THE CIA

Dangerous Wrecking Operation

About the surest way to gel your
name in the foreign press these days, or
s0 it seems, is L0 join the CIA.

In the past 15 months, several hun-
dred agents in Stockholm, Athens, Lis-
bon, Madrid, Mexico City, London and
Paris have had their covers blown, most-
ly by leftist papers. Last week the leftist
French daily Libération, founded by
Philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre, disclosed
on two successive days the names of 44
CIA people in the Paris embassy, includ-
ing the home addresses and telephone
numbers of the top officers. In London,
a trendy weekly social and entertain-
ment guide called Time Out named three

versa. But officials say that CIA con-
tacts with businessmen, journalists and
government officials have been dam-
aged by the embarrassment of exposure.
Worse, says one White House official,
the unmasking makes “agents particu-
larly vulnerable to terrorist acts.”” Many
point to the murder of Station Chief
Richard Welch by assassins in Athens
in December just a month after his name
appeared in the Athens News, an Eng-
lish-language daily. As a result, the U.S.
has placed round-the-clock bodyguards
on high-level officials in Greece. In Par-
is, CIA staff have reportedly taken to tot-
ing guns and traveling in unmarked,
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new CIA employees in the U.S. embassy
(in 1975 Time Our printed the names of
62 CIA people with a chart of their em-
bassy offices). At week’s end a new Ital-
ian daily, la Republica, front-paged the
names of seven CIA agents in Rome, Just
two weeks ago, the newsweekly Cam-
bio 16, one of Spain’s leading magazines,
fingered seven CIA agents in the Amer-
ican embassy in Madrid. Washington
fears that CIA operatives in West Ger-
many will be uncovered next. It has
reached the point, a US. diplomat at
the Paris Embassy sarcastically sug-
gests, where the CIA and the US. In-
formation Service swap offices, since
“it’s the CIA that seems to be generat-
ing all the publicity nowadays."”
Embarrassing Exposure. Ameri-
can intelligence officials profess not to
be concerned that the disclosures will
help the Russians since, they suspect,
the KGB already knows who most of
their CIA agents are anyway—and vice
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rented cars. But in most other capitals,
the exposuge created little excitement,
and special security measures were soon
dropped. Nonetheless, said Senator
Frank Church, “I don't think former of-
ficials of the CIA ought to release the
names of current agenis of the CIA. 1
think that is contemptible.” Suggests
Columnist Anthony Lewis, the “whole-
sale publication of agents’ names
[seems] hard to justify—and likely to be
a wrecking operation.”

The agency lists began appearing af-
ter Philip Agee, 40, an ex-CIA spy who
now lives in Cambridge, England, pub-
lished Inside the Company: CIA Diary
last year. The book identified nearly 250
CiA men and women round the world.
Says Agee, who apparently aided the
printing of at least several of the lists:
“The point of all this is to change the
CIA policy of clandestine involvement in
the internal affairs of other countries
[and] to undermine the agency’s work.”
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Another spur behind the stories has
apparently been the Washington mag-
azine Counter-Spy. published quarterly
by the Organizing Committee for a Fifth
Estate, a group of antiwar activists, some
of whom are ex-agents. Since its incep-
tion in 1973, Counter-Spy has named
more than 300 CIA agents. One of its co-
editors, Tim Butz, 28, a bearded Viet
Nam veteran who was a student at Kent
State during the antiwar Kkillings in
1970, helped the Libération reporters
with their exposé. His reason: to “de-
mystify” the CIA and nail down “per-
sonal culpability for war crimes.”

Butz says he would give out the
names of KGB operatives but “we lack
the vehicles for exposing the KGB.” Li-
bération adds another rationale. The
daily is not printing the names of KGB
operatives, said one of its editors, “be-
cause with the Soviet embassy, we as-
sume everybody is a secret agent.”

YOUTH
Special Effects

“There’s nothing like good special
effects to get an A."” Guided by that stan-
dard, Senior Robert Eichen, 17, set to
work on a film about drugs and violence
for his high school Creative Media class
in Alton, Ill. (pop. 39,700), an industri-

_al city about 20 miles northeast of St.

Louis, The film was to be only five min-
utes long, but four characters were to
be stabbed, beaten or crushed to death.
Reasoned Eichen: “People like to see
blood and guts.” He took particular care
setting up a sequence in which two drug
pushers attack a young boy, played by
Junior Ned Nilsson, 16, an honors stu-
dent who was not in the class but want-
ed to help out.

On location in nearby Godfrey, Ei-
chen and his fellow film makers—un-
supervised by a teacher because the film-
ing took place during vacation—taped
a half-inch-thick piece of soft pine to
Nilsson’s chest. Then, as the 8-mm.
camera whirred, a “pusher” knocked
Nilsson to the ground with faked blows
of a club.

Hurry Up. As Nilsson lay on his
back, the other pusher repeatedly
stabbed him. After each knife thrust into
the board, the camera was stopped, and
simulated blood (water and red food
dye) was sprinkled on his chest. But one
thrust split the board. Frightened, the
assailant, played by Senior Dan John-
son, 17, cried out: “Ned, are you all
right?" Nilsson replied: “Yeah, I think
s0. It doesn't feel too good. Let's hurry
up.” When the filming ended, he tried
to get up but fell backward and passed
out, His friends noticed that the sim-
ulated blood was suddenly turning dark-
er. They ripped off his shirt and the pine
board and saw a purplish hole in his
chest. Rushed to St. Joseph’s Hospital
in Alton, Nilsson lay in a coma for nine
days. Last week he died.
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