
be exceedingly difficult if not impossible to attain in such a 

short time by using only the radio and self-study props. Such 

progress would require people, Weeks asserted--instructors or, at 

a minimum, persons proficient in the language who would be 

willing to converse extensively with the student. Oswald 

supposedly had access to neither kormal nor informal tutors. 

In 1974 a transcript of an executive session of the Warren 

Commission was released after a prolonged legal battle by a 

private researcher.35 Classified as Top Secret until its 

release, it contains a reference by Chief Counsel J. Lee Rankin 

to the Commission's efforts, to find out what he (Oswald] 

studied at the Monterey School of the Army in the way of 

langoages.A 36  There is no known official record of Oswald having 

studied theCe. Die Monterey SchoOl (the Defense Language 

Institute), located in California, was operational in 1959. 	It 

was, and still is, the linguistic West Point for U.S. military 

and intelligence personnel who need to learn a language 

thoroughly and quickly. If Oswald studied there, it would 

explain his phenomenal progress. 

Tne Monterey Scnool is not d self-tmpcovement institution 
t 

offering courses to anyone who is interested. In 1959 it wAs a 

school for serious training relating to government work, not to 

the academic whims of military or intelligence personnel. Only 

those with a certain level of aptitude were admitted, and 

training was in a language selected for the student by the 

government, according to needs or assignments.37  If Oswald went 

there, it would also explain why he was not seen as a threat to 

37 

QZ," 	Nt14,1,,10"..174,41,7.1.412%%,":+nr".fonsvEmA13,711.450rt",,, 	' 
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were likely to go nowhere, because it was, "a terribly hard thing 

to disprove.... How do you disprove it?'2  

These were the words of Commissioner Allen Dulles, and his 

expertise on this matter was indisputable. Dulles was one of the 

CIA's founding fathers. He was consulted in 1947 when the Agency 

was created by Congress. The following year President Truman 

appointed him to a three-man commission whose task was to monitor 

the progress of the fledgling intelligence agency. Truman made 

Dulles Deputy director of CIA in 1951; Eisenhower made him 

Director in 1953.3 Dulles eleven year reign came to an abrupt 

and rancorous end in 1961 when President Kennedy fired him during 

the post-Bay-of-Pigs shake-up of the Agency. 

In what must surely rank as one of the more historically 

significant conflicts of interest, Dulles was appointed by 

President Johnson to the commission responsible for assessing 

whether Oswald was linked to the CIA and whether the CIA was 

linked to the assassination. During most of a crucial period 

concerning Oswald's possible relationship to the Agency 4406,05m*.e. 

Egali,(When he defected to Russia)asiONNEWEftwr, Dulles was 

serving as CIA Director. Thus he was in the position of 

investigating events that occurred under his own stewardship. 

Dulles admonished his commission colleagues that proving 

that Oswald was not a CIA agent was all but impossible because of 

the Agency's characteristics: it compartmentalized its 

activities, did not keep paper records of all of its work, coded 

much of its data in "hieroglyphics,' and sometimes would not 

reveal the identity of its agents even when its officers were put 

under oath.4  After arguing that a definitive conclusion was not 

225 
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