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for psychological effect. F
or six years he had headed t 

foreign
 b

ran
ch

 of th
e P

aris office. O
rd

ered
 b

ack
 to 

D
zerzhinsky Square he often sat at the right hand of t 

C
hairm

an. 
H

e k
n

ew
 all ab

ou
t O

sw
ald

's p
ortfolio. H

e h
ad

 st 

d
ied

 it on
 several occasion

s h
op

in
g to u

se th
e m

an
 as 

m
eans of spreading disinform

ation. T
he verdict had al 

w
ays been negative. O

sw
ald's instability ruled him

 out. 

T
sym

b
al u

n
d

erstood
 th

e im
p

ortan
ce of th

e p
roj 

n
ow

 b
ein

g p
lan

n
ed

 an
d

 felt th
at h

is k
n

ow
led

ge o 

"
A

gen
ts of In

flu
en

ce"
 w

ou
ld

 b
e p

articu
larly h

elp
fu

l in
 

selecting either individuals or groups to assist in the as-

sassination. 
H

is dark suit, cleaned and pressed, w
ith a w

hite shirt 

an
d

 b
lu

e tie w
ere typ

ical of h
im

. "
I th

in
k

 O
sw

ald
 h

as 

m
an

y flaw
s. I'M

 in
terested

 in
 h

earin
g you

r an
alysis of 

w
hich one you think is so significant." 

Sem
ischastny leaned back in the chair. "It's sim

ple but 

d
an

gerou
s. H

e lack
s th

e cap
ab

ility of con
cen

tratin
g on

 

any given subject or endeavor until he reaches a state of 

accep
tab

le p
roficien

cy. H
e k

n
ow

s h
ow

 to d
o m

an
y 

things, but he does none of them
 w

ell." 

"
T

h
at is certain

ly a w
eak

n
ess, b

u
t are you

 su
re h

e 

needs such a degree of accom
plishm

ent to be included in 

our plans?" 
"

Y
es, h

e w
ou

ld
 h

ave to op
erate efficien

tly. I cou
ld

 

not trust him
 to carry out any assignm

ent, even the m
ost 

sim
ple arrangem

ent. H
is profile show

s that he w
as born 

in
 O

ctob
er, 1939; th

at m
ak

es h
im

 ab
ou

t tw
en

ty-fou
r. 

W
h

en
 h

e w
as a you

n
g b

oy, h
e w

as sen
t tw

ice for p
sy-

ch
iatric treatm

en
t. T

h
e d

iagn
osis is in

terestin
g. T

h
ey 

found him
 to be w

ithdraw
n and passive but capable of 

extrem
e aggressiveness." 

T
sym

bal interrupted. "I know
 the profile. T

hat afp!. 

aressive streak could be valuable. T
he other im

portant 

point in their finding is that he possesses an above aver,. 

age intelligence." 
"Y

es, he dem
onstrated both of theie traits during his 

visit to our country. T
he records show

ed that he arrived 

in
 M

oscow
 on

 O
ctob

er 16, 1959 an
d

 im
m

ed
iately ap

-

p
lied

 for citizen
sh

ip
. W

h
en

 h
e w

as tu
rn

ed
 d

ow
n

, h
e 

tried
 to com

m
it su

icid
e, an

 act of great aggression ,  

against him
self. H

e cam
e here after using a trick to get 

out of the M
arine C

orps; he faked a sick m
other so he 

cou
ld

 b
e d

isch
arged

 several m
on

th
s early. D

u
rin

g h
is 

tw
o an

d
 a h

alf years in
 th

is cou
n

try h
e b

ecam
e p

rofi-

cient in our language. H
e is intelligent. H

e left M
oscow

 

for the U
nited States in June of this year. H

ow
 can such 

a m
an be used?" 	

`. 

T
sym

b
al frow

n
ed

. E
ven

 w
ith

 th
e scow

l, n
o w

rin
k

les 

sh
ow

ed
 on

 h
is face. H

e h
ad

 th
e ap

p
earan

ce of a m
an

 

m
u

ch
 you

n
ger th

an
 h

is fifty-p
lu

s years, an
 op

en
 face' 

w
ith perfect features and heavy, brow

n, greying hair.."I 

believe w
e m

ay be m
aking a m

istake if you w
rite him

 off 

at this stage of the gam
e. T

he very instability you speak 

of m
ay be im

portant in our scenario. D
o you know

 the 

m
an w

ho is our contact w
ith him

?" 

"I'm
 not sure." 

"H
e's a m

an w
e've used on several occasions, alw

ays 

d
oes a good

 job
. W

e d
on

't get too in
volved

; a little 

m
oney now

 and then is about the size of it. H
is nam

e is 

G
eorge D

e M
oh

ren
sch

ild
t. H

e lives in
 T

exas. T
h

at's 

w
h

ere O
sw

ald
 w

as b
orn

. O
n

 occasion
s D

e M
oh

ren
-

sch
ild

t h
as w

ork
ed

 for b
oth

 th
e W

ited
 S

tates F
ed

eral 

i 
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B
u

reau
 of In

vestigation
 an

d
 th

e C
en

tral- In
telli 

A
gen

cy. T
h

ey k
n

ow
 th

at h
e w

ork
s for u

s, so th
ey 

him
 the sam

e w
ay w

e do, not too m
uch involvem

ent.' 
Sem

ischastny brightened. "I rem
em

ber him
. H

e 
som

ew
h

at h
elp

fu
l in

 Y
u

goslavia. H
is loyalties- m

 
back and forth. H

e did som
e w

ork for the F
rench inte 

gence, and I am
 certain during the w

ar he did valua 
w

ork for the N
azi organization in the U

nited States." 
T

sym
bal got out of the chair and started pacing. 

rich O
riental rug provided a silent platform

 for the n 
vous m

an. H
is hands w

ere clasped behind his back. " 
M

ohrenschildt has developed a close relationship w
i 

O
sw

ald. W
e set it up through the R

ussian com
m

unity 
D

allas. B
oth D

e M
ohrenschildt and his w

ife have be 
very h

elp
fu

l. O
sw

ald
's w

ife, M
arin

a, h
ad

 D
e M

oh
re 

schildt's nam
e w

hen she left R
ussia. She w

as expecting 
con

tact."
 T

sym
b

al stop
p

ed
 p

acin
g an

d
-w

alked behin 
the desk. H

e studied the portfolio over the C
hairm

an' 
shoulder. "H

ow
 do w

e feel about M
arina? D

oes she be 
long to us?" 

"N
ever has been a question.( H

er father w
as one of us 

an
d

, as a m
atter of fact, still is. W

e u
se h

im
 con

stan
tl 

at the factory level. M
arina is loyal to him

 and to R
us 

sia. W
e can depend on her to carry out any instructions. 

She's a sm
art girl. She studied to be a pharm

acist, and 
w

hen she graduated she w
ent to w

ork in the M
insk area. 

S
h

e w
as w

ork
in

g th
ere w

h
en

 O
sw

ald
 m

et h
er."

 , 
"

D
id

 w
e ask

 h
er to m

arry h
im

, or w
as sh

e on
 h

er 
ow

n
?"

 T
sym

b
al w

alk
ed

 b
ack

 an
d

 sat d
ow

n
 in

 fron
t of 

the desk. 
T

he C
hairm

an closed the folder and leaned forw
ard. 

"She w
as on her ow

n. W
e alm

ost stopped the affair but 
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then decided to let it continue. W
e have never asked her 

to w
ork for us but feel that she w

ould and that w
e could 

trust her im
plicitly." 

-W
h

y w
as sh

e allow
ed

 to leave R
u

ssia? It seem
s to 

m
e that the procedure w

as m
ost unusual." 

"
T

h
ey ap

p
lied

 for p
erm

ission
 to leave in

 Ju
ly, 1961 

an
d

 w
ere gran

ted
 th

at lib
erty on

 th
e F

irst of Ju
n

c,i 
1
9
6
2
."

 - 
"T

hat's only eleven m
onths. O

rdinarily, such papers 
take several years to clean" 

"It w
as done quickly. I personally authorized it. T

he 
A

m
erican

 E
m

b
assy h

ad
 exp

ressed
 an

 in
terest in

 h
im

, 
an

d
 th

e P
rem

ier w
as an

xiou
s to d

em
on

strate to th
e 

A
m

erican authorities som
e leniency in granting travel 

perm
ission. W

e did not really w
ant O

sw
ald in this coun-

try. T
here w

as no thought of granting him
 citizenship. 

H
e w

as on a year-to-year basis. W
e could see no reason 

to keep him
 here." 

"
I d

id
n

't ask
 ab

ou
t h

im
. I w

as m
ore cu

riou
s ab

ou
t 

her. She could have been a very im
portant vIpm

an for 
us. W

hy did w
e let her go?" 

"
S

h
e cou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 valu
ab

le h
ere. I th

ou
gh

t th
en

 
and still believe that she can be of greater value to us in 
the U

nited States if the tim
e com

es w
hen w

e w
ant to ac-

tivate h
er. D

on
't forget sh

e is in
 th

at cou
n

try legally, 
and- she is loyal to us." 

"D
o you see her involved in any w

ay in the assassina- 
tion

?"
 

"
N

o, b
u

t you
 m

ay h
ave som

e id
eas. If you

 can
 com

e 
up w

ith a w
ay to use O

sw
ald, then it is possible that w

e 
cou

ld
 activate h

er. I'm
 exactly 'w

h
ere I w

as w
h

en
 w

e 
started this conversation. I don't know

 how
 w

e can use 
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h
im

, an
d

 th
ere is n

o p
ossib

ility of u
sin

g h
er w

it 
h

im
."

 

"It seem
s to m

e that som
ething m

ight be w
orked 

I am
 exploring several possibilities. L

et m
e think a 

it for a few
 days. O

sw
ald could be that em

otionally 
stab

le d
issid

en
t w

h
o d

en
ou

n
ced

 h
is A

m
erican

 citiz 
ship, tried to live in this country and finally lost cont 
of h

im
selflo th

e p
oin

t w
h

ere h
e w

ou
ld

 assassin
ate t 

P
resid

en
t."

 
T

he C
hairm

an stood 
a
n
d
 w

alk
ed

 tow
ard

 th
e d

b
o 

T
h

is sign
aled

 th
e en

d
 of th

e con
feren

ce. "
If I 

d
id

n
 

have a d
in

n
er en

gagem
en

t, w
e cou

ld
 eat togeth

er. T
b

 
id

ea of u
sin

g O
sw

ald
 is in

terestin
g. M

ayb
e you

 con
] 

w
ork

 it ou
t. D

rop
 in

 tom
orrow

, an
d

 w
ell talk

 ab
ou

t i 
m

ore." H
e opened the door and w

aited for the D
epu 

D
irector to leave. 

T
sym

b
al took

 h
is tim

e p
u

ttin
g on

 th
e greatcoat an

 
fur hat. A

s he w
alked through the open door, he turn 

to the C
hairm

an. "V
ladim

ir, I'm
 glad w

e're w
orking t. 

 
geth

er on
 th

is. I'll 
fin

d
 a

 w
a
y to u

se th
e m

an
, O

sw
ald

. 
See you in the m

orning."- 

T
h

e C
h

airm
an

 closed
 th

e d
oor, w

alk
ed

 b
ack

 to h
is 

d
esk

 an
d

 p
ick

ed
 u

p
 th

e p
h

on
e. A

 w
om

an
's voice an

-
sw

ered, "Y
es; Sir." Sem

ischastny spoke softly. "B
ring 

in. the file on G
eorge and Jean D

e M
ohrenschildt." H

e 
hung up the phone and leaned back in his chair. H

is efes 
w

ere tired
, b

u
t th

e b
u

sin
ess ath

an
d

 w
as p

ressin
g. H

e 
w

ould read the D
e M

ohrenschildt 
file b

efore goin
g to 

dinner. 

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

. 1963. Saul sat in the lobby of the E
den A

u 
L

ac H
otel.. T

he sun had just set in Z
urich. E

ven at this 
early h

ou
r th

e lob
b

y w
as crow

d
ed

 w
ith

 gu
ests tak

in
g 

advantage of the cocktail hour. F
rom

 5 until 8 o'clock 
drinks are served from

 a sm
all rolling bar. 	

• 
F

acing the lake, the hotel is just tw
o blocks from

 the 
heart of the financial district. T

he E
den A

u L
ac offers 

la
rg

e ro
o

m
s a

n
d

 su
ites a

n
d

 first-cla
ss seiice to

 a
 

w
ealthy clientele. T

his hotel and the B
auer A

u L
ac, lo-

cated
 across th

e en
d

 of th
e lak

e, are con
sid

ered
 to b

e 
tw

o of the finest on the C
ontinent. 

T
he lobby consists of several sm

all room
s capable of 

seating over a hundred guests w
hile m

aintaining a cozy, 
in

tim
ate atm

osp
h

ere. O
n

 th
is even

in
g crystal ch

an
d

e-
liers softly illu

m
in

ated
 each

 of the sm
all room

s. T
h

e 
d

eep
 rose carp

et seem
ed

 to reflect a p
in

k
ish

 glow
. 

G
uests w

ere seated in clusters around sm
all, elegantly 

appointed tables w
hile black-tied w

aiters m
oved rapidly 

to keep all glasses fined. 
S

au
l sat alon

e at on
e of th

e sm
all tab

les._H
e d

ran
k

 

45 



10- fo
. 

' 

4
: 

4
,
4fr' - 1

. 

In D
allas, Jack R

uby w
as going about his norm

al busi-

ness, never dream
ing that the event about to take place 

w
ould rocket him

 into the kind of recognition he'd al-

w
ays w

anted but could never achieve. 
A

lso in D
allas G

eorgi V
isko alias S

aul w
as sitting far 

enough back from
 an open w

indow
 in the C

ounty R
ec-

o
rd

s B
u
ild

in
g
 so

 th
at h

e an
d
 h

is h
ig

h
-p

o
w

ered
 rifle 

could not be observed, w
aiting to earn his m

oney. 

In a lim
ousine directly beneath the gunm

an rode P
res-

ident Joh4 F
. K

ennedy and his w
ife, w

ith G
overnor and 

M
rs. John C

onnally. 
L

y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, fh

e V
ice P

resid
en

t o
f th

e U
n
ited

 

S
tates, w

as rid
in

g
 in

 a car in
 b

ack
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
-

n
ed

y
's car. H

e w
aited

 an
d
 w

o
n
d
ered

 w
h
en

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 

hear the shots that w
ould m

ake him
 the P

resident of the 

U
nited S

tates and the m
ost pow

erful m
an in the w

orld. 

O
n

 th
e six

th
 flo

o
r o

f th
e B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 b

u
ild

in
g
 

w
as the m

ost tragic figure of the plot, L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald

, w
ith the sam

e cheap rifle he had purchased to fire 

at G
eneral W

alker. H
e'd w

anted so badly to serve that 

h
is n

eed
 h

ad
 b

lin
d
ed

 h
is ju

d
g
m

en
t an

d
 m

ad
e h

im
 an 

easy m
ark for the clever m

en w
ho had m

anipulated him
. 

A
lb

e
rt O

sb
o
rn

e
 w

a
s p

ro
b
a
b
ly

 in
 D

a
lla

s. H
is 

cham
eleon-like qualities m

ake it im
possible to pin him

 

dow
n at the exact hour, but he w

as hovering close by. 

w
atching for the result of his handiw

ork. 
T

he P
residential lim

ousine sw
ung left on M

ain S
treet. 

Jack K
ennedy felt exhilarated. H

e sm
iled and w

aved to 

countless friendly faces. T
he w

arm
 sun on his back gave 

him
 a feeling of peace. 

T
he pain in his throat w

as sudden and severe, lik
e a 

cram
p
 in his w

indpipe, if such a thing w
ere possible. H

is 

202 

hands m
oved tow

ards his neck. H
e w

ould loosen his col-

lar; th
at w

o
u
ld

 h
elp

. H
e h

o
p

ed
 it w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t in

terfere 

w
ith his address at the luncheon. 	

D
eath can he 

sudden. D
eath can be sw

ift. A
ll m

en die. T
he tim

e, the 

plate are not know
n. F

or P
resident K

ennedy the tim
e 

w
as 12:28 p.m

. N
ovem

ber 22, 1963. 
N

ow
 S

aul sw
ung his rifle at O

sw
ald and took a per-

fect bead sight over his heart. H
e w

aited for the return 

fire from
 the S

ecret S
ervice clustered around the P

resi-

d
en

t. S
eco

n
d
s p

assed
. N

o
th

in
g
! N

o
 sh

o
ts w

ere fired
. 

S
aul, furious at not being able to com

plete his contract, 

low
ered his rifle and put it back inside his clothes. H

e 

left the C
ounty R

ecords B
uilding and in tw

o hours w
as 

out of the U
nited States. 

T
he w

ord flashed around the w
orld. "P

resident K
en-

nedy has been killed, assassinated, m
urdered." In M

os-
cow

 Sem
ischastny, T

syrnbaL
,,even M

axim
illian, raised 

their glasses of vodka. T
he C

hairm
an's voice w

as h
igh

 

and elated. "T
o a job w

ell done, M
ikhail—

M
ax." 

In
 M

exico C
ity N

ech
ip

oren
k

o received
 th

e n
ew

s, 

sm
iled

 an
d

 p
u

t it asid
e as h

e m
oved

 to oth
er p

ressin
g 

ignm
ents. 

In H
aiti D

e M
ohrenschildt turned to the C

onsul and 
asked, "I w

onder if a m
an by the nam

e of O
sw

ald did 
it?

"
 

In W
ashington, D

.C
. H

erm
an K

im
sey listened alone 

d w
ept. A

llen D
ulles received the new

s and w
ondered 

ow
 B

obby K
ennedy felt. 

A
t th

e h
op

sital, L
yn

d
on

 Joh
n

son
 w

as sh
ak

en
 an

d
 

k
in

g. "
T

h
e P

resid
en

t is d
ead

. L
on

g live th
e P

resi-
t." Johnson hoped so. 

In a sleezy bar in D
allas a cocktail w

aitress answ
ered 
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