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[ Unusable Tankﬁ

At least $1. billion—-and pos-
sibly much. more—has been
-] #pent during the last 10. -years
by the Atmy on a tank system
with no ‘present military
value, a_ Congressional lnqtm-y
‘Frevealed yesterday. i
The tank system, the sherl-
dan, had been intended by the
Army to‘ e thev Rolls Royce of

counting Office: tolq.nt om-
mittee  of the: House Armed
Services Committee that 8Q

problems than the Edsel. :
- ‘And ‘the“Army;" insofar’ as
the publlc record is concerned,
has malntained a stony silence,

muel S Stratton o-
NY), chairman ‘of the investi-
gating subcommlttee, closed

the hearings to the ‘publie just
when the details were about ta
emerge, £ -

Secrecy Questioned’

Denying - that ‘any-nati, 'ona’l“'

secur.lty would be jeopardized,
Stratton .said the Army in-|
sisted that certain details—
some of them already public
~— "had been .classifled. The
Army also has 'said it would
-not allow “its~ remesentatives
to testify in public.
© YL ean understand.-- that
‘many of the details of this-
case are indeed embarrassing
to the Army, but I have not
honestly though they. involved
national security," Stratton
. Snapped.
Going further, he said “For
" the most part, the. nature pf
sithe * information  “which ™
been classified by the' Army is
such that 'one-might reason-
ably conclude that this censor:

By Robert C. Maynard
Washington Post Btalf Writer ~

eed. .an attempt to
hide b g ineptn gss

o "'Sorry’ Aﬂah' ;

* " 'With that, the hearing in the

'+’ Rayburn “Building ' was closed

'to of those without top se

ty cleﬁ.i'hnce. ‘By:that. time,

i though, xﬁuch ot what Stutton f

[tonven
lsz-nﬁlimeter shell’ whose cas-|
' ing is supposed to ‘be combus-

: 'ing a tank wlﬂ&mwaﬁiwn,
. likened to a thchdog‘with.no L

almost six. years ago More
than $150 million and only two
* working jnodels later,..Ger-
many gave up on the: project|

as too Tich for that country !
and {00 ebsolete to be much
use i« Central Europe, where |-
-better tanks are already in the
"hands of her Cold War adver-
-saries. The U.S., Stratton sald
‘was “left high and dry,” ...

* At this very moment “the'
Army is- still building Sheri
dan_ training. simulatorss that{
don’t [ .work.:.The . simulators
.each "cost  $5000 ‘extra to be
made workable, So far, $1.mjl-|
lion would have to be ‘spent on’
modifications, but the’ thiﬁgs i
are. atill rolling off the ¢ assem-
bly line, - X

® GAO ‘told Defense’ Secre- :
tary Robert S. McNamara in);
ilate 1967 ‘that there were seri-
ous .problems - with -Sheridan, |

e I

but it. contlnued to be made >
Army Rulee
Allthough con-

: Anmy
ceded ‘within its own counelils.
that the-Sheridan was in deep;
‘Arouble, it put the weapon into
pmduction, In_violation of ity

... regulati

Bunker, “deputy|

~commanding-fgeneratl of “fhe) e

Army. Materiel Command, say-
Ing that if the problems were :
admitted to, ‘the money for the
program would.be withdrawn.

Strattonsaid ‘he’ cdncluded
from- that that the ‘Army’s rea-
son for hanging on to the pro-
gram :was precisely for,that
purpose=-to prevent loss: 6f
the budgeted funds for Sheri-,
dan and its missile. component
the Shillelagh missile, -

The Sheridan/. Shillelagh |

system was’ to .have included
-sophisticated: features “sach as
hig)vspeed “about 10 miles'an
hoti: fastet'than the M60 tank,
which now can- travel at 32
miles an hour; ' - i

M. 'was also to have had a
suspension system_that-would
;Jhave s allowed it_ to . fire Ats
‘weaponis while moving, air
conditiohing that would filter|
out radioactive fallout, missile]
_capability and—-from the-same|:
‘tubes—fire - 7 conyentional |!
shell - with . n caslng -that|’
burnéd up at each firing and
did not need to be ejected
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