
B
ook's M

essage P
ainful for V

ietnam
 V

ets 
T

H
E

 A
M

IC
C

IA
T

E
D

 P
R

E
E

C
3 

L
ik

e a trip
w

ire, R
o
b
ert M

cN
am

ara's 
belated adm

ission that U
.S

. persistence 
in

 V
ietn

am
 w

as "terrib
ly

 w
ro

n
g

" h
as 

o
p

en
ed

 o
ld

 w
o

u
n

d
s am

o
n

g
 th

o
se w

h
o

 
b
attled

 in
 th

e ju
n
g
les, rice p

ad
d
ies an

d
 

tall grass of A
m

erica's longest w
ar. 

"A
 lo

t o
f p

eo
p
le w

ere w
ro

n
g
 ab

o
u
t 

V
ietn

am
. B

u
t h

e k
n

ew
 th

e tru
th

 an
d

 
co

n
cealed

 it," said
 retired

 C
o

l. H
arry

 
S

um
m

ers, editor of V
ietnam

 m
agazine 

an
d
 a fo

rm
er b

attalio
n
 o

p
eratio

n
s o

ffi-
cer in

 th
e A

rm
y
's F

irst In
fan

try
 D

iv
i-

sion. "H
e betrayed the m

en and w
om

en 
serv

in
g

 u
n

d
er h

im
," S

u
m

m
ers said

. 
"H

e betrayed the A
m

erican people." 
M

cN
am

ara, th
e secretary

 o
f d

efen
se 

u
n
d
er P

resid
en

ts Jo
h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 

L
y
n
d
o
n
 B

. Jo
h
n
so

n
, w

as th
e arch

itect 
of A

rnei ribk'sbtlildup in V
ietnrim

 from
 a 

sm
all fo

rce tp
 a p

eak
 o

f h
alf a m

illio
n
. 

T
o
 m

an
y
, th

e 1
1
-y

ear co
n
flict w

as 
"M

cN
am

ara's W
ar." 

B
u

t in
 h

is n
ew

 b
o

o
k

 "In
 R

etro
sp

ect: 
T

he T
ragedy and L

essons of V
ietnam

," 
an

d
 in

 a tearfu
l T

V
 ap

p
earan

ce last 
w

eek
, M

cN
am

ara said
 th

e p
o

licy
 h

e 
helped form

ulate w
as "terribly w

rong." 
M

cN
am

ara said
 h

e co
n
clu

d
ed

 th
e 

w
ar w

as u
n

w
in

n
ab

le in
 th

e m
id

-'6
0

s, 
yet he did not speak out and continued 
to

 d
isp

atch
 tro

o
p

s in
to

 co
m

b
at, in

 p
art 

b
ecau

se h
e feared

 th
at th

e ap
p
earan

ce 
of w

eakness by the U
nited S

tates could 
have em

boldened the S
oviet U

nion and 
created the risk of w

ar. 
F

o
r m

a
n
y
 w

h
o
 lo

st frie
n
d
s, lo

st 
lim

b
s, lo

st th
eir ey

esig
h

t o
r lo

st th
eir 

in
n

o
cen

ce w
h

ile A
m

erica w
as b

ein
g

 
to

rn
 a

p
a
rt, M

c
N

a
m

a
ra

's m
en

 eu
lp

a
 

rings hollow
 and late. 

"Y
o

u
're d

ain
n

 rig
h

t I'm
 an

g
ry

," said
  

Jo
h
n
 S

ales, 5
4
, a fo

rm
er m

arin
e w

h
o
 

w
as b

lin
d

ed
 in

 1
9

6
1

 an
d

 fo
u

n
d

ed
 th

e 
B

lin
d
ed

 A
m

erican
 V

eteran
s F

o
u
n
d
a-

tion. "It's a slap in the face to everyone 
w

ho has w
orn the uniform

." S
ales said. 

"N
o one deserves an explanation for 

w
h

at w
en

t o
n

 m
o

re th
an

 actu
al v

eter-
an

s an
d
 fam

ily
 m

em
b
ers o

f th
o
se w

h
o
 

fought," said Jan S
cruggs, a form

er in-
fan

try
m

an
 an

d
 p

resid
en

t o
f th

e V
iet- 

nam
 V

eterans M
em

orial F
und. 	

4., 
"M

o
st o

f u
s are g

lad
 h

e w
ro

te th
e 

book. [B
ut) w

hat it show
s is a failure of 

courage on his part," said S
cruggs. 

"A
 lo

t o
f m

y
 frie

n
d
s w

e
re

 k
ille

d
 

there. A
 lot of them

 w
erew

ounded, and 
m

any of them
 ate still in w

heelchairs. If 
it w

as really
 u

n
n
ecessary

, an
d
 if w

e 
co

u
ld

 an
d

 sh
o

u
ld

 h
av

e g
o

tten
 o

u
t o

f 
th

ere," S
cru

g
g
s said

, p
au

sin
g
 to

 fin
d
 

the right w
ords, "it's just kind of tough  

finding out about it now
." 

It ran
k
les so

m
e th

at M
cN

am
ara 

stan
d
s to

 p
ro

fit fro
m

 ro
y
alties o

n
 th

e 
book, w

hich is out just w
eeks from

 the 
20th anniversary of the fall of S

aigon to 
the com

m
unists. S

om
e feel the m

oney 
should be used for scholarships for chil-
d

ren
 o

f d
ead

 G
Is o

r to
 h

elp
 v

eteratis 
d
eal w

ith
 th

e w
ar's p

h
y
sical an

d
 em

o
-

tional scars. 
Interview

ed T
hursday night on A

B
C

-
T

V
's "N

ightline," M
cN

am
ara said fear 

th
at a m

isstep
 co

u
ld

 b
rin

g
 o

n
 W

o
rld

 
W

ar III h
ad

 cau
sed

 h
im

 to
 b

e silen
t 

ev
en

 w
h
en

 h
e co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at th

e w
ar 

w
as unw

innable. 
M

cN
am

ara offered no direct reply to 
critics w

ho said he had a m
oral obliga-

tion to state his m
isgivings after he left 

office in 1969. "T
his book is not a book 

of redem
ption," he said. 


