
be exceedingly difficult if not impossible to 
attain in such a 

short time by using only the radio and self-s
tudy props. Such 

progress would require people, Weeks asserted-
-instructors or, at 

a minimum, persons proficient in the language 
who would be 

willing to converse extensively with the stud
ent. Oswald 

supposedly had access to neither tormal nor i
nformal tutors. 

In 1974 a transcript of an executive session o
f the Warren 

Commission was released after a prolonged lega
l battle by a 

private researcher.35  Classified as Top Sec
ret until its 

release, it contains a reference by Chief Coun
sel J. Lee Rankin 

to the commission's efforts, "to find out what
 he (Oswald) 

studied at the Monterey School of the Army in 
the way of 

languages.A 36  There is no known official re
cord of Oswald having 

studied there. The Monterey SchoOl (the Defen
se Language 

Institute), located in California, was operat
ional in 1959. It 

was, and still is, the linguistic West Poin
t for U.S. military 

and intelligence personnel who need to learn a
 language 

thoroughly and quickly. If Oswald studied the
re, it would 

explain his phenomenal progress. 

Tne Monterey Scnool is not d self-impcovemen
t institution 

t 

offering courses to anyone who is interested.
 In 1959 it was a 

school for serious training relating to gover
nment work, not to 

the academic whims of military or intelligenc
e personnel. Only 

those with a certain level of aptitude were ad
mitted, and 

training was in a language selected for the st
udent by the 

government, according to needs or assignments
.37  If Oswald went 

there, it would also explain why he was not se
en as a threat to 

37 
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statistics to indicate that attaining R
ussian fluency requires m

ore than 
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any hours as did S
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rench-1,100 hours or m

ore, 
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eeks opined that the kind'of progress described 
in O
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ald's case w

ould be exceedingly difficult if not im
possible to attain 

in such a short tim
e by using only the radio and self-study props. S

uch 
progress w

ould require instructors, W
eeks asserted, or, at a m

inim
um

, 
persons proficient in the language w

ho w
ould be w

illing to converse 
extensively w

ith the student. O
sw

ald supposedly had no access to either 
form

al or inform
al tutors. 

In 1974 a transcript of an executive session of the W
arren C
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after a prolonged legal battle by researcher-author H
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W

eisberg. C
lassified as "T
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ecret" until its release, it contains a 

reference by C
hief C

ounsel J. L
ee R

ankin to the C
om
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ission's efforts 

"to find out w
hat he [O

sw
ald] studied at the M

onterey S
chool of the 

A
rm

y in the w
ay of languages." T

here is no know
 official record of 

O
sw

ald having studied there. T
he M

onterey S
chool (the D

efense L
an-

guage Institute), located in C
alifornia, w

as operational in 1959. It w
as 

and still is the linguistic W
est P

oint for U
.S

. m
ilitary and intelligence 

personnel w
ho need to learn a language thoroughly and quickly. If O

sw
ald 

studied there, it w
ould explain his phenom

enal progress. 
T

he M
onterey S

chool is not a self-im
provem

ent institution offering 
courses to anyone w

ho is interested. In 1959 it w
as a school for serious 

training relating to governm
ent w

ork, not to the academ
ic w

him
s of 

m
ilitary or intelligence personnel. O

nly those w
ith a certain level of 

aptitude w
ere adm

itted, and training w
as conducted in a language selected 

for the student by the governm
ent, according to needs or assignm

ents." 
If O

sw
ald w

ent there, it w
ould also explain w

hy he w
as not seen as a 

threat to M
arine C

orps security: he w
as indeed being trained in R

ussian 
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ance w
ith som

eone's policy—
m

ost likely, U
.S

. intelligence. 
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as 
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w
as duped, or so it appears; the discharge w
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O

sw
ald's m

other's injury consisted of a jar failing on her toe w
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ork. 
S
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e for a w
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the injury at all, m

uch less describe it as a continuing problem
. T

his in-
cident took place the'year before O

sw
ald's'dependency discharge." 
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hart 
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discharge—
he w
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ay to M

oscow
 to defect. A

s w
ith rn 
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F
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T
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sw
ald. being frugal,. 
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riends and relatives claim

 not to 
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 any m
oney during this period, but perhaps som

eone else 
S

econd, there is the problem
 of O

sw
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e 
E
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stam
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as H
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route to M
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. H

e arrived there on O
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ut the 
available com

m
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ould have gotten him
 there It 

E
ither his nest egg of cash w

as bigger than anyone im
agined-

to hire private air transport—
or he w

as flow
n to H

elsinki by 
m

ercial aircraft, private or m
ilitary. 

A
fter arriving in M

oscow
 in O

ctober 1959, he told S
oviet 

his desire for S
oviet citizenship. T

he officials w
ere unim

po 
probably m

ore than a bit suspicious. T
hey rejected his reque! 

zenship and ordered him
 to leave M

oscow
 w

ithin tw
o hours.' 

alleged response to this rejection w
as to slit his left w

rist. H
e w

 
to a hospital by a S

oviet Intourist guide w
ho found him

 bleed 
hotel room

. H
e w

as then confined to a psychiatric hospital 
S

oviets decided his fate. C
ertainly they m

ust have debated w
h.  

w
ald w

as an authentic defector or a spy. T
his w

as an era in s 
U

nited S
tates and the S

oviet U
nion w

ere playing extensive s 
w

ith ostensible defectors.' 
A

fter w
aiting several days for the Soviets to m

ake up their m
in
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decided to take action. H
e w

ent to the U
.S

. E
m

bassy in M
ose,  

he denounced the U
nited S

tates, praised the S
oviet U

nion, a 
that he w

anted to renounce his U
.S

. citizenship.' H
e also m

ad( 
very dram

atic announcem
ent: he stated that he had offered tc 

S
oviets radar secrets that he had learned in the M

arines. H
e at 

inously that he "m
ight know

 som
ething of special interest," ar 

reference to the U
-2." 

T
his action seem

s counterproductive on O
sw

ald's part. T
o n 

threats to the U
.S

. E
m

bassy m
ight cause officials to panic, tt 

extraordinary m
eans to stop the young M

arine from
 spilling s 

the U
.S

. E
m
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o

t 
n

rP
v
in

i Ic
iv

 L
rn

n
ix

, ea' 

T
h

e P
inko M

a
rin

e
 



P
resident John F

. K
e
n

n
e
a
y
, n

o
w

. 

in
g
 O

ffice
, 1

9
7
6
), p

p
. 5

8
-5

9
. 

2
0
. W

ise and R
oss, Invisible G

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t, p

p
. 1

2
2
-2

4
. 

2
1
. H

S
C

A
 R

e
p
o
rt, p

. 2
2
0
. 

2
2
. S

um
m

ers, C
o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
, p

 1
5
6
; H

S
C

A
 IX

, p
. 6

0
3
; H

S
C

A
 V

III, p
p
. 3

1
3
-

1
5
; H

S
C

A
 X

IX
, p

. 6
0
1
. 

2
3
. S

u
m

m
e
rs to

o
 n

o
te

s th
is p

o
ssib

ility: S
u
m

m
e
rs. C

o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
, p

. 1
5
6
. H

is 

o
w

n
 re

se
a
rch

 co
n
firm

e
d
 th

e
 u

se
 o

f su
ch

 a
 p

lo
y b

y B
ritish

 in
te

llig
e
n
ce

, a
s fa

r 

b
a
ck a

s W
o
rld

 W
a
r I. 

2
4
. H

S
C

A
 R

e
p
o
rt, p

. 2
2
0
. 

2
5
. V

III, p
. 2

9
8
. 

2
6
. V

III, p
. 2

3
2
. 

2
7
. H

S
C

A
 X

I, p
. 8

4
. 

2
8
. X

X
III, p

. 7
9
6
. 

2
9
. W

arren R
eport, p

. 6
8
5
. 

3
0
. Ib

id
., p

. 6
1
1
. 

3
1
. Ib

id
., p

. 6
1
2
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, O

sw
a
ld

 m
a
n
ife

ste
d
 so

m
e
 

in
te

re
st in

 M
a
rxism

 in
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
l a

n
d
 o

cca
sio

n
a
lly e

xto
lle

d
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ism

 a
n
d
 

debunked capitalism
 (R

e
p
o
rt, p

p
. 3

6
2
, 3

8
1
, 3

8
3
, 3

8
5
-8

6
. 6

9
0
; X

X
II, p

. 8
1
2
). 

Y
et he becam

e possessed by an urgent desire to join the M
arines at age sixteen. 

A
s w

ill b
e
 d

e
scrib

e
d
 in

 C
h
a
p
te

r 4
, h

e
 w

a
s a

 m
e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 C

ivil A
ir P

a
tro

l 

sq
u
a
d
ro

n
 in

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s h

e
a
d
e
d
 b

y a
n
ti-C

o
m

m
u
n
ist ze

a
lo

t D
a
vid

 F
e
rric, w

h
o
 

e
n
co

u
ra

g
e
d
 th

e
 yo

u
th

s to
 jo

in
 th

e
 M

a
rin

e
s. Im

p
licitly, th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 se

e
m

e
d
 

to
 vie

w
 O

sw
a
ld

's M
a
rxism

 a
s a

 lin
e
a
r d

e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t fro

m
 h

is h
ig

h
 sch

o
o
l d

a
ys. 

B
u
t th

is a
lle

g
e
d
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
l in

te
re

st m
a
y h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 re

ch
a
n
n
e
lle

d
 in

 th
e
 C

ivil 

A
ir P

a
tro

l to
w

a
rd

 th
e
 M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s a
n
d
 fro

m
 th

e
re

, to
w

a
rd

 a
 life

 o
f in

trig
u
e
. 

M
o
re

o
ve

r, th
e
 a

sse
rtio

n
s o

f O
sw

a
ld

's h
ig

h
 sch

o
o
l M

a
rxism

 w
e
re

 d
e
scrib

e
d
 b

y 

his form
er school friend E

dw
ard V

oebel as "baloney." (S
ee S

um
m

ers. C
o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
 

p
. 1

4
3
. S

a
ys S

u
m

m
e
rs. V

o
e
b
e
l's sta

te
m

e
n
t "re

ca
lls th

e
 p

le
th

o
ra

 o
f in

cid
e
n
ts 

w
h
ich

 h
a
ve

 so
m

e
h
o
w

 ru
n
g
 fa

lse
 [a

b
o
u
t O

sw
a
ld

[." 

3
2
. E

pstein, L
egend, p

p
. 8

6
-8

9
. 

3
3
. Ib

id
. 

3
4
. In

te
rvie

w
 w

ith
 P

ro
fe

sso
r Ja

m
e
s W

e
e
ks. D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t o

f M
o
d
e
m

 L
a
n
-

guages. S
outheastern M

assachusetts U
niversity, F

ebruary 18, 1981. 

3
5
. S

um
m

ers. C
onspiracy, p

. 1
5
5
. 

36. T
ranscript, W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

xe
cu

tive
 S

e
ssio

n
, Ja

n
u
a
ry 2

7
, 1

9
6
4
. 

3
7
. T

e
le

p
h
o
n
e
 in

q
u
iry, P

u
b
lic in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 O

ffice
, D

e
fe

n
se

 L
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 In

sti-

tu
te

, M
o
n
te

re
y, C

A
, F

e
b
. 1

8
, 1

9
8
1
. 

38. W
arren R

eport, p
p
. 6

1
3
-1

4
. 

3
9
. Ib

id
., p

. 6
1
4
. 

4
0
. V

III, p
. 2

5
7
. 

4
1
. 

X
V

I, p
. 3

3
7
; C

D
 1

0
7
, p

. 3
7
. 

42. 
W

arren R
eport, p

. 3
6
7
. 

4
3
. 

X
V

III, p
. 1

6
2
. S

e
e
 S

ylvia
 M

e
a
g
h
e
r, A

cce
sso

rie
s A

fter the F
act (N

e
w

 Y
o
rk: 

B
o
b
b
s-M

e
rrill, 1

9
6
7
), p

. 3
3
1
. 

a
m

 A
n
so

n
. "T

hey've K
illed the P

resident" (N
ew

 Y
ork: B

antam
, 

4
, W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

xe
cu

tive
 S

e
ssio

n
, Ja

n
u
a
ry 2

2
, 1

9
6
4
. 

issio
n
 m

e
m

b
e
rs: C

h
ie

f Ju
stice

 E
a
rl W

a
rre

n
, R

e
p
. H

a
le

 B
o
g
g
s 

3h
n

 J. 
N

IcC
lo

y (co
o
rd

in
a
to

r o
f d

isa
rm

a
m

e
n
t a

ctivitie
s in

 th
e
 

iistra
tio

n
), S

e
n
. Jo

h
n
 S

h
e
rm

a
n
 C

o
o
p
e
r (R

e
p
., K

Y
), A

lle
n
 W

. 

ich
a
rd

 B
. R

u
sse

ll (D
e
m

., G
A

), R
e
p
. G

e
ra

ld
 F

o
rd

 (R
e
p
., M

I). 

;e
t, Inside the C

om
pany: C

IA
 D

iary (N
e
w

 Y
o
rk: B

a
n
ta

m
, 1

9
7
5
), 

.elfin, 
F

inal D
isclosure (N

e
w

 Y
o
rk: C

h
a
rle

s S
crib

n
e
rs &

 S
o
n
s, 

:e S
ession T

ranscript, Ja
n
u
a
ry 2

7
, 1

9
6
4
. 

31. 
665. 

o
f O

sw
a
ld

's e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

, a
s d

e
scrib

e
d
 h

e
re

, a
re

 ta
ke

n
 fro

m
 J. E

d
-

L
egend (N

e
w

 Y
o
rk: B

a
n
ta

m
. 1

9
6
6
), u

n
le

ss o
th

e
rw

ise
 sp

e
cifie

d
. 

0
, "E

ve
n
ts In

cid
e
n
t to

 th
e
 S

u
m

m
it C

o
n
fe

re
n
ce

." p
. 1

2
4
, S

e
n
a
te

 

o
n
s C

o
m

m
itte

e
, 8

6
th

 C
o
n
g
re

ss, 2
n
d
 S

e
ssio

n
. T

e
stim

o
n
y b

y S
e
c-

rise
 T

h
o
m

a
s S

. G
a
te

s. Ju
n
e
 2

, 1
9
6
0
. 

a
n
d
/o

r H
e
n
ry H

u
rt in

te
rvie

w
e
d
 se

ve
ra

l o
f th

e
 m

e
n
 w

h
o
 w

o
rke

d
 

n
 th

e
 A

tsu
g
i ra

d
a
r b

u
b
b
le

 (E
p
ste

in
, L

egend).. 

R
e
p
o
rt, p

. 6
0
9
. 

'cu
m

e
n
t M

I 6
2
-1

1
7
8
, D

L
 8

9
-4

3
. N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 3

0
, 1

9
6
3
 in

te
rvie

w
 

'o
w

e
rs, O

sw
a
ld

's A
tsu

g
i sq

u
a
d
ro

n
 le

a
d
e
r, p

. 3
. 

). 298. 	
rt• 

1, L
egend, p

. 2
8
0
. 

p
. 6

9
. 

R
easonable D

o
u
b
t, p

. 2
0
0
. 

, "T
hey've K

illed the P
resident," p

. 157. 

n
y S

u
m

m
e
rs, 

C
onspiracy 

(N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 M
c
G

ra
w

 H
ill, 1

9
7
8
), 

1, "T
hey've K

illed the P
resident," p

. 1
5
7
. 

W
ise

 a
n
d
 T

h
o
m

a
s B

. R
o
ss, T

he Invisible G
overnm

ent (N
e
w

 Y
o
rk: 

ks, 1
9
6
4
), p

. 1
2
2
. 

p
. 1

1
. 

a
m

 R
. C

o
rso

n
, T

h
e A

rm
ies o

f Ig
n
o
ra

n
ce (N

e
w

 Y
o
rk: D

ia
l P

re
ss, 

7
4
-7

5
. 

R
e
p
o
rt o

f th
e
 S

e
n
a
te

 S
e
le

ct C
o
m

m
itte

e
 to

 S
tu

d
y G

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t O

p
-

h
 R

e
sp

e
ct to

 In
te

llig
e
n
ce

, In
vestig

a
tio

n
 in

to
 th

e A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f 


