
Talbott Q
uestioned A

bout Past C
riticism

 of Israel 
H

ad a D
ifferent Line of W

ork Then,' E
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earing on State D
ept. N

om
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. Jeffrey S
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"W
e
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m
e
 to
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e
r sid
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 jo

u
rn

a
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pen," said S
en. Joseph R

. B
iden Jr. (D

-D
el.) to an 

o
b
vio

u
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n
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b
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 S
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b
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a
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a

b
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u
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e
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g
h

 criticism
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f Isra
e

l in
 a

 fe
w

 o
ld

 
colum

ns he w
rote for T

im
e m

agazine. 
T

a
lb

o
tt w

a
s e

xp
e

rie
n

cin
g

 a
 W

a
sh

in
g

to
n

 p
h

e
-

nom
enon fam

iliar to m
any other nom

inees for high 
o
ffice

: H
a
vin

g
 e

ve
ryth

in
g
 o

n
e
 h

a
s sa

id
 o

r w
ritte
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th
a

t m
ig

h
t se

e
m

 re
m

o
te

ly co
n
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l h

a
sh

e
d

 
over and rehashed at a confirm

ation hearing. 
T

albott parried the senators' questions by em
-

p
h
a
sizin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 m

o
st se

n
sitive

 re
m

a
rks w

e
re

 
m

ade long ago and suggesting that the passage of 

tim
e had greatly im

proved his w
isdom

. "I have de-
viated." he avow

ed at one point, from
 core beliefs 

"in the heat of forensic and journalistic battle." 
T

a
lb

o
tt's e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

s a
t th

e
 S

e
n

a
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 F
o

re
ig

n
 

R
e
la

tio
n
s C

o
m
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itte

e
 h

e
a
rin

g
 le

ft little
 d

o
u
b
t h

e
 

w
ill b

e
 re

a
d

ily co
n

firm
e

d
. L

a
st ye

a
r, th

e
 co

m
m

it-
tee strongly backed his nom

ination to be am
bas-

sador-at-large to the new
ly independent states of 

th
e
 fo

rm
e
r S

o
vie

t U
n
io

n
, a

n
d
 h

is se
rvice

 in
 th

a
t 

post w
on him

 w
ide praise on C

apitol H
ill. 

"I fully savor the irony of the position I find m
y-

self in now
 as a form

er journalist being confronted 
on ... fragm

ents of m
y past w

ritings," T
albott told 

B
id

e
n

. "I h
a

d
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

t lin
e

 o
f w

o
rk th

e
n

.... It 
w

as m
y job and I carried it out w

ith relish, to go in 
w

ith m
y dukes up, into fights on various subjects." 
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 o
f th

e
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u
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a
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 d
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ra
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l o
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k b
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the N
ational Jew

ish C
oalition. 
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 m
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 p

ra
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o
o
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 m

a
n

." S
e

n
s. H

o
w

a
rd
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b
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h
io
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n
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u
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w
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n
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e
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n
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B
u
t o

th
e
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m
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e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

, in
c
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d
in

g
 

S
ens. P

aul S
. S

arbanes (D
-M

d.) and Jesse H
elm

s 
(R

-N
.C

.), w
a
n
te

d
 to

 kn
o
w

 if T
a
lb

o
tt still b

e
lie

ve
d
 

Israel w
as "w

ell on its w
ay to becom

ing not just a 
d

u
b

io
u

s a
sse

t b
u

t a
n

 o
u

trig
h

t lia
b

ility to
 A

m
e

r- 
ica

n
 se
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rity in

te
re

sts"—
a

s h
e
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 in

 a
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T
im

e
 co

lu
m

n
. T

h
e
y a

lso
 w

o
n
d
e
re

d
 if h

e
 w

a
s still 

in
 fa

vo
r o

f "se
le

ctive
 cu

tb
a
cks in

 m
ilita

ry a
id

" to
 

in
flu

e
n

ce
 Isra

e
li b

e
h

a
vio

r. 
T

albott said "there w
as absolutely nothing invid-

ious intended" in criticizing the policies of then-Is- 
raeli P

rim
e M

inister M
enachem

 B
egin, w

hose pol-
icy of supporting the perm

anent absorption of the 

W
est B

ank and G
aza strip w

as unpopular in W
ash-

ington. "I certainly don't feel the w
ay, today, that I 

fe
lt 1

3
 ye

a
rs a

g
o
 o

n
 th

is o
r m

a
n
y o

th
e
r su

b
je

cts 
that w

e m
ight discuss," he said. "I have alw

ays be-
lieved a strong Israel is in A

m
erica's interest." 
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 p
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W
arren C

hristopher in w
hat aides described as a 

c
a
lc

u
la

te
d
 e

ffo
rt to

 a
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 m
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k
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g
 n

e
w

s
. H

e
 

begged off discussing U
.S

. policy tow
ard B
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sa
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g
 th

a
t's E
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ro

p
e
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A

tla
n
tic C

o
u
n
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o
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w

 
U

.S
. proposals today. 

T
albott said C

hristopher had asked him
 to de-

ve
lo

p
 a

 co
m

p
re

h
e
n
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 d
ip
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m
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tic a
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 E
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ro

p
e
a
n
 n

a
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n
s a

n
d
 fo
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e
r S

o
-

viet republics in his new
 role. H

e said he plans to 
re
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a
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 ch

a
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 o
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C
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o
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in

a
to

r fo
r re

g
io

n
a

l a
ffa

irs, a
s th

e
 d

e
p

a
rt-

m
ent's new

 am
bassador-at-large. 
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E

urope as a potential hedge against the failure of 
dem

ocratic reform
s in R

ussia. H
is statem

ent rep-
resented a m

odest shift from
 the adm

inistration's 
p

a
st e

m
p
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a
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n
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l to
 d
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