High Court Hears Post Case

it

was to be argued in the Su-
preme Court, the Bureau of
Prisons disclosed to the court
that it was revising its pedicy
on interviews of federal in-
mates.

The court heard arguments
yesterday ina case brought by

The Washington Post and:one [eurity.”

of its former editors and writ-
ers, Ben_Bagdikian, against
>:oﬂ5w ‘General William B,
Saxbe in an effort to gain ac-
cess to selected prisoners who
bhad “been on a negotiating|’
committee at Lewisburg gm
UEEE.M prisons,

& In a letter to Fo clerk, of

the m:uu.mﬂm Court on Friday,
Solicitor General Robert H.
Bork, who argued the case for
the government yesterday,
said the Bureau of Prisons
had modified its total ban on'
press interviews at federal
prison institutions that can be
ngnoﬁmnﬂn& as EEBE: se-

The - uo#ﬁ. which was also
sent to Swuwwﬁcu Post attor-
ney Joseph A. Califano of Wil-
liams, Connolly & Califanq |
Smun on:- :

“The’ nm&wom ua:&. state-
ment (by the’/ Bureau of
Prisons) will permit press in-

‘change of policy to the naE.n.

+| will allow press interviews” on

regulations as to Emom :Bm
and number. The new rule af-
feets approximately 5800 in-
mates or_slightly less than
one-fourth of the inmate uau:
lation.”

Bork opened his wuw_._BoE..
yesterday emphasizing . this

saying the prisons’ no-inter-
view policy is now limited to
maximum and medium secu-
rity institutions. “All others

the basis of “individual deci
gions by the wardens, Bork

said,

FE» m.anﬁanmn!nu not one
of right to publish, but rather
of the right to access to a
Dnews source,

Califano, arguing the case
for the Post, agreed, but said
that the First Amendment ap-
plies to the right of access E
news sources as !.Er-
right to publish.

Califano told the eourt that
he 'had not been informed of
the shift ﬁq the Bureau of
Prisons on ,the prison inter-
view. ban until Friday, and as
late" as “Monday the solititor
general's~ omﬁn E unaaun
|that policy. -

terviews subject to reasonable |

Bork stressed that the issue:

of Nuz.mc:m wmeau:m ~ nterview w&summ

ter the E.nﬁumun before the
justices that the Bureau of
Prisons has not in. -fact
changed its regulations, but
has only announced an Eﬂ.h.
tion to do so.

He added that originally the
policy change was to affect
only 13 institutions which' did
not come under the definition
of “maximum and medium se-
curity.” He said that on Mon-

the number of angou-
would be 20, affecting 25°per
cent of the prisoners—that is,
17,500 of the 23,000 federal in-
mates , will still be subject to

Califano also amohasized af-

the ban on interviews.

day Bork informed him that -



