
August 19, 1970 

Mr. Georg cMlllan 
Coffin Po t 
Frogmore, South Carolina 29920 

Dear Mr. McMillan: 

I have received your letter of August 14, 1970, requesting Information for a book you are writing about James Earl Ray, convicted assasen of Dr. Martin Luther King. 
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While, 36 yvi.cliofed in your lettcr, Ray has heady exhausted ail of the appeal rbile.dies available to Min under stare. Jaw, process for violation of Federal civil rights laws Is still outstanding against Itiy. In view of this and since the release of information in such matters is a determination within the province of the Department of Justice,, Iam referring your request to Mr. Jerris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, United States Department of Justice. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Move 

1 - Mr. Jerris Leonard, AAG, Civil Rights 
1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached) 

. 1 - Mr. Bithop - (detached) 
1 - Mr. Rosen (detached) 
1 - M. A. Jones (detached) \ki 
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I am Writing a biography of James Earl Ray for Little, Brown and Company--the shape and approach of my book are known to Mr. Tom Bishop, your. assistant. 
	

1/ 
■ I write you to ask whether the time has not perhaps arrived when you can release more information about Ray? He 

seems to be about through with his procedureS for appeal, The last one may be his post- 	

(-) 
conviction hearing which is to be held in Memphis on September 2, 1970. 

If this appeal is turned down, would it be appropriate for vie to submit a 	 fl list of questions to you which I need 
answered to prepare a useful biography of 	

1 Ray? 
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(1- ' Dear Mr. Hoovers 

3M) rely,  

./1/1 &44. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 	 • 
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