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E
x-O

fficial C
alls Internm

ent of Japanese 'H
um

ane' 
Special Parse N

ew
 Y

ork T
IT

IV
4 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, N

ov. 3 —
 John J. 

M
cC

loy, form
er A

ssistant S
ecretary of 

W
ar, today defended the in

tern
m

en
t of 

Japanese-A
m

ericans in W
orld W

ar 11 as 
"

reason
ab

ly u
n

d
ertak

en
 an

d
 th

ou
gh

t-
fu

lly an
d

 h
u

m
an

ely con
d

u
cted

."
 

M
r. M

rC
loy. on

e of th
e k

ey G
overn

-
m

en
t officials w

h
o oversaw

 th
e reloca-

tion
 p

rogram
, said

 he m
ight again sup-

port the w
artim

e resettlem
ent of U

nited 
S

tates citizens because of th
eir n

ation
al 

h
eritage. 
T

h
e 87-year-old

 retired
 d

ip
lom

attti-
fied

 b
efore th

e C
om

m
ission

 on
 W

artim
e 

R
elocation

 an
d

 In
tern

m
en

t of C
ivilian

s, 
w

h
ich

 w
a

s ch
a

rted
 b

y
 C

o
n

g
ress la

st 
year to d

eterm
in

e w
h

eth
er th

e 120,000 
J
a
p

a
n

ese-A
m

erica
n

s w
h

o
 w

ere u
p

-
rooted

 from
 th

eir h
om

es on
 th

e W
est 

C
o
a
st a

n
d

 relo
ca

ted
 in

 ca
m

p
s in

 th
e 

E
ast an

d
 M

id
d

le W
est in

 1942 w
ere en

ti-
tled to co m

pensa I ion. 
T

o th
e som

etim
es vocal d

isagreem
en

t 
of Japanese-A

m
ericans seated in the 

S
enate caucus room

. M
r. M

cC
loy said 

that no financial reparation w
as ow

ed 
the civilians relocated under the pro-
gram

. 
T

he w
ar "caused disnipt ion in all nor 

lives," he said. "It isn't feasible for us 
new

, 40 years after the act. to redistrih-
ute the dam

ages." 

M
r. M

cC
oy, a W

all Street law
yer and 

one-tim
e president of the W

orld B
ank, 

said
 th

at Jap
an

ese-A
m

erican
s w

ere 
placed in Internm

ent cam
ps 

b
ecau

se 
G

overnm
ent officials feared they m

ight 
engage in subversive activities. 

In retrospect, he said, "T
he deconcen-

tration of the Japanese population and 
its redtst S

im
ian throughout the country 

resulted in their finding a healthier and 
m

ore advantageous environm
ent than 

they w
ould have had on the W

est C
oast 

follow
ing the P

earl H
arbor attack and 

the reports of Japanese atrocities in the 
P

hilippines." 
M

r. M
cC

loy's testim
ony did not go 

m
oothly. W

hen he described conditions 
in the internm

ent cam
ps as "very pleas-

ant," m
any in the audience responded 

w
ith a long burst of sarcastic laughter. 

A
t other points, 

M
r. M

cC
lo

y
's co

m
-

m
en

ts w
ere p

u
n

ctu
ated

 w
ith

 h
isses. 

In
 th

e h
earin

g, M
r. M

cC
loy en

gaged
  in

 a sh
arp

 exch
an

ge w
ith

 W
illiam

 M
. 

M
arutani, a com

m
ission m

em
ber w

ho is 
a C

ourt of C
om

m
on P

leas judge in P
enn-

sylvan
ia. M

r. M
aru

tan
i w

as lived
 in

 a 
relocation cam

p for six m
onths in W

orld 
W

ar H
. 

T
he judge challenged a statem

ent by .-
M

r. M
cC

loy that Japanese-A
m

ericans 
w

ere not "unduly subjected to the dis-
tress of the w

ar." 
A

sked M
r. M

arutani: "W
hat other 

A
m

ericans, M
r. M

cC
loy, fought for this 

country w
hile their parents, brothers 

an
d

 sisters w
ere In

carcerated
?" H

is 
voice had risen to a sh

ou
t. 

"
I
 d

o
n

't
 lik

e
 t

h
e
 w

o
r
d

 
'incarcerated,' " M

r. M
cC

loy replied. 
"

W
ell, all righ

t, b
eh

in
d

 b
arb

ed
 w

ire 
fen

ces,"
 M

r. M
aru

tan
i sn

ap
p

ed
.. 

M
r. M

cC
oy cau

tion
ed

 th
e com

m
is-

sion, w
hich is to report the findings of its 

inquiry to C
ongress next year, not to adiN

 
vacate policies that m

ight som
eday pre-

vent the forcible relocation of other 
A

inerican citizens because of ethnic 
background. 

A
fter W

orld W
ar It, he served as the 

U
nited S

tates H
igh C

om
m

issioner in 
G

erm
any, chairm

an of the C
hase M

an-
hattan B

ank, hoard chairm
an of 

the 
F

ord
 F

ou
n

d
ation

 an
d

 ch
airm

an
 of the 

C
ouncil on Foreign R

elations. 

_ 	
. 

A
m

clated rrsaa 

John 1. M
cC

loy yesterday at hear-
ing on the In

tern
m

en
t of Jap

an
ese-

A
m

erican
s In

 W
orld

 W
ar II. 


