2/12/72
Dear Jerry,

Your valuable mailing with West and other things did come this a.me I'11l ley it aside
for reading in between other things, like when I have to rest my thumb, which is progressing
only slowly. Howsver, there are several things I may have addressed inagequately when you
phoned yesterday, and the vist of being criticized for an avuncular attitude, not an wn-
common criticism and coming from those older than you, too, Ipll try, briefly.

I think it was Churchill who once said the farthur back one could see, the farther
ahead he could slso see. One of the few advantanges of age is the experience that can be
drawn upon. While I'm invoking, there is algo Al Smith and "Let's lock at the record".

I recognime that a fair proportion of my letters ars of the kind few peoppe like to
get and most of my friends dislike or disapprove. But the record, especially in th: recent
Lattimer flap, bears out their sometimes usefélness. If you doubt this is not unique,
when you arc here I invite you to inspect the character of the correspondence which led to
my getting what I think is the most scnsationzl and significant smf® stuff any of us has
yét gotten. Ald while it has caused the Archives to slow down on me and %o interfere in
every way possible, it has also yielded much there, mich I think of the greatest significance,
Until my workwioddex is in print, I am not disclosing any of it to thade I have not. You have
seen some, Howard has secn about all and read nlmost all of what L have written on it, Ksk
bus apyreisal. And ask him if I ever got a meaning ful respouse %o a polite letter to my
ultimate sources and vhether, in fact, it was not wntil I got real nasty that we were
ever able to establish any kind of relaiionship, Just this past week I got something the
Archives was holding back on me because I put someone else in a position to tell them to,

It is important, and they had been holding it back, althoush I had seen it, By this neans
~lone I have potten from the Archives that of which no others have had any knowledge and
no others have seen. I have reason to believe that not ewen Lat dimer did,

You Ilnow about all the flowers blooming, Let me turn to the skinning of cats, re lclillan,:

I knew him when we were both younger, and I lmew his first wife, an h#iress who,gave up what
was then a fortune to marry him, He is now married to the much-richerPgiseilla ohnson, and
he, inadvertently, disclosed that he is hung up on being married to women of wedlths You do
not know these peepbe, nor do you know what the have been into. Priscilla did some pretty
nesty things with Harina and in the Oswald ease. George is writing a really bad book, with
contracts in 8 countries before writing began, with shrinks on the payroll and what he
celled a "hapuy eontract" from the lime-Life publishing house, The podential for attention
it bas is at least as great as that for Frank's crap, where all the early indications are
that only the exception and fineneislly ruinous is in the works, Low with an investment of
more than $100,000, that being the advance to him, I think you cen understand what Double-
day will heve to do, That can t be as hurtful as what McM is up to, which 1 ImoweBut I also
kmow that ‘cll is desparate, because he knows he is in trovble., His book is now three years
lat: and his present, earliest forecast for it is after the election. *n strictest confidence,
he is offering Ray fabulous hourly rates for conferences guaranteed not to discuss the
assassination, 'rank ditto., I have these things in my possession, as I also have reguilar

and prompt accounts of lcll's phone calls, You do not know what MeM wrote of me that led to
this letter, lor do you know my objectives in that letter. Are you willing to assume that

I did write it for a purpose, Then let me get to the sldinning of eets. First you decide if
you wgut to sicin a cate They you decide if there is a special cat you want to sidn, bearinng
in wind, if you arv noi merely a sadist, that you have a reason for wanting to aling a cate
Thdg, unless you want just the sifing, whicn doesn't interest nme, what part of the eat you
really wente Jow I lLad a limited amd special purpose in writing licH, and this was not my
first letter, the other biing entirely different in character and this being inspired by what
he smid of that, which came back to me promptly and I am certain accurately. I used part of
it, the part you probably objected to most of all, I quoted it directly, without using
quotes, snd I had a subsidiary purpose, rupturing a relationshop someone has with McM, One
that can be very, very hurtful mid that in his desparation McM will undoubtedly try to misuse.
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ly main purpose I am not now telling you. In time I will, But first of all, I want
you to think about it on your own, beginning with the assuuption that maybe I am not just
muts or ill-tempered. I think, especially for my years an experience, I am mich more
flexible than you, in everything except bone. I hold positions and argue them strongly, as
HR will tell you, but he will also tell you that I yield and chunge, sometimes il
immediately, sometime changing my mind on reflection, e has had many such experience. And
he is ever so much more flexible than you. Recently he began doing his own thinking on &
major topic on w ich he began stringly disagrecing with me, He has, on his owm, now
around alomst 100 to my view. There are cases the other wa¥, especially in POST MURIEM
when I have accepted his views on many changes. Your, as you learn more and find you are’
doing some things both very well and very successfully, are getting a btit big for your
britches, fou have no monopoly. We are all that way at some point in our lives, most often
at the beginning of maturity. Some of us never change. You have also recently let yourself
be taken in by more people than I have commenied on in yesterday's coument on your picce,

Hers let we digress to tell you that I dropioed everything to do it, with the intent
to be helpful, I have not, for exemple, unpacipd from Monday's trip to Wilmington. Iou are
not alone in having (otien a response from CBS, Mine came from a2 kigher leverl, and I
have not answered that, I did not get around to remind Greham that he has not kept his
promise until after I wrote you yesterday., This is something you bave never dome with any
of my drafts when I acked it of you, and I am busier-and more tired than you.

I did this not only as a personcl favor to you but because I feel a responsibility to
my younger frierds. That responsibility begins with not giving them any shit, which, from
« your account of the reactions to your general fine Times poices, is what every one your
serndor did, sond you should be asking yourself why. And there are and have been serious
problems in the eritienl community you should try to understand if you are to be part of
it, try to und rstend its causes and ioots, and then try not to make it worse., There is
nothing you or wnyone else can do to make it better,

Now it obviously is éasier for me to sit down, if I have a view L went to prevail, and,
with however wany carbons necessary, set them forth., I have learned first of all that there
arc those who, if T say day, will say night., Thepe are those who autouaticully oppose al-
most anything I say, and there are others who believe I try to impose my views on others.
In addition, I do not consider myself incapsble or error or wrong judgement, Yherctfore,
especlially with the younger ones, the only ones with whom I now have any real contact, I
agk thay you think for yourselves. This is something you should be doing anyway. For your
own purposes and in getting practise at analyzing things and because jt is the way, if you
are so disposed, you can help me. Yo this or not as you sec fit on #ic illan, because what
ie done ia done., I do not and never did expect any ansver frow hime With the book le has
planned, he'd be crazy ‘o answer, and my earlier correspondence is of a different character.
Couipany just came, Tmmily, and I have to lmow offs I add one things Not one of the senior
critics responde to my request that they think through the problems that can follow any
access to the autopsy stuff by anyonu, especisliy Uyril, Neither Cyril nor Sylvia has cven
asked my rcasons, And only today did Hoch ask theme I think my Eirst alarum was six wonths
ago. I suggest tlis means more than one thing, but once above all, that it is not I who am
unwilling to listen to other views and to argue them, But coping with any possible problem
has been my chore glonee I sug cat that frow what you knuw af and have seen, which ic not
everything, it is possible to deduce that Iuhave done it with more success than a powcrless,
bankrupt has any reason to vxpeet he can, I sugmest that there are a fow of us who had the
means ol converting the 1 ttimer thingz into a big plus for us, and not one was unsclfish
enough te nake 1t possible or to even ask if it ecould be possible, I accomplished nothing
with what you would regard as polite letters. They were pointed or rough, and to date they
have accouplighed the intended purposese I hew to the Leclesiastes philosophy. I sug est it
is good reading for the nevly maturc and maturing, You don { have fo bulieve it, but you
should congider it, This is one of the remsons I writc somC of the letters you do not lilte.
Not let me ask you to look &t the other side. You wrote nice litters to cveryone, What did
any onc get you of any consequence? They made you feel good and inportant, but they stopped
notiing(witness Loonard) and told us nothing of value. Best, HW
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