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Jack A

n
d

erso
n

 	
W

ith
 L

E
S

 W
H

IT
T

E
N

 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 D
eep in the bow

els 
o
f th

e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
, a

n
o
th

e
r p

lu
m

b
e
rs 

squad has been operating in the style of 
the notorious W

hite H
ouse plum

bers. 
Its ex

isten
ce w

as m
entioned by B

ob 
W

oodw
ard, the star W

atergate reporter, 
in the W

ashington P
ost. H

e w
rote about 

a
n
 a

lle
g
e
d
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 p
lo

t to
 

assassinate m
e in late 1971 or early 1972. 

H
e q

u
o
ted

 W
. D

o
n
ald

 S
tew

art, a 
form

er P
entagon investigator, as saying 

he had been given "every resource in the 
b
o
o
k
" to

 sto
p
 th

e leak
s to

 o
u
r co

lu
m

n
. 

O
ne effort alone. S

tew
art estim

ated, cost 
$100,000. 

S
tew

art claim
ed he had traced stories 

in our colum
n to m

ore than 60 classified 
d
o
cu

m
en

ts. "S
tew

art said
 th

e leak
s to

 
(Jack

) A
n
d
erso

n
 in

fu
riated

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
o
u
se to

 th
e p

o
in

t th
at th

en
-P

resid
en

t 
N

ix
o
n
 w

o
rrie

d
 a

b
o
u
t h

is a
b
ility

 to
 

c
o
n
d
u
c
t fo

re
ig

n
 a

ffa
irs,"

 w
ro

te
 

W
oodw

ard. 
T

h
e fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t rev
ealed

 th
e 

d
etails o

f th
e secret V

ietn
am

 p
eace 

n
eg

o
tiatio

n
s sev

eral w
eek

s ah
ead

 o
f  

schedule, according to S
tew

art, because 
"th

ey
 w

ere afraid
 Jack

 A
n
d
erso

n
 w

as 
going to scoop them

." 
T

he truth is, of course, that w
e exposed 

N
ix

o
n
's m

isrep
resen

tatio
n
s ab

o
u
t th

e 
V

ie
tn

a
m

 w
a
r, th

e
 In

d
ia

-P
a
k
ista

n
 

conflict and the IT
T

-N
ixon connections. 

W
e also revealed in 1971 that the C

IA
 had 

attem
p
ted

 to
 assassin

ate u
n
d
esirab

le 
foreign leaders. 

Iro
n
ically

, o
u
r sto

ry
 ab

o
u
t th

e C
IA

's 
plot against C

uban P
rem

ier F
idel C

astro 
described an attem

pt to poison him
 w

ith 
p
e
lle

ts th
a
t w

o
u
ld

 le
a
v
e
 n

o
 tra

c
e
. 

A
ccording to W

oodw
ard, that w

as how
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se in

ten
d
ed

 to
 d

o
 aw

ay
 

w
ith m

e. 
W

hat upset N
ixon the m

ost, according 
to

 o
u
r W

h
ite H

o
u
se so

u
rces, w

as o
u
r 

re
v
e
la

tio
n
 th

a
t b

illio
n
a
ire

 H
o
w

a
rd

 
H

u
g
h
es h

ad
 sen

t tw
o
 $

5
0
,0

0
0
 cash

 
bundles, one to K

ey B
iscayne, the other 

to
 S

an
 C

lem
en

te, fo
r N

ix
o
n
's u

se in
 

betw
een his presidential cam

paigns. T
he 

m
oney w

as accepted by N
ixon's friend, 

B
ebe H

ebozo 

It w
asn't national security but political 

security, in other w
ords, that caused the 

fo
rm

er P
resid

en
t to

 u
n
leash

 b
o
th

 th
e 

W
hite H

ouse plum
bers and the P

entagon 
plum

bers upon us. 
S

te
w

a
rt h

e
a
d
e
d
 th

e
 P

e
n
ta

g
o
n
 

p
lu

m
b
ers, w

h
o
 o

p
erated

 o
u
t o

f ro
o
m

 
3E

993 in the P
entagon. In the spring of 

our sources. 	
_ - 

S
m

ith
 later to

ld
 u

s th
at S

tew
art h

ad
 

bullied and badgered him
, scalding him

 
w

ith obscenities. S
tew

art sw
ears that his 

in
terro

g
atio

n
 o

f S
m

ith
 w

as p
o
lite an

d
 

p
ro

p
er. 

In the end, S
m

ith w
as hauled before a 

grand jury w
hich concluded that he w

as 
innocent of any w

rongdoing. 
T

h
e m

o
st g

rap
h
ic acco

u
n
t o

f th
e 

P
en

tag
o
n
 p

lu
m

b
ers in

 actio
n
 h

as b
een

 
p
ro

v
id

ed
 b

y
 N

av
y
 Y

eo
m

an
 C

h
arles 

R
ad

fo
rd

, w
h
o
 w

as also
 su

sp
ected

 o
f 

leaking inform
ation to us. 

T
estifying behind closed doors, he told 

the S
enate A

rm
ed S

ervices C
om

m
ittee 

how
 the P

entagon P
lum

bers had w
rung 

a confession out of him
. T

hey grilled him
 

abusively, strapped him
 to a lie detector, 

brought him
 back for m

ore questioning 
an

d
 th

en
 rep

eated
 th

e p
ro

cess all o
v
er 

ag
ain

. R
ad

fo
rd

 testified
 u

n
til h

e b
ro

k
e 

dow
n and w

ept. 
R

adford identified S
tew

art as his chief 
inquisitor. S

tew
art called him

 a traitor, 
th

re
a
te

n
e
d
 h

im
 w

ith
 p

riso
n
 a

n
d
 

sc
re

a
m

e
d
 o

b
sc

e
n
itie

s a
t h

im
, sa

id
 

R
adford. 
"H

e w
as convinced that I w

as the only 
one w

ho had passed inform
ation to Jack 

A
nderson ...," R

adford said. "H
e used a 

lot of w
ords, just a w

hole string of gutter 
language that you can im

agine." 
A

s th
e slim

, so
ft-sp

o
k
en

 y
eo

m
an

 
recounted it, "I w

as on the m
achine and 

then I w
ent back in the other room

 and 
talked to him

, and then I cam
e back on 

the m
achtne." 

"D
id they use a rubber hose on you?" 

a
sk

e
d
 th

e
n
-S

e
n
. H

a
ro

ld
 H

u
g
h
e
s, 

D
.-Iow

a, incredulously. 
"N

o
," rep

lied
 R

ad
fo

rd
, "b

u
t I w

o
u
ld

 
not have been surprised. (S

tew
art) w

as 
pretty angry. H

e w
as alm

ost hysterical 

. H
is ey

es w
ere b

lo
o
d
sh

o
t, an

d
 h

e 
looked like he w

as m
ad. H

e looked like 
he w

as m
ad." 

"W
ere y

o
u
 p

h
y
sically

 th
reaten

ed
 in

 
any w

ay?" pressed H
ughes. 

"N
o" said R

adford, "h
e did not lay his 

hands on m
e in any w

ay. H
e pounded the 

desk. H
e m

ade m
otions like I suppose he 

w
ould leap across the desk at m

e at any 
m

om
ent. B

ut he did not touch m
e in any 

w
ay

." 
"T

h
en

 y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

reaten
ed

 th
is 

w
ay and then you w

ould be taken in for a 
p
o
ly

g
ra

p
h
 e

x
a
m

in
a
tio

n
?
" a

sk
e
d
 

H
ughes. 
"Y

es sir, as I recall, th
at is h

o
w

 it 
happened." 

"A
nd then you w

ould be called back in 
fo

r m
o
re

 in
te

rro
g
a
tio

n
 a

fte
r th

e
 

polygraph test?" asked the senator. 
"Y

es sir ...." said
 R

ad
fo

rd
. "A

fter I 
broke dow

n, that is w
hen they let m

e go 
hom

e. T
hat is w

hen it ended, after I told 
them

 I w
as passing inform

ation ..." 
H

e co
n
fessed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 slip
p
ed

 
in

fo
rm

atio
n
 fro

m
 H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er's 

desk and briefcase not to us, but to the 
Joint C

hiefs of S
taff. 

"T
h
en

 th
ey

 sto
p
p
ed

. T
h
en

 let-m
e g

o
 

hom
e," he said. 

"Y
o
u
 b

ro
k
e d

o
w

n
 an

d
 cried

?" ask
ed

 
H

ughes. 
"Y

es sir," said the yeom
an. 

F
o
o
tn

o
te: S

tew
art h

as stren
u
o
u
sly

 
denied any abuse of R

adford and told us 
th

a
t th

e
 e

n
tire

 in
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 w

a
s 

conducted by the book. 


