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T

he M
U

R
IO

N
 C

onspiracy 

lo
b

b
yin

g
 fo

r co
n

tin
u

e
d

 a
n

o
n

ym
ity—

o
r th

e
 p

o
lice

's G
o

o
d

 S
a

m
a

rita
n

 sto
ry 

w
a

s
 a

 c
o
v
e
r fo

r s
o
m

e
th

in
g
 m

u
c
h
 m

o
re

 p
ro

v
o

c
a

tiv
e
. 

"W
h
y
 w

o
u
ld

 a
n
y
o
n
e

 k
ill y

o
u

?
" I a

s
k
e
d
. "Y

o
u
r o

n
ly

 in
v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t in

 
th

e
 c

a
s
e

 w
a

s
 a

s
 a

n
 in

n
o

c
e

n
t b

y
s
ta

n
d

e
r try

in
g

 to
 d

o
 a

 g
o

o
d

 d
e

e
d

. S
u

b
-

s
ta

n
tiv

e
ly

, th
e
re

's
 n

o
 re

a
l in

v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t in

 th
e
 c

a
s
e
." 

B
o

lto
n

 w
a

s
 n

o
w

 a
n

x
io

u
s
, e

v
e

n
 a

n
g

ry
; b

u
t b

o
th

 e
m

o
tio

n
s
 w

e
re

 c
o

n
-

tro
lle

d
. "R

a
y
 a

n
d

 th
o

s
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 a

re
 g

a
n

g
s
te

rs
," h

e
 a

s
s
e

rte
d

. "T
h

e
y
'll k

ill 

a
n

y
o

n
e

." 
"W

h
y w

o
u
ld

 su
ch

 g
a
n
g
ste

rs w
a
n
t to

 kill a
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
se

 o
n
ly co

n
n
e
ctio

n
 

w
ith

 th
e
 c

a
s
e
 w

a
s
 to

 fin
d
 a

 le
tte

r a
b
o
u
t a

 jo
b
?
" I a

s
k
e
d
. 

H
e
 s

n
o
rte

d
 a

n
d
 s

h
o
o
k
 h

is
 h

e
a
d
. "I'v

e
 n

e
v
e
r to

ld
.... It w

a
s
 a

 jo
b
, a

ll 

rig
h

t." H
e

 ta
lk

e
d

 s
o

ftly
 a

n
d

 in
 o

m
in

o
u

s
 to

n
e

s
. "It w

a
s
 a

 jo
b

 in
 P

o
rtu

g
a

l 
a

n
d

 it [th
e

 le
tte

r] s
h

o
w

e
d

 th
a

t h
e

 h
a

d
 h

e
lp

." B
o

lto
n

 a
s
s
e

rte
d

 th
a

t th
e

re
 

w
a

s
 "b

ig
 m

o
n

e
y
" b

e
h

in
d

 R
a

y
. 

H
e
 w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 c
la

im
 th

a
t it w

a
s
 th

e
 P

o
rtu

g
a
l-re

la
te

d
 s

u
b
s
ta

n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 

le
tte

r th
a
t le

d
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s
 to

 R
a
y
. T

h
u
s
 B

o
lto

n
 c

o
n
te

n
d
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s
 

re
sp

o
n

sib
le

 fo
r R

a
y's a

rre
st. 

I a
s
k
e
d
 to

 w
h
o
m

 th
e
 le

tte
r w

a
s
 a

d
d
re

s
s
e
d
 a

n
d
 w

h
e
th

e
r it m

e
n
tio

n
e
d
 

m
e
rc

e
n
a
rie

s
. (R

a
y
 w

a
s
, in

 fa
c
t, a

tte
m

p
tin

g
 to

 m
a
k
e
 c

o
n
ta

c
t w

ith
 m

e
r-

c
e

n
a

rie
s
 in

 P
o

rtu
g

a
l.) B

o
lto

n
 re

s
p

o
n

d
e

d
 th

a
t h

e
 d

id
 n

o
t re

m
e

m
b

e
r. I 

a
s
k
e

d
 w

h
a

t h
e

 m
e

a
n

t w
h

e
n

 h
e

 s
a

id
 th

e
 le

tte
r s

h
o

w
e

d
 th

a
t R

a
y
 h

a
d

 

"h
e
lp

." H
e
 re

p
lie

d
 d

a
rk

ly
: "T

h
a
t's

 a
ll I'll s

a
y
." 

In
 1

9
6

8
 th

e
re

 w
a

s
 n

e
v
e

r s
o

 m
u

c
h

 a
s
 a

 h
in

t th
a

t th
e

 s
u

b
s
ta

n
c
e

 o
f th

e
 

le
tte

r h
a

d
 a

n
yth

in
g

 d
ire

ctly to
 d

o
 w

ith
 th

e
 ca

se
, e

xce
p

t th
a

t it w
a

s p
e

n
n

e
d

 

b
y
 R

a
y
. It is

 tru
e
 th

a
t R

a
y
 w

a
s
 h

e
a
d
e
d
 fo

r P
o
rtu

g
a
l w

h
e
n
 a

rre
s
te

d
 in

 
L

o
n

d
o

n
 o

n
 J

u
n

e
 8

, b
u

t it is
 c

le
a

rly
 n

o
t tru

e
 th

a
t w

h
a

t B
o

lto
n

 to
ld

 th
e

 

p
o
lice

 le
d
 to

 R
a
y's a

rre
st: T

h
e
 fa

t m
a
n
 in

cid
e
n
t d

id
 n

o
t su

rfa
ce

 u
n
til a

fte
r 

R
a

y
's

 a
rre

s
t, a

n
d

 n
e

ith
e

r d
id

 th
e

 s
e

lf-a
n

n
o

u
n

c
e

d
 fa

t m
a

n
. 

T
h
a
t B

o
lto

n
 co

u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 co

n
fu

se
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 se

q
u
e
n
ce

 o
f e

ve
n
ts 

le
a
d
in

g
 to

 R
a
y
's

 a
rre

s
t, th

a
t h

e
 m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 g

e
n
u
in

e
ly

 b
e
lie

v
e
d
 th

a
t it 

w
a
s
 h

is
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 th

a
t g

o
t R

a
y
 a

rre
s
te

d
, is

 h
ig

h
ly

 im
p
ro

b
a
b
le

. B
o
lto

n
 

se
e

m
e

d
 sh

a
rp

. T
h

e
re

 w
a

s n
o

th
in

g
 slo

w
 a

b
o

u
t h

is in
te

lle
ctu

a
l p

ro
ce

sse
s. 

T
h

e
 v

e
ry

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
rs

 in
 w

h
ic

h
 h

e
 s

u
p

p
o

s
e

d
ly

 firs
t re

a
d

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 fa
t 

m
a
n
 in

c
id

e
n
t n

o
t o

n
ly

 c
o
n
ta

in
e
d
 h

e
a
d
lin

e
s
 a

n
d
 a

rtic
le

s
 d

e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
 

R
a
y's ca

p
tu

re
 (o

n
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 p

a
g
e
s a

s th
e
 fa

t m
a
n
 sto

rie
s) b

u
t m

o
st o

f th
e
 

a
rticle

s a
b
o
u
t th

e
 fa

t m
a
n
 co

n
ta

in
e
d
 re

fe
re

n
ce

s to
 R

a
y's a

rre
st. R

a
y w

a
s 

a
rre

s
te

d
 J

u
n

e
 8

. F
o

r th
e

 n
e

x
t fiv

e
 d

a
y
s
, T

o
ro

n
to

 n
e

w
s
p

a
p

e
rs

 g
a

v
e

 e
x
-

te
n

s
iv

e
 c

o
v
e

ra
g

e
 to

 h
is

 a
rre

s
t, h

is
 e

x
tra

d
itio

n
, a

n
d

 to
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 w

o
rk

 

th
a
t le

d
 to

 h
is

 c
a
p
tu

re
. T

h
e
 fa

t m
a
n
 a

rtic
le

s
 a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 J

u
n
e
 10 a

n
d
 11, 

a
t th

e
 p

e
a

k o
f co

ve
ra

g
e

 co
n

ce
rn

in
g

 R
a

y's ca
p

tu
re

. It stra
in

s cre
d

u
lity to

 

b
e
lie

ve
 th

a
t so

m
e
o
n
e
 co

u
ld

 b
e
 co

g
n
iza

n
t o

f th
e
 fa

t m
a
n
 sto

ry a
n
d
 a

vo
id

 

k
n

o
w

in
g

 th
a

t R
a

y
 w

a
s
 a

lre
a

d
y
 b

e
h

in
d

 b
a

rs
. 

T
h

e
 s

to
ry

 th
a

t B
o

lto
n

 g
a

v
e

 to
 th

e
 a

u
th

o
r w

a
s
 m

o
re

 s
u

b
s
ta

n
tiv

e
ly

 d
e

-
ta

ile
d

, a
n

d
 m

o
re

 c
re

d
ib

le
, in

 d
im

e
n

s
io

n
s
 w

h
ic

h
 d

id
 n

o
t re

la
te

 d
ire

c
tly

 

In
 S
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to
 th

e
 le

tte
r. H

e
 a

ccu
ra

te
ly d

e
scrib

e
d
 th

e
 D

u
n
d
a
s S

tre
e
t n

e
ig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 

a
n
d
 th

e
 h

o
u
s
e
 w

h
e
re

 M
rs

. L
o
t) liv

e
d
. H

e
 re

c
o
u
n
te

d
 h

o
w

 th
e
 p

o
lic

e
 

ch
e
cke

d
 o

u
t h

is sto
ry, ta

kin
g
 h

im
 to

 th
e
 D

u
n
d
a
s S

tre
e
t a

re
a
 a

n
d
 re

q
u
irin

g
 

th
a

t h
e

 le
a

d
 th

e
m

 to
 th

e
 p

h
o

n
e

 b
o

o
th

 w
h

e
re

 th
e

 le
tte

r w
a

s
 a

lle
g

e
d

ly
 

fo
u

n
d

. H
e

 to
ld

 h
o

w
 p

o
lice

 d
ism

a
n

tle
d

 th
e

 p
u

b
lic te

le
p

h
o

n
e

 a
n

d
 ch

e
cke

d
 

th
e

 p
h

o
n

e
 b

o
o

th
 fro

m
 to

p
 to

 b
o

tto
m

, h
o

w
 a

 frig
h

te
n

e
d

 M
rs

. L
o

o
 id

e
n

-
tifie

d
 h

im
 fo

r p
o
lic

e
. 

T
h

e
n

 I a
s
k
e

d
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 m

o
s
t c

ru
c
ia

l a
n

d
 s

e
n

s
itiv

e
 q

u
e

s
tio

n
s
 o

f a
ll: 

W
h
a
t w

a
s R

a
y's d

e
m

e
a
n
o
r?

 B
o
lto

n
 la

u
g
h
e
d
 (a

 fo
rce

d
, n

e
rvo

u
s la

u
g
h
). 

"H
e
 [R

a
y] w

a
s n

e
rvo

u
s, sca

re
d
—

tu
rn

e
d
 h

is fa
ce

 fro
m

 m
e
 a

n
d
 g

ra
b
b
e
d
 

th
e
 e

n
ve

lo
p
e
." B

o
lto

n
 m

im
e
d
 R

a
y's a

lle
g
e
d
 a

ctio
n
s. " 'T

h
a
n
ks,' h

e
 sa

ys 
to

 m
e

." 
N

o
t o

n
ly d

o
e
s th

is co
n
flict w

ith
 M

rs. L
o
o
's d

e
scrip

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 e

xch
a
n
g
e
 

b
e

tw
e

e
n

 th
e

 tw
o

 m
e

n
; b

u
t if R

a
y w

a
s tru

ly sca
re

d
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 e

n
co

u
n

te
r, 

h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 h

a
d

 n
o

 re
a

so
n

 to
 co

m
e

 d
o

w
n

 a
n

d
 m

e
e

t th
e

 stra
n

g
e

r. 
T

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 a
lw

a
ys th

re
e
 p

o
ssib

le
 sce

n
a
rio

s fo
r th

e
 fa

t m
a
n
 in

cid
e
n
t: 

1
. T

he m
a

n
 w

h
o

 ca
m

e
 fo

rw
a

rd
 w

ith the G
ood S

am
aritan story w

as n
o
t th

e
 re

a
l 

fa
t m

a
n
, b

u
t co

n
co

cte
d
 h

is sto
ry a

t th
e
 b

e
h
e
st o

f o
th

e
rs w

h
o
 n

e
e
d
e
d
 to

 re
so

lve
 

th
e

 m
a

tte
r o

r w
h

o
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 d

e
a

d
-e

n
d

 a
 le

a
d

 to
 th

e
 co

n
sp

ira
cy, 

2
. T

h
e
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 ca

m
e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 w
a
s th

e
 re

a
l fa

t m
a
n
 a

n
d
 th

e
 G

o
o
d
 S

am
aritan 

story w
as tru

e
. 

3
. T

h
e

 m
a

n
 w

h
o

 cam
e fo

rw
a
rd

 b
e
fo

re
 h

e
 w

a
s d

isco
ve

re
d
 w

a
s, in

 fa
ct, th

e
 fa

t 
m

a
n
 b

u
t h

e
 w

a
s a

 co
u
rie

r w
h
o
 d

e
live

re
d
 fu

n
d
s to

 R
a
y, e

ve
n
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 m

a
y 

n
o

t h
a

ve
 kn

o
w

n
 w

h
a

t w
a

s in
 th

e
 e

n
ve

lo
p

e
, w

h
o

 "S
n

e
yd

" re
a

lly w
a

s, o
r o

n
 

w
h
o
se

 b
e
h
a
lf th

e
 d

e
live

ry w
a
s m

a
d
e
. 

It is
 y

e
t a

n
o

th
e

r in
d

ic
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e H
S

C
A

's lack o
f in

itiative, o
r its 

m
yo

p
ia, th

at it d
id

 n
o

t fin
d

 B
o

lto
n

 an
d

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly in
vestig

ate th
e in

-
cid

en
t_ O

n
 th

e b
asis o

f th
e d

ata g
ath

ered
 h

ere, th
e m

atter rem
ain

s as 
in

trig
u

in
g

 as it w
as in

 1968. A
vailab

le evid
en

ce su
g

g
ests th

at o
p

tio
n

 1 
is n

o
t likely: W

illiam
 B

o
lto

n
 fits th

e d
escrip

tio
n

 o
f th

e fat m
an

 an
d

 
d

em
o

n
strates a cred

ib
le fam

iliarity w
ith

 th
e scen

e o
f th

e in
cid

en
t. In

 th
e 

author's opinion, W
illiam

 B
olton is the fat m

an. Y
et, the G

ood S
am

aritan 
sto

ry re
m

a
in

s as shaky now
 as it w

as in 1968, especially w
hen considered 

w
ith

in
 th

e co
n

text o
f R

ay's b
eh

avio
r, M

rs. L
o

o
's d

escrip
tio

n
, an

d
 th

e 
strikin

g
 sim

ilarity o
f th

e "slig
h

t m
an

" in
cid

en
t. 

A
s fo

r W
illiam

 B
o

lto
n

, th
e in

terview
er w

as im
p

ressed
 w

ith
 th

e cred
-

ib
ility

 o
f o

n
e
 fa

c
e
t o

f h
is sto

ry: H
e seem

ed
 g

en
u

in
ely afraid

 fo
r h

is 
personal safety. H

is prim
ary reaction to being rediscovered after 16 years 

w
as n

o
t b

em
u

sem
en

t, an
n

o
yan

ce, o
r ap

p
reh

en
sio

n
 ab

o
u

t p
u

b
licity. It 

w
as m

o
re like th

e kin
d

 o
f fear o

n
e m

ig
h

t exp
ect fro

m
 so

m
eo

n
e w

h
o

se 
co

ver id
en

tity u
n

d
er th

e fed
eral w

itn
ess-p

ro
tectio

n
 p

ro
g

ram
 h

ad
 ju

st 
b

een
 b

lo
w

n
. 



8 	
T

h
e W

in
d

o
w

 o
f V

u
ln

erab
ility

 

H
e

re
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

 a
 situ

a
tio

n
 w

h
e

re
 yo

u
 h

a
ve

 th
e

 m
a

jo
r civil rig

h
ts 

le
a

d
e

r in
 th

e
 co

u
n

try in
 yo

u
r city, yo

u
 h

a
ve

 a
 n

o
t situ

a
tio

n
 lo

o
kin

g
 

y
o
u
 in

 th
e
 fa

ce
, se

cu
rity g

u
a

rd
s a

re
 re

m
o

ve
d

, ta
ctica

l fo
rce

s a
re

 
rem

oved, surveillance is rem
oved, and there is a failure to issue an 

a
ll p

o
in

ts b
u
lle

tin
 a

fte
r a

 d
e
scrip

tio
n
 is m

a
d
e
 a

va
ila

b
le

 ... 
C

ongressm
an C

h
ris

to
p

h
e

r D
odd, H

S
C

A
, to M

em
phis P

ublic S
afety 

D
ire

c
to

r F
ra

n
k
 Ilo

llo
rn

a
n

 

T
h
e
 p

a
tte

rn
 h

a
d
 b

e
co

m
e
 le

g
e
n
d
 in

 th
e
 K

in
g
 ca

se
—

th
e
 m

e
ltin

g
 a

w
a
y o

f 

p
ro

te
ctio

n
 a

n
d
 p

u
rsu

it fo
rce

s w
ith

in
 h

o
u
rs o

f th
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, th

e
 fa

il-

u
re

 to
 issu

e
 a

n
 A

P
B

 u
n

til it w
a

s to
o

 la
te

 to
 ca

tch
 th

e
 su

sp
e

ct, th
e

 p
re

se
n

ce
 

o
f a

 p
o

lic
e

 u
n

d
e

rc
o

v
e

r a
g

e
n

t in
 th

e
 p

a
rk

in
g

 lo
t o

f th
e

 L
o

rra
in

e
 a

t th
e

 

tim
e
 o

f th
e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
. Is th

e
 p

a
tte

rn
 co

n
sp

ira
to

ria
l o

r co
in

cid
e
n
ta

l?
 W

h
ich

 

o
f its

 c
o

m
p

o
n

e
n

ts
 a

re
 re

a
l; w

h
ic

h
, m

y
th

ic
a

l?
 C

e
rta

in
ly

, p
e

tty
 c

rim
in

a
l 

Ja
m

e
s E

a
rl R

a
y p

o
sse

sse
d
 n

o
 ca

p
a
city to

 m
a
n
ip

u
la

te
 la

w
-e
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r d
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 b
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 re
q
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 p
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 sce
n

e
 

th
a

t e
ve

n
 M

e
m

p
h

is p
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 d
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c
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 c
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 c
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e
 m

o
st im

p
o

rta
n

t q
u

e
stio

n
 is w

ho o
r w

hat B
o
lto

n
 w

a
s a

fra
id

 

o
f. If h

e
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d
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h
a
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 re
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e
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a

n
g
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e

 "b
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o
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e
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b
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a
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t b

e
c
a

u
s
e

 h
e

 p
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 p
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 b
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d
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e
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a
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e
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u
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h

o
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m
e
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 p

o
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b

o
u
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d
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g
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T

h
e
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o
n
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g
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n

t re
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 b
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o

u
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d
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c
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n
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t m
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c
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s b
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, c
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g
 th
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r d
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t D
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 d
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f m
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 d
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 p
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 m
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 m
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r d
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 d
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 m
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 d
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 d
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n
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 b
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d
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s C
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t b
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 re
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is re
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 d
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y d
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e

t b
rie

fly w
ith

 th
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c
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p
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p
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 p
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c
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c
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f m
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c
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 b
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h
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b
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 re
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h
e
 R

a
y
 I 

c
o

n
fro

n
te

d
 in

 N
a
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 m
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c
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 m
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 b
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, d
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r d
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 d
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e
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p
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e
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n
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n
ts o
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h
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p
p
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d
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h
e
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e
d
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 s
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 p
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u
e
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g
e
d
 

p
e
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 b
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 c
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 c

o
n
s
p
ira

to
rs

—
th

e
 s

e
c
o
n
d
 R

a
y
 

e
m

e
rg

e
d
. T

h
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a
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n
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 d
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g
e
n
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d
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f m
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b
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t d
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is re
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o
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m

b
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g
 a

n
d
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n
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 re
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 c
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n
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w
e
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itc
h

e
d
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c
a

s
io
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e
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 p
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 d

isco
u
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n
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a
b
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u
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a
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u
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g
a

l m
o
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tu
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e
d
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 s

a
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p
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s
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h
e

n
e

v
e
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a
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 p
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u
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 c
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r b
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 d
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c
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 d
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c
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 d

e
p
a
rtin

g
 T

o
ro

n
to

, th
is

 is
 

h
a

rd
ly

 e
x
c
u

lp
a

to
ry

 o
f R
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t c
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b
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e
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u

b
s
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n
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o

u
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n
y
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 re
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p
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Introduction 

Writing in Civil Liberties Review in 1978, Frank Donner unleashed a scath-
ing review of Mark Lane and Dick Gregory's Code Name Zorro, which 
contended that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., had been assassinated by 
a conspiracy involving the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).' Don-
ner's review was entitled "Why Isn't the Truth Bad Enough?," a ref-
erence to what he viewed as the inability or unwillingness of many 
Americans to accept the conclusion that deranged individuals acting 
alone can so profoundly alter our history and our political process. But 
the truth is only "bad enough" when we know what it is. Otherwise, 
as Santayana warned, we may be compelled to repeat those historical 
events that we do not understand. 

There have been several versions which, at a given point in time, have 
passed for "the truth" about the King assassination. In 1968 the official 
truth was that a small-time criminal named James Earl Ray had acted 
alone in killing Dr. King, motivated by racism and by a desire for fame, 
spawned by his stunted self-image. 

In the mid-1970s, culminating with the disclosures of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence (generally known as the Church Committee), 
America learned the awful truth about Hoover's FBI. The Bureau had 
engaged in a protracted persecution of Dr. King; it had worked to dis-
credit him, and even to destroy him, both personally and politically. 
The FBI's illegal vendetta smacked of police-state tactics.' Did this rev-
elation change the official version of the truth concerning King's assas-
sination? Was the FBI involved in a conspiracy? 

In 1977, prompted by the disclosure of Hoover's war on King, the 
Carter Justice Department released and endorsed a review of the FBI's 
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investigation of the assassination and of its possible complicity in the 
murder. The probe found no evidence of a conspiracy: James Earl Ray 
had acted alone.' 

In 1978 the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) offered 
a radically different version of the truth: namely, that "on the basis of 
circumstantial evidence available to the committee, James Earl Ray as-
sassinated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a result of a conspiracy."' Did 
the FBI conspire to assassinate King? No, said the committee. The con-
spirators who allegedly put a bounty on King were based in St. Louis 
and included a drug-dealing real estate developer and a wealthy, racist 
industrialist who-waS fond of dressing up in a Civil War uniform.' 

In a way, there was something quite cathartic, even comforting, about 
the House Assassinations Committee's version of the truth. Hoover and 
his police-state apparat had not murdered America's greatest civil rights 
leader. It was instead a sleazy cabal of racist right-wingers who seemed 
to be behind Ray. King's martyrdom was enhanced by this latest version 
of the truth: a conspiracy of petty racists had slain the Nobel-prize win-
ning black leader. King had been eliminated by the very same forces 
that he had fought to overcome on the long road of nonviolent struggle 
from Birmingham to Memphis. 

The House Committee's truth provided a kind of cleansing of the 
body politic. It was a bad truth, but one that did not involve the federal 
government or sinister networks of American intelligence. And it did 
not raise questions about the basic structure of American democracy. 
Instead, it further exposed the same virulent racism that King himself 
had worked so hard to illuminate and eradicate. 

Yet, the House Assassinations Committee's version of truth was 
highly speculative. It was supported by only the vaguest circumstantial 
evidence. 

If we eschew both of the rigid mind-sets whose polemics and tunnel 
vision tend to dominate the analysis of American political assassina-
tions—the first believes that every three coincidences prove a conspiracy; 
the second believes that every pervasive pattern of conspiratorial evi-
dence can be explained away as coincidence—then we can proceed to 
another level of truth about the King case. This truth is more valid than 
those previously offered by official investigations. It is also a worse truth. 

The freshest and best evidence precludes not only the possibility that 
James Earl Ray was a lone assassin but also that a crude and flamboyant 
conspiracy, allegedly hatched in St. Louis, propelled the assassination 
by putting up $50,000 to recruit a hit man. The truth of the King assas-
sination is that it was a much more sophisticated conspiracy executed 
by persons possessing the kind of expertise generally found within in-
telligence circles. 

F 
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o

m
in

g
 h

o
u

s
e

 
w

a
s lo

ca
te

d
. H

e
 w

e
n

t to
 m

a
ke

 a
 p

h
o

n
e

 ca
ll in

 a
 te

le
p

h
o

n
e

 b
o

o
th

—
th

e
re

 
w

a
s
, in

 fa
c
t, a

 p
h

o
n

e
 b

o
o

th
 lo

c
a

te
d

 o
n

ly
 a

 fe
w

 y
a

rd
s
 fro

m
 M

rs
. L

o
o

's
 

d
o
o
r—

a
n
d
 fo

u
n
d
 a

n
 u

n
s
e
a
le

d
 le

tte
r, a

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 le
ft b

y
 s

o
m

e
o
n
e
. H

e
 

o
p
e
n
e
d
 th

e
 e

n
v
e
lo

p
e
 a

n
d
 re

a
d
 th

e
 le

tte
r, w

h
ic

h
 h

a
d
 s

o
m

e
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 

w
ith

 a
 jo

b
 a

p
p

lic
a

tio
n

. lie
 c

o
u

ld
 n

o
t re

m
e

m
b

e
r m

u
c
h

 a
b

o
u

t th
e

 le
tte

r's
 

c
o
n
te

n
ts

 b
e
y
o
n
d
 its

 g
e
n
e
ra

l n
a
tu

re
, n

o
r c

o
u
ld

 h
e
 re

c
a
ll to

 w
h
o
m

 it w
a
s
 

a
d
d
re

sse
d
. T

h
e
 m

a
n
 d

e
cid

e
d
 to

 re
tu

rn
 th

e
 le

tte
r to

 its o
w

n
e
r a

n
d
 w

a
lke

d
 

to
 th

e
 a

d
d
re

s
s
 o

f th
e
 s

e
n
d
e
r a

n
d
 a

s
k
e
d
 fo

r M
r. S

n
e
y
d
. 

P
o
lic

e
 s

ta
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 m

a
n
 d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 R
a
y
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 n

o
 c

rim
in

a
l 

c
o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 K

in
g
 c

a
s
e
. T

h
e
y
 c

h
e
c
k
e
d
 o

u
t h

is
 s

to
ry

 a
n
d
 th

e
y
 

w
e
re

 sa
tisfie

d
. S

o
 fa

r a
s th

e
 p

o
lice

 a
n
d
 R

C
M

P
 w

e
re

 co
n
ce

rn
e
d
, th

e
 se

a
rch

 

fo
r th

e
 fa

t m
a

n
 w

a
s
 o

v
e

r. N
e

e
d

le
s
s
 to

 s
a

y
, th

e
re

 w
a

s
 a

 g
o

o
d

 d
e

a
l o

f 
su

sp
icio

n
 a

m
o
n
g
 th

e
 lo

ca
l p

re
ss th

a
t th

e
 p

o
lice

 w
e
re

 so
 a

n
xio

u
s to

 se
ttle

 
th

e
 m

a
tte

r, a
n

d
 th

u
s
 p

re
v
e

n
t fu

rth
e

r q
u

e
s
tio

n
in

g
 o

f th
e

ir c
o

m
p

e
te

n
c
e

, 

th
a

t th
e

y
 w

o
u

ld
 g

ra
s
p

 a
t a

n
y
 "s

o
lu

tio
n

" re
g

a
rd

le
s
s
 o

f h
o

w
 te

n
u

o
u

s
, o

r 
e

v
e

n
 c

o
n

triv
e

d
, it m

ig
h

t b
e

. E
a

rl M
c
R

a
e

, fo
r o

n
e

, c
o

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 p
u

rs
u

e
 

th
e
 ta

t m
a
n
 fo

r tw
o
 w

e
e
k
s
, u

n
til h

is
 e

d
ito

rs
 d

iv
e

rte
d

 h
im

 to
 o

th
e

r a
s
-

s
ig

n
m

e
n

ts
. H

is
 m

a
in

 g
o

a
l w

a
s
 to

 d
is

c
o

v
e

r th
e
 id

e
n

tity
 o

f th
e

 s
e

lf-a
n

-
n

o
u

n
c
e

d
 fa

t m
a

n
, a

n
d

 th
e

n
 c

h
e

c
k
 th

e
 v

a
lid

ity
 o

f h
is

 s
to

ry
, b

u
t h

e
 w

a
s
 

u
n
a
b
le

 to
 d

o
 s

o
. If w

e
 c

o
m

p
a
re

 th
e
 v

e
rs

io
n
 o

f th
e
 s

to
ry

 a
c
c
e
p
te

d
 b

y
 

p
o

lic
e

 w
ith

 M
rs

. L
o

o
's

 a
c
c
o

u
n

t a
n

d
 a

ls
o

 w
ith

 R
a

y
's

 b
e

h
a

v
io

r, a
 s

trin
g

 
o

f p
ro

b
le

m
s
 a

ris
e

s
 c

o
n

c
e

rn
in

g
 th

e
 v

a
lid

ity
 o

f th
e

 G
o

o
d

 S
a

m
a

rita
n

 v
e

r-
sio

n
. 

T
h
e
 T

o
ro

n
to

 T
e
le

g
ra

m
 b

ro
u

g
h

t u
p

 tw
o

 p
o

in
ts

 w
h

ic
h

, w
h

e
n

 ta
k
e

n
 o

u
t 

o
f c

o
n

te
x
t o

r le
ft u

n
e

x
p

la
in

e
d

 a
s
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 in
 th

e
 T

e
le

g
ra

m
, im

p
lic

itly
 

c
a

s
t d

o
u

b
t o

n
 M

rs
. L

o
o

's
 c

re
d

ib
ility

.' F
irs

t, th
e

 T
e
le

g
ra

m
 d

e
scrib

e
d
 M

rs. 
L

o
o

 a
s "n

e
a

r h
yste

rics" w
h

e
n

 its re
p

o
rte

rs in
te

rvie
w

e
d

 h
e

r. S
e

co
n

d
, th

e
 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r cla

im
e
d
 th

a
t sh

e
 h

a
d
 m

e
a
n
t to

 te
ll p

o
lice

 th
a
t th

e
 visito

r w
a
s 

ta
ll a

n
d
 b

ig
 b

u
t b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f a

 la
n
g
u
a
g
e
 b

a
rrie

r, p
o
lice

 th
o
u
g
h
t sh

e
 m

e
a
n
t 

to
 d

e
scrib

e
 h

im
 a

s fa
t. 

If M
rs

. L
o

o
 w

a
s
 "n

e
a

r h
y
s
te

ric
s
" b

y
 th

e
 tim

e
 th

e
 T

e
le

g
ra

m
 
ta

lk
e
d
 to

 
h
e
r o

n
 th

e
 e

ve
n

in
g

 o
f th

e
 d

a
y th

e
 sto

ry b
ro

ke
, it w

a
s p

ro
b

a
b

ly b
e

ca
u

se
 

o
f th

e
 tra

u
m

a
tic

 e
x
p
e
rie

n
c
e
 s

h
e
 h

a
d
 u

n
d
e
rg

o
n
e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 d

a
y
. M

rs
. 

L
o
o
 w

a
s
 a

 C
h
in

e
s
e
 im

m
ig

ra
n
t liv

in
g
 in

 o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 s

e
e
d
ie

r s
e
c
tio

n
s
 o

f 
th

e
 c

ity
. It is

 lik
e

ly
 th

a
t s

h
e

 re
g
a
rd

e
d
 th

e
 w

h
ite

 a
u
th

o
rity

 s
tru

c
tu

re
 w

ith
 

c
o

n
s
id

e
ra

b
le

 tre
p

id
a

tio
n

 if n
o

t o
u

trig
h

t s
u

s
p

ic
io

n
. B

e
in

g
 g

rille
d

 b
y
 T

o
-

ro
n
to

 p
o
lice

 a
n
d
 th

e
n
 b

e
sie

g
e
d
 b

y re
p
o
rte

rs m
u
st h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 e

m
o
tio

n
a
lly 

u
n

s
e

ttlin
g

.  
E

a
rl M

cR
a
e
, w

h
o
 o

b
ta

in
e
d
 a

n
 e

xclu
sive

 in
te

rvie
w

 w
ith

 M
rs. L

o
ci b

e
fo

re
 

sh
e
 w

a
s h

o
u
n
d
e
d
 b

y h
o
rd

e
s o

f h
is co

lle
a
g
u
e
s in

 th
e
 T

o
ro

n
to

 p
re

ss, to
ld

 
th

e
 a

u
th

o
r th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 p
ro

b
le

m
s w

h
a

tso
e

ve
r in

 co
m

m
u

n
ica

tin
g

 w
ith

 

h
e
r. H

e
 fo

u
n
d
 h

e
r to

 b
e
 a

 cre
d
ib

le
 w

itn
e
ss w

h
o
se

 re
ca

ll o
f th

e
 in

cid
e
n
t 

se
e
m

e
d
 b

o
th

 cle
a
r a

n
d
 d

e
ta

ile
d
!' 

R
e
g
a
rd

in
g
 th

e
 s

e
c
o
n
d
 p

o
in

t, p
o
lic

e
 w

e
re

 w
o
n
t to

 p
o
in

t o
u
t th

a
t th

e
 

m
a

n
 w

h
o

 ca
m

e
 fo

rw
a

rd
 w

ith
 th

e
 G

o
o

d
 S

a
m

a
rita

n
 sto

ry w
a

s n
o

t fa
t, o

n
ly 

ta
ll a

n
d

 b
ig

. T
h

e
 p

o
lice

 g
le

e
fu

lly re
ite

ra
te

d
 th

is p
o

in
t a

s a
 w

a
y o

f im
p

lyin
g

 

th
a

t th
e

 w
h

o
le

 in
c
id

e
n

t w
a

s
 b

lo
w

n
 o

u
t o

f p
ro

p
o

rtio
n

; th
a

t, im
p

lic
itly

, 
M

rs
. L

o
o

 w
a

s
 e

ith
e

r p
ro

n
e

 to
 e

x
a

g
g

e
ra

te
 o

r c
o

u
ld

 n
o

t a
c
c
u

ra
te

ly
 c

o
m

-
m

u
n
ica

te
 th

e
 d

e
ta

ils o
f th

e
 e

ve
n
t. 

In
 fa

irn
e

s
s
 to

 M
rs

. L
o

o
's

 p
o

w
e

rs
 o

f p
e

rc
e

p
tio

n
 a

n
d

 c
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

tio
n

, 
it s

h
o
u
ld

 b
e
 n

o
te

d
 th

a
t to

 a
 s

le
n
d
e
r O

rie
n
ta

l w
o
m

a
n
, a

 ta
ll, ro

b
u
s
t 

C
a
u
c
a
s
ia

n
 m

a
n
 (w

h
o
s
e
 g

irth
 m

a
y
 w

e
ll h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

c
c
e
n
tu

a
te

d
 b

y
 h

is
 

tu
c
k
e

d
-in

 t-s
h

irt) m
ig

h
t a

p
p

e
a

r to
 b

e
 fa

t, e
v
e

n
 th

o
u

g
h

 p
o

lic
e

 o
ffic

e
rs

 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t ch

o
o
se

 to
 d

e
scrib

e
 h

im
 a

s su
ch

. 
T

h
e

re
 is

 n
o

 d
o

u
b

t, h
o

w
e

v
e

r, th
a

t th
e

 a
tte

n
tio

n
 s

u
d

d
e

n
ly

 fo
c
u

s
e

d
 o

n
 

M
rs

. L
o
o
 w

a
s
 a

 d
iffic

u
lt e

x
p
e
rie

n
c
e
 fo

r h
e
r. W

h
e
n
 I c

o
n
ta

c
te

d
 h

e
r s

h
e
 

re
fu

se
d

 to
 ta

lk a
b

o
u

t th
e

 in
cid

e
n

t. "O
h

, n
o

, n
o

," sh
e

 p
ro

te
ste

d
 H

e
r so

n
 

to
ld

 m
e

 th
a

t sh
e

 co
n

siste
n

tly re
fu

se
d

 to
 ta

lk a
b

o
u

t th
e

 m
a

tte
r.° 
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T
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R
K

I.\ C
onspiracy 

T
h

e
re

 a
re

 fo
rm

id
a

b
le

 p
ro

b
le

m
s w

ith
 th

e
 p

o
lice

's e
xp

la
n

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 fa
t 

m
a
n
 in

cid
e
n
t. first o

f a
ll, th

e
re

 is th
e
 cla

im
 th

a
t th

e
 le

tte
r fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e
 

p
h

o
n

e
 b

o
o

th
 w

a
s re

la
te

d
 to

 R
a

y's se
e

kin
g

 e
m

p
lo

ym
e

n
t. W

ith
in

 h
o

u
rs 

o
f th

e
 in

cid
e

n
t, R

a
y p

u
rch

a
se

d
 a

 5
3

4
5

 a
irp

la
n

e
 ticke

t a
n

d
 p

a
id

 ca
sh

. 
E

ith
e

r h
e

 a
lre

a
d

y h
a

d
 th

e
 n

e
ce

ssa
ry g

e
t-a

w
a

y m
o

n
e

y in
 h

is p
o

sse
ssio

n
 

o
r it w

a
s d

e
live

re
d
 to

 h
im

 in
 th

e
 e

n
ve

lo
p
e
. In

 e
ith

e
r ca

se
, jo

b
 h

u
n
tin

g
 

w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 m

a
d

e
 little

 se
n

se
: T

h
e

 m
o

n
e

y to
 e

sca
p

e
 to

 L
o

n
d

o
n

 w
a

s in
 

h
a

n
d

 o
r o

n
 th

e
 w

a
y. Jo

b
 h

u
n

tin
g

 a
b

ro
a

d
 w

o
u

ld
 m

a
ke

 n
o

 se
n

se
 e

ith
e

r. 
P

re
su

m
a
b
ly R

a
y kn

e
w

 n
o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t L

o
n
d
o
n
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 n

o
 id

e
a
 w

h
e
re

 
h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 sta

yin
g
. T

h
e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
 b

y T
o
ro

n
to

 p
o
lice

 th
a
t 

th
e

 le
tte

r w
a

s h
e

a
d

e
d

 a
b

ro
a

d
. 

M
o

re
o

ve
r, w

h
e

n
 w

e
 co

n
sid

e
r th

e
 circu

m
sta

n
ce

s a
n

d
 th

e
 tim

e
 fra

m
e

 
su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 R
a

y's p
u

rch
a

se
 o

f th
e

 ticke
t, it a

p
p

e
a

rs a
ll th

e
 m

o
re

 like
ly 

th
a
t th

e
 fa

t m
a
n
 d

e
live

re
d
 m

o
n
e
y. It w

a
s o

n
 A

p
ril 1

6
 th

a
t R

a
y w

e
n
t to

 
th

e
 K

e
n

n
e

d
y T

ra
ve

l A
g

e
n

cy in
 T

o
ro

n
to

 a
n

d
 o

rd
e

re
d

 a
 ticke

t to
 L

o
n

d
o

n
 

a
n

d
 a

 p
a

ssp
o

rt u
n

d
e

r th
e

 n
a

m
e

 o
f S

n
e

yd
 (th

e
 tra

ve
l a

g
e

n
cy h

a
n

d
le

d
 th

e
 

p
a

ssp
o

rt a
p

p
lica

tio
n

 fo
r its cu

sto
m

e
r).'" R

a
y w

a
s in

fo
rm

e
d

 th
a

t it w
o

u
ld

 
ta

ke
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 o

n
e

 a
n

d
 tw

o
 w

e
e

ks fo
r h

is a
p

p
lica

tio
n

 to
 b

e
 p

ro
ce

sse
d

 b
y 

th
e

 b
u

re
a

u
cra

cy in
 O

tta
w

a
 a

n
d

 m
a

ile
d

 to
 th

e
 tra

ve
l a

g
e

n
cy. H

e
 le

ft h
is 

D
u
n
d
a
s S

tre
e
t a

d
d

re
ss a

n
d

 M
rs

. L
o
o
's p

h
o
n
e
 n

u
m

b
e
r w

ith
 th

e
 a

g
e
n
cy." 

T
e

n
 d

a
ys la

te
r, o

n
 A

p
ril 2

6
, th

e
 "S

n
e

yd
" p

a
ssp

o
rt a

rrive
d

. R
a

y h
a

d
 

b
o

o
ke

d
 a

n
 e

xcu
rsio

n
 flig

h
t th

a
t d

e
p

a
rte

d
 T

o
ro

n
to

 o
n

 M
a

y 6
. O

n
e

 w
o

u
ld

 
th

in
k th

a
t th

e
 w

o
rld

's n
u

m
b

e
r o

n
e

 fu
g

itive
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 a

n
xio

u
s to

 p
ick u

p
 

his passport and ticket as soon as possible, to have them
 in his possession 

in case he had to leave that section of the city or had to change addresses 
a

g
a

in
—

in
 ca

se
 th

e
 la

w
 b

e
g

a
n

 to
 clo

se
 in

 o
n

 h
im

. T
h

e
re

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e

 a
n

 
a
d
va

n
ta

g
e
 to

 h
a
vin

g
 h

is g
e
t-a

w
a
y cre

d
e
n
tia

ls in
 h

a
n
d
, e

ve
n
 if it w

e
re

 
n
o
t p

o
ssib

le
 fo

r h
im

 to
 a

rra
n
g
e
 to

 le
a
ve

 so
o
n
e
r th

a
n
 M

a
y 6

. 
Y

e
t,w

h
a

te
ve

r th
e

 p
o

te
n

tia
l b

e
n

e
fits, R

a
y w

a
s in

 n
o

 p
o

sitio
n

 to
 re

trie
ve

 
h
is ticke

t u
n
le

ss h
e
 co

u
ld

 co
m

e
 u

p
 w

ith
 th

e
 m

o
n
e
y. It m

ig
h
t h

a
ve

 se
e
m

e
d
 

o
d
d

, a
n

d
 th

e
re

b
y ca

lle
d

 a
tte

n
tio

n
 to

 h
im

se
lf, if h

e
 h

a
d
 p

icke
d
 u

p
 h

is 
p

a
ssp

o
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