
need to learn, about Oswald and about this crime against American 

democracy. Like presidential elections, the darker side of our 

political process, assassinations, profoundly alter not only the 

succession of leadership and the distribution of political power 

but the course of public policy and history. If the U.S. Secret 

Service is to effectively protect our political leaders, it must 

understand the various root causes of these assaults: lumping 

Oswald with Squeaky Fromme and John W. Hinckley, Jr. as fitting 

"the profile" of U.S. assassins (lone, deranged drifters) is too 

simplistic for effective protective research.6  It is also 

essential in a democracy that institutions and agencies of 

government be held publicly accountable for their performance and 

actions, an accounting that should not be voided by official 

secrecy and disinformation. 

Finally, if some cabal successfully conspired to subvert the 

democratic process by disenfranchising citizens' ballots with 

bullets, this must be confronted. Doing so will serve history 

and democracy well, even if criminal justice cannot now be 

achieved. We can begin to comprehend a great deal more about the 

assassination of President John F. Kennedy, about the sources of 

violence that threaten our political system and about the nature 

of covert power and politics when we know which of the 

conflicting images was real: Lee Harvey Oswald, U.S. 

intelligence agent-provocateur. 
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Appendix A: Selected Chronology of Lee Harvey Oswald 

Oct. 18, 1939 Born in New Orleans, La. 

1955 Joins New Orleans chapter, Civil Air Patrol 

allegedly headed by David Ferrie 

Oct. 24, 1956 Joins United States Marine Corps 

Sept. 11, 1959 Released from active duty 

Oct. 15, 1959 Crosses Finnish-Soviet border en route to Moscow 

Oct. 31, 1959 Visits U.S. Embassy in Moscow and announces his 

intention to defect to the U.S.S.R. 

April 30, 1960 Marries Marina Prusakova 

May 1, 	1960 Francis Gary Powers' U-2 spy plane is shot down 

in the U.S.S.R. 

Feb. 

May 

15, 1962 

1962 

Daughter June is born 

Arranges return to U.S. with help of State Dept. 

June 1,  1962 Leaves U.S.S.R. by train to Holland 

June 2,  1962 Leaves Holland via liner for U.S. 

June 14, 1962 Arrives Fort Worth and lives with brother Robert 

Oct. 10, 1962 First day at Jaggers-Chiles-Stovall photo-

optics firm 

Nov. 3,  1962 Rents apartment at 602 Elsbeth St., Dallas 

Mar. 3, 1963 Moves to apartment at 214 W. Neely St., Dallas 

April 6, 1963 Last day of work at Jaggers-Chiles-Stovall 

April 24, 1963 Leaves Dallas. Family moves to Irving, Tex. to 

live with Michael and Ruth Paine 

April 25, 1963 Arrives in New Orleans 
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May 9, 1963 	Takes job at Reily Coffee Co. 

May 11, 1963 	Family joins him in New Orleans 

mid June, 1963 	Hands out FPCC leaflets at Dumaine St. wharf 

where USS Wasp is docked. 

July 19; 1963 	"Fired" from Reily Coffee Co. 

Aug. 9, 1963 	Arrested for disturbing the peace during 

leafletting (Bringuier scuffle) 

Aug. 16, 1963 	Passes out FPCC leaflets outside Trade Mart, 

New Orleans 

late Aug.-early 	Oswald and Ferrie visit Clinton, Louisiana 

Sept., 1963 	during CORE voter-registration campaign 

Sept. 27, 1963 	Travels to Mexico. Family stays at Paines.  home 

in Irving, Texas 

Oct. 3, 1963 	Returns to Dallas and registers at YMCA 

Oct. 4-6, 1963 	Visits Irving, Texas where wife and child are 

living 

Oct. 14, 1963 	Rents apartment at 1026 N. Beckley, Dallas 

Oct. 15, 1963 	Takes job at Texas School Book Depository 

Oct. 20, 1963 	Second daughter, Rachel, is born 

Nov. 1, 1963 	Rents a new post office box at Terminal Annex 

Post Office, Dallas. Authorizes mail 

the ACLU and the FPCC -fro 6e. received- 

Nov. 22, 1963 
A 

Goes to work at Depository. President Kennedy 

is shot at 12:30 p.m. Arrested in Texas 

Theater, Maws at 1:50 p.m. 

Nov. 24, 1963 	Murdered in basement of Dallas Police station 

by Jack Ruby 
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Appendix B: Excerpts from the Testimony of Former CIA Director 

Richard Helms Before the House Select Committee on 

Assassinations 

Richard Helms testified in August of 1978. In these first 

excerpts he hints that there was Agency concern about who might 

have been behind Oswald, but that the most relevant data resides 

in foreign intelligence files (implicitly, not in CIA files): 

There is hardly any question there was more discussed 

during those days as to who was behind Lee Harvey Oswald, 

if indeed he was the man who was responsible, what had 

affected his life, why had he done the things he had done, 

and so forth. 
* * * 

I think if the Chair would indulge me a minute, I would 

like to make a comment about the various investigations 

into the assassination of President Kennedy based on the 

long years I have spent in the intelligence business, and 

that is, until the day that the KGB in Moscow or the Cuban 

intelligence in Havana is prepared to turn over their files 

to the United States as to what their relationships to 

these various people were, it is going to be 

extraordinarily difficult to tidy up this case, finally and 

conclusively.1 

The CIA had denied that it had any interest in or data on 

Oswald beyond his rather meager "201 file." A 201 file was 
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described by the Agency as an expression of routine interest in a 

person--nothing extraordinary. The House Committee was 

interested in the question of why such a routine file was not 

opened on Oswald in the fall of 1959 when he defected rather than 

waiting until December of 1960. Moreover, Helms' testimony 

appears to have been inconsistent on this point.2  

COMMITTEE COUNSEL MICHAEL GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, what is a 201 

file? 

DIRECTOR RICHARD HELMS: I believe the 201 file, if memory 

serves, is simply the number given to a type of file at the 

Agency in which personality information is placed. In other 

words, if you open a 201 file on the chairman of this committee, 

for example, it would simply be information that had come into the 

Agency which involved that gentleman. 

GOLDSMITH: Why would the Agency have opened a 201 file on 

Oswald? 

HELMS: Why would it have? 

GOLDSMITH: Yes, sir. 

HELMS: I believe at some point a decision must have been 

made that Oswald was perhaps a matter of continuing interest and 

therefore the information which we held on him should be put in 

the file. 

I would like to suggest to the committee that when a 

Government agency receives mail it has to do something with it, 

and one of the things that you do with it is to try to categorize 

the type of information it is and where it would best be filed so 

that if you need it at some future date you can get it back. 
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GOLDSMITH: I would ask that Mr. Helms be shown JFK exhibit 

F-534. For the record, that is a Department of State telegram 

dated october 31, 1959. Would you please read to yourself that 

telegram. 

HELMS: Yes, Mr. Goldsmith, I have read it now. 

GOLDSMITH: This telegram makes reference to Oswald, indicating 

his intention or desire to defect, and it says that Oswald has 

offered the Soviets any information he has acquired as an 

enlisted radar operator. My question to you is whether 

information contained in this particular telegram would normally 

lead to the opening of a 201 file? 

HELMS: I just don't know how to answer the question. I 

would have thought so but, on the other hand, maybe a decision 

would be made that this was something that involved the Marine 

Corps and that this was their concern. After all, the Department 

of Defense has a very large Defense Intelligence Agency and then 

it has intelligence units in the Army, Navy, and Air Force and 

they do have jurisdiction over their people and their security. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, I would ask you to refer to your 

previous testimony to this committee on page 75, specifically to 

line 15, your response to the question posed by me. 

GOLDSMITH: Would the information contained in this telegram 

normally lead to the opening of a 201 file? 

We are referring to the same telegram. Would you please 

read the response that you gave that day? 

HELMS: "Mr. Helms. I would have thought so, an American who 

was defecting to the Soviet Union would have been of 
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counterintelligence interest and that would have been quite 

sufficient to have caused the Agency to open a file." 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. chairman, I move for the admission of this 

exhibit. 

RICHARDSON PREYER: Without objection, the exhibit is ordered 

into the record at this point. 

The former director Helms expressed profound skepticism 

regarding the claim made by Soviet sources, such as defector Yuri 

Nosenko, that the KGB had absolutely no interest in Oswald and 

never debriefed him. Many analysts, including the author, greet 

the CIA's denials of interest in Oswald with similar skepticism, 

based on the mirror image of Helms' reasoning to the Committee:3  

I simply do not understand that assertion. I would have 

thought, to begin with, that any American who went to the 

Russian government and said, "I want to defect to the 

Soviet Union" would have immediately been taken over by the 

KGB to find out what his game was because, after all, the 

KGB's charter is to protect the Soviet state against 

infiltration. 

How would they know that he was serious about this? How 

would they know that the CIA had not sent him to make a 

fake defection and to try to get into Soviet society 

through this device? 

So, for that reason, if not for many others, I find it 

quite incredible, the assertion by Nosenko that Oswald was 

never interrogated or was never in touch with the KGB while 

he was in the soviet Union. This really stretches one's 
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credulity. It goes back to the testimony this morning that 

this is the hardest thing about the whole Nosenko case to 

swallow, and I have not been able to swallow it in all 

these years. 

Congressman Floyd J. Fithian (Dem. Ind.) raised the question 

of damage assessment regarding Oswald's possible U-2 secrets.4  

CONGRESSMAN FITHIAN: Would you, would the Agency then not have--

as a matter of practice--not have inquired of DOD or someone as 

to how much damage to our U-2 operation, let's say, theorized, 

that Oswald might be able to do by the defecting? 

HELMS: I don't know. We might have, but I would have 

thought that the feeling would be that that was the Navy 

Department's responsibility. 

FITHIAN: Is it your best assessment that in all probability the 

Agency did not make any effort to assess the potential damage of 

Oswald's .... 

HELMS: I think that is right. In other words, he was another 

Marine, but what specialty he had or what he had been involved 

with, I don't think we would have gone into that unless it were 

volunteered to us in some form. 

Under rather sharp, lengthy questioning, an acerbic Helms 

was asked about whether Oswald had been "connected" with the 

CIA.5 

GOLDSMITH: Did the Agency ever conduct an investigation to 

determine whether Lee Harvey Oswald had been connected with the 
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CIA? 

HELMS: Yes, and I believe that [then CIA Director] Mr. 

McCone presented to the Warren Commission a sworn affidavit 

saying that he had no formal connection with the CIA of any kind. 

I gather that through the years a couple of people have been 

identified who had once thought that maybe the Agency should have 

some kind of a contact with Lee Harvey Oswald, but to the best of 

my knowledge no contact was ever made. 

In any event, he was not an agent of the CIA and I was 

horrified this morning to have Mr. Blakey, [Committee's chief 

Counsel] as a part of this committee's work coming out with the 

allegation at this late date that he had some identification with 

the Agency. Can't this ever be put to rest? What does it take 

to put it to rest? 

Excuse me, I am asking you a question. I will rephrase it. 

I would hope that at some juncture someone would find some means 

of putting this allegation to rest. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, what did the Agency's investigation 

involve when it was looking into this matter. 

HELMS: We have records for one thing in the Agency, and then on 

top of that, I have the recollection that various people were 

asked whether they knew anything about Oswald or had any 

connection with him, people like the officers in the contact 

division, did you ever interview Oswald; people in the CE staff, 

etc. 

I don't remember the exact details. Fifteen years later it 

would be implausible for me to remember exactly what, but I can 

assure you that we would not have asked or suggested or allowed 
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Mr. McCone to swear out an affidavit, present it to the Warren 

Commission, unless we believed the affidavit to be truthful. 

GOLDSMITH: Was there a written report summarizing the 

Agency's investigation? 

HELMS: .1 don't know. 

GOLDSMITH: Do you think one should have been filed? 

HELMS: I don't know. 

GOLDSMITH: Why not? 

HELMS: I don't have any idea why it should have. If it 

manifested itself in the affidavit sworn by Mr. McCone, isn't 

that evidence enough? 

GOLDSMITH: Are the Agency's files sufficiently accurate to 

resolve that issue? 

HELMS: I don't know. You know, after this inquiry today, I 

am reminded of the fact that back in the days of the Continental 

Congress that intelligence, espionage, and counter-espionage were 

conducted by committees of the Continental Congress. I think 

maybe the best thing to do would be to return secret intelligence 

to the aegis of the U.S. Congress and let you fellows run it. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, did the Agency ever have an operational 

interest in Lee Harvey Oswald? 

HELMS: Not that I am aware of. 

GOLDSMITH: I would ask that the witness be shown JFK F-526. I 

would ask that you read that. 

For the record, this is a memorandum dated November 25, 

1963. 

HELMS: I have glanced at this memorandum. I have not read 
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it in great detail. Who wrote it? 

GOLDSMITH: You are asking me who wrote it? 

HELMS: Oh, I am sorry. I am supposed to take an anonymous 

memorandum and make judgments on it. I'll do the best I can. 

GOLDSMITH: I might add that this is a sanitized document and I 

would hope you would not want me to indicate who wrote it. 

Referring you to the first paragraph that makes reference to 

the laying on of interviews. 

HELMS: The first paragraph makes reference to the laying on 

of interviews with Lee Harvey Oswald. 

GOLDSMITH: Does the language of this memorandum suggest that the 

possibility of a contact with Oswald was contemplated? 

HELMS: The memorandum does not say anything about a contact. 

GOLDSMITH: Does the memorandum make reference to the laying on 

of interviews? 

HELMS: It says I had discussed--some time in summer 1960--with 

almost a whole line blank, the laying on of interviews through 

blank or other suitable channels. At the moment, I don't recall 

if this was discussed while Oswald and his family were on route 

to this country or was after his arrival. 

GOLDSMITH: I am sorry. I didn't ask you to read the document. 

I simply asked you to.... 

HELMS: I am sorry. I didn't know I was disobeying. 

GOLDSMITH: I simply asked you whether the document makes 

reference to the laying on of interviews? 

HELMS: Yes, it says someone thought about laying on an 

interview. 

GOLDSMITH: In light of that, does it suggest that at the very 
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least a contact with Oswald was contemplated by the Agency? 

HELMS: Not by the Agency, by some individual in the Agency. For 

a lawyer, I think you ought to be more precise. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, I am not in a position here today to 

respond. to your criticism. 

HELMS: I am sorry. That was not criticism. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, have you testified before at a 

congressional hearing? 

HELMS: At any time? 

GOLDSMITH: Yes. 

HELMS: Do you mean in my life? 

GOLDSMITH: Yes, sir. 

HELMS: On more than one occasion, yes. 

GOLDSMITH: And during those occasions, sir, was the standard 

operating procedure for the attorney to ask the questions and for 

the witness to answer them? 

HELMS: I must confess during my life, Mr. Goldsmith, that I was 

usually asked questions by the Senators or the Congressmen 

involved. 

GOLDSMITH: Very well, Mr. Helms. Under those circumstances 

again, was the procedure for the member of the committee or its 

staff to ask the questions and to have the witness answer the 

questions? 

HELMS: Yes. 

GOLDSMITH: Did anyone tell you before you came to testify here 

today that standard operating procedure would not be followed? 

HELMS: I don't recall discussing it with anyone. 
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GOLDSMITH: Fine. Lets follow the standard operating procedure, 

Mr. Helms. 

HELMS: Certainly, Mr. Goldsmith. 

GOLDSMITH: Do you know what follow-up there was to this 

memorandum dated November 25, 1963? [The memo refers to CIA 

discussions about Oswald that occurred in 1960.] 

HELMS: I have no idea. 

GOLDSMITH: I would like to draw your attention to the last line 

on this memorandum. It makes reference to the Harvey story. 

HELMS: Yes. 

GOLDSMITH: Do you know what Harvey story that is referring to? 

HELMS: No, I do not. 

GOLDSMITH: Did the Agency debrief Lee Harvey Oswald upon his 

return from the Soviet Union? 

HELMS: I was not aware that it did. I don't believe it would. 

GOLDSMITH: Would standard operating procedure have called for 

Oswald to have been debriefed? 

HELMS: I would not have thought so, Mr. Goldsmith. I think 

that the standard operating procedure after he returned to the 

United States would have been for the Navy to debrief him. 

GOLDSMITH: Why is that, sir? 

HELMS: Because he had been a member of the Marine Corps, and I 

believe he stayed in the Marine Reserve, if I am not mistaken. 

But in any event, the understandings were that military officers 

were handled by the intelligence organs of the defense 

establishment. 

GOLDSMITH: So I take it, then, that the Agency had no interest 

in finding out whatever information Oswald may have picked up 
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during his work at a radio factory in Minsk? 

HELMS: I don't know. 

GOLDSMITH: Again, Mr. Helms, would you agree that a memorandum 

that makes reference to the possibility of the laying on of 

interviews on Oswald is contemplating a contact with Oswald? I 

am not suggesting a contact necessarily occurred, sir, but that 

it is contemplating a contact. 

HELMS: Apparently someone, and I am sorry but the memorandum is 

so sanitized that I don't know who it was nor do I know in what 

part of the Agency he was, apparently had an idea at some point 

it might be a good idea to interview Oswald. To the best of my 

knowledge, his thought never came to anything. 

GOLDSMITH: Did the Agency ever interview the author of this 

memorandum to determine whether there was any follow-up? 

HELMS: I don't know. I don't know who wrote the memorandum. 

GOLDSMITH: Do you think if there were a written report 

summarizing what the Agency had done in its investigation of the 

Oswald allegation, perhaps issues like this might more readily be 

resolved? 

HELMS: I don't know. I think these issues are very difficult to 

resolve, particularly 15 years later when I don't even know what 

I am dealing with. 

GOLDSMITH: Do you think the availability of a written report 

summarizing the steps that the Agency went through would 

facilitate resolving this issue today? 

HELMS: Yes, I think probably it would have been, in light of 

hindsight, might have been very useful if we had had a memorandum 
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for the record of everybody in the Agency who was talked to about 

Oswald. We should have kept that going for several years. 

After discussing Oswald's 201 file, Helms was questioned 

about the possibility that the CIA doctored 201 files for covert 

purposes. One document in the Committee's possession referred to 

a "forged and backdated" 201 file to be used in connection with 

political assassinations (the "ZR Rifle" project).6  

GOLDSMITH: Are 201 files ever maintained on a covert basis or is 

there ever such a thing as a fake 201 file? 

HELMS: I don't know. You brought to my attention the fact that 

you had discovered one in the Agency. I was not aware of the 

phenomenon myself prior to your having brought it to my 

attention. Since you did find one, then I concede that I guess 

there was such a thing, but I was not aware of the one that you 

brought to my attention and I am not aware of any others. 

GOLDSMITH: Let's examine that particular one at this point. I 

would ask that Mr. Helms be given JFK F-522. 

What was the ZR Rifle project? 

HELMS: My understanding from the hearings of the Church 

committee, I believe the ZR Rifle originally started out as an 

indicator for a project which was supposed to cover a man who in 

turn had been taken on to have available an operational 

capability to kill people. This man was hired before I was aware 

of these things. I have this in hindsight but I believe that is 

what the ZR rifle was supposed to be and then I believe later it 

metamorphosed into something else. But anyway, after I became 

Deputy Director for Plans, I put on the shelf for good any and 
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all use of this capacity for killing people. We didn't need 

that, so that was the end of that. 

If the ZR rifle continued after that, it was in another 

context and I don't remember precisely what the context was. I 

can read what you have given me here, that it was to spot, 

develop, and use agent assets for Division D operations. My 

recollection of Division D was that it was the operational staff 

in the Agency which attempted to procure code and cipher 

materials overseas for use by the National Security Agency. 

GOLDSMITH: In fact, that form which you were just reading, the 

reference to Division D, has no bearing at all upon any executive 

action-type problem, any type of assassination program? 

HELMS: I would not have thought so. If that was in Division D, 

maybe it was there for convenience. Maybe they didn't know where 

else to put it, and I can't blame them. 

GOLDSMITH: Is it also possible the person writing these notes 

was writing that aspect of it to mislead people to cover the fact 

that this was assassination activity? 

HELMS: I don't know whether that was the idea or not, Mr. 

Goldsmith. 

GOLDSMITH: Let's take a closer look at this particular document. 

This document consists of handwritten notes. The notes are in 

the handwriting of two different individuals. 

HELMS: Yes, I notice here on one of the pages, It should have a 

phony 201 to backstop this." 

GOLDSMITH: You are reading from which page, sir? 

HELMS: I am sorry, they are not numbered, Mr. Goldsmith. I am 
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not trying to be difficult. It is 1, 2, 3--this is page 4. 

GOLDSMITH: You are referring to the bottom of the page where it 

says, "should have phony 201 in RI"? 

HELMS: That is it. 

GOLDSMITH: This document indicates, "should have phony 201 in RI 

to backstop this. All documents therein forged and backdated. 

Should look like"--I believe that says a "CE file." 

HELMS: I think that must be what it means. 

GOLDSMITH: Let's refer your attention now to page 6, two pages 

further. 

HELMS: Right. 

GOLDSMITH: At the bottom right-hand portion of the page 

approximately five or six lines up, the person wrote in, "Never 

mention the word assassination." Is that true? 

HELMS: Yes, that is what it says. 

GOLDSMITH: Wduld you turn to the next page. Does that page say 

"No projects or papers except for cover"? Does it also say 

"cover file create from RIS"--the rest of it not really legible? 

Does it contain that language? 

HELMS: Yes. I don't know, I can't read it either. It is so cut 

up and excised, and so forth, it really doesn't make much sense. 

GOLDSMITH: In any event, Mr. Helms, do these handwritten notes 

contain any indication that this particular project contemplated 

the use of fake files? 

HELMS: That is what it says here. I don't know any more about 

it than that if this is the item I mentioned a moment ago that 

you had brought to my attention and I concede that is what this 

says. But I find it awfully difficult to deal with these matters 
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so totally out of context and excised and sanitized, and so 

forth. My recollection is as I have told you, that the ZR Rifle 

project was an individual who was supposed to kill people. He 

never killed anybody and he was never used for that purpose after 

I had anything to do with it, and any further business the ZR 

Rifle was involved in was something else's entirely. 

GOLDSMITH: Mr. Helms, I would ask you to refer to page 86 of 

your prior testimony which is given at a time when you had access 

to the complete document. 

HELMS: Is the top of that page supposed to have been censored by 

the Agency or is that somebody else's lining. 

GOLDSMITH: No, sir, that was not intended to be sanitized by the 

Agency. I believe your lawyer will confirm that. 

[Witness conferring with counsel.} 

HELMS: Excuse me, Mr. Goldsmith, I was confused by what I was 

looking at here. 

[Witness reading from prior testimony.] 

GOLDSMITH: The question to you: 

"GOLDSMITH: In any event, would you agree that here is a 

case where at the very least agency personnel were 

contemplating the use of a fake 201 file and possibly a 

fake operational file?" 

Would you please read your answer? 

HELMS: [reading] 

"HELMS: Yes, it looks like that. But then his boss would 

have known about this. He would have had to get permission 

to do that. Somebody would have known about it." 
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