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 D
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ig
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T

he O
lym

pics w
ere inaugu-

rated here today w
ithout in-

cid
en

t an
d
 m

o
st o

b
serv

ers 
—

 Including m
any dissident 

students —
 believed that the 

tw
o-w

eek G
am

es w
ould con-

tin
u
e u

n
im

p
ed

ed
 b

y
 an

ti-
governm

ent disorder. 
T

h
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t is •n
o
w

 
u
n
ited

 in
 d

eterm
in

atio
n
 to

 
m

ak
e. th

e G
am

es su
cceed

, 
an

d
 th

e m
o
re rad

ical stu
-

d
en

ts h
av

e b
een

 d
iv

id
ed

 b
y
 

the governm
ent tactics. 

H
o
w

ev
er, m

an
y
 th

ere b
e-

lieve that divisive issues w
ill 

v
ise ag

ain
 after th

e G
am

es. 
O

p
in

io
n
 is sp

lit o
n
 w

h
eth

er 
th

e so
u
rce o

f d
isq

u
iet w

ill 
b
e th

e stu
d
en

ts o
rth

e fac-
tions w

ithin the governm
ent 

th
at h

av
e u

sed
 th

e stu
d
en

t 

m
ovem

ent for their ow
n pol-

itical ends. 
P

ro
b
a
b
ly

 to
o
 m

a
n
y
 

ch
an

g
es h

av
e tak

en
 p

lace 
am

o
n
g
 th

e stu
d
en

ts d
u
rin

g
 

tw
o
 an

d
 a h

alf m
o
n
th

s o
f 

strife fo
r th

em
 to

 retu
rn

 to
 

the status quo. 
In

 th
e w

o
rd

s o
f a sy

m
p
a-

thetic social science profes-
so

r at th
e N

atio
n
al U

n
iv

er-
sity, "T

he students are radi-
calized but not yet fully pol-
iticized." 

H
e explained that m

ost of 
th

e stu
d
en

ts at th
e 9

0
,0

0
0
-

stro
n
g
 N

atio
n
al U

n
iv

ersity
 

and som
ew

hat sm
aller poly-

tech
n
ical co

lleg
e co

m
p
lex

 
w

ere p
o
litically

 u
n
in

itiated
.  

three m
onths ego. 

B
u
t ex

cessiv
e p

o
lice b

ru
-

tality
, as th

e p
ro

fesso
r p

u
t 

it, in
 su

p
p
ressin

g
 an

 in
ter-

sch
o
o
l fracas in

 Ju
ly

 m
ad

e  

th
e stu

d
en

ts resen
tfu

l an
d
 

pushed them
 into aggressive 

counteraction. 
T

h
ey

 fo
rm

ed
 a N

atio
n
al 

S
trike C

ouncil, com
posed of 

250 representatives from
 125 

facu
lties—

an
d
 fro

m
 alm

o
st 

as m
any degrees of ideologi-

cal m
atu

rity
. 1

;ti g
en

eral, 
they w

ere excitable, open to 
su

g
g
estio

n
, an

d
 alm

o
st d

e-
void of •reflection. S

tudents 
re

c
a
ll th

a
t fro

m
 th

e
 sta

rt 
th

ere w
ere ex

trem
e leftist 

ag
itato

rs w
h
o
 tried

 to
 tu

g
 

th
e m

ajo
rity

 to
w

ard
 v

io
len

t 
clashes. 

B
u
t w

ith
 few

 ex
cep

tio
n
s 

th
e S

trik
e C

o
u
n
cil m

ain
-

tain
ed

 a d
iscip

lin
ed

 fro
n
t, 

th
e
 id

e
o
lo

g
ita

l e
x
tre

m
e
s 

su
b
m

erg
ed

 in
 fav

o
r o

f th
e 

pursuit of lim
ited dem

ands: 
th

e d
isso

lu
tio

n
 o

f th
e rio

t 
police, punishm

ent of those 
responsible for 'brutality, in-
d
em

n
ificatio

n
 o

f ag
g
riev

ed
 

p
e
rso

n
s a

n
d
 re

p
e
a
l o

f a
 

crim
inal code article perm

it-
tin

g
 a

rre
sts fo

r w
h
a
t a

re
 

seen as political crim
es. 

T
h
e stu

d
en

ts seem
ed

 to
 

cap
tu

re th
e im

ag
in

atio
n
 o

f 
th

e citizen
ry

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

eir 
m

assiv
e' rallies, a g

reat si-
len

t m
arch

 co
n
sisten

tly
 d

e-
scrib

ed
 as aw

eso
m

e, an
d
 

th
eir "b

rig
ad

es" p
ro

sely
tiz-

in
g
 am

o
n
g
 m

o
to

rists an
d
 

facto
ry

 w
o
rk

ers fo
r fin

an
-

cial and m
oral support. 

W
hen the governm

ent re-
sp

o
n
d
ed

 w
ith

 n
ew

 su
p
p
res-

sio
n
, th

e stu
d
en

ts' resp
o
n
se 

w
as to up the ante, to "radi-

calize". 
B

u
t, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 

quoted professor, this so far 
h
as o

n
ly

 set th
e stag

e fo
r 

co
n
v
ersio

n
 o

f th
is rad

ical 
tem

per into a coherent polit-
ical platform

. 

W
h
atev

er th
e p

resen
t p

o
-

litical sophistication of M
ex-

ican
 stu

d
en

ts, it is d
eep

en
-

th
at h

as k
ep

t th
e C

o
u
n
cil 

in
g
. A

n
d
 th

e p
ressu

re o
n
 

th
em

 is to
 tu

rn
 to

 th
e left, 

alth
o
u
g
h
 th

e lead
ersh

ip
 o

f 
th

e S
trik

e C
o
u
n
cil at th

is 
tim

e seem
s m

oderate. 	
. 

P
e
rh

a
p
s th

e
 o

n
e
 th

in
g
 

that has kept the C
ouncil af-

a
flo

a
t is th

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
 

stu
d
en

t activ
ists o

f th
e far 

left have been com
prom

ised. 
S

ev
eral o

f th
em

 w
h
o
 w

ere 
arrested

 h
av

e sin
ce im

p
li-

c
a
te

d
- d

o
z
e
n
s o

f stu
d
e
n
t' 

lead
ers as w

ell as n
atio

n
al 

p
o
litical fig

u
res in

 sch
em

es 
to

 b
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent. 
A

 m
ajo

r q
u
estio

n
 b

efo
re 

confused m
iddle-of-the-road 

stu
d
en

ts is w
h
eth

er all, o
r 

only som
e, of theseiradicals 

w
ere p

lan
ted

 in
 th

e m
o
v
e-

m
ent by political factions. 
S

o
m

e o
f th

ese lead
 e rs 

h
av

e affirm
ed

 th
at th

ey
 saw

 
th

e
 stu

d
e
n
t u

n
re

st a
s a

 
m

eans of m
ounting an arm

ed 
rev

o
lt lead

in
g
 to

 estab
lish

-
m

en
t o

f a C
o
m

m
u
n
ist state. 

N
o
 o

n
e can

 m
easu

re h
o
w

 
w

id
ely

 th
is attitu

d
e is h

eld
. 

O
n
e su

sp
ects it is lim

ited
. 

B
u
t it is su

b
ject to

 co
n
stan

t 
encouragem

ent. 
L

ast w
eek

 I m
et w

ith
 a 

y
o
u
n
g
 m

ed
ical stu

d
en

t, a 
political-science m

ajor and a 
stu

d
en

t teach
er in

 th
e co

m
-

p
an

y
 o

f a law
y
er d

efen
d
in

g
 

a jailed
 stu

d
en

t. 
T

he law
yer w

as Jose R
ojo  

C
oronado, w

ho has defended 
C

om
m

unists against govern-
m

e
n
t c

h
a
rg

e
s a

s w
e
ll 

as 
tak

in
g
 o

n
 a S

o
n
g
 strin

g
 o

f 
civil rights cases. 

R
o
jo

 m
ad

e a stro
n
g
 p

lea 
fo

r h
is p

resen
t clien

t, w
h
o
, 

h
e said

, p
riso

n
 • au

th
o
rities 

h
ad

 to
rtu

red
 in

 an
 effo

rt to
 

m
ake him

 nam
e a high gov-

ernm
ent official as a source 

o
f ' fu

n
d
s fo

r th
e stu

d
en

t 
m

ovem
ent. 

T
h
e
 la

w
y
e
r q

u
o
te

d
 a

 
clause from

 the constitution 
fo

rb
id

d
in

g
 m

altreatm
en

t o
f 

prisoners and he referred to 
se

v
e
ra

l o
th

e
r p

e
rtin

e
n
t 

clauses as w
ell. 

In
 th

e co
u
rse o

f th
e ev

e-
n
in

g
's co

n
v
ersatio

n
, h

o
w

-
ev

er, R
o
jo

 b
eg

an
 to

 p
ress 

o
p
en

ly
 th

e n
ecessity

 o
f th

e 
students' arm

ing them
selves 

and preparing for the inevi-
tab

le v
io

len
t o

v
erth

ro
w

 o
f 

the governm
ent. 

T
o m

y surprise, the m
edi-

cal stu
d
en

t—
a p

retty
, clam

 
an

d
 lik

eab
le g

irl—
rep

lied
: 

"Y
es, w

e ag
ree th

at arm
ed

 
conflict m

ust com
e. B

ut the 
people •are not yet ready for 
it. T

h
e
re

 is still m
u
c
h
 to

 
do." 

R
o
jo

's rep
ly

 w
as th

at th
e 

p
eo

p
le w

ere n
o
t p

rep
ared

 
fo

r th
e M

ex
ican

 rev
o
lu

tio
n
 

of 1910, either. T
his law

yer 
saw

 n
o
 p

arad
o
x
 in

 th
e fact 

th
at h

e w
as d

efen
d
in

g
 

a 
clien

t 'b
y
 m

ean
s o

f th
e co

n
-

stitu
tio

n
 'w

h
ile at th

e sam
e 

tim
e he w

as urging destruc-
tio

n
 o

f th
at co

n
stitu

tio
n
. 


