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McGehee-direct-Xennedy

the oath to the witness.)

THE WITNESS: I do.

THE CLERK: Thank you. Please be seated.

pilease state your full name and spell it for the
record.

THE WITNESS: Ralph McGehese, M-c-G~e-h-e-e.

MB. KENNEDY: Thank you, your Honor.
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. KENNEDY:

Q Mr. McGehee, tell us where you presently reside,
sir?

A Reside in Hudgin, virginia.

Q what is your occupation now?

A I am a retired CIA officer. T am an author doing

some writing.

Q When did ycu retire from the Central Intelligence
Agency? |

A 1 retired from the company in February of 1977.

Q When vou retired, sir, was that under honorable
conditions?

A Yes. Right after I was retired I was awarded the

career Intelligence Medal for exceptional service.
Q is that Career Intelligence Medal symbolized by
the pin you are wearing in your lapel now?
EASTERN DISTRICT CCURT REPORTERS
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? McGehee-direct—-Kannedy
A Yes sir, it is.
Q Since leaving the Central Intelligence Agency
you have been -- you have been engaged in what kind of work,
5 sir?
6 A I have been conducting research for a book that
7 I have written about the agency. I have also written some
8 articles in newspapers and magazines about the agency. :
_ 9 Q You have when you became -- . .
%gﬂ 10 MR. KENNEDY: Strike the guestion.
Ef 1 0 Tell us when it was that you first joined the
: 12 company, the Central Intelligence Agency?
£ 13 A I joined the company in January 1952.
- 14 Q You were on active duty continually with the
15 company until 197772
16 ' A Yes, that is correct.
17 Q A period of 25 years? |
18 A Yes.
19 Q During those 25 years you had to sign a contract
20 and ts take an oath with refersnce to classified documents
21 and security procedures of the United States, did you not?
22 A Yes, I &id.
23 Q You are aware, sir, of your responsibilities with
24 reference to that which vou can divulge and that which you
25 cannot divulge? Is that fair to say?
s EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
‘ UNITED $TATES CISTRICT COURT
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McGehee—direct-Kennedy

A I am very aware of it.
Q and if, any question that I put to you during
my examination you feel impinges upon an area of classified

information you will of course inform us of that and not

disclose that information?
A That is right.

Q Now, during the process of writing your book, i

which has not yet been published, has it?

A No, it has not.

-

Q Did you according +o the rules of the company
submit your manuscript to the cIia for prior approval as
was required by the law and your contract with them?.

a I did. I 4id this on two separate occasions.
I wrote two manuscripts. The initial manuscript was sort

of a research effort +hat I was advised later by the

publishers was not very saleable. And the second version

n
I submitted last year. And on both occasions that I

cubmitted, the book went through a long clearance process

in working with the agency to insure that nothing in the book

was classified.
Q and during the course of that effort to get ‘your

manuscript cleared so that no secrets would be divuleged and

national security would be compromised, did you and the

ceople who were giving the clear

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee~direct-Kennedy
Agency disagree on points of classification procedure?

MR. KIRBY: Objection.

MR. KENNEDY: It is preparatory, your Honor.
THE COURT: If it is preparatory, I will allow
it so long as it is coming to an end.

MR. KENNEDY: It is, your Honor, as we &il are.

A Yes, on one occasion the agency ruled in eight
major categories of information that I couldn't discuss ;p
the book.

I was advised that I had a right to appeal the
decision to the DDCI, and Bobby Inman. I appealed the
decisions on the eight categories to Mr. Inman and he ruléd~
in my favor in every single case.

THE COURT: You appealed to whom?
THE WITNESS: The Deputy Director of Central
Intelligence, Mr. Robert Inman.

l
THE COURT: Was this an appeal within the
structure of the CIA?

THE WITNESS: Yes, within the structure of the

CIA.

Q Mr. Inman may also be known as Admiral? Is that
correct?

A Admiral.

Q Is that correct?

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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A That's correct.

Q Tell me this, sir, you are married, are you?

A Yes, I am. ’

Q Do you have children?

A I have four children and four grandchildren.

Q Tell us briefly of your educational background,

Mr. McGehee? After high school, where did you go to college?
What did you study? '

A I went to Notre Dame on a football scholarsﬁip.u
I studied business administration.

Q What years were you at Notre Dame?

A 1946 to 1950.

Q You didn't happen to be a member of Frank Lehigh's
undefeated three years team?

A Yes, I was.

Q You would not by any chance be an Irish catholic,
would you? :
A No, I am a Scotch-Irish-Dutch-English Protestant.
Q Nevertheless, Mr. Lehigh gllowed you to play footbal

for Notre Dame?

a He did indeed.

Q.f and what year did you graduate from Notre Dame?

A I graduated in 1950.

Q You joined then the Central Intelligence Agency in
19522
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McGehee-direct-Kennedy

A 1952.

Q With reference to the time you were in the Central
Intelligence Agency did your formal education continue,
sir, and if so, what courses did you take within the ccompany
itself?

A 1 took numerous courses. Initially of course
youn have to go through a basic training course on how to
be a CIA operator, case officer. That consisted of the
basic operations course, an operator's course, and in my .
case, pafamilitary course. And later on in my career I had
to take a session of operations courses, an advanced operations
course. I also studied the Thai language at which I became
almost fluent in. I.took courses in Chinese and I also

took French.

(Continued on next page.)
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McGehee-direct-Kennedy
Q The headquarters of the Central Intelligence
Agency is at Langley, virginia, is it not?

A Yes, that is corract.

Q And the company has maintained separate offices
around the world, has it not?

A Yes, it has.

Q Wwill you tell us, sir, if you can, during those

25 years you were a career officers with the company how

<

10 much of your time was spent in ths field and how much of

1 your time was actually spent in headquarters?
( 12 A A rough breakdown is 15 years overseas and 10
%f; 13 years in headquarters, including my period of training.
- 14 Q pid you receive as a result of your work with the
15 CIA any awards, medals, or citations?
16 A Yes; I did. I received an award, as T mentioned,
17 the Career Intelligence Award. And I also received an Honorabl
18 gervice Award, the Vietnam Service Award. lI received a
19 cash award, é certificate of merit, from the Director for
20 a suggestion that I submitted on how to counter'communist
21 insurgency.
22 Q Yyou are presently a retired pensicner receiving
23 a pension for your 25 years of service in the CIA?
. 24 A That is correct.
" 25 Q Have you attempted to familiarize yourself with the

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED 5TATES DISTRICT COURT
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literature in the public domain on the intelligence community
in the United States in general, and the Central Intelligence
Agency in particulaxr? '

A Yes, I believe I have read just about every book
that has ever been written about the CIA particularly, and
many that have been written by the National Security establish-

ment in general.

These publications I found to be most helpful where

the Senate Intelligence Committee report, the Church Committe
Report it is known as, the six volume version. They had

even investigated the agency. The Pike Committee Report of
the House Intelligence Commitctee. The Rockefeller Commission
Report. The House Intelligence Report on the failure of
intelligence in Iran. The House Intelligence Committee Report
of the intelligence report of =-- intelligence reporting

on Central America, which was just published in September,
1982. |

I also sort of studied and read over and over

again the Pentagon Papers, various volumes cf the Pentagon
Papers, and the Government's Department of Defense called
by -- in addition to the Pentagon Fapers -=- those deal mostly

with Vietnam, the Senate Gravel, and the New York Times

one volume edition of the Pentagon Papers.
1 nave also read, as I think I mentioned earlier, ‘

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
225 CACMAN PLAZA EAST
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most books written about the agency by ex-employees both
prc and ccn.
Q Have you attempted to == '
MR. KENNEDY: Strike that.
Q You are then familiar with the techniques employed

by the company, by the CIA, in intelligence gathering, are

you not?
A Yes.
Q Are you also familiar with the ways in which-

the CIA recruits and investigates the recruits that the
agency makes?

A Yes.

Q Can you tell us what is the paramount or
primary consideration involved in intelligence gathering

techniques?

A Secrecy is of course an essential in all clandestine

operations. And I suppose in most secret of !secrets is the
protection of the names of the agents.

As a matter of fact, in June of '82 Congress has
made it a criminal offense to reveal the names of its

government agents.

(Continued on nexdt page.)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. KEMNEDY:
Q And you would not, sir, reveal any naice OrF
information that either your oath to the company or
the law for classified information procedures for-
bade to disclose, would you?
| A 'No.I would not.
! 7 Q Tell us, briefly -- I.just need a thumbnail :
8 scetch for our purposes of the structure of the Central L%
9 Intelligence Agency. that is, how it is put together ) l%
10 among its directives? . \ g
N A The agency is roughly composed -- this -has \A §
12 changed over the years. ' %
13 The more general composition of the agency %
14 composed of four directorates under the Director of | +
15 the Central Intelligence Agency =< Central Intelli-
16 gence. | \ {
17 vou have the Director of Administration, | ;
18 +he Director of Operations, the Director of Inktelli- i
19 &' gence, and the Director of Science and TechnologY. : :
20 0 Tell us with reference to each of those
21 four directorates what their geﬁeral function, duties \
22 or responsibilities are? : \
23 A pirector of Administration within the companyi
24 handles such «hings as communications, loéistics,
25 personnel, medical, finance.
EASTERN DISTRICT CGURT REPORTERS |
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT s\
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There are several other categories that

don't occur ro me at rhe moment.

The Director of tntelligence collates all

reports., f£inished jntelligence reports for the intelli

:"{ gence community.
; 6 The Director of science and TechnologdyY is
: 7 involveé in research on the equipment requirements
8 for the clandestine services and ig involved in evalual-~ :g
! #
: 9 ing jntelligence on those items of high technology. 5%
10 The Director of Operations, of course. is -
1 sort of the key directorate. This is the directq;ete %
12 that directs the covert operations and gathers the §
13 jntelligence around the world. \ 2
14 Q To which of the four directorates =~ | w é
15 Administration, Inteiligence, operations, or Science \ .,
16 and Technologvy., were you agsigned during your twenty- \
17 five years with the company? 1
18 A phe total rwenty-five vears Yas in the
19 directorate of operations.
20 0 That was the one responsible for covert
21 operations and jntelligence qaéhering? ,
22 A Correct. \
23 Q 1 would 1ike to go° into your personal ax- E
24 periences over those twenty-~-five years in the operac %
25 .tions directorate. |
EASTERN DIS'fRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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pid you have, during the course of those
twenty-five years of experience, any management Or
managerial £unction, and, if so; describe them for
us, briefly, please? .

A I had managerial responsibilities over

+he course of mY career with the agency.

My jnitial tour in Japan and the Philippines

1 was Assistant chief of a very large records unit

invelved in -- I have to pbe a little careful how I

say things.

I an limited to what I can talk about here.

In jnvestigations and tracings, and things

of this nature, that is.

FTollowing £hat, I was head of a unit in

Langley to conduct file checkings and clearances for

woldwide element of the directorate of operations.

Following that in Thailand, I supervised
Agency officers Administering various,actions and
intelligence checks programs within A.E.W. in the
northeast province.

Prior toO going to the province, 1 devised
a counter-insurgency +echnique for 2 £ifty thousend
man national --= Thai national police force; and I

was assigned to the province %O implement that pro-

gram.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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55"2 rhis program, by the way. received the d%
ggl 3 highest acolades from both Thai and American intelli- i%
4 gence officials. . E
5 In Vietnam, I was officer in charge of .;
6 agency programs in ‘Giadnih province, the province E
7 surrounding saigon, for two monéhs, I believe, and ,é
~; 8 then I was assigned as the officer in charge agency i;
4 9 liaison with the chief of special police of -- the %
10 fifty thousand man force of the Vietnam special Po- - | E
n lice. o . \ .
12 part of the fifty thousand man police E ;
o 13 Force.. ! |
14 Q pid you also serve in a supervisory or
15 manaéement function as the chairman of the profession-
16 al panel within the agency iﬁself? |
17 A vyes, I &id.
18 1 was a chairman of professiqnal panel for
19 another department director of operations personnel.
20 Q The function of that panel, I suppose, would
0 pe fair to say they decided who were in the company
é 22 got promoted and to what level they were elevated?
| 23 A Correct. i
§ . 24 Q That responsibility was assignea to vou for ‘
25 a period of time, was it?
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ‘
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A That is correct.

Q Aside from the management function for a

moment, did your'investiqative experience in your
twenty-£five years with the company. and if so, de~-

scribe that for us, briefly?

i
L
H
¥
B4
': *
5
£

A 1 had field investigative experience.

I refer to field as overseas within the

o g ed rmies

company. It is used synonamous. .
ki

9 I can't really talk about, but in the shper-'

10 visory positions within the records elements I had -

R a loﬁ of investigative responsibilities.

12 . Q Another category of ageacy operations -- \

13 agency activity as I understand it, is the opera- 1 ig
14 tional aspects. é
15 Have you had operations experience within %

'

16 the C.I.A.?

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
| 325 CADMAN PLAZA EAST
anAapren RV YORK 1120

17 A Yes, sir.
18 mr. KIRBY: Objection, vour Honor: rele-
*
19 vance. t
20 THE COURT: It is dragging, Mr. Kennedvy.
21 MR. KENNEDY: I qualified the gentleman ‘
22 as an expert in one of the most complicated \
23 field in the world. \
24 I will get us there as quickly as I can. \
25 1 assure you. ]
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS \
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THE COURT: Try to move it along.
MR. KENNEDY: I will, your Honor. Unfortu-

nately, I have to put one word in front of

another.

THE WITNESS: I served as a para-militiry
officer, covert éperator. intelligence collec~
tor, and intelligence analyst.’

Q Lastly, have you nad experience in the
research function, projects or studies of the C.&.A.?

A ves, sir, 1 have.

1 have written many research papers on the

structure of the Thai Communist Party, the philippine
Communist Party. the European Com@unish pParties,
and their relationships to the Soviet and Chinese form
of Communism. -~

one was study how the Communists conduct
a revolution. This was part of my effort in £ind-

ing how to counter Communism. '

Q During the period of your tenure with the
agency., did you have cccasion to be assigned respon- 1
sibility with respect to record keeping within the
company?

A MY initial tour assignment, for.five vears,

I was involved in records keeping in jnvestigative,

file tracing, and maintaining the file system of

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST
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{the agency., and rhrough my career 1 found LT mBEes—wm
to keep very good records, and was involved in-
vietnamn.

I was involved in keeping records that were
key in producing a dramatic axrest of a Morth Viét-
namese intelliqénce rets within South Vietnam.

Q Do you feel, based upoh your experience

and your familarity with the laturature about the
jntelligence community in general, the C.I.A. in par-
ticular, that you are familiar with-all aspects of
the agency's operations? .
A Yes.

Q vou feel qualified as an expert to render

opinions with reference to the activities of the

1

central Intelligence Agency and how it functions?
A Yes. !
a Give us, if you will -- strike that for a \
moment. \
’z

with referencse to the Central Inteliigence

e e

Agency. do you know whether or not it is authorized,
. Chavtar . . \
under its crarger, to do domestic covert operatzons? ‘
; ) |
vR. KIRBY: Objection, your donor: rele-
vance.
THE COURT: I will permit it. \

MR. RENNEDY: Thank vou. your,Honor.

|
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS \
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A 12 was illegal for, 1 Lueso
182, President

xact date. January of
n executive order allowing the agency
conduct covert operations within :ne United states.
prior t° rhat time. it was illegal.
can you rell us;, sir, hovw. within the
re main-

Q
s Or £iles 3

4 so that

ructure of the agency. record
that is. howvw information ig store
ed oY gotten into?

priefly, describe that P

ed.

ay be access
rocedure?

Just

Generally. it is computoriz
within the p.D.0. YOU nave the p.D.I. has

nas 1its £iles.

jes files. The p.D.0.
has vyarious £iles -~ personnel,

The p.D.A.

gsecurity., and s©O forth.
the records jnterrogdgar”

eral £iles for

in the p.D.0. has
tion division which maintains rhe cen

all of D.D.O.

. . L .
The sub-ofﬁicers retalld their own £iles of
£ the information which is duplicatory.

n the p.D.O0O. ¥

each ©
ou used t©° have the

withi
counter intelliqence staff, which has gone rhrough
various changes since I 1eft, which is sort of &
within the p.D.0O-.

tion petween
URT REPORTERS

super gsacret element
the C.I.

no correla
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Q

mestic,

Q

A

0

terrogation division.

gtaff, you have -- you had for a longer period of
time, the super'secret within that suber secret staff,
special operations group whiceh was known undexr the
code name, Calos == which conducted covert operations
within the United States which none of us knew any-

thing about it.

from the counter jntelligence files and keep separate

from the D.D.O. files.

is that correct?

files and the main R.I.D. files: racords in-

Wwithin the C.I. == counter intelligence

1ts information was maintained separate - -

You said the Calos was operating on do-

internal united States covert operations:

A Correct. \
MR. KIRBY: Objection. 1 move that it

be stricken. Quite irrelevant. ) \
THE COURT: I will permit it. The motion

is denied. \

These covert operations within the United

States would be a violation of the C.I.A. charter:

is that correct?

Yes.

Was that one of the reasons that they

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST
esses avTerr wARK 11201
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were kept -- these covert activities were kept
super secret as you have described?

A They didn't want word to leak out even
among other D.D.O. people. i

Q Is there 2 concept within the O.E. within
the company called soft files?

A There is, indeed.

This is sort of an unofficial file that
never gets into any sort of records systen,

There is no permanent record made. If YOu”
are dealing =-- with sort of a specially sensitivef
case, might talk about an assanination or the over-.
throw of an ally -- +he agency would want no record
of that to be found anywhere later on.

pPeople would establish a soft file, make

the memo, and throw the copy in and reaction on that
proposal or whatever happened, then the material could
be thrown away -—-~ destroved and no records would ever
exist.

Q Wwas there not, sir, some central inte-
grated or united record keeping system whereby one --
with appropriate clearance of course, =< could get
into and find insome central place any c.,I.A., rec-
ord?

A No. :

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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As a matter of fact, I found this to be
a major problem when I was supervising the investiga-
tive activities.

Because we were missing so much info;m;-
tion, so much existed that we were not finding, so
1 wrote a suggestion for the suggesting awares com-
mittee, saying we must bring together in one central
place at least in a file card indicies, all the in-
formation -- perséns may not have access to the
information itself, but at least be a name indic?es -
centralized.

The chief of the suqqagtions awards panel

said it is a very good suggestion, we have many others

just like it, but it will never happen.

o) pDid they tell you.why, sir, it never happen-
ed?
MR, KIREY: Objection,
THE COURT: I will sustain th;t.
Q Do you have an opinion, sir, as an expert

why it would never happen?

MR. KIRBY: Objection.
THE COURT: I will allow that.
MR. KENNEDY: Thank vou.

A Yes, sir; because of the security considera-

tions of not allowing other D.D.O., other peopnle of

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST
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the agency to know the sensitive operations.

Hy

Q The gaps in record keeping, OT the lack o
integration of record xeeping is deliberate, you
are telling us: is that correct?

A very nuch so.

Q Was there an occasion, sir, when while you
were in a field, oF in doing work from a station
where you had headquarters to prove you with informa-z
tion about a particular individual? , .

A There was one outstanding example.

1 had many, but this was probably the key

one --
MR. KIRBY: Objection.
A I was 1in Thailand.
MR. KIRSY: Objection to giving an example.
1If he is an expert , he should give an opin-
ion. !

MR, KENNEDY: BHe is giving personal ex-
periences to buttress his opinion.

THE COURT: We don't need an illustra-

tion.

MR. KENNEDY: 1 bhelieve we do. It will

relate --
THE COURT: I will permit it, then.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
225 CADMAN PLAZA EAST
BROOKLYN. NEW YORK 11201
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MR. KENNEDY: Thank Yyou.
A 1 asked for 2 file trace on an individual
»hat 1 was conducting an investigation on in Thailand.
1 got pack a -- RO record =- response. I
xnew that there had to pe something from what was
available in the station.

There had to be something in headquarters
about the individual. 1 waited until 1 was next

assigned to the company headgquarters in Langley and

v went down to the p.D.I. -~ separate from the -
p.p.0. -~ Central Réference service -- that is the
record keeping element of the p,D.I.

1 traced the man's name and -~ in "F"
file. To MY amazement, they had 2 shoeboX full of
information on this individual -- a whole grouP of
three by five cards -= multiple entry three by €£ive
cards.

The man was of such jnterest that they
had written 2 biographic data sheet onlkey jandivid=-:
unals. and while 1 was going through the box ==
written another data sheet on him because he was of
prime interes®, yet I received on my response 2
record -- a -~ 1° record -- response.

There are mnany exanmples that I could give

you, but that ig one.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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Q

A

Q

A

Q

Thank you.

When you were recruited to become a career

who you were employed by?

No, 1 was not.
Were you provided with cover stories?
Yes, 1 was.

Weren't you even allowed to trell vour own

No.
Either your children or Mrs. McGehee?

1 initially overcame that Tavier

and did tell my wife. It was not until years later
+nat my children began ro really recognize +nat I
wasn't telling them the truth £hat I 4id -- and theyv
were older, I could extract an oath of secrecy £rom
»-:m that I told them. t

is there, within the jargon of the inteeli-
gence community language. a phrase with which you

are familiar, called plausible deniahility?

Yes.
Would you tell us what that means?
MR, XIRBY: Objection.

THE COURT: I will allow it.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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A It is generally synonamous with secrecY.

In a case that an operation is blown, it
separates the American case ocfficer from being ex-
posed, and separates the American case officer frpm
being =~ bringing the chain back to the Unites States
Government.

It separates at the worse case, the Presi-
dent can deny that he knew anything about the opera-~
tion.

You build plausible denial in the operac
rion. Secrecy would be another word.

1t allows you to deny that it ijs an United
states Government activity or that the President knew
about in, in the worst case.

Q Plausible deniability prevents someone from
tracing back information or activity to its source
within the c.I.A, or a source within the Government
in general: is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Does }t always apply to not operations, but
to actual operatives Or case ageﬁts or coreer offi-
cers?

A oh, yes.

1+ makes -- open to multiple operational

conditions.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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If you were talking to an agent, he would
not know that vou are with the United States Govern-
ment, He would not have any way of contacting you.

You would give him an alias that I will con-

tact you in such and such ways,

; 6 This is done in a variety of clandestine
! 7 means, dead drop, live droo, radio communications,
8 post office box, a barber shop where you could lgave
9 messages and pick ther up.
10 There is nc¢ real direct line command hacka

n to -- from the agency to the case officer, or from

12 the covert operator to the case officer,
13 Q Are you familiar with the conceét of cover
14 or deep cover?
15 A Yes, I am,
16 Q Tell us what those are, briefly, please?
17 A Cover, is a story -- untrue story that con-
18 ceals what you really are, and what you Ere really |
19 doing. %
20 For instance, many -- some C.I.A. peovle ;
N are overseas as Embassy employees or State Department
22 employees ,
23 The John Hannon, former chief of A.I.D.
24 admitted that C.I.A. used an I.D. cover overseas.
B 25 |
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS '
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w17 McGehee-direct-Kennedy

other people are recorded. The military
is used by rhe agency overseas.

This is qenerally called -- cover is not

A

ment.

and deep caver, would be where your con-

direct with the United States Government.

Q The concept, vnead tO kxnow," -- is that a

concept that is a term of art within the jntelliigence

community?
A very early in your training, you are told
wris is a key requirement that the person == the

american case officer is only allowed to kno* that

;nfoémation which is just enough tO perform his own
job, which is, need to knov, and it must pe treated
by compartmentation.

Q What is +hat?

A That is where 3 group of people werking
cn a special project Or secret project will become
compartmented of from all other elements of the
agency., SO they will not be able to xnow what thé

other jndividual ig doing.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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in my own case, 1 worked in an office --
! gwo-man o=“ice with another jndividual for six

months and I never kxnew what he was working on.

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. KENNEDY: <{Continued}

a Are these concepts which vou havg told us atout
briefly. onlausible deniabkility- cover. need to know-
compartmentations are they sionificant concents uitéin the
structure of an oneration of the Central Intellicence
Aaency. or do thev onlv anoly to certain concents and not to
others?

How would you describe their siaenificance?

A In almost all but exceotional cases. thev are

essential conceots.
Thev are inarained into evervthina that vou éo-
| a Is there a concept of a =-- within the CIA. of a
need tc lie? That is- the necessitv of orovidina false
information?
MR- KIRBY: Objection: vour Honor.
A All of these concepts --
THE COURT: I will permit it.

A All these concents renuire that vob lie~ and vou
lie all the time.

@ UWhy?

A Well. if I were overseas and T uént un tn a man
and wanted tc-recruit him as an ament. or T was known as
CIAS he is not aoine to work with a person who is known as
CIaA.

I miaght anoroach him on another bhasis. You cannot

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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fcoerate under the truth. Then vou must protect. of coursea
your agent.

a I can appreciate the need to lie to our enemies-
and I assume the CIA lies to our enemies all the time.’ does
it not?

A Correct.

Q What is the need -- do you lie to our allies also?

A Oh. yes-

Q As a -- has the CIA lied to our elected renreséntativ
in Congress?
MR. KIRBY: Objection.
THE COURT: I will opermit it.
A Yes-
Q Has the CIA. based upon your knowledae and
experience. lied to renresentatives of the Justice ﬁenartment?
A Yes.
q Includina the FEBI?
A Yes.
Q The CIA would actually lie.to the FBI?
A More the rule than the excention~ I would imaaine.
a More the rule than the exceation?
A Cartainly --
] I am not beina judgmental about the lie-
You sav that is also endemic. that is almost
essential. it's the agency’s view of its own fﬁnction and

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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onerationi is that clear?

A The director takes the oath of office to
protect sources and methods~ and this extends down to all
employees. N

This requires- of course. lvina.

@ And among the lies. would vou say that most common
that is necessary for the company to tell. who is and who is
not workine for it at any aiven time?

A This is the most essential fact -- must not be
revealed. Who its agents are.

f Your experience included. as you told us+ covert
operationsiy did it not?

A Yes. it did-

2 Would vou tell us what covert onerations are?

A In a broad spectrums a covert ocneration is that
activity taken to either cverthrow or sustain another
foreign government.

That is the btroadest. I think. defipition of it.
a Are you familiar. sir. from the literature in your

own experiences. wherein our Governmentc has had -- 1I'm not

talking about our enemies nows I'm talkina abtout our alliles -

have had with reference to our allies. an open stated policv
throuah treaties or however- and in fact the commanv has been
conductino -- covert operations within that allied countrv

contrary to that stated public policv --

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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MR. KIRBY: oObjections vour Honocr.
THE COURT: I will nermit it.

A That is the purpose of covert operatiéns1 to do
thinas that cannot be done in the official -- officgal
relations.

THE COURT: I don't think vou have answered his
.question.
THE WITNESS: Yes- I am aware of many cases.

¢ Bear in mind I'm not talkinao about covert operations

of the agency in the Pedples Repuhlic of China or the linion

of Soviet Socialist Renublics: I mean our allies- the allies

1

of the United States.

12
}
i A Yes-.
L 13 | s
- y q You conduct covert operations in our allies’
5 countries which is contrary to the positions maintained
publically?
16 y
A Yes.
7 .
: 2 Is that a common cccurrence or a rare occurrences
8
or how would vou characterize its frequency?
19
A Fairly general -- fairly general.
20
I could give examples. if you wish.
21
a Would you please. but very briefly.
22
) THE COURT: How about one examdble-.
3
Q An examples if vou would. please.
24
= A I want to take -- we have been involved in elections
25

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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in Italy from virtually the day the aocency Was createds to
the pnresant. Spent millions of dollars influencina the
elections in Italy- while our stated policy is non-
interference. UWe were conqucting state to state relations
with them. while the Government was trying to elect another
Government.

Q I Qould like to brina your attention specificallv
to England. if I might.

England 1is of course an ally of the lUnited States
of America3i is it not?

A Yes-

Q In the literature and in your personal exneriencess
haQe there been examples where the CIA has operated covertly
with reference to England. contrary to our stated nolicy of
an alliance with England?

A There is a very key example. in 1952 --

MR. KIRBY: I will object to this. your Honor -

THE COURT: I will permit it. !

Are you going to tie it into this case?

MR. KEMMEDY: Yes» I am. It may be somewhat
convoluted at this point --

A In 1952 Mohammed Mosadeh{phl} was elected Premier
of Iran~ and he went nationalizino the Analo-American
oil facility and this uopset gritains -- 8ritain havina the
major interest in the oil fields:.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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e agency ~~ this is written in severai vuvn--

-- in some Cases it was with the assistance of
elligence~ tO gverthrou the Governmant of Iran
Premier -- the Shah of Iran- |

en the Shah of Iran was empowereds the operé;ion

ccessfula and onlv jasted a matter of davs-

en the Shah was in power he disenfranchised the

gave all oil rights to the American 0il interests

at also happened in the Suez Canal incident

in- France and Israel jnvaded Fovpts ad there

knowledgment that the US had some xnouwledae- let'

ad and do it» and when there was an exposed
id+ you have to get out of theres and then

his major oil consortium in the Middle East and
t much of its empire-

a matter of fact- the CIA did the same in

Maylasias did they not?

A Ye

e In

S.
!

Hong Kona the CIA- without telliﬁa us the

details- the CIA operated contrary to our aoreement with

Ennland in
A Ye
Q Ha

found it ne

for the -~

Hona Konas did thev not? -

s, they did-

ye there been occasions» sira when the company
cessary to recruit members of organized crime

or the mafia?
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A Yes+ there have been two or three occasiins:

There was 2 sustained effort to assassinate Castro-

The agency recruited a Johnny Rosseli{oh}. I pelieve his name

wasa 3 member of the Mafias to implement -~ the Mafia had
the gambling rights to Cuba before Castro took overw‘and it
still had peonle loyal to it in Cuba-

So Rosseli recruited to help him Santos Tropicano
and Sam Giancanné{ph}a other Mafia fiaures to helpn recruit
out Cubans to help carry cut the assassination of Castro-

One assassination attempt was made before the Bay

of Pigs by this aroup and five after the Bay of Pigs-

a Aside from Mafia or ties with "organized crimea"

has the company found it necessary to recruit known criminalss;

that is.- people with connections to the underworld. who have
already been found guilty of criminal activitv?
A Yes-

After the Mafia's attemnts failed to kill Castron-

they also recruited a known assassin to aive it another trv.
!

The agency also recruited Corsican ganasters to --
and armed them to be strong‘acainst the strikes peing held
in Marseillesn» and this built up the Corsican strenath =~
developed into the French connection. the drug smugaling
endeavory the ability of the Corsicans-

MR. KIRBY: Objection- Move to be stricken.

THE COURT: 1 will strike the jast remark about the

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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French connection:

Q2 Are you saving that the comnanv has. on occasion,
hired armed thugs to orevent either democratic election
processes or legitimate union activities in our oun‘allies'
countries?

MR. KIRBY: Objection.
THE COURT: I will sustain that objection.

Q Has the company found it necessary itself to commi§
crimes: a burglary or robbery. particularlv?

A Yes-

Q Does the company -- historicallv and oresentiv
have an interest in monitoring or knowing about the flow of
arms in the world?

A This would be a primary reouirement because the
intelligence collection responsibility -- weapons are 3
political implement. if vou know where thev're goino. vou
know the threats to the various Governments.

Therefore. it does monitor weapons!shipments
closely.

a In that capacitys has the company engaaged itself in
arms trafficking?

A Yes. it has on various occasions -- I am not sure
what you mean hy traffickingi it has sunplied weanons.

a I mean supolving. buyine. selling, movina agznerally

weapons or firearms.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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A Oh~ yes-

2 Does the company maintain arsenals of weapons in the
United States and around the world for the purposes of
trafficking? .

A It has arsenals within the United States~ and I
think the Church Committee report said it has -- sone
weapons that it makes -- it has more than most armies in the
world.

a Has there been historically between the Central
Intelligence Agency and the Special Forces of the United
States Army -- been a special relationshin?

A Over the years there has been a very close
relationship-.

yhen I was in Giadnih Province in vietnam. T
supervised two special forces that were involved in the
Satsi PRU. Provincial Reconnaisance Unit. This was the
agency's kill or capture viet Cong orogram-

It was ultimately credited with 20,000 kills. and
éha Vietnamesa estimate it was 40.000 kills.

Q I gathef then that the Central Intelligence Anency
has engaged in the supplving of armﬁ to insurgent or
resistance movements in various narts of the worlds has.it
not?

A 0h~ yes. Europe. Middle East+ Far Fast. whatever:

¢] Have there been occasions in the literature- and

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPCRTERS
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pased upon your exnerience where the Central Intelli

Agency was knowinely or unknow
sides of a particular conflagr
MR. KIRBY: Objection

THE COURT: I will pe

A I know there was one
to my mind.

We urged the Shah or
fighting the Iragian3 there wa
and the Iragian Government.

yYe armed the Kurds an
Iragians made up- and we withd
and sort of helped the Iragian
had initially been fightina fo
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a Does the company maintain an arsenal of non-
United States weaponsa firearmsi that would mean arms such
as the AK-47 machine guns. or other foreign made weanons?

A I don't have personal knowledoe. but it's ‘my
impressions its arsenal have primarily foreign weapons with
some US weapons. of course.

q Have you know the company to find it necessary to
ocbliterate or remove the serial numbers from US weaoons
in their possession?

A 1 do not have a specific knowledge of such.

It would be essential --

MR. KIRBY: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

MR. kENNEDY: He said it would be essential. He
will give an opinion not upon personal knowledae

but upon his expertise. .

THE COURT: He has not been asked to give an
expert opinion. !

If you want to put the auestion. I will allow it.

MR. KENMNEDY: You're correct, vour Honor.

THE COQURT: I'm glad that I'm correct.

How much lenger do you have?

MR. KEMNEDY: Within five or 10 minutes. 4ould vou
like to break now?

THE CQURT: No-.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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In your opinion- which is baseo vi yw= -

ﬂ;the 1iterature which you have read~ would the company
nd it necessary to obliterate oFf remove serial numbers from

¥ united States manufactured weapons within its posseésion?

The concept of plausible deniability would make it

essential that if the weapons uwere to be -- able to pe traced
pack to the agency» that such weapons when they're dis-

tibuted would have the serial numbers removed-

yhen the company found it necessary to recruit 3

known criminal~ or whomeveras would the company attempt tO

1" keep that recruitings that recruitment a secret?
12 A - Oh. yes:
13 Q yould the company deny the connection between the
14 company and that particular recruited criminal. for example?
15 A in almost all circumstances-
16 Q AL my reqguest- sir. did vou read the direct and
17 cross—examination given in this courtroom by @ gentleman by
18 +he name of George DPeMeo?
19 A I did- |
20 a And at my request~ sirs did vou read the direct and
2 cross—examination of a gentleman py. the name of Earl Redick?
2 A I did-
23 @ ° I would like tO ask vou. sir. some coinions with
24 reference to some facts germane to this case:
25 Mumber 1. is it plausible that the CIA would want
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yp monitor arms traffic FLoWLOw o=

_America to Northerﬁ Ireland?

A Yes-
a Why would they be interested in that» sir?
A 1 would think that thev'd be jnterested for - \

several reasons:
Monitoring the arms flow to any country would be

a charter besponsibility of the agency in satisfying its

jntelligence collection requirements:- \
. g i
I think also~ by monitorina vou could also control !
to some extent —~ what is made available and not made . \ i

available-I

s

el yould it be plausiblea sir. that the CIA would want |
to keep secret its activities with reference to monitorina
arms tpaffic or the flow of arms from the United states of

America to the Morth of Ireland?

~,,——‘-___/,,_._'-'. —

A 1t would be especially sensitive pecause of our

relationship with Englands and would Pe therefore really \

1 \

held guite secret. -
Q Thirdly. sirs would it te plausible for the
Central Intelligence Agency tO actually provide weaoans for
such traffickineg from the ynited States of America to the
North of Ireland?
MR. KIRBY: objection- "Plausible«“ he 1s
speakina as an expert- £ither he has an opiniocn oFf does

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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not.

THE CourT: I think he defined what he means by
plausible-

T will permit jt in the context of the definition
that you established earlier: :
MR. KIRBY: I will object to his aivina an apinion

in this aresé in any event.
THE COURT: I think he is gualified. I will permit \
it. ‘
THE WITNESS: Would you restate the question?'
a Is it plausible =~ py the way- how are vou using
the word plausible?
A Likely to be true-
¢} All right.
Is it plausible- sir~ in vour opinions that the
Central intelligence Agency would actuallv provide arms or
weapons or ammunition for this very traffickina that it seeks
to monitor from the United States of America to the Marth of |
Ireland? ! \
A It's a basic concept that wvou learn in the \
operational coursess to monitor. Yyou must be invaolved -~
in monitoring- you proﬁablya depending uoon your acals in that

particular operation- you might orovide defective pauioments

or might provide equipment that is not capable of accomplishing

3

1

the purpoées of the element. : \
' \
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS i
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You 'might provide. on the other hand:. yerv good
equipmenti: capable of carrvinc out the purnoses of the
operation.

The classic double-agent oneration. where two
intelligence agencies.s services. are running an agent. and
you must provide each service -- if thev know of the other
service's involvement- must provide information that makes
the operation appear to be genuine. |

) Under your plausible -- under this plausible
scenarios you mentioned they might -- the agency might fi;d

it necessary to provide some defective weapons or sub-par

weaponss is that correct?

A Yes.
6] Uhy?
A Well --

Q liould they nprovide all defective or sub-nar?
A If they provided 311. the oneration would have
!

to end. It would have to be a mixture.

Q Some of the weapons would be operable and others
Qould be deliberately --

A The mix would be such that it would maka much of the
shipment unusable.

@ Would it be plausible for the CIA toc obliterate the
serial numbers from the US weapons used in & traffic of

arms from the United States of America to the Morth of

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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Ireland?

A If they were tracable back to
be essential.

Q So your answer to my auestion
plausible?

A Yes-

Q Bould it be plausible in this
Central Intelligence Agency to recruit
George DeMeo. about whom you read fronm
this trial?

A Yes. yes.

There is a parallel case that

today~ the Edmund Wilson. Frank Terpil

£3Ly

the agencv. it would

1

is that it would be

connection for the
an individual such as

the transcriots of

is in the news

cases where the

individual Wilson was goina around tellina peoole I am

CIA connected. and I am buyina weaponsi and he bought

weapons and shipped them against our policy at the time to

Idi Amin of Uganda and Omar Khadaffi of Libya.

!

And he did this by saying I am working for the CIA»

and I am doing it for the (IA.

Q If in fact the comnany had recruited Georae Defeo-

would it be plausible that the CIA would then find it

necessary to deny to the -- to the world or to the Justice

Department or even this Court any connection with Georae

DeMeo?

A Yes.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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Q Would it be plausibles sirs that there would bes
under those circumstances. no record within the files of the
Central Intelligence'Agency of this connectinn between the
Central Intelligence Agency and George DeMeo? .

MR. KIRBY: Objection. your Honor. as to plausible.

Objection to the question.

THE COURT: I will permit it.
A I imagine deep in the bowels of one of these
super sensitive file indices: there should be some record.
But if~ -- dependina unﬁn how the files.were set
up at the times soft file operation -- possibly not -
put I would assume that somewhere deep in the bowels of the
super secret element there mighf he a record.
I don't know-

a Lastly. is it plausible that a man or a aroup of

men could~ over a period of approximately 25 years- ship over!

a million dollars worth of weapons from the United States of
America to the North of Ireland without theicombany- the
Central Intelligence Agency beina aware of it?

MR. XIRBY: Objection.

THE COURT: I will sustain that.

MR. KEMNEDY: I have nothing further. Thank vou

very much- Thank vou-
THE COURT: This might be a good time toO take a

1ittle break. Let's take a recess:

{Continued on next page-}
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McGehee~-crass

No.

No?

To monitor the arms flow-

It's plausible that the CIA would want to monitor
flow?

Yes-

It is not plausible that the CIA- I thought vou

-

testified. that it would be plausible that the CIA would

ship arms to the IRA. to go to Ireland?

A Yes.
a That is plausible.
"But the sole nurpose in that -- is that what
you're saying -- the sole purpose in that is to monitor

the arms flow?

A

a

A

a

A

MNo.

What?

Me. it is not the sole purpose.

WYhat is == tell the jury what the elements are-

If the IRA feels that it has a source of weaoonss

it probably will be hesitant to go to other sources of

weapons. such as the Soviet Unicns the PLO. Libyas and bv

this the agency can sort of centralize. observe and maonitora.

and contrgol the number of weapons that go to the IRA.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee-cross

That would be another purpose-
Q So that to -~ I ask vou straight out. ilr. Mcheheex
you aren't aware in actual fact: sir. are youn that the CIA

sent guns to the IRA? Just yes or no-

A I'm thinking whether I can answer or not: I can't -
7 also everything as I know it to be-

8 No- I am not aware- \
9 Q So your testimony here today is not pased on your

10 persanal knowledge of the facts of this case-that is~ of

e shipping arms to the IRA in Irelands is that right?

. \
12 A Yes-
13 8 1s that right?
A Yes- \
14 |
15 a Mow -- your testimony about shippina arms =~ havinag ‘
6 | the CIA ship arns to the Irish Republican Army rqg fioht the
. gritish. that testimony comes from your thoughts about the ‘
8 situation. is that right? | \
19 A 1 did not testify to that. \
20 q You testified that to monitor the arms gaoina to the \
21 Irish Republican Army. and to try toc assure the Irish i
|
- Republican Army that they had 2 source of sunolv for armss !
23' that it was likely that the CTA =-- which was its nlausible or
likely?
24
’s A I don't know what your suestion is-
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee-cross
2 I will take that out. Let's start over agqain.

You have testified+ sir. that the CIA might send
weaponss likely. plausible. send weapons to the IRA to arm
them in Irelands is that correct?

A I don't -- you'd have to define vour term "arm.”
In the instance that I was using- that many weapons
would be defective+ it would be more of a -- it could be
more -- I don't know what it is.
It could be more of an effort to keep the IRA
from arming itself. rathaer than to arm them.
a This would be an effort of keepoing the IRA from
arming itself?
A With defective weapons.
d The CIA might be sending them bad weapons instead of
good ones?
A Yes. and limited the tyoe and quality of the
weapons.
Q That micht be one possible and plausible thinoi thev
might be sending bad weaoons as opéosed to good weanons?
A They couldn't be all bad.
Q Some bad as opposad to goedy or theyv miaht be sending
weapons because the IRA might not turn to the Soviet Union
gr the PLO for weapons?

A I den't know-

EASTERN DISTRICT CCURT REPORTERS
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Q You testified that might be another possibilitv --

A You're throwing in the idea of a lot of gqod

weapons. You will have te qualifyv that for me.

5 Q You're testifving now: sir. all of this -= none of
3 this is based upon your actual kncwledge about any direct

7 activities involving the CIA and the Irish Republican Army:

g || is that right?

9 A Yes. .

10 @ This is your thinking.: your speculation. as it were?
" A Based on other operations similar in nature.

12 q But you testified that one2 of your concaived purposes

13 for sending weapons to the IRA might be to prevent them from
14 going to some other source?

15 A Yes.

16 a Mow+ would it be fair to say that nurnose would be
17 1@ little hard to effectuate if ¥you started to send them

18 defective weaponsy they'd get a little tired of that sourcé

and start to look for other sourcess is that correct?

19

20 A That is why you would have to have some aocd anmcna
the bad.

21

2 Q A few go0d weanons and some bad weancnsiy but vou're

23 not sure how many?

24 A When you say a few good and some bad- you're using

different adjectives for different cateaories.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
; UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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McGehee-cross
It could be an egqual mix.: or one wav or the other
mixi I don't know.

q You don't know.

By the way. when you came here to the courthouse
today. were you aware that vou were gaina to testify as an
expert witness?

A Yes.

q On this very subject. the CIA and your knowledoe
about the CIA?

A Yes.

Q Mow. I believe Mr. Kannedy is -- has taken you
through your memory of your security agreement with the CIA:
is that correct?

A That is correct.

{Continued on next pagce.}
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1 McGehee-cross-Kirby

CROSS EXAMINATION (CONTINUED) BY MR, KIRBY

0 Are you familiar with that? Do you re-
member what the requirements of that are or not?

A I can't quote it berbatim. I am familiar
with the requirements of it, very familiar,

Q Would vou tell the jury what the require-
ments of that are?

A That I pledge that I will never rev;al the
secrets of the.C.I.A. without prior Government ap=-
proval.

Q There are some procedural requirements with
the security agreement, are there not?

A Yes, there are,.

To submit to review all writings and all
prevared speeches,

Q - The purpose of that security agreement,
it has some important purposes, doesn“t it -- the
security agreement, sir?

Did you hear my guestion?

A No, I did not,
Q If you didn't hear, just say you didn't
hear. I just saw you turn your head.

There are some important purposes behind

the security agreement?

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee-cross-Kirby
Is that ¢orrect?
A That is correct, .
Q For instance, are you aware of a situation

where a man named Louis Wolf started naiming people

in Jamaica that he thought were connected with the

c.1.a.?
A No .,
Q And within hours someone's house was

machine gunned, an Embassy staff member.

Are you familiar with that?

A Yes,
Q . You are familiar with that?
A I knew there was a machine qunning. I

didn't know.who it originated,

Q Would it be fair to sav that one of the
purposes of the security agreement is to keep a
very careful watch on the releasg of information to
protect people's lives -- isn't that right =-- among
other things?

- In your =-- in the area of naming names,
yes,

Q And on Christmas Eve, 1975, an aqeﬂt by
the name of Dick Welch was murdered -- isn't that

correct -- because he was named in the covert actien

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee-cross-Kirby
bulletin?

A No. That is not correct,

Q You are not familiar with that?

A Yes. I am familiar with it —- very famil-

iar,
| 7 Q You are familiar with that?
8 A Yes.
4 Q Are you familiar with the cover: z=%ion
10 bulletin?
n A Yes.
12 Q Would you tell the jury what it is?
13 A It is a magazine,
14 Q Can you tell the jury what type of maga-
15 zine it is; what subject matter it covers?
16 A It is a magazine about the C.I.A.
7 Q Are you familiar with any of the resple
18 ccnnected with it?
19 A Yes.
20 Q Who are you familiar with?
21 A Various people connected with it.
2 Q Can you tell us the names, or is that pro-
23 tected by the security agreement? i
24 A I don't think I should talk about names !
5. of one side when I cannot talk about the names of i
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS |
: UNITED STATES DISTRICT CSOURT



McGahee-cross-Kirby

what you are saying is those

You meal,
eement does

n't pre~

security agr

aren't connected, the
yent Yyou from ralking about the covert action pulle-
xin of people connected with it, put you., in youT
is right?

1¢ feel that

se of fair play. you don

g 7 sen
| A 1 don't know.
' 9 1 would have tO think about'it.
10 Q Well, are there any other rules of law
L rhat is preventing you from disclosinq these people's
12 names? |
3 A 1f you want the names ., people 1 know are X
\
Louis Wwolf. \

14 with it. El}len RaY
15 There are probably others. \
16 Q Have Yyou met any of those people fairly
7 recently? \
18 A vyes, I have. | \ :
19 Q Who have you met? \ r:.
20 A All three. \ %%
2 Q Wwhere wWas that? ‘ ‘
2 A where was that? \ %
23 Q Yes. ﬁ
24 A in D.C.
28 Q pid you Per chance meet rhem out of the
cT COURT REPORfERS \
\
i
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meet them out of the country?

peech in parbados’ is that

peech critical of the c.I.A.»
atary? How would you characterize\
13 it? \\

\
14 A Explanatory. \
15 Q Explanatory? \ &
16 A 1y was material for MY pook == ™Y book ! .
W rhat has peen cleared py the agency: X §
18 | Q 1 anm sorry? \ g

A My book rhat has been cleareq py the \ i

.__,,,_/—/-
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6 neGehee -cross—Kirby
Q and when you saYy. extempora:wous remarks.
do you feel that today's -~ your testimeny here, tO~
day, is extemporaneous remarks?
A It is pased on what has been clearee in

the book: yes.
7 . Q sir, you don't feel this needs to pe clear-
8 ed, your appearance here need eo he cleared?
9 A 1 have been involved with the clearance
10 prosess for monts and months, and I think everything
n rhat I have gaid has been cleared some times that ‘the
12 agency is cired of seeing me.
3 o) po you have an¥y present litigatioa going
14 on with the central intelligence Agency?
15 A Yes, I do.
16 Q Tell the jury about that. please?
17 A 1 wrote an article for the yational magac
18 zine on 2 c.I.A. dis-informaticn operation in El
19 salvador. and 1 would have ro limit‘my comments be-
20 cause it is in litiqation, and in tndonesia. which
21 cesulted in the death of a half million to 2 aillion
2 people.
23 The agency deleted certain portions of that
24 article, sort of authenticate the wnole article, be=
25 cause they classify jt as lies.

\ EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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7 McGehee—cross—Kirby

I challenged the deletion in courts, be-
cause I say it is not classified information, and the
case is going on. .

Q gir, one of the central purposes, would
you agree with me, of the Céntral Intelligence Agency

is an information network?

A No.
Q No?
A 1 can quote to you from the Government,

studies and say that is not what it is -- it might

be its purpose it was ostensibly established for, __.

put that is not what it does.

Q When you say it is not an information net-~
work =--
A Primarily.
Q primarily an information network? %
A Not primarily. 1
Q 1 know I can hear you.
5 1 Wwhen you say it is not an information net-
r # 21; work primarily. you would include in the area of
22 ! ihformation obtaining information about the russians,
3 23 for instance, gsuch as spving, that would pbe included
] 24 in information?
. 25 Is that correct?

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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McGehee-cross-K.rby
A Yes,
Q And obtaining information about other un-
friendly countries, such as passibly China or Lybia
or other countries?

A Dissidents in the United States.

Q Dissidents in the United States.
I am just asking you about obtaining in-

formation in other areas; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Yes.

A It does that; ves.

0 But youu feeling is that that -- I don't

know -- your feeling is not one of its primary pur-
poses;is that right?
A It's not my feeling. It's the feeling of
Congressional Committees. |
Q Well, vou are up there giving your oninion.
Would you just give us your opinion? Is
it your opinion or not that its - primary opurpose
is information gathering?
A Its charter purpose states it is an
information gathering agency.
However, that is not what it primarily
devotes itz time and attention to.
EASTERN DISTRICT CCURT REPORTERS
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Q Now, Your experience. sir, nas peen pri-

arily jn the Far gast; 1is that right?

A Yes.

Q oh, bY rhe way.» what G.S. ievel did yon
1eave the central intelligence Agency?

A G.S. 13.

0 c.s. 13. would you consider that to be

a high position at the agency?

A Mid—level.

Q Mid—level?

A Yes.

Q You woulén't feel that you were one of
the —-- in 2 corporation, for instance, you wouldn't
consider yourself the chairman of the poard, OF the

president, in relationship ro the c.I.A.?
A Not at all.
Q You wouldn't consider yourself a vice

s
president in charge of one of the divisions of &

company, in relationsnip tc the c.I.A.?

A No .
Q You'd have to say something. 1 neard you
say it.

You cannot shake yourl nead pecause the

court renorter cannot get that downl.
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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Would you consider yourself -- I mean,
in relationship to a large manufacturing corpora-
tion, in its relationship to the C.I.A., would you

consider yourself like a branch manager -- a whole

manufacturing facility?

A I don't know that I can make the compari-
son,

Q You -~

A Would you caré for a commentary on this?

MR, KIRBY: MNo, thank you.

Q In your position, therefore, vyou might not
know all the -- all that there is to know, sir, oﬁ
the record keeping function of the C.I.A., or the
information gathering function of the C.I.A.?

Isn't that true?
A I probably know more than == I would say =--

ninety-eight percent of the people in the agency

" about this particular subject.

Q Is that -- is -- your belief on that, is
that from your experience in the agency, or aftgr
you got out, your reading and studying?

A It comes from reading the Rockefeller
Commission report., It comes from my readings and

studies and experiences while within the ag:ncy,

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPCRTERS
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HCGGhee—Cﬁc::-_
you are not relling as -- you© are \
are Your that ninety—eight

re lower than you were |

the c.1.A. we

- -

n the aqency?

That wasn't your question.
not mY question.

W rhat was
ou are cel

u whether Y

1 kno
1ing

1 am asking yo

that?
e a petter knowledge of ghe rec” \

That 1 hav

edures -~
Let me ask you again.

1 wouldask ni

MR. KEHNEDY:

to finish his answer.

THE COURT 3

gyestion.

A The highest jevel iR the United gtates

is a G.S.

r super grades:
1 don't xnow what theY call it.
1 assume, would pe atove the G.S.

he pirector:
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McGehee-cross

The lowest peing, G.S. Lo and those in be-

generally, for management and super-
onnel in an agency 1ike the c.1.A. isn't

gyisory pers
manaqement an

Y that such d supervisory

it generall
14s and above?

personnel are G.S.

f
! 8 A No.
’ Q po you have any familia e G.S.

rity with th

10 cating with the F.B.1.2

" A No.
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ncGehee-cross

SS—EXAHINATION gy MR- KIRBY: {Continued}
al Agent such as Agent

Q After seven years» a Speci
yinslow is @ GS-137
A T don't know« ’ \
a Any supervisor of the FBI is @ GS-14 or above?
; A 1 have NO jdea what the FBI does:
? 8 q Any supervisor peyond that. such as a supervisor
9 of the Newu york offices is at least 3 Gs-15 if not 2 pS—lh?
10 . you really don't know atout that?
" A No- )
12 Q Now~ are you telling the jurys sir- that‘you1 in
13 your nosition at the CIA- that there were -~ about 8% of
14 the people 1ouer than youn and those that would ke in the
15 nierarchy would have generally a lower understanding --
16 MR . ﬂOGULESCU: He didn't saYy that -~
17 ! THE COURT: That is the question: Is that what
18 you are saying? !
19 | a yould it be fair to say» sir~ there were 3
20 sizeable number of people in the CIA who were superior 'O you
2 in their rank and the organizational gtructure of the CIA?
2 Is that correct?
; 2 | A Correct-
: 24 a Mp. McGehees with regard tO keanino records on
r 25 agents of the CIA- you testified ~~ testified about that
gl i
; \ EASTERN DISTRICT CoOuR1 REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT.
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nhe whole information and file retrieval system of thg waa
worksa SO Qou can give your opinion here?
A You say the whole. Mo T don't know the whole:
Nobody in the agency knows the whole-
a You are confident of that onihion« that nobodvV in
the agency Knowus the whole file-keeping sustem -~
A 1 didn't say the whole —~ understanding of the
whole-
a You mean-= knows the name of every agent?
A Na.
el what do you mean. KNous the whole filekeepina
system? |
A That knous where avery file is~ and what every
1ittle office has set up-
No one there knows that: T could give you an
axamples if you wish -~
q No -
Let me just ask you this+ and try to be responsive
to my questions» if vou will-
MR. KENNEDY: I object to that. He is peing more
responsive'than mr. Xirby cares to have Rim.
THE COURT: No repartes please:
MR. KIRBY: Thank vou. dJudge:
Q yhat vou're saying is- that vou're sure that there

is no one at the CIA who knows where everv file is?

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
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_That is fairly normals: isn't it? You means not

even -- somebody at the US Attorney's 0ffice would know where

every file on every case isy is that correct?

A True-.

Q That is sort of stating the ohbvious?

A Every file system- too.

¢} Every once in a while files can be misplaced bv
accident?

A I would be willing to give you numerous exanples to
demonstrate -~

a Would you try to ansuwer the questions I ask. all
right?

yhat I am asking yous sir+ whether vou feel that vou
were in a high enough position in the agency to he able to
understand the file system in toto?

A Mo.

@ No? ’

A Mo one understands it in toto-

? Your opinion about the aaencys and this is your
cpinion from your experiences no oné could understand the
methods of keeping files at the agency completely?

A Not that one couldi no one does-

aQ Mo one does understand that. Your opinien is- it's

generally chactic at the agencys is that what you're telling

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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Sir. you testified that == let me ask you this-
There are very important purnoses served by
keeping records of who has been an agents is that correct?

A Yes-

Q one purpose would be if the person didn’t work
well as an agenti is that correct? |

A I don't see the point.

¢! I am not asking you whether you s@e the ogint of my
questionsa sir- Just try to answer them. If there is an
objection. the Judge will rule on them.

A What was your guestion again?

q One of the important nurogses of keeping files
on an agent, or an operative of the CIA- is to determine
whether that person worked out as an agent?

A If you wanted one of a myriad of reasons for doing
it. yes.

a There are a myriad of reasqns?

A Maintaining files on agents: yes-

a The ‘second reason would be whether he had been -~
whether his cover had been blown. so to speaki that is a
term that you would be familiar with. cover beinag blown?

A Yes.

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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McGehea-cross
That would be an important reason?

Yes.

a The third reason might be to keeo an -- accurate

information about the person. SO that if the agency was
called upon to uée that person again for some purogses it
could go tack to these files énd determine whether the agent
was blown. or whether the person didn't work out well. or
whether that person uas.a double agent. or as you say» a
myriad of reasonss is that correct?

A A myriad of reasons. yes:-

a Your testimony about some of the files. sir. is that)

these are files -- which only the soft file axists.: and no

other record of them existsy is that correct?

A There are two types of soft files.

your own that yau're going to use for whatever you want.

one is sort of an informal file that you set up on \
! l

You don't particularly care whether it gets -- it
is sort of a convenience file.
And there is one that is astablished that it
will deliberately not get into the permanent record system.
so that it can be destroyed easily. and there will nevér be
any record of sdéh-
2 You're sure about the existence of .those second

types of soft files: is that correct? That is clear in vour

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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A I believe it is menticned in the Rockefeller
Commission report-

Q T am talking about you-

A From my readings. Vves:

@ From your readings-

Now. did you testify~ sir» that the standard way of
operating an agents that the agent would have no abilitv to
contact back\the perscn who was operating him?

A That would be the ideal. not the standard:

Q That would be the ideal way?

A In a security sense it would be jdeal. but not
afficiency- There is a palance between security and
efficiency-

As we lzarn in our classroom exercise- tO te
perfectly clear. Yyou wouldn't have any conta;t with anygne:
But you wouldn't do very much- There is 3 palance there:

!

In an ideal situation you wauld have -~ where the
agent could notas would not know how to contact someone and
yet be efficient-

a you don't know whether it is the custonary and
standard ways 1is that right?

A yYou mean of my gun experiences or generally --

Q Is there 3 custom and practice in the CIA+ in vour

EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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Mcrehee-Craoss

It varies with the situation.

i

@ Now. sir. you testified that vou believe that the
primary function of the CIA is to conduct covert operationss \
ijs that your testimony?

A That is what the Church Committee report concluded.
a I am asking you what your testimony is.
bad
F g A It's quite obvious that is the purpose =7 the
! general purposes the major ourpose:
10
q Are you familiara sir. with the nroceadures that o
1 ~
into -- that is. the paperwork that goes into authorization
12
- for setting up 3 covert operation?
'y 13
e A Somewhat. yes:
14
Q Not fully familiar with it? ‘
15
A I have been involved in it. I don't know that I ‘
16
can remember every step:. !
17 | i
They change the procedures -~ the procedures have
i8 |
changed over the years. %
19 !
{Continued on next page-1} ‘
20 | \
b
!
0 \
2 |
|
' !
23 ‘
- 2 ‘
- |
25 }
EASTERN DISTRICT COURT REPORTERS

I‘ UNITED STATES SISTRICT COURT

B i



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

McGehee-cross~Kirby

Well, are you familiar with Executive Order 11905,

Would you identify it better than that?
I am sorry?

I don't know it by number. I might know it by

Concerning special activities of the CIA and
how those are to be authorized; are you familiar with that?

MR. KENNEDY: May we have a date of the Exacutive

MR. KIRBY: February, 1976.
MR. KENNEDY: Thank you.
A No. I would have to read it before I could tell
you what I know.
Q And are you £familiar with any of the other guideliné

with regard to authorization for setting up covert operations,

sir?
a Guidelines?
Q Yes.
A Yes.
Q Are you familiar with those? Are you familiar wizh

the approvals that are required for the setting up of a
covert operation?

A Yes, generally. And they vary with each situation.
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McGehee—cha- _.

Q '1s that at present rhey vary with each gituation
as far as you knew?

A The most current information is yes they do, most
of the current available information I should say- ’

Q well, would it be gair to say rhat any covert
operation 1aunched now, Sir. that it requires presidential
approval, presidential authorization?

A . Any? 1 am sure that some might require it.

The general procedure is =--

Q any "special activity" of the CIA?

e

any special activity?

Yes.

w0

No, not any.
The National security Council approves some covert
operations. some do not require National gecurity council

approval. Some possibly would require presidential approval.

T am not aware of that. But the National security council

peing an arm of the presidency is a very ciose relationship.
go if the National security Council approves of it, one
might assume that the president is aware of it.

Q Now, let me ask you this, do you xnow what special
activity -7 +he word "special activity“ that is @ rerm of
art, is it not? I mean that is 2 specific rerm that is

used in the CIA? Are Yyou familiar with that rerm at all?
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A T have heard it. The jiterature uses -7 Tocand

to think of covert operations and special activities as cne

and the same. \
Q That is how Yyou consider them, special act%vities

and covert activities, one and the same?

7 A That is how I would consider the term, Yes: the E
8 terms. \
9 Q Would it be fair to say that you are not familiar !

10 with then Executive Order 12036 which came out during- the

n middle of the Carter Administration which required that any
12 special activity of the CIA obtain presidential approval?
Y 13 Are you familiar with that? \
ot
14 A Any covert operations required sgecial approval

15 of the president? 1s that it?

16 Q Yes.
17 A T am not familiar with that at all, no. \
18 gut I think I would tend to guastion that without

19 reading it.
!
20 Q Now, let me just’ ask you one final question.

21 yYou are not aware. sir, of any secret rule of law

7 that provides that a CIA agent who testifys with regard to

23 facts in a case. that he is immune from periury. prosecution?
‘ 24 A The CIA agent is immune £from perjury? \
25 Q Yes.
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I know Helms was convicted of perjury.
Right.
For testifying.

n

Q Right. He perjured himself and he was convicted?
Isn't that right?

A Yes, with I think a $2,000 fine. And he went off.
And the fine was paid by the CIA or a CIA employee.

Q Well, he was the Director of the CIA?

A Right.

Q Would it be fair to say that if the Director is
not immune to perjury that any lesser officials, they wouldn't
be immune from perjury, is that right?

A The reason why I am pausing is there has been a
recent effort to make the CIA peéple immune £f£rom perjury.

I do not know whether that law has been passed or not.

But there have been efforts along those lines.

Q There have been?
[
A Yes sir, there has been.
Q But you don't know if those have been passed inte

law?
A That is right.
MR. KIRBY: Judge, would it be possible to téke
judicial notice of the fact that those laws cerctainly
are not on the books that vou anéd I can read.
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