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In 	
1977, ; th

e 	
com

m
ercial 	

p
ress 	

of 
A

m
erica m

ay b
e facin

g its ow
n

 W
atergate, 

its D
reyfu

s scan
d

al, in
 th

e con
gression

al 
attem

p
t to re-op

en
 th

e in
vestigation

 of th
e 

assassin
ation

 of Joh
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y. If th

is 
in

q
u

iry
 is a

llo
w

ed
 to

 p
ro

ceed
 freely

, its 
victim

s m
ay n

ot b
e th

e C
IA

 an
d

 th
e F

B
I 

b
u

t T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork

 T
im

es, T
im

e m
agazin

e, 
the w

ire services, an
d

 th
e n

etw
ork

' n
ew

s , 
d

ep
artm

en
ts. 	

N
o im

P
artial con

gression
al ,  

in
vestigation

 can
 fail to d

isclose th
at th

e 
n

atio
n

al p
ress m

isled
 th

e co
u

n
try

 in
 its 

treatm
en

t o
f th

e ev
en

ts o
f N

o
v

em
b

er, 
1163. 

.. - its m
ore ed

itorially w
eigh

ted
 S

u
n

d
ay eal- 

Lion
s. O

n
 S

u
n

d
ay, N

ovem
b

er 21, 1976, th
e 

T
im

es w
eek

-in
-rev

iew
 sectio

n
 ca

rried
 a

 
prom

inently 	
featu

red
 	

article 	
en

titled
 

"
W

h
y A

n
oth

er A
ssassin

ation
 In

q
u

iry?"
 

S
et off b

y a p
h

otograp
h

 of th
e K

en
n

ed
ys 

an
d

 Joh
n

 C
on

n
ally in

 T
exas, th

is article 
d

iscu
ssed

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 K

in
g m

u
rd

ers 
as "lon

g p
ast even

ts" an
d

 im
p

lied
 th

at little 
cou

ld
 b

e learn
ed

 from
 a n

ew
 in

vestigation
. 

 A
b

n
k

t six
 w

eek
s la

ter, o
n

 J
a

n
u

a
ry

 2
, 

1977, are S
unday T

im
es carried a lengthy 

article in its new
s section entitled "C

oun- 
set in A

ssassination In
q

u
iry O

ften
 T

arget 

In
 th

e afterm
ath

 of K
en

n
ed

y's d
eath

, a - 
n

u
m

b
er of jou

rn
alists su

ffered
 a reversion

 
to 	

a 	
ch

ild
's 	

fixation
 	

u
p

on
 	

an 	
archaic • 

, 	
crim

e. 	
In

 th
is fixed

 id
ea, a p

ictu
re-b

ook
 . 

Joh
n

 	
W

ilk
es 	

B
ooth 	

etern
ally 	

rises 	
to 

th
reaten

 a p
ictu

re-b
ook

 A
b

rah
am

 L
in

coln
. 

S
u

d
d

en
ly

 o
v
erta

k
en

 b
y
 th

e rea
lities o

f 
. 1963, th

e p
ress d

ealt w
ith

 th
e situ

ation
 b

y 
tu

rn
in

g a con
tem

p
orary assassin

ation
 in

to 
a scen

ario in
 w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 b

ecam
e B

ooth
 

an
d

 K
en

n
ed

y b
ecam

e L
in

coln
. T

h
is scen

a- 
rio is closer to fan

tasy th
an

 h
istory, an

d
 it 

is fro
zen

 fo
r p

o
sterity

 in
 W

illiam
 M

an
- 

ch
ester's h

ysterical b
ook

 •ab
ou

t th
e K

en
- 

, 
W

ick
er's article typ

ifies th
e ju

m
p

in
g to 

con
clu

sion
s w

h
ich

 h
eigh

ten
ed

 p
u

b
lic re-

sen
tm

en
t tow

ard
 O

sw
ald

, th
e on

ly jailed
 

su
sp

ect in
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y case. 	
In

 th
e fol- 

lo
w

in
g
 h

o
u

rs, th
e T

im
es b

eca
m

e ev
en

 
' su

rer o
f itself. 	

O
n

 N
ovem

b
er 25, 196$, 

th
e very day of its "Spiral of H

ate" editori-
al, th

e T
im

es' 8-colu
m

n
 h

ead
lin

e con
victed

 
: O

sw
ald

 of m
u

rd
erin

g th
e P

resid
en

t. 	
T

h
e 

h
ead

lin
e's 	

first 	
line: 	

"P
R

E
SID

E
N

T
'S 

A
S

S
A

S
S

IN
 S

H
O

T
 T

O
 D

E
A

T
H

."
 T

h
e arti-

d
e accom

p
an

yin
g th

is inflam
m

atory head-
line also convicted a legally innocent m

an. 
G

lad
w

in
 H

ill, a T
im

es rep
orter, op

en
ed

 h
is 

. 	
• 

. 	
-

h  

4111k
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*
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4
 	

4
 

'
 

a .
 

• 
• 

. ,..14 	
An—

 	
L

 	
... 

, 
fir' 

i 	
• 

. 	
, 

F 
- ••• 	

X
 6 

ak 	
a

l 
 

A 
• 

ft 	
, i 

...!
. 	

.... 
 

itri 	
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1. 	
1, 

.- 	
•  

-AIR 
T

H
E

 M
O

M
E

N
T

—
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, M

s fa
ce h

id
d

en
 b

y
 th

e rea
r v

iew
 m

irro
r, th

rea
ts h

is h
a

n
d

 a
cr 'o

r
l,r

; 

b
o
d

y
 a

fter b
ein

g
 stru

ck
 b

y
 th

e a
ssa

ssin
's b

u
llet. L

eft, w
ith

 h
is b

eck
 tu

rn
ed

, h
 T

essa
 G

o
v
. C

o
n

n
a
lly

, a
lso

 h
it 

b
y
 b

u
llets. M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
, p

a
rtia

lly
 o

b
tcu

red
, is a

t th
e P

resid
en

t's rig
h

t, h
er Ish

ite.g
lo

v
ed

 h
a

n
d

 o
n

 h
is a

rm
. 

-- - - - 
-- 

T
H

E
 M

O
M

E
N

T
—

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y
, L

ie fee*
 h

id
d

en
 b

y
 th

e rea
r v

ies: m
irro

r, th
ru

sts 	
'...d

.i."
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"
"

P"
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b
o
d

y
 a

fte
r
 b

e
in

g
 a

r
o
&

 b
y
 d

ie
 a

ssa
u

a
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I b

id
( tu

rn
ed
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  t ru

sc
o

h
ts h

a
n

d
 ;cro

ss 
hie 

b
y
 b

u
llets. M

rs. K
en

n
ed

y
, p

a
rtia

lly
 o

b
scu

red
, is a

t th
e P

resid
en

t's rig
h

t, h
er'.w

h
iet:7;lo

v
ed.  h

a
n

d
.olln

.h
t
  a

r
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It w
o
u
ld

 b
e p

o
in

tless to
 resu

rrect th
is 

lapse of the F
ourth E

state w
ere it not for 

the fact that m
uch of the press is repeating 

its past m
istakes in its coverage of the cur-

ren
t H

o
u
se S

elect C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssas,  

sinations. 
In S

eptem
ber of 1976, the U

nited S
tates, 

H
ouse of R

epresentatives set up a S
elect 

C
o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 

th
e co

m
m

ittee's p
rim

ary
 p

u
rp

o
se is to

 , 

investigate the m
urders- of- both John F

. 

k
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
, th

e 

p
ress an

d
 th

e p
u
b
lic h

av
e ten

d
ed

 to
 g

iv
e 

g
reater atten

tio
n
 to

 th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 assas-

sination. T
he chief counsel for this lielect 

com
m

ittee is R
ichard S

prague, at one tim
e 

first assistan
t d

istrict atto
rn

ey
 o

f P
h
ila-

d
elp

h
ia. T

h
e ch

o
ice o

f S
p
rag

u
e seem

s 

ap
p
o
site in

 v
iew

 o
f th

is p
ro

secu
to

r's in
-

dependence from
 political pressure and his 

ach
iev

em
en

t o
f co

n
v
ictin

g
 u

n
io

n
 lead

er 

T
ony B

oyle for com
plicity in the m

urders 

of B
oyle's union rival, Joseph Y

ablonski, 

and Y
ablonski's w

ife and daughter. 

T
he S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations 

has been established partly in response to 

public and congressional doubts concern-

in
g
 th

e fin
d
in

g
s o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
, A

 recen
t G

allu
p
 p

o
ll in

d
icates th

at 

about 80%
 of the A

m
erican people reject 

the W
arren C

om
m

ission's conclusion that 

a lo
n
e sn

ip
er k

illed
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
. 

L
ast spring the S

enate Intelligence C
orn-

m
ittee fo

u
n
d
 so

 m
an

y
 co

n
trad

ictio
n
s re-

g
ard

in
g
 circu

m
stan

ces su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 L

ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald that it voted w

ithout ob-

jection to recom
m

end a congressional in-

vestigation of O
sw

ald's m
otives for killing 

K
ennedy. 
O

n
e w

o
u
ld

 th
in

k
 th

at th
e A

m
erican

 

press, if only to allay public and congress-

io
n
al d

o
u
b
ts, w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e an
 in

terest in
 

seein
g
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 case reo

p
en

ed
. Y

et 

instead of supporting this com
m

ittee, influ-

en
tial m

em
b
ers o

f th
is co

u
n
try

's co
m

-

m
ercial press are now

 engaged in an effort 

to discredit the S
elect C

om
m

ittee on A
ssas-

sinations. 
L

ead
in

g
 th

is effo
rt are th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 

T
im

es and T
im

e m
agazine. T

he T
im

es has 

b
een

 p
lacin

g
 an

ti-co
m

m
ittee articles in

  

o
f C

riticism
." In

 v
iew

 o
f S

p
rag

u
e's su

- - 

perior record, the shortcom
ings in his w

ork 

raised
 b

y
 th

is p
iece are relativ

ely
 m

in
o
r. 

T
his article, how

ever, is one of the m
any 

w
h
ich

 h
as created

 a n
eg

ativ
e p

o
rtrait o

ft 

S
prague iii the public m

ind. In it S
prague 

is characterized as having a "controversial 

background." T
he adjective in this phrase 

h
as left its m

ark
.. T

o
d
ay

, th
e m

ed
ia's 

stan
d
ar&

 ep
ith

et fo
r S

p
rag

u
e is "co

n
tro

-

versial prosecutor," and now
 there m

ay be 

n
o
 w

ay
 to

 sav
e th

is co
m

m
ittee w

ith
o
u
t 

sacrificing S
prague to his critics. 

T
im

e m
ag

azin
e, w

o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 less 

su
b
tle

ty
, re

c
e
n
tly

 u
se

d
 its "N

a
tio

n
" 

sectio
n
 to

 create d
o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t th

e select k 

co
m

m
ittee. Its Jan

u
ary

 1
0
th

 issu
e ran

 an
 

article ten
d
en

tio
u
sly

 en
titled

 "S
p
rag

u
e's 

S
p
raw

l." T
im

e's p
ro

se tu
rn

ed
 th

e co
m

-

m
ittee 's in

v
estig

ativ
e staff in

to
 "th

e 

n
ew

est co
n
g
ressio

n
al em

p
ire;" an

d
 th

e 

in
q
u
iry

's p
ro

jected
 tim

e sp
an

 b
ecam

e an
 

epoch beyond m
ortal reckoning ("no pru-

d
en

t actu
ary

 w
o
u
ld

 d
are to

 p
red

ict h
o
w

 

long it m
ay last"). 

D
istortions such as these have aroused 

su
ch

 d
o
u
b
ts am

o
n
g
 m

ed
ia-co

n
scio

u
s 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 leg

islato
rs th

at th
e co

m
m

it-

tee's investigation m
ay be called off by the 

H
o
u
se o

f R
ep

resen
tativ

es. B
efo

re th
is 

happens, w
e should consider the reasons 

w
hy the press has been so sensitive regard- - 

ing the K
ennedy assassination. 

O
n N

ovem
ber 22, 1963, a president w

as 

killed, and the national m
edia had no his-

to
rical reso

u
rces to

 b
rin

g
 to

 th
e ev

en
t. 

K
ennedy had been riding so high and \ the 

p
ress h

ad
 b

een
 so

 in
fatu

ated
 w

ith
 h

is 

su
ccess th

at h
is m

u
rd

er created
 a v

o
i 

a
n
 e

m
p
tin

e
ss in

 th
e
 m

e
d
ia

's id
e
a
 

A
m

erica's history.  

nedy assassination, T
he D

eath of a- P
resi-

dent. T
he M

anchester fantasy does, how
-

ever, help to explain the extrem
e contra-

d
ictio

n
s w

h
ich

 ap
p
eared

 in
 th

e m
ed

ia's 

reporting of the events surrounding K
en-

nedy's death. 
S

h
o
rtly

 after th
e assassin

atio
n
, o

n
 

N
ovem

ber 25, 1963, T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

w
rote an indignant editorial in responde to 

the killing of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. E
ntitled 

"S
piral of H

ate," the editorial blam
ed this 

m
u
rd

er o
n
, am

o
n
g
 o

th
ers, th

e D
allas 

authorities and those m
em

bers of the press 

w
ho turned O

sw
ald's jail appearance into 

a m
ed

ia ev
en

t. In
 th

ese p
arag

rap
h
s, th

e 

T
im

es displayed sensitivity regarding the 

legal rights of O
sw

ald. T
he editorial noted 

that O
sw

ald w
as declared guilty by D

allas 

law
 enforcem

ent officials "before any in-

d
ictm

en
t h

ad
 b

een
 retu

rn
ed

 o
r an

y
 ev

i-

d
en

ce p
resen

ted
 an

d
 in

 th
e face o

f co
n
-

tinued denials by the prisoner." 
O

ne w
ould not guess from

 this editorial 

that the T
im

es w
as an active contributor to 

th
e 

atm
o
sp

h
ere o

f h
y
steria in

 w
h
ich

 

O
sw

ald w
as m

urdered. D
uring the inter-

v
al b

etw
een

 N
o
v
em

b
er an

d
 N

o
v
em

b
er 

2
4
, the T

im
es had determ

ined that O
sw

ald 

w
as guilty; and m

ore than once this new
s-

p
ap

er ex
p
licitly

 lab
eled

.- O
sw

ald
 as th

e 

"p
resid

en
t's assassin

." O
n
 th

e d
ay

 after 

th
e assassin

atio
n
, N

o
v
em

b
er 2

3
, T

o
m

 

W
ick

er's lead
 sto

ry
 o

n
 K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
 

blam
ed the assassination on a single per-

so
n
 (called

 "an
 assassin

" o
r "th

e k
iller") 

w
ho "fired the rifle from

 a building just off 

the m
otorcade route." W

icker w
as w

riting 

only hours after the killing, but, S
herlock 

H
om

es-like, he pre"-'nted as facts: 1) the 

ex
isten

ce o
f a lo

n
e assassin

; an
d
 2

) th
e 

location of the assassin's point of firing.  

story by referring to "P
resident kennedy's 

assassin, L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald." 
T

here w
as no conscious hypocrisy in the 

T
im

es double portrait of O
sw

ald. T
he days 

im
m

ediately follow
ing the assassination 

w
ere m

ark
ed

 b
y
 a p

an
ic in

 w
h
ich

 n
ew

s-

paper and television journalists fell into a 

rage for order. If the pieces of the puzzle 

did not fit the B
ooth-L

incoln scenario, then 

th
ey

 w
ere altered

 to
 fit. T

h
e m

o
st strik

-

ing alteration of the pieces did not, how
:
  

ever, concern w
ritten journalism

 but rather 

the photographic docum
entation surround-

in
g
 th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
. ' 

M
uch of the alteration of assassination 

photographs is a m
atter of record. In ex-

h
ib

its co
n
tain

ed
 in

 V
o
lu

m
e X

X
I o

f th
e 

W
arren C

om
m

ission's evidences, for ex,  

am
ple, W

e, N
ew

sw
eek, and T

he N
ew

 Y
ork 

T
im

es all ad
m

it to
 h

av
in

g
 reto

u
ch

ed
 fo

r 

publication a photograph in w
hich O

sw
ald 

su
p
p
o
sed

ly
 h

o
ld

s th
e m

u
rd

er w
eap

o
n
 in

 

his hand. T
his photograph is surrounded 

by uncertainty. It m
ysteriously appeared 

about tw
o m

onths after O
sw

ald's death; its 

quality is poor; and it m
ay have been al-

tered prior to its acquisition by journalists. 

Y
et W

e, N
ew

sw
eek

 an
d
 T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 

T
im

es, instead of ascertaining this photo-

graph's authenticity, cavalierly retouched 

and then published it as one m
ore piece of 

evidence against O
sw

ald. 
T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission itself w
as not 

above altering photographic evidence in 

order to m
ake the visual docum

ents sup-

port the orthodox hypothesis that K
ennedy 

w
as slain froM

 behind by a single sniper. 

V
olum

e X
V

III of the W
arren C

om
m

ission's 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts p
rin

ts a len
g
th

y
 seq

u
en

ce o
f 

fram
es fro

m
 A

b
rah

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er's 8

m
m

 

film
 o

f th
e p

resid
en

t's assassin
atio

n
. 

T
hese fram

es do not support the C
om

m
is-

sion's hypothesis about the shots from
 the 

rear inasm
uch as the film

, beginning w
ith

.  

fram
e 314, show

s K
ennedy's head lurching 

b
ack

w
ard

s rath
er th

an
 fo

rw
ard

 u
p
o
n
 th

e 

im
p
act o

f th
e m

o
st sev

ere h
ead

 w
o
u
n
d
. 

Instead of confronting this contradiction, 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 sim

p
ly

 cu
t th

e 

p
ieces to

 fit its h
y
p
o
th

esis b
y
 rev

ersin
g
 

and then incorrectly num
bering fram

es 314 

and 315. T
his alteration is m

eant to give 

T
hese tw

o photographs are both reproductions of the A
ltgens photograph w

hich appeared in 

the late city edition of the N
ew

 Y
ork

. H
erald T

ribune on S
aturday, N

ovem
ber 23, 1963, the 

d
ay

 after th
e assassin

atio
n
. T

h
e fo

rg
ed

 rear-v
iew

 m
irro

r ap
p
ears ju

st ab
o
v
e K

en
n
ed

y
's 

clenched fist. A
 rectangle has been draw

n on the photograph at the right so that the reader 

can see in the upper right section of the rectangle part of the actual rear-view
 m

irror w
hich is 

attached to the P
resident's w

indshield. T
he caption directly beneath each photograph is the 

H
erald T

ribune's. 



    

        

        

  

In 1977, the commercial press of America may be facing 

its own Watergate, its Dreyfuss, scandal, in the congressional attempt 

to re-open the investigation of the assassination of John Kennedy. 

 

        

  

the reader of Volume XVIII the impression 
that Kennedy's head was driven forward 
for a moment on being hit.  

This transposition of frames, the only 
such reversal in Volume XVIII; is easy to 
detect. The placements of a woman's 
shadow in the background makes the 
change immediately evident to the eye. 
Yet when the Warren Commission volumes 
were released in the fall of 1964, no one in 
the national press called attention to this 
crucial reversal of frames. 

The media's most perplexing manipula-
tion of a visual document concerns a photo-
graph which played a large role in aiding 
the Warren Commission's determination of 
the exact timing of the Kennedy shooting. 
This photograph was made by Dallas. 
Associated Press photographer and news 
photo editor James Altgens during the 
assassination itself. It was taken from a 
position in front of the presidential limou-
sine and depicts Kennedy, visible 'through 
the windshield, after he had been hit the 
first time but before he received. his fatal 
head wounds. Altgens' pcisition on Elm 
Street gave him-an open view of Kennedy's 
face. In the photograph, however, there 
seems to be one obstacle to our view of 
Kennedy. This is a rear-view mirror, 
which, suspended over the windshield, 
blocks our view of Kennedy's face. This 
mirror appears in prints of the picture 
published all-over the world (as well as in 
those prints studied by the Warren Corn-
missions investigators and published in 
its volumes). 	- 

This Altgens shot is one of the most 
eloquent pictures in the history of photo-
journalism. Within it there are memorable 
details such as the gloved hand of Mrs. 
Kennedy supporting the arm of her hus-
band. This picture is also an AP photo- - 
graph taken by a skilled professional 
who had been working for the Associated 

thiii 25 years: It issurely 
among the handful of great historical news 
photographs; and one would expect to fmd 
it featured in the AP's recently published 
collection of news photographs, The In-
stant It Happened. It is jolting to open this 
book to the Kennedy assassination section 
and not find this photograph among the 
AP's selections. 

This omission in The Instant It Hap- 
pened may make more sense after we 
study the Altgens photograph. A scruti-
nizing look quickly discloses that Altgens 
did have a basically unobstructed view of 
the president's face and that the rear-view 

mirror blocking most of Kennedy's face 
from view 4s' been drawn over the pic-
ture by a (retouching-hand. Again;  
it'does not take an expert on photographic 
forgery to see that the mirror has been 
drawn over the photograph. In fact, the , 
re-touching job is so careless that the real 
rear-view mirror,  somewhat obscured by 
the tinted glass of the windshield, is partly -
visible almost directly above the drawn-in, 
forged mirror. 	. 

Why was this photograph altered and 
by. whom?' I telephoned James Altgens 
in Dallas to ask him about the photograph. 
He said that he had no reason to suppose 
that the AP had ever altered one of his 
photographs. He also spoke of various AP 
policies: 1) The AP rarely retouches a 
photograph; 2) retouching is done only for 
reasons of pictoriab 	and, 3) ,.the-",- 
subscriber to the AP is always notified of 
the retouching. I was interested to learn of 
this third policy; it is one which every 
publication should follow whenever any 

      

      

      

      

      

        



kind of alteration is performed on a photo-
graph. Mr. Altgens was generous with his ' 
time and his recollections of his camera 
work in Dallas on the day of the assassina-
tion. He put me in touch with the New 
York AP office, and I now have an appoint- 
ment to visit The Associated Press in New  
York to look at its Altgens photographs. 

This Altgens photograph raises many 
questions. Why were the Warren Corn- 
missidn investigators given this altered 
photograph to work with? Why hasn't the 
tampering with this photograph been 
noticed by the national press? Why have 
books and newspapers all over the world 
printed this photograph with captions 
erroneously explaining that Kennedy's 
face is blocked from view by the mirror? 

It is surprising that newspaper editors 
did not see at once that in Altgens photo- 
graph there are two rear view mirros on the 
presidential windshield, one real and one 
forged? On the day after the assassina- 
don, November 23, 1963, the late city edi- 
tiOn of the New York Herald Tribune used 
a blow-up of this Altgens photograph in 
which part of the actual mirror of the presi- 
dential limousine is plainly visible -above 
the forged mirror. In fact, even if the real 
mirror were not visible, it would be easy 
to spot the forged mirror by comparing a 
photograph of the Altgen's widshield with 
the other photographs available to us of 
the windshield of the presidential limou-
sine. If we take two photographs, the 
standard Altgens print and an unaltered 
photograph of the windshield, we discover 
that the forged mirror has been placed 
closer to the dashboard than the more ele- 
vated actual rear-view mirror. Among the 
many appearances of the altered Alt- 
gens 'photograph, the Herald Tri'bune's 
version is particularly .striking in that the 
forged mirror is drawn in so lightly that we 
can see the outline of the rear of John 
COnnally's head beneath it. 

The alteration of the Altgens photograph 
may explain why it is not included in the 
AP collections, The Instant It Happened. 

, Although an AP official in the New York 
office assured me that this was not the 
reason for its ommission, I believe that the 
question of its nonappearance in The In-
stant It Happened has not been fully ex- 

plained. 
Exact/Sr who altered the Altgens' photo-

graph is not a matter of immediate con-
cern. What is important is that the alter-
ation is part of the pattern of misrepre-
ientation which has characterized much of - 
the media's coverage of 0xe dkermedy 
assassination for a period of about thirteen 
years. This misrepresentation helps to 
explain why the press is not eager to see 
the current congressional investigation 
proceed with, an inquiry into Kennedy's 
death. As an institution, the commercial 
press does not want to look back on its own 
failures. 

The media's lapses in the Kennedy case 
indicate that the press fails whenever it 
places the interpretation of events before 
the reporting of events. Perhaps it is too 
much to ask of journalists that, they en-
counter fresh historical circumstances with 
detachment and impartiality. But nothing 
less will do if the press is to serve its 'pri-
mary function of telling the truth. 

It will be unfortunate if pressure from 
the commercial media 'shuts down" the 
House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions...The question this committee should 
answer is not, "Who killed Kennedy?" 
but. "Who controls public information?" 


