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April 15, 1989 

Dear Friends and Colleagues of Sylvia Meagher: 

This little booklet was conceived by two of Sylvia 
Meagher's closest girlfriends, Bunny Heller and Anne 
Silberling. It is their tribute to our friend and associate as 
much as mine. It was printed without charge by a man who 
never knew Sylvia, so impressed was he by her unique per-
sonality. 

As her family wished, attendance at the Walter B. 
Cooke Funeral Home on West 72nd Street in Manhattan was 
limited to those closest to Sylvia. Two days before the ser-
vice, her niece asked me to speak. Although I was deeply 
shaken, I somehow managed to prepare these remarks. 
Mindful that the gathering would be small, intimate and 
mainly comprised of people not involved in studying the JFK 
assassination, I nevertheless felt it imperative that one who 
had worked with Sylvia stand up at that moment and address 
her deepest concerns. 

When Bunny and Anne asked to do this booklet, I de-
cided not to alter the style or syntax of my reading copy; the 
eulogy therefore appears here as it was originally written and 
spoken. There have been -- and will undoubtedly continue to 
be -- other tributes to Sylvia Meagher, as well as more clinical 
appraisals of her work. We wanted to share this simple, very 
personal overview with those who knew her. 

Sincer yours, 

Roger Bruce Feinman 
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D
elivered on January 16, 1989 in N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity 

M
e
m

b
e
rs o

f S
ylvia

's fa
m

ily, a
n
d
 frie

n
d
s, m

y n
a
m

e
 is R

o
g
e
r F

e
in

m
a
n
. I first 

m
e
t S

ylvia
 M

e
a
g
h
e
r m

a
n
y ye

a
rs a

g
o
 w

h
ile

 I w
a
s w

o
rkin

g
 in

 jo
u
rn

a
lism

 a
n
d
 sh

e
 

w
a
s w

o
rkin

g
 a

t th
e
 U

.N
. A

t o
u
r first e

n
co

u
n
te

r, I re
g
a
rd

e
d
 h

e
r w

ith
 th

a
t d

e
g
re

e
 o

f 

d
e
ta

ch
m

e
n
t a

n
d
 ske

p
ticism

 w
h
ich

 w
e
re

 re
q
u
ire

d
 o

f th
o
se

 w
h
o
 w

o
rke

d
 in

 m
y fie

ld
. 

I fe
e
l th

a
t sh

e
 re

g
a
rd

e
d
 m

e
 a

t first in
 m

u
ch

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 w

a
y, if o

n
ly b

e
ca

u
se

 I w
a
s 

w
orking at the tim

e for C
B

S
 N

ew
s, w

hich w
as not am

ong her favorite new
s m

edia. 

B
u
t a

ll th
a
t q

u
ickly d

issip
a
te

d
. S

o
o
n
, m

y lo
n
g
tim

e
 in

te
re

st in
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssi-

n
a
tio

n
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, a

n
d
 m

y u
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
in

g
 o

f w
h
a
t jo

u
rn

a
lism

 w
a
s su

p
-

p
o
se

d
 to

 b
e
 a

b
o
u
t, b

ro
u
g
h
t m

e
 to

 th
e
 p

o
in

t o
f m

a
kin

g
 so

m
e
 d

ifficu
lt d

e
cisio

n
s 

w
h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 a
ffe

ct th
e
 co

u
rse

 o
f m

y ca
re

e
r. S

ylvia
 h

e
lp

e
d
 m

e
 to

 fa
ce

 th
o
se

 d
e
ci-

sio
n
s a

n
d
 to

 se
e
 th

e
m

 ve
ry cle

a
rly. S

h
e
 sa

w
 m

e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 d

a
rke

st p
e
rio

d
s o

f 

m
y life

 w
ith

 u
n
sw

e
rvin

g
 lo

ya
lty. A

n
d
 o

ve
r th

e
 ye

a
rs, o

u
r frie

n
d
sh

ip
 tra

n
sce

n
d
e
d
 

b
y fa

r o
u
r m

u
tu

a
l in

te
re

st in
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, a

n
d
 th

e
re

 g
re

w
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 u

s a
fie

ry 

ra
re

, sp
e
cia

l, clo
se

 b
o
n
d
 w

h
ich

 fills m
y h

e
a
rt a

t th
is m

o
m

e
n
t. S

h
e
 w

a
s rn

yive
ry 

best friend, and I loved her. 

S
o
, I a

m
 b

o
th

 h
o
n
o
re

d
 a

n
d
 g

ra
te

fu
l th

a
t th

e
 fa

m
ily h

a
s a

ske
d
 m

e
 to

 sp
e
a
k 

w
ith

 yo
u
 to

d
a
y. I h

o
p
e
 th

a
t yo

u
 w

ill b
e
a
r w

ith
 m

e
, a

n
d
 th

a
t sh

e
 w

ill fo
rg

ive
 m

e
, if I 

sh
o
u
ld

 fa
lte

r a
s I try to

 co
n
ve

y to
 yo

u
 m

y th
o
u
g
h
ts a

n
d
 fe

e
lin

g
s a

t th
is d

ifficu
lt 

m
o
m

e
n
t. 

L
o
ve

; co
m

p
a
ssio

n
; g

e
n
e
ro

sity; in
te

g
rity —

 u
n
fa

ilin
g
, u

n
co

m
p
ro

m
isin

g
 in

-

te
g
rity; a

n
 u

n
w

illin
g
n
e
ss to

 a
b
id

e
 a

n
y so

rt o
f h

yp
o
crisy; a

 th
irst fo

r kn
o
w

le
d
g
e
; 

a
n
d
, a

 fie
rce

 d
e
vo

tio
n
 to

 th
e
 d

isco
ve

ry o
f tru

th
. T

h
e
se

 w
e
re

 Ju
st so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 q

u
a
l- 
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R
ie

s w
h
ich

 im
b
u
e
d
 th

e
 life

 o
f S

ylvia
 M

e
a
g
h
e
r, a

 life
 w

h
ich

 w
e
 ce

le
b
ra

te
, a

 lo
ss 

w
h
ich

 w
e
 ca

n
n
o
t n

o
w

 fu
lly fa

th
o
m

, e
xce

p
t fo

r th
e
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
 p

a
in

fu
l a

w
a
re

n
e
ss 

th
a
t th

e
re

 is su
d
d
e
n
ly g

o
n
e
 fro

m
 o

u
r m

id
st a

 tru
ly re

m
a
rka

b
le

 w
o
m

a
n
. 

L
o
n
g
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 te

rm
 "w

o
m

e
n
's

 lib
e
ra

tio
n
" c

a
m

e
 in

to
 v

o
g
u
e
, S

y
lv

ia
 

M
e

a
g

h
e

r q
u

ie
tly b

la
ze

d
 h

e
r o

w
n

 tra
il, a

n
d

 sh
e

 e
n

jo
ye

d
 a

 lo
n

g
, m

e
a

n
in

g
fu

l, su
c-

ce
ssfu

l ca
re

e
r a

t th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 N

a
tio

n
s W

o
rld

 H
e
a
lth

 O
rg

a
n
iza

tio
n
. It w

a
s a

 ca
re

e
r 

w
h
ich

 a
ffo

rd
e
d
 h

e
r d

ig
n
ity, co

m
fo

rt, a
n
d
 th

e
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity to

 h
o
n
e
 th

e
 re

se
a
rch

 a
n
d
 

w
ritin

g
 skills w

h
ich

 la
te

r w
o
u
ld

 e
le

va
te

 h
e
r m

o
st im

p
o
rta

n
t w

o
rk to

 th
e
 le

ve
l o

f im
-

m
o
rta

lity. 

S
o

m
e

 p
e

o
p

le
 re

g
a

rd
 th

e
ir a

p
p

ro
a

ch
in

g
 re

tire
m

e
n

t w
ith

 fe
a

r a
n

d
 tre

p
id

a
tio

n
. 

T
h
e
y d

o
n
't kn

o
w

 h
o
w

 th
e
y w

ill m
a
n
a
g
e
 to

 a
d
ju

st to
 a

 life
 w

ith
o
u
t w

o
rk a

t its co
re

. 

S
ylvia

 d
id

 n
o

t h
a

ve
 su

ch
 re

se
rva

tio
n

s. S
h

e
 fe

lt th
a

t sh
e

 h
a

d
 w

o
rke

d
 lo

n
g

, lo
ya

lly 

a
n
d
 h

a
rd

, a
n
d
 th

a
t sh

e
 w

a
s e

n
title

d
 to

 a
 lo

n
g
 p

e
rio

d
 o

f p
e
a
ce

 a
n
d
 q

u
ie

t co
n
te

m
-

p
la

tio
n
. B

e
sid

e
s, sh

e
 h

a
d
 o

th
e
r p

a
ssio

n
s to

 p
re

o
ccu

p
y h

e
r in

 re
tire

m
e
n
t, a

n
d
 I 

w
o
u
ld

 like
 to

 sp
e
a
k fo

r a
 fe

w
 m

in
u
te

s a
b
o
u
t th

e
 ve

ry p
a
ssio

n
a
te

 n
a
tu

re
 o

f th
is 

w
o
m

a
n
. 

F
irst a

n
d
 fo

re
m

o
st, S

ylvia
 h

a
d
 a

 p
a
ssio

n
 fo

r h
e
r fa

m
ily. 

S
h
e
 lo

ve
d
 h

e
r fa

m
ily ve

ry, ve
ry m

u
ch

. S
h
e
 sp

o
ke

 o
f th

e
m

 fre
q
u
e
n
tly, a

n
d
 

a
lw

a
ys w

ith
 th

e
 m

o
st lo

vin
g
 co

n
ce

rn
 fo

r th
e
ir h

a
p
p
in

e
ss a

n
d
 w

e
ll -b

e
in

g
. S

h
e
 u

se
d
 

to
 jo

ke
, w

ith
 th

a
t d

e
licio

u
s w

it w
e

 a
ll kn

e
w

, th
a

t sh
e

 in
vite

d
 m

e
m

b
e

rs o
f h

e
r fa

m
ily 

to
 visit h

e
r a

t F
ire

 Isla
n

d
 o

n
ly so

 th
a

t sh
e

 co
u

ld
 p

u
t th

e
m

 to
 w

o
rk, sto

ckin
g

 th
e

 

cu
p
b
o
a
rd

 a
n
d
 cle

a
n
in

g
 th

e
 h

o
u
se

. I kn
e
w

 b
e
tte

r, a
n
d
 so

 d
id

 th
e
y. S

h
e
 m

e
n
-

tio
n

e
d

 to
 m

e
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 o

n
ce

 th
a

t th
e

 m
a

in
 re

a
so

n
 sh

e
 u

se
d

 to
 re

n
t a

 su
m

m
e

r 

h
o

u
se

 a
t F

ire
 Isla

n
d

 w
a

s to
 e

n
te

rta
in

 a
n

d
 visit m

o
re

 in
te

n
sive

ly w
ith

 h
e

r fa
m

ily a
n

d
 

clo
se

 frie
n
d
s, in

 a
 w

a
y th

a
t sh

e
 w

a
s u

n
a
b
le

 to
 d

o
 a

t h
e
r a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t in

 M
a
n
h
a
tta

n
. 

i a
m

 p
le

a
se

d
 th

a
t I m

e
t so

m
e

 o
f yo

u
 d

u
rin

g
 th

o
se

 ve
ry h

a
p

p
y d

a
ys in

 

S
ylvia

's life
 a

t F
ire

 Isla
n

d
. A

ll o
f yo

u
 w

e
re

 a
lw

a
ys u

p
p

e
rm

o
st in

 h
e

r m
in

d
. Y

o
u

 

h
a

ve
 m

y m
o

st so
rro

w
fu

l co
n

d
o

le
n

ce
s in

 th
is tim

e
 o

f yo
u

r b
e

re
a

ve
m

e
n

t. 

S
ylvia had a passion for her friends. 

S
h
e
 w

a
s ca

p
a
b
le

 o
f p

ra
isin

g
 h

e
r frie

n
d
s w

h
e
n
 sh

e
 fe

lt th
a
t th

e
y w

e
re

 d
e
-

se
rvin

g
 o

f p
ra

ise
, b

u
t sh

e
 w

a
s e

q
u
a
lly ca

p
a
b
le

 o
f le

ve
lin

g
 th

e
 m

o
st p

e
n
e
tra

tin
g
 

a
n
d
 w

ith
e
rin

g
 criticism

s to
w

a
rd

 th
e
m

 w
h
e
n
 sh

e
 fe

lt it n
e
ce

ssa
ry. B

u
t sh

e
 w

a
s 

n
e

ve
r w

ro
n

g
, a

n
d

 sh
e

 w
a

s n
e

ve
r le

ss th
a

n
 co

m
p

a
ssio

n
a

te
 a

n
d

 ca
rin

g
. 

M
a

n
y o

f u
s kn

e
w

 h
e

r g
e

n
e

ro
u

s sp
irit, w

h
ich

 su
sta

in
e

d
 u

s in
 tim

e
s o

f p
e

r-

sonal crises. 

S
ylvia

, q
u

ite
 re

m
a

rka
b

ly, h
a

d
 frie

n
d

sh
ip

s w
h

ich
 sp

a
n

n
e

d
 a

cro
ss g

e
n

e
ra

-

tio
n

s, a
s w

e
ll a

s co
n

tin
e

n
ts. S

h
e

 d
e

lig
h

te
d

 in
 th

e
 co

m
p

a
n

y o
f h

e
r frie

n
d

s A
n

n
e

, 

B
u
n
n
y, a

n
d
 L

e
n
o
re

, b
u
t sh

e
 a

lso
 a

ttra
cte

d
 m

a
n
y p

e
o
p
le

 w
h
o
 w

e
re

 m
u
ch

 yo
u
n
g
e
r 

than she, and the attraction w
as m

utual. 

I th
in

k th
a
t S

ylvia
 to

u
ch

e
d
 u

s a
ll in

 m
u
ch

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 w

a
y

.  W
e
 w

e
re

 fa
sci-

n
a
te

d
 b

y th
e
 sp

e
e
d
 a

n
d
 b

re
a
d
th

 o
f h

e
r in

te
lle

ct. W
e
 w

e
re

 o
fte

n
 re

n
d
e
re

d
 h

e
lp

le
ss 

w
ith

 la
u
g
h
te

r b
y h

e
r se

n
se

 o
f h

u
m

o
r. A

n
d
 a

lw
a
ys, w

e
 w

e
re

 a
w

e
stru

ck to
 b

e
 in

 th
e
 

p
re

se
n
ce

 o
f a

 w
o
m

a
n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 a

 d
iffe

re
n
ce

 in
 o

u
r co

u
n
try, a

s w
e
ll a

s in
 o

u
r 

lives. 

It is a sign of her concern for her fnends that S
ylvia kept from

 m
any of them

 

the full extent of the physical ills w
hich w

eakened her in recent m
onths. 

I m
u
st m

a
ke

 re
fe

re
n
ce

 to
 th

a
t g

ro
u
p
 o

f h
e
r frie

n
d
s w

h
o
m

 I kn
o
w

 o
n
ly a

s 

h
e

r p
o

ke
r g

ro
u

p
. W

e
 h

a
ve

 n
o

t m
e

t, b
u

t S
ylvia

 sp
o

ke
 a

b
o

u
t yo

u
. a

n
d

 yo
u

 sh
o

u
ld
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know
 that your gatherings gave her m

uch com
fort and pleasure during her last 

years. I w
ould be seriously rem

iss if I did not m
ention S

ylvia's passion for her tw
o 

cats, M
im

i and Irini. S
he lavished them

 w
ith love and affection, w

hich they richly 

returned to her. T
hey w

ere her children, and she gave them
 perfect lives. 

In recent years, as the eldest cat, M
im

i, becam
e increasingly frail w

ith age, 

S
ylvia anticipated w

ith a sense of dread and anxiety the inevitable day w
hen she 

w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 to

 p
a

rt w
ith

 h
e

r fa
ith

fu
l co

m
p

a
n

io
n

. T
h

o
se

 o
f u

s w
h

o
 lo

ve
d

 S
ylvia

, 

though w
e grieve for her today, m

ust be grateful that she w
as spared that terrible 

pain. B
ut I am

 certain that she w
ould have overcom

e and survived that adversity 

as s4 did so m
any others. 

S
ylvia had a passion for the ballet. 

O
uting her final years, w

hen it becam
e physically too strenuous for her to 

attend the ballet as she used to do, she derived great pleasure from
 being able to 

w
atch at hom

e on C
able-T

V
. A

nd perhaps her greatest joy during the last year 

and one-half w
as som

ething quite sim
ple, really: H

er nieces gave S
ylvia her first 

videocassette recorder, w
hich enabled her to w

atch her favorite ballets over and 

o
ve

r to
 h

e
r h

e
a
rt's co

n
te

n
t. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 th

e
re

 w
a
s o

n
ly a

 sh
o
rt tim

e
 re

m
a
in

in
g
 to

 

her, she m
anaged to am

ass an im
pressive collection of ballet tapes, in addition to 

ta
p
e
s o

f th
e
 ice

-ska
tin

g
 fro

m
 th

e
 re

ce
n
t O

lym
p
ic G

a
m

e
s, w

h
ich

 sh
e
 e

n
jo

ye
d
 

trem
endously. P

erhaps she w
as draw

n to these arts because of the great preci-

sion they require, a possible reflection of the w
orkings of her ow

n m
ind. 

S
ylvia w

as passionate about baseball, and particularly about her N
ew

 Y
ork 

M
ets. M

any of us knew
 the basic rule: if the M

ets w
ere on television, w

e w
ere not  

5 

to call her. I inadvertently broke that rule a few
 tim

es, but she forgave m
e. S

he 

devoted the sam
e rapt attention to tennis. 

S
he w

as a voracious reader of books and periodicals. 

T
his w

om
an, w

ho w
ould adm

it only w
ith the greatest reluctance that she 

never had a college education, nevertheless could hold her ow
n in any conversa-

tion, w
ith anyone, on alm

ost any subject. A
nd it there w

as a subject she knew
 

nothing about, she w
as not em

barrassed to ask, and her m
ind w

ould quickly ab-

sorb the essential points. 

If I w
e
re

 to
 sto

p
 a

t th
is p

o
in

t, I kn
o
w

 th
a
t yo

u
 w

o
u
ld

 a
g
re

e
 w

ith
 m

e
 th

a
t 

S
ylvia M

eagher had a successful and fulfilling life by ordinary standards. B
ut, as 

w
e alt know

, there w
as another passion w

hich stirred deep w
ithin S

ylvia and w
hich 

n
e

ve
r w

a
n

e
d

 -- n
o

t e
ve

n
 d

u
rin

g
 h

e
r fin

a
l illn

e
ss (a

n
d

 I ta
lke

d
 w

ith
 h

e
r ju

st la
st 

w
eek). I speak, of course, of her passion for justice and truth, w

hich she invested 

so heavily in her w
ork on the assassination of P

resident John F
. K

ennedy. 

T
his is neither the tim

e nor the place to discuss w
ith you the technical m

er-

its o
f S

ylvia
's ca

u
se

 -- o
u

r ca
u

se
. In

ste
a

d
, m

y p
u

rp
o

se
 is to

 fu
rth

e
r d

e
fin

e
 th

e
 

p
a
ssio

n
, co

m
m

itm
e
n
t a

n
d
 co

n
scie

n
ce

 w
h
ich

 p
e
rm

e
a
te

d
 th

e
 h

e
a
rt a

n
d
 so

u
l o

f 

S
ylvia M

eagher. 

T
here is now

 an atm
osphere of cynicism

 and resignation in m
any corners 

of society. W
e have suffered for m

any years from
 a vacuum

 of inspired, com
m

it-

ted, creative, im
aginative leadership at the very highest levels of governm

ent. A
nd 

in that void w
e have also w

itnessed the sm
ug com

placency of those w
ho continue 

to rape our econom
y and our environm

ent. 

i
P
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It is w
ell, therefore, to rem

em
ber S

ylvia's fife as a candle w
hich illum

inated 

for us som
ething that the K

ennedys them
selves said repeatedly, that an individual 

ca
n

 m
a

ke
 a

 d
iffe

re
n

ce
. W

e
 ca

n
 b

e
 g

re
a

te
r th

a
n

 o
u

rse
lve

s. O
n

ce
 w

e
 h

a
ve

 a
t-

tained the basic necessities of life, it is w
ithin all of us to m

ake the choice w
hether 

to step beyond our m
undane concerns in a w

ay that affects society, and even the 

course of history. 

S
ylvia

 d
id

 n
o

t h
e

sita
te

 in
 m

a
kin

g
 h

e
r ch

o
ice

 to
 co

m
m

it h
e

r e
n

e
rg

ie
s to

 

som
ething larger than herself. 

W
e should bear in m

ind the tem
poral context w

ithin w
hich S

ylvia began her 

tw
enty-five years of study, w

riting, speaking and thinking about this tragic event. 

In
 ttp

 m
id

-1
9

6
0

's, m
e

m
o

rie
s o

f th
e

 Jo
se

p
h

 M
cC

a
rth

y e
ra

 w
e

re
 still ra

w
; th

e
 

w
ounds w

hich w
ere inflicted during that period had not yet fully healed. T

hrough-

out the country, there w
as debate w

hether it w
as legitim

ate or w
hether it w

as dis-

loyal to dissent from
 governm

ent pronouncem
ents and policies. 

A
s the result of an experience in her job, S

ylvia w
as w

ell-prepared to travel 

th
e
 o

fte
n
 lo

n
e
ly ro

a
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

is m
ilie

u
. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 sh

e
 w

a
s a

 tru
e
 p

a
trio

t, sh
e
 

co
u
ld

 n
e
ve

r u
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 w

h
y sh

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 to
 sig

n
 a

 lo
ya

lty o
a
th

 in
 o

rd
e
r to

 

co
n

tin
u

e
 w

o
rkin

g
 fo

r a
n

 in
te

rn
a

tio
n

a
l b

o
d

y d
e

d
ica

te
d

 to
 th

e
 b

e
tte

rm
e

n
t o

f a
ll 

m
ankind, the U

nited N
ations W

orld H
ealth O

rganization. In successfully resisting 

such a requirem
ent, she becam

e acquainted at first hand w
ith forces w

ho w
ere 

p
ro

n
e
 to

 re
so

rt to
 e

m
p
ty rh

e
to

ric, a
n
d
 e

ve
n
 ve

ry m
u
ch

 in
tim

id
a
tio

n
, w

h
e
n
 th

e
y 

could not refute her logic. 

A
t the tim

e tragedy struck on N
ovem

ber 22, 1963, S
ylvia had adm

iration for 

K
ennedy's elegance, grace, w

it and articulation, but she did not idolize the m
an. 

S
he w

as too sophisticated for that. 

S
he detected alm

ost im
m

ediately that the m
assive m

achinery of pow
er had 

begun to close the doors on any thorough, honest inquiry into the event, and that 

this m
achinery w

as also m
oving just as quickly to seal a verdict of guilt against a 

young m
an w

ho w
as helpless to defend him

self. T
his struck a responsive chord 

w
ithin S

ylvia w
hich tater found its expression in the dedication of her hook: 

'T
h

is b
o

o
k is d

e
d

ica
te

d
 to

 th
e

 in
n

o
ce

n
t victim

s o
f a

 so
cie

ty w
h

ich
 

often inflicts indignity, im
prisonm

ent, and even death on the obscure 
and helpless." 

H
er first m

ajor w
ork on this case w

as the creation of her S
ubject Index. 

N
o

w
, ju

st th
in

k a
b

o
u

t th
is: In

 N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1
9

6
4

, tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s a
fte

r th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 

C
om

m
ission disbanded, the governm

ent published 26 volum
es of hearings and 

exhibits w
hich purportedly substantiated the C

om
m

ission's R
eport. T

o be pre-

cise
, th

e
re

 w
e

re
 1

5
 vo

lu
m

e
s o

f te
stim

o
n

y, a
n

d
 1

1
 vo

lu
m

e
s o

f e
xh

ib
its. S

ylvia
 

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly o
b

ta
in

e
d

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e

 re
la

tive
ly fe

w
 se

ts th
a

t w
e

re
 p

rin
te

d
 a

n
d

 w
a

s 

shocked by w
hat she found. T

hese m
aterials w

ere disheveled and disorganized. 

T
here w

as no com
prehensive index of these volum

es. T
here w

as no w
ay for a 

serious researcher to correlate the m
aterial contained in the volum

es w
ith the text 

of the R
eport itself. 

A
nd during that period of tim

e before w
e ever heard of personal com

puters 

or w
ordprocessors capable of autom

ating this type of w
ork, S

ylvia took it upon 

herself to single-handedly index these volum
es, arm

ed w
ith nothing m

ore than 

pen, pencil and an assortm
ent of paper. R

em
em

ber, too, that during this period 

she w
as w

orking full-tim
e at the U

nited N
ations. S

he w
ould rush hom

e and toil 

long into the night, night-after-night, for a full year to produce this little volum
e, 

w
hich w

as published in M
arch 1966. 

7
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T
hanks to S

ylvia, w
e have this indispensable research tool. Y

ou cannot 	
T

hose w
ere heady days for S

ylvia. M
ost of us recall the rising expectations 

f r 

study this case unless you begin w
ith the R

eport and its accom
panying volum

es, 

and you cannot deal w
ith that m

aterial w
ithout S

ylvia's index. It is that sim
ple. 

T
he sam

e chord w
hich resounded w

ithin S
ylvia w

as also heard by others. 

A
 unique, inform

al netw
ork of concerned citizens began to form

, and as S
ylvia 

discovered that there w
ere others w

ho shared her concerns, her telephone fine 

and her apartm
ent gradually becam

e the hub of this netw
ork. 

I think of the m
ovie, C

lose E
ncounters of the T

hird K
ind, for w

hich S
ylvia 

cared very little despite her serious consideration of extraterrestrial phenom
ena. 

B
ut you m

ay recall that several characters in the m
ovie w

ere inexplicably draw
n to 

the sam
e desert location in the S

outhw
est at the sam

e tim
e, because they som

e-

h
o

w
 kn

e
w

 th
a

t so
m

e
th

in
g

 ve
ry im

p
o

rta
n

t h
a

d
 h

a
p

p
e

n
e

d
 in

 th
e

 w
o

rld
, a

n
d

 th
a

t 

som
ething even m

ore im
portant w

as soon to change their lives_ S
o too, these 

early critics cam
e to know

 and seek com
fort w

ith one another as they exchanged 

their inform
ation. T

hey w
ould never becom

e a "m
ovem

ent" in the sense of the 

civil rights or antiw
ar m

ovem
ents of the S

ixties, and m
any of the original partici-

pants in this netw
ork have long ago left its ranks, but it survives (although w

ithout 

S
ylvia, it rem

ains to be seen for how
 long). 

A
s her index grew

 throughout 1965, so did S
ylvia's know

ledge and exper-

tise in this case. T
here w

as a tim
e w

hen she could cite to you volum
e and page 

num
ber w

ithout cracking open the book. 

S
he also began to show

 her cogent and incisive style of w
riting w

ith articles 

o
n

 th
e

 ca
se

 w
h

ich
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 in
 su

ch
 p

u
b

lica
tio

n
s a

s T
h

e
 M

in
o

rity o
f O

n
e

, T
h

e
 

T
exas O

bserver, E
squire, and others.  

of the S
ixties. In our ow

n w
ay, m

any of us w
ere convinced that w

e could change 

the w
orld. 

S
he pursued her goal of bringing about a reopening of the case w

ithout 

fear, although this w
as the era of J. E

dgar H
oover's tyrannical rule over the F

B
I, 

and the egregious m
isuse of its pow

ers w
hich has been fully docum

ented during 

recent years. S
he never cared to know

 if her phone w
as tapped; they could listen 

in if they w
anted to. S

he w
asn't interested in seeing w

hatever files the governm
ent 

m
ay have kept on her. 

S
tudents of the assassination knew

 that they could trust S
ylvia im

plicitly 

w
ith their confidences. O

n the other hand, she unselfishly shared her findings 

and her research, and she w
as unstinting w

ith the help that she gave to other re-

searchers. I know
 that S

ylvia w
ould w

ish m
e to be discreet in discussing this w

ith 

you, so I w
ill not m

ention the nam
es, but there are som

e authors of books w
hich 

cam
e to early prom

inence in this case w
ho ow

e to S
ylvia a great intellectual debt 

for her research and her counsel, debts w
hich have never been fully or rightfully 

acknow
ledged. W

hile som
e adopted her w

ork product as their ow
n, how

ever, 

they could never duplicate her fire or her cogency, her ability to crystallize the es-

sentials of an argum
ent or an issue, and then to illum

inate it through the evidence_ 

In tim
e, she issued her ow

n m
asterw

ork: A
ccessories A

fter the F
act. 

T
he book has been universally acknow

ledged -- then as now
 —

 to be the 

m
ost scrupulously accurate, the best w

ritten, and the m
ost definitive treatise on 

the w
ork of the W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

T
he technique of the book w

as deceptively sim
ple. S

he looked at w
hat the 

W
arren R

eport said. T
hen she exam

ined the evidence. B
y com

paring the tw
o, 
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she com
piled a catalog of m

isrepresentations or one-sided interpretations of evi-

dence, inaccuracies, discrepancies, contradictions, obfuscations, om
issions and 

deliberate distortions. 

H
ere is how

 she explained to her readers w
hat she had done: 

T
his book exam

ines the correlation, or lack of correlation, betw
een 

th
e
 R

e
p
o
rt o

n
 th

e
 o

n
e
 h

a
n
d
 a

n
d
 th

e
 H

e
a
rin

g
s a

n
d
 E

xh
ib

its o
n
 th

e
 

other. T
he first pronounces O

sw
ald guilty; the second, instead of cor-

roborating the verdict reached by the W
arren C

om
m

ission, creates a 
reasonable doubt of O

sw
ald's guilt and even a pow

erful presum
ption 

of his com
plete innocence of all the crim

es of w
hich he w

as accused. 

In
 h

e
r b

o
o

k, A
cce

sso
rie

s, S
ylvia

 co
rre

ctly n
o

te
d

 th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 risin
g

 

chorus of public opinion in late 1966 and 1967 w
hich called for a new

 investigation 

cithe assassination. S
he took pride in having helped to bring about this new

 cli-

m
ate. S

he did not foresee that it w
as about to be poisoned, neither did she an-

ticipate the sorrow
 and aggravation w

hich w
as about to befall her because she 

w
as faithful to her principles and her conscience. 

T
he D

istrict A
ttorney of N

ew
 O

rleans had announced his intention to pros-

ecute a defendant on charges of conspiring to kill P
resident K

ennedy. Like a flock 

of birds, m
any of S

ylvia's associates landed in N
ew

 O
rleans and im

m
ediately of-

fered their consulting services to the D
istrict A

ttorney's office, as w
ell as to any 

m
em

ber of the press corps w
ho w

ould lend a w
illing ear. In their high expecta-

tions, their faith w
as blind. 

T
hrough all of this, S

ylvia stood back, casting her cool, skeptical eyes on 

the situation. S
he w

ent back to the evidence, exam
ined the underlying basis of 

G
arrison's case, and here is w

hat she w
rote in June 1967 as an afterw

ord to her 

book: 

B
ut as the G

arrison investigation continued to unfold, it gave cause 
for increasingly serious m

isgivings about the validity of his evidence. 
the credibility of his w

itnesses, and the scrupulousness of his m
ethods. 

T
he fact that m

any critics of the W
arren R

eport have rem
ained pas-

sionate advocates of the G
arrison investigation, even condoning tac-

tics w
hich they m

ight not condone on the part of others, is a m
atter for 

regret and disappointm
ent. N

othing less than strict factual accuracy 
and absolute m

oral integrity m
ust be deem

ed perm
issible, if justice is. 

indeed, to be served. 

S
ylvia

 p
u
b
licly d

isa
sso

cia
te

d
 h

e
rse

lf a
n
d
 her 

w
o

rk fro
m

 th
e

 G
a

rriso
n

 

sideshow
. A

nd m
any of her closest colleagues abandoned her, and they never 

forgave her. 

B
ut S

ylvia never w
aivered from

 her conviction that she had been true to 

herself and her w
ork, and that her decision w

as correct. 

In tim
e, and w

ith som
e difficulty. S

ylvia ultim
ately recognized the unfortu-

nate fact that she and her colleagues in the early days of the case had opened a 

P
andora's box. In the face of official intransigence and the new

s m
edia's unpar-

donable default, som
e people becam

e infected by the infuriating am
biguities and 

uncertainties of this case to the point that it disturbed their natural balance and 

enveloped them
 com

pletely. S
he saw

 others succum
b to the tem

ptation to invent 

solutions or -- as w
e saw

 in the G
arrison affair -- to latch onto the seductive solu-

tions advanced by others, though they lacked the hard evidence to support their 

often convoluted theories. M
oreover, som

e activists seem
ed m

otivated m
ore by 

their political leanings, or by the pursuit of fam
e and fortune, or perhaps a little of 

both, than by pursuit of the truth. 

F
or these reasons, am

ong others, S
ylvia continued to refrain from

 publicly 

associating herself w
ith any particular interest group, or from

 endorsing any par-

ticular theory. S
he preferred to trust h

e
r ow

n im
peccable instincts, and to safe-

guard the integrity of her ow
n w

ork on the case. 

1 
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T
h
is p

o
stu

re
 e

n
d
e
a
re

d
 h

e
r o

n
ly to

 th
o
se

 w
h
o
 p

ro
p
e
rly g

ra
sp

e
d
 th

e
 

essence of her w
ork. It alienated those w

ho w
ere eager to capitalize on her nam

e 

and reputation to suit their ow
n ends. 

S
ylvia did not style herself as an investigator; she doubted very seriously 

th
a
t a

 p
riva

te
 citize

n
 co

u
ld

 tru
ly in

ve
stig

a
te

 th
is ca

se
. W

h
a
t kin

d
 o

f p
re

ce
d
e
n
t 

w
ould that create? S

hould private citizens have to do the w
ork of the governm

ent 

or the new
s m

edia? N
either w

as she interested in pursuing theories, just the facts. 

N
ot that she didn't have strong suspicions. W

e discussed this m
atter over 

the years and arrived at w
hat w

e felt w
as a close approxim

ation of the truth. B
ut I 

w
illinot betray her trust and confidence, because she felt that if one w

ere to speak 

o
r tvrite

 p
u

b
licly o

n
 a

n
 issu

e
 o

f su
ch

 im
p

o
rta

n
ce

, o
n

e
 m

u
st b

e
 a

rm
e

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 

facts. Innuendo and insinuation w
ere not her style. 

In S
ylvia's view

, it w
as the proper role of the critics to ask questions; it w

as 

for the governm
ent to answ

er them
. 

S
ylvia referred to herself either as a critic of the W

arren C
om

m
ission or as 

a student of the assassination. S
he struggled throughout the course of her w

ork 

on the case to resist having other labels pinned on her. 

D
on't tell us that w

e have som
e kind of psychological need or inclination 

tow
ard grandiose conspiratorial explanations for this tragedy. 

P
lease, don't call us conspiracy theorists; don't m

ake us out to be oddballs. 

Just answ
er the questions w

hich Sylvia posed In her book! 

M
y friends, I say to you that the challenges w

hich S
ylvia M

eagher posed to 

th
e
 G

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
le

s h
a
ve

 g
o
n
e
 u

n
a
n

sw
e
re

d
. H

e
r d

e
tra

cto
rs 

1
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could never attack her w
ork. B

ut just try to count the num
ber of hoops that they 

have had to jum
p through in their ,efforts to explain, excuse or exonerate the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission. 

S
ylvia never retreated from

 her principles, but she did reduce her public 

activities. N
otw

ithstanding that som
e of her form

er colleagues w
ere unable to let 

their lives go on, S
ylvia w

as content that she had done her part, and although 

som
e of us w

ho knew
 her urged her to continue to speak and w

rite, it cannot be 

denied that she did m
ore than an individual could reasonably be expected to do. 

P
rofessor G

. R
obert B

lakey, C
hief C

ounsel to the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee 

on A
ssassinations, invited her to participate in a colloquium

 of critics early in that 

body's investigation. S
he did so only w

ith the greatest personal reservations. 

W
hen the com

m
ittee issued its findings, she w

as privately very critical of its 

w
ork, including its om

ission of a com
prehensive index. S

he Im
m

ediately follow
ed 

her natural inclination to begin indexing the H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee's volum

es, 

but this tim
e she w

as not alone. W
ith the help of a group of C

anadian students 

and their professor, she produced her M
aster Index to the JF

K
 A

ssassination 

Investigations. W
ith that final accom

plishm
ent, S

ylvia found herself lacking the 

energy or m
otivation to duplicate the feat she had perform

ed w
ith A

ccessories 

A
fter T

he F
act. 

S
he continued to receive m

any invitations to appear on radio and televi-

sion. M
ost of these w

ere graciously declined. S
he kept receiving letters and tele-

phone calls from
 students, journalists, docum

entary-m
akers, and budding w

riters. 

S
he encouraged the curious to pursue their researches, because she con-

ceived the possibility that there w
ould one day be a break in the case, but she 

w
as largely resigned to the notion that it w

ould be for history to m
ake the final 
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ju
d
g
m

e
n
t. S

h
e
 w

a
s co

n
fid

e
n
t th

a
t h

isto
ry w

o
u
ld

 co
n
firm

 h
e
r b

e
lie

f th
a
t O

sw
a
ld

 

w
a

s in
n

o
ce

n
t o

f a
ll th

e
 crim

e
s o

f w
h

ich
 h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
ccu

se
d

. S
h

e
 w

a
s e

q
u

a
lly 

co
n

fid
e

n
t th

a
t h

e
r w

o
rk w

o
u

ld
 su

rvive
 in

ta
ct. 

W
e

 w
e

re
 b

o
th

 a
sto

n
ish

e
d

 a
t th

e
 o

u
tp

o
u

rin
g

 o
f a

rticle
s a

n
d

 b
ro

a
d

ca
sts a

n
d

 

p
u
b
lic se

n
tim

e
n
t w

h
ich

 m
a
rke

d
 th

e
 2

5
th

 a
n
n
ive

rsa
ry. S

ylvia
 w

a
s p

a
rticu

la
rly im

-

p
re

sse
d
 b

y th
e
 C

h
ip

 S
e
lb

y d
o
cu

m
e
n
ta

ry, w
ith

 its cle
a
r, fa

ctu
a
l, m

e
th

o
d
ica

l d
e
m

o
-

litio
n

 o
f th

e
 sin

g
le

-b
u

lle
t-th

e
o

ry w
h

ich
 is a

t th
e

 h
e

a
rt o

f th
e

 lo
n

e
 a

ssa
ssin

 th
e

sis. 

S
h
e
 la

m
e
n
te

d
 th

a
t a

 w
o
rk su

ch
 a

s th
is co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 se

e
n
 b

y th
e
 p

u
b
lic 

tw
e
n
ty ye

a
rs a

g
o
, b

u
t sh

e
 h

o
p
e
d
 th

a
t S

e
lb

y's film
 w

o
u
ld

 re
ce

ive
 a

 w
id

e
 a

u
d
ie

n
ce

. 

I 	
S

h
e
 le

ft n
o
 u

n
fin

ish
e
d
 m

a
n
u
scrip

ts, n
o
 u

n
fu

lfille
d
 a

m
b
itio

n
. H

e
r life

 w
a
s 

co
'n

p
le

te
, h

e
r m

issio
n

 fu
lfille

d
. S

h
e

 h
a

d
 m

a
d

e
 h

e
r ca

se
. 

H
e
r w

o
rk h

a
s n

o
t b

e
e
n
 re

fu
te

d
. H

e
r w

o
rk h

a
s sto

o
d
 th

e
 te

st o
f tim

e
. It w

ill 

b
e
 so

u
g
h
t a

fte
r a

n
d
 re

co
g
n
ize

d
 fo

r d
e
ca

d
e
s to

 co
m

e
. It w

ill b
e
 stu

d
ie

d
 b

y fu
tu

re
 

h
isto

ria
n
s, n

o
t o

n
ly fo

r its tre
m

e
n
d
o
u
s in

fo
rm

a
tive

 va
lu

e
, b

u
t a

s a
 sym

p
to

m
 o

f th
e
 

lo
ss o

f vita
lity —

 n
o
t in

 o
u
r d

e
m

o
cra

tic id
e
a
ls, b

u
t in

 th
e
 in

stitu
tio

n
s w

h
ich

 sh
o
u
ld

 

n
o
u
rish

 a
n
d
 fo

ste
r th

e
m

. N
o
 stu

d
e
n
t o

r jo
u
rn

a
list o

r fu
tu

re
 h

isto
ria

n
 w

ill b
e
 a

b
le

 to
 

p
ro

p
e

rly stu
d

y th
is ca

se
 u

n
le

ss th
e

y b
e

g
in

 a
t th

e
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

, w
ith

 th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 

R
e
p
o
rt a

n
d
 its a

cco
m

p
a
n
yin

g
 vo

lu
m

e
s. A

n
d
 n

o
 o

n
e
 ca

n
 d

o
 th

a
t w

ith
o
u
t h

a
vin

g
 

o
n
 th

e
ir d

e
sk S

ylvia
's in

d
ice

s a
n
d
 h

e
r b

o
o
k to

 h
e
lp

 th
e
m

 co
p
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 d

a
u
n
tin

g
 

ta
sk o

f n
a
vig

a
tin

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 va

st a
rra

y o
f lite

ra
tu

re
 w

h
ich

 h
a
s b

e
e
n
 p

u
b
lish

e
d
 o

n
 

th
e
 ca

se
. S

ylvia
's le

g
a
cy w

ill se
rve

 a
s a

 b
e
a
co

n
 to

 th
o
se

 o
f u

s w
h
o
 w

ill co
n
tin

u
e
 to

 

fo
llo

w
 h

e
r le

a
d
. 

N
o
w

, h
o
w

e
ve

r, w
e
 m

u
st p

a
rt co

m
p
a
n
y w

ith
 th

is w
o
m

a
n
 o

f co
n
scie

n
ce

, th
is 

w
o

m
a

n
 o

f p
a

ssio
n

. 

H
e
r b

o
o
k co

n
ta

in
s h

e
r o

w
n
 e

p
ita

p
h
: 

T
h
e
 co

u
n
try o

w
e
s p

ro
fo

u
n
d
 g

ra
titu

d
e
 to

 th
e
 critics a

n
d
 re

se
a
rch

e
rs 

w
h

o
se

 w
o

rk, p
u

b
lish

e
d

 o
r u

n
p

u
b

lish
e

d
, h

a
s h

e
lp

e
d

 to
 d

e
stro

y th
e

 m
yth

 
o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt. B

e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

e
ir co

u
ra

g
e
, in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 a
n
d
 in

-
te

g
rity, 'it is th

e
 m

a
je

stic W
a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 itse

lf th
a
t is o

n
 th

e
 d

o
ck 

to
d
a
y, ra

th
e
r th

a
n
 th

e
 lo

n
e
ly O

sw
a
ld

," a
s A

n
th

o
n
y H

o
w

a
rd

 w
ro

te
 in

 th
e
 

L
o

n
d

o
n

 O
b

se
rve

r o
n

 A
u

g
u

st 7
, 1

9
6

6
. T

h
e

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 m
u

st re
ce

ive
 

ju
stice

 -- th
a
t ju

stice
 w

h
ich

 w
a
s d

e
n
ie

d
 to

 O
sw

a
ld

 in
 d

e
a
th

 a
s in

 life
 --

but nothing less than justice. 

T
h

e
 co

u
n

try d
o

e
s o

w
e

 S
ylvia

 p
ro

fo
u

n
d

 g
ra

titu
d

e
. B

u
t I h

o
p

e
 yo

u
 w

ill fo
rg

ive
 

m
e
 a

 se
lfish

, se
lf-in

d
u
lg

e
n
t, p

e
rso

n
a
l n

o
te

: i ca
n
n
o
t ye

t cle
a
rly co

m
p
re

h
e
n
d
 h

e
r 

p
la

ce
 in

 h
isto

ry. I o
n

ly kn
o

w
, a

s I to
ld

 yo
u

, th
a

t I h
a

ve
 lo

st m
y ve

ry b
e

st frie
n

d
. 

S
h
e
 w

a
s th

e
 b

rig
h
te

st p
e
rso

n
 I h

a
ve

 e
ve

r kn
o
w

n
. S

h
e
 sa

w
 m

e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 d

a
rk-

e
st o

f tim
e
s, a

s w
e
t a

s b
e
tte

r tim
e
s. S

h
e
 n

e
ve

r d
e
m

a
n
d
e
d
 a

n
yth

in
g
 fro

m
 h

e
r 

frie
n
d
s b

u
t th

a
t w

e
 re

co
g
n
ize

 th
e
 b

e
st w

ith
in

 o
u
rse

lve
s. S

h
e
 h

a
d
 a

 g
re

a
te

r fa
ith

 in
 

m
e
 th

a
n
 I h

a
d
 in

 m
yse

lf. I lo
ve

d
 h

e
r. 

N
o
w

 sh
e
 is a

t p
e
a
ce

 w
ith

 G
o
d
, a

n
d
 I a

m
 ce

rta
in

 th
a
t I kn

o
w

 w
h
a
t h

e
r first 

q
u

e
stio

n
 w

a
s. I ca

n
't sta

n
d

 n
o

t kn
o

w
in

g
 th

e
 a

n
sw

e
r. B

u
t n

o
w

 th
a

t S
ylvia

 fin
a

lly 

kn
o

w
s, I h

o
p

e
 th

a
t sh

e
 h

a
s b

e
e

n
 re

u
n

ite
d

 w
ith

 h
e

r b
e

lo
ve

d
 frie

n
d

, E
la

in
e

. A
n

d
 

so
m

e
d
a
y it is m

y fa
ith

 a
n
d
 m

y p
ra

ye
r th

a
t w

e
 w

ill m
e
e
t a

g
a
in

 a
t th

a
t la

st co
n
cla

ve
 

o
f th

e
 critics, so

 th
a
t w

e
 m

a
y co

n
g
ra

tu
la

te
 S

ylvia
 a

n
d
 o

u
rse

lve
s o

n
 a

 jo
b
 w

e
ll 

d
o

n
e

. R
est w

ell, S
ylvia. 
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