
3/14/72 

hr. George hcaillan 
12 Billiard 6t, 
Cambridge, Masa. 02138 

Dear George, 

If 6:30 a.m, is an unusual hour for a phone call, it doesn't trouble me. It was long 
after my day's work started when you placed your call. But what perplexes me is that a man 
of your apparent means, with that "happy contract" and other and I would assume more attract-
ive assets, would call me reverse.Adda perhaps if the voice I heard say "no" when the opera,- 
for said I would accept the call but not the ohergee was either drunk or sleepy there may 
be a clue. 

coincidence, Jerry phoned me last night. During the course of the conversation he 
told me that you ham bragged to him about how great a boxer you are, going back to the 
i&arines, and how you intend to practise up a bit on me. Friend of the pant, I am aging, 
him a bad back, bursitis in both :shoulders, recently almost chop)ed a thumb off and suffer 
the expectable consequences of an overly-sedentary life, but I au unconcerned about such a 
threat, whether seriously wade or for other purposes. You will find that I as almost always 
home and live in an isolated place, without alarms, floodlights or any protective devices. 
And should you de ire to come here, 	be happy to give you directions. florae as friend or 
enemy, as you consider yourself. 

I did not start any of this, George. es I told you, I never said a natty thing about . 
you or your wife to Jerry. I think it is fair to ask if you can honestly say the same to me. 
As I made clear, I was responding to your initiative, and it was an unwise one. You under-
estimated your quarry and told him what only a zany would believe. 

That is bugging you I do not know, but I can guess. What you hevu gotten yourself into 
is inconsistent with the ean I knew long ago. It is not the kind of thing of which he would 
have been proud. Nor is it a project appropriate for a man who was a friend of •ring's. but 
I am not responsible for that, am I? 

I an no boxer, George. hut I am not a runner, either. I stand and I can be counted at 
any time. If you do not know this from the past, you should know it from my work. 

Jerry also told me that you said if you got another letter from mo you would not accept 
it and then would take dire stops. As you see, I am writing that letter iemediately on your 
calling. You can accept it or not. as you see fit. 

Had my work not put me so deep in debt, I would have accepted your call. 

Believe me or not, I am sorry for the position in which you find eourself. How you 
can hold me responsible for any of it I just can't see. Nor can I begin to underetand what 
you have written and said about me. It is teat to ,elich I reacted. However, should you 
really want to tale to me, by phone or in person, by all means do. 

ainceroly, 

Harold '.icieberg 
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