . 

loudly honest. m
an, N

ixon
,  h

ad
. ap

p
oin

ted
 h

im
 as 

special counsel to the P
resident at the beginning of his 

first term
. H

e is b
ack

 w
ith

 T
h

e D
ei.  M

oines R
egister 

and. T
ribune now

. B
ut W

hile at the. W
hite A

buse he 

.,handled the F
itzgerald .case and

. conclude&
 he A

ir 

'F
orce W

as out to' 'get the forrner'P
entagon •• official - 

ter m
ak

in
g p

u
b

lic th
e story of th

e lost L
b

ck
h

eed
 

of an
 

ecclesiastical trial's certainty of foregone conclusion„ 



have ' been 

conaidered; death trap
porsn'a 
 by 	Pettile-  bud'  d it. 

"'imbueto 	ena-'.401, 'go 404' 111P 
American icidlera on Itir,lea4et by; 

1.042. 61. 
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