
Gecirgt-__My interest in these pages is the rieLoach operation and the FBI's 94 series! 
for which I asktthat,you. return this'll when you have finished it. One of the I 

reaeona:-/ _call it to your attention the Mexico City:matter with the name 
Ofithheld; Thitt:figures in continued-CIA withholdings,. 'including in the Mark 

case, despite the Tact ,that it, Public damain. W*t really bugs the CIA 
and'promptS its efforts to withhold.  theivublic dothin is tiie'legt.tdme.cy of Hoover's 
cercks about their irresponsibility in: frightening the Commission with an obvious 
fabrication. That the CIA Would do tlds boggles tha: mind. H - 2/26/80 
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• I had a long talk this morning with Congressman Gerald R. (Gerry) Ford• 	', 

" -.. . v,.,  
(R. - Michigan) in his office. He asked that I come upto see him.'"  Upon arriving he 4..-- ..1  [..' .. _ 
told me he wanted to talk in the strictest of confidence. This was agreed to. . D c . - . ; i..., 
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r/.3„c Ford told me he was somewhat disturbed about the manner in whichl7A:,- 
• 

FA! 
Chief Justice).  1Varren was carrying on his Chairmanship of the Presidential Commission.  
lie-explained that the first mistake that Warren made was his ajtempt to establish a 1:t ...: . 
"one man commission" by appointing a Chief Counsel, Warre?r,Y.Olney, that was his ourikr•ZI 
protege. Ford stated thkt.,after the mention of Olney's name by the Chief Justice, at \ 1 t 
heir first meeting, AlleliAkilles, former Director of CIA, protested quite violently. 	\• \ v 
ecause of Dulles' protest, the other members told Warren that they would like to knoz.,- I t 
ore about Olney prior to giving their consent. 1' (,•_ 

. 	- 	. 	• . 	. 	,,, 	IN -t." 3. r., 	. 	i 1 
g**4400..i'00010"6010Atr..; .• " ' • '' ' 

On the occasion of their second meeting, Ford andVale Boggs joinedcs  N4.- _  
with Dulles. Hale Boggs told Warren flatly that Olney would not 66 acceptable and that --a 
he (Boggs) would not v- ork on the Commission with Olney. W. rren put up a stiff - '• • " L 
arguMent but a compromise was made when the name of Le anIsin_yas mentioned. -- 

-•-!J 	-- ,-. 	:•-." 
Varren stated he knew Rankin and could work with him. 	1_,c (......C_Lii..!.:._‘.-...i.  j__,..e' 0.1.. J , 
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Ford told me that he was - currently having problems inasmuch•as 	r- 
majority of the members of the ommission

i 
 desiredto go along with the recommendation 

made! in Deputy- Attorney_Genera Altzenbach,e0 letter to the Commission dated 121-9-63 

press release pointing out that the FBI report clearly showed-therg was no internat(On . 
In this letter, Katzenbach recommended that the Commission make an immediate' 

conspiracy or collusion and that Oswald was a loner. Ford stated he was a minority of 
one_that did not want toxiye_out ,any press release until the Commission had had a '. . a_ 
thorough opportunity to review and discuss,,the FBI report. (I noted that the report wat 
on his dlisk at the time of our meeting. ).',-,., ;1;,..'‘  -';',-,'. 	;,,.". ,'.'177":"I;•' -fr.:"7:,',7■ l....• •,;%. ... r .fif *1 . .*. V. 	• • 

• 1 •• Mr.' Belmont ; .• ..• . • .. \ 1•*1.) ..... . ••• ' ' • • r 	• '• li ••  

';‘... i.s.• Mr. RP:sen':'••••••L''.1,`:- 	••• •1 N''''"4  "‘" 

1€:- Mr. .Sullivan S 	12 • • 	*, • r:r 	•••• 
•••••••• CONTINUED NEXT PAGE • ;•-PIP.: 	b:i• 
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'• DeLoach to Mohr 1.2-42-(s 
Re: Assassination of the President 

. 	..... 
I told Ford in strict confidence that the Director concurred with  

viewpoirk. I mentioned that our investigation thus far had conclusively shown that•-4._:'''f,....,:•'• .." 
Oswald 1.1.iperated by himself and that Ruby additionally was a loner. However, FBI ,S7:`':-"' k 

■,V. 
. 

• investIation was still pending on a large number of rumors, speculation and gossip 

'though he \k ills a minority of one he intended to stick to I fs point,* ...... , ;-.:: „.:;';',.:..,.. -,,,,..:-*.:1:::, • 

and it, therefore, would be quite unfair for the Commission to take a stand prior to.";::•;.....,,,C 
11 the evidence being turned in. Ford stated this was his point entirely and that 

- 	. -,• 	 - 	 • 	.... 	-4 t• • .. ' • i' '.' % ' ' '''. . 'OAF '..:' Vt.,  3".̀  ' 4  . '' 	• ... 

Ford told me that John McCone, Director of CIA, had, approximately .4-;-7.;-,7.  
one week ago, gone up to his office and told him that CIA had uncovered some -,--,..%-.","":H.7.:' • -: '14 
"startling information" in the Oswald case. McCone proceeded to tell Ford that 9:7.2.,,.:,.;-- 
source of CIA's in Mexico had seen money exchange hands between Oswald and an 
unknown Cuban Negro. Ford stated this excited him greatly inasmuch as it definitely 
tended to show there was atv,int ernatis=onnection in olved in the assassination of  
he President. 'ad\--v:,4) irk-V 
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I told Ford that apparently Mc o le had failed to follow up on this matter. ' 	IA . 1 
I mentioned that CIA's source had recanted his story and had indicated lha.t....1LW.as A, "7"--•' 7:' --__ 
figment of 1.1.is iiiimitiatio-ri-1-16-Vie-VOITICDrove the unsLible tendencies of this source, - ' - •-• 
the sourcehad later claimed that he was actuallytelling the truth. I pointed out thatws, 
weirs-trircilea_ini;_soii.i,e-a-ni;TEliif thiric6v7direr, tlie-CiA7oliFFFwas obviously either 
tins14ie or somewhat of \,rfisycli.  )ithic liar. Ford stated he c Id certainly see this.-7: :‘ 

. . 	 4....... .. AAA . V-4*  • il c;."...... 
. 	. 	 Ford indicated he would keep me thorout lily advised as lb the activities of 

the Commission. He stated this would have to be on a onfidential basis, however, he..., 

straighten out questions in his mind concerning our investigation. I told hinr by all .. .. 	. 1  thought it should be done. He also asked if he could call me from time to time and -7 	,i . 9 

I 

means he should do this. He reiterated that our relationship would, of course, remain 

! • confidential. • 	 . 	• ... 

•,- 
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• We have had excellent relations with Congressman Ford for many ye.ars. ' 
. 

	

He has been given an autographed copy of the Director's book "A Study of Communism" 	, 

and has been in touch with my office on numerous occasions in the past. -..-• ... - ,-- - 
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Contact will be maintained with Congressman Ford. (1F.A* 4  )• % . 1-0-. 1  ,.. a i 
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D C' 
--With respect to the meeting of the Presidential Commission on DecemlieN 16 ' .".• 

,;!1963, Congressman Ford told me that the members of the Commission, including the... I ,v  •s-. 

Chief Justice, • agreed unanimously that no preliminary release should be made to the' -.. I. ••,•. 

press regarding the facts as outlined in the FBI report. 

• no allegations "made by any one, including the Chief Justice, that the FBI had leaked • 

-. portions of this report. I again went over very carefully with Congressman Ford the 

fact the FBI had not had any "leaks" whatsoever. I told him we were well aware that the 

Department had done considerable talking;  furthermore, it now appeared somewhat 

obvious that members of the Commission were beginning to leak the report. I referred 

•• to this week's issue of "Newsweek" magazine which contains a rather clear analysis 

of the report. I told Congressman Ford that "Newsweek" was owned by the "Washington 

Post" and that apparently some one was trying to curry favor. I told him we, of course, 

did not get along very well with either the "Washington Post". or "Newsweek." He 

• replied that he was in the same boat, that he liked neither one of these publications. - • . 

105( 10 ■ 39.  

• •- 	' 

- 	I 	f.• , 
1 

their hearings completed and the findings made public prior to July, 1964, when t 
Chief Justice Warren told the Commission that they should strive tVave • :„.. 

the findings after July, 1964. 	- - 	- 

‘ 	1  I i 	t•4  
Presidential campaigns will begin to get hot. He stated it would be unfair to. preient 	. r  

. 	. 	 . 	,, / 	>.. .-• -• .ib ti: p. . , 
,... 	 i  1., 1   ..._ 

Several members of the Commission indicated that Oswald's handvisitten
N  
‘, IP 

statements in the exhibits section of the report should be typed out for cleara vi.;:sal.' -.4 r t:t 

Rankin was instructed to contact our liaison man, Inspector Malley, in this regard. ,& 1 	f 
flO i..0; -C-4-tA.,-.8 	..e...,.,  .. t., 	e • I 	L .  'i'' f'  • ' 	 i: 

There  was no criticism of the FBI at yesterday's meeting. There Were ■ 
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. I talked with Congressman Gerald Ford R--1■1ichiftalt his nffice at 1:45 PM!. ••••:-. 
is afternoon. The facts concerning the allegations of ":•''''''''' .--i7.'"-I'-'7'77that he .......2.!imi..;.....,1,....,,,au..../  

) saw Oswald receive $6, 500 in the Cuban Consulate, Mexteo ity on September 18, 1963, • ....... 
and the recanting of such false facts were made very clear to Congressman Ford. \ 	•. •„. 

He told me he was glad to ge ;the further facts concerning the matter, particularly . 	,•.* 

in view of the story that Joh7 icCone of CIA had told him originally. III. 1  ei 1,..7.•• ,-• • .,-. i '±--------i 
•. 	. 	. 	--- 	' • - - •- 	/k 	L 

1 - 1r. Belmont Qt 
1 Mr. Rosen 	 • .0 S3''' -- 7c 27.1%1 . 

1264;;;0 tru3 	. 
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. 	• 
Memo DeLoach to Mohr 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

The Presidential Commission • . 
l•  • i •••!' `'t..7 "4  .: '-'': . 	 • ... 

i  I told Con ressman Ford in strict confidence that apparently Chief Justice Warren was.  

• 

- 
quite clos to Drew Pearson and obviously used Pearson from time to time to get ii-..: :,.•• • 
thoughts across to the general public. I mentioned Pearson's articlo3of December 14-16, 
1963. I told Congressman Ford as he well knew 98% of the facts in these articles ;-:...: :g l';_• 

. 	, 	
' 

were absolutely false. 	. 	- 
. 	. 	. '' ..*. 	- ...:: -.•... : 	': '•-:•.-- ...: 	• 	. 	. L' ;:r:.....•',.- 	::.: 4`3;1:;!: :`!7-:,  !. :-;:-1--; - • — 	. ., 

'Congressman Ford told me that several members had been somewhat .••• -- • 
[surprised, however, pleased that the FBI's report had been in narrative form rather . 
than written in a straightforward factual manner. I told him this, of course, was '•-...:,  
for the convenience of the Commission. He then mentioped Chief Justice Warren .i-i''''• .. 
had expressed the desirability of seeing the actual repoits which back up those in .: ---•-, ,..-- 
narrative form. I told him the Director had issued very specific Instructions that ' - 
these reports be made ready for the Commission. I told him they were quite lengthy '.'.s" 

---,--and would be conside Itble material to wade through. ' :- - 	• — - ' - -6  ---:,-- '• — I' — 

Tw members• of the Commission brought up the fact that they still ----','-,* 
vere.not convinced that the President had been shot from the sixth floor window ----::•--.• • - • 
f the Texas Book Depository. These members failed to understand the trajectory . 
f the slugs that killed the President. He stated he felt this point would be discussed - - 	: 
urther hit, of course, would represent no problem. • 	. 	. •...- 	- ,.-_----..---::••-•',•::-.-.:-., 

-• 	 (..1  '' 	 7 : 	• 

ti 	Three members of the Commission expressed disappointment that -- 	.• 
U. Et. aughman, former_Chief of .Secret Service, had seen fit to make a number of ill- 
advised -emarks concerning the operations of the Secret Service in the press. The 	% 

Commission does not agree with Baughman and criticized him quite thoroughly. They 

At the Commission meeting yesterday, Lee Rankin, the Chief Counsel, 
'was authorized to hire two so-called "technicians" who will assist him in research and 
development of the Commission's findings. The Commiggion was told by Rankin that 'ff***"-T• 

Adams these mer were skilled attorneys. One of these individuals is named  • 	 , ' . # 	• 	I a former Volice,CRakiguMer,in New York. Another individual is a person by the -.. 
name of 	Jepner, an attorney from Chicago. The Commission was advised • • 
OW both of these men are available for immediate employment. Congressman Ford 	t 

i stated he raised the question as to checking the backgrounds of these individuals. He 	I 
was told by Rankin that both of them had very satisfactory backgrounds and belonged 	' 
to no organizations inimical to the best interest of the U. S. Government. 

.-• • 	.. 	 ,..,...„ 	.  
. 	.1• Upon leaving, Congressman Ford advised me that he will be In Michigan 

on a skiing vacation with his wife and children between DeceMber 22, 1963 and • ' ' 
Jandary 1, 1964. He 'stated I should call him at any time his,ssiStance was needed. • i, :.  

. 	 • 	. 	. - 	• 	. 	f 	r,!. 
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• 
neverthIless plan to call him before the Commission and take testimony. . 
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Memo DeLoach to Mohr 
Re: Lee Harvey Oswald 

IS-R  
The Presidential Commission :.. 

. 	.. 	• • 	 . • 
He stated he had one problem. He wanted to take the FBI report with him 
he had noway of transporting it in complete safety. I told him I felt the Director 
would wait him to borrow from us one of our Agent briefcases that contains a 
He stated this would be Ideal and he would appreciate loan of a briefcase very much.-'2r..; 

This matter will be followed very closely. If there are no objections, 

I will deliver an Agent briefcase containing a lock to Congressman Ford tomorrow, ..‘ 

December 18, 1963. 
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