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ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT ' 	t  

tar, 
' SAC Shanklin of the Dallas Office called me at app 

today relative to an aricle that was scheduled to come out in the 

this morning blHugh'Aznesworth. The article quoted Special Ag 

Office as stating to a Dallas police officer in discussion regardin 

E 

xiThately 3:00 a. m. 
DAltaes Morning News" 
ntli5sty of the Dallas 
Lee Harvey Oswald, 

SUBJECT: 

"We knew he was capable of assassinating the President but we didn't dream he'd do it." 

The story is attributed to •a. source close to the Warren Commission. It mentions a 

memorandum given the Commission by Dallas Police Officer Jesse Curry which 

contains the alleged remarks by Agent Hosty. I told Shanklin to get in touch with 

Editor Krueger of the "Dallas Morning News" and remind him that Shanklin had seen him 

two weeks ago and had put the lie to the same story. I further told Shanklin not to make 

i any comment about the story if it was printed but to let us know at FBI Headquarters of 

the results of his contact. 	i • 	• 
1 	 i• 

SAC Shanklin advised me telephonically at approximately 11:00 a.m. toda: 

that he had contacted Krueger after a number of attempts and that Krueger had clafied 

that the story had already been printed prior to his having a chance to knock it out :4 He 

apologized to Shanklin for not stopping the story, particularly since Shanklin had akviged 

him two weeks ago that the story was false. • 
PI 	, 

r 	• Shanklin told me that FllAKiht, heastof.McKnight.Newspaper§ hit 
- . 	• M \ 

called and was irritated over the fact that the "Dallas Morning News" had engaged 	,..' 

irresponsible journalism. McKnight stated he would like to put the lip to this stor! •t 

Shanklin referred him to FBI Headquarters. 

I discussed this matter with Messrs. Belmont, Tolson and the Director. 

After receiving the Director's approval, and in talking with McKnight who:palled FBI 

Headquarters, I told McKnight that the above-mentioned statement which iptd been 

straight and the recor ' attributOd to SA Hosty was absolutely false and had no basis in fact whatstver. 

McKnight stated he certainly appreciated the opportunity to set  

1 
 the would see to it that an article was prepared immediately for the afteinson edition of t 

newspaper. lie wanted to know if he could quote the Director as making this statement a 

I told him the Director was the spokesman for the FBI at all time 

1 - Mr. Belmont 	OA. Tolson • 
1 - Mr. Sullivan't.c.i 4, 1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malle y 	q A..■ ,./- Mr. Jones 

1 - Mr. Morrell 
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El  
ACTION: 

For record purposes. 

DeLoach to Mohr 4-24-64 
Re: Assassination of the President 

i 	'. 
In talking with SAC Shanklin I asked him specifically if Agent gosty 

had been quoted correctly by the United Press International (UPI). (The UPI ticker 
of 10:23 a. m. today quotes SA Hosiy as stating, "I said nothing like that. I completely 
deny it. ") SAC Shanklin stated he had questioned Hosty and that Hosty had denied 
making this statement to UPI. Hosty admits that a UPI reporter called him at home 
last evening but that he had referred the reporter to SAC Shanklin rather than making 
any comment himself. I told SAC Shanklin to make certain that Hosty made no . 
statement whatsoever.  
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i !DALLAS--A DALLAS FBI AGENT TOTAY FLATLY rENIED BE EVER SAID THE FBI 

i 	

(CSYALD) 

• 	igiTIPLI7IFA:rc Tat rinilsir Utt7,1 c?riF FCtisir argiTiri  THAT LEE HARVEY  

II LEY IT." 
°I SAID "‘!OTHIN3 .1v.E: THAT, " SAID AGENT JAMES HOSTY. 9 COMPLETELY 

M  
Tl'E DALI.A1 MOANING NEWS I'!  A COPYPIGHT STORY BY HUGH AYNESWORTH, 

SAID TODAY A SOUltE CLC1.:E Te TIT WATIEN COMMISSION TOLD OF A MEMO • 

GIVEN THE CCIIIIISSIVI TW DALLAS POLICE CHIEF JESSE CURRY CONTAINING 

THE; ALLE1ED FIEMtR:( BY HOST?, 
ACCPRDIrIG TO DAS rEMO, THE W.:1...S SAID, ItCSTY, ONLY MOMENTS AFTER 

• CSVALT.; VAS ARP.ESTEC, SAID: 
"WE XNEV HE var. CAPAHLE nF ASSASSINATING. THE PRESIDENT BUT It 

num•T DnEAM IT'D DO IT." 
POST? ''AID HE COULD ONLY DE9Y THAT HE EVER MADE SUCH A STATEMENT, 

t
Alt VOMP NOT C n :11•:E N T r UPPER. THE FEAR OF TPE DALLAS FBI OFFICE, 

GORDCN SP/v.4711NR  SAID A'IY ortricin. COMX:NT WOULD HAVE TC COME FROM 

VASPINSIC:1 	TP- FFI IN VASII311GrN :AID IT FAD NO COMMENT. 
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