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th
at Jew

s are co
n

d
em

n
ed

 fro
m

 th
e rig

h
t an

d
 th

e left is 

rw
. O

v
er th

e y
ears, w

e h
av

e g
ro

w
n
 accu

sto
m

ed
 to

 an
ti-

p
ag

an
d

a fro
m

 th
e ex

trem
e rig

h
t an

d
, m

o
re recen

tly
, fro

m
 

e left. W
h
at is relativ

ely
 n

ew
 is th

e g
ro

w
in

g
 accep

tab
ility

 

.ish
 b

ig
o

try
 am

o
n

g
 so

m
e in

tellectu
als, u

n
iv

ersity
 stu

d
en

ts, 

ate b
lack

 an
d
 th

ird
 w

o
rld

 lead
ers. 

3
w

 in
 realizin

g
 h

o
w

 q
u

ick
ly

 th
e w

o
rld

 w
as ch

an
g

in
g

. D
u

r-

>
t decade of m

y professional life, I w
orked on the causes of 

:odden, the underdog, the unrepresented. B
ut it w

as alw
ays 

le's causes: the civil rights struggle, the antiw
ar m

ovem
ent, 

ign against capital punishm
ent, the litigation for freedom

 of 

, an
d
 th

e fig
h
t fo

r g
en

d
er eq

u
ality

. M
y
 clien

ts an
d
 cau

ses 

ew
ish

. (In
d
eed

, th
e o

n
ly

 clien
t w

h
o
m

 I rem
em

ber as being 

s p
o
rn

 star H
arry

 R
eem

s, an
d
 h

e certain
ly

 w
asn

't b
ein

g
 

I fo
r d

o
in

g
 an

y
th

in
g
 p

articu
larly

 Jew
ish

.) B
ein

g
 a Jew

ish
 

C in other people's causes w
as the m

ost natural feeling in the 

w
as ex

p
ected

 o
f u

s, an
d

 w
e w

ere ap
p

reciated
 fo

r it. 

n
 th

e 1
9
7
0

5
, th

in
g

s b
eg

an
 to

 ch
an

g
e, at first irn

p
etcep

tib
ly

 

luite palpably. U
niversity cam

puses are often the bellw
ether 

and y
et I d

id
 n

o
t b

eliev
e th

at w
h
at I w

as ex
p
erien

cin
g
 at 

ecessarily reflected trends in the outside w
orld. I soon learned 

rien
d
s an

d
 o

th
ers th

at it d
id

, at least to
 so

m
e d

eg
ree. It w

as 

"in" to be Jew
ish, either at H

arvard or outside. T
hird w

orld 

re m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 g

reater recep
tiv

ity
. W

h
ile an

tiap
arth

eid
 

-e being attended by thousands (including large num
bers of 

, iet Jew
ry rallies attracted only a handful of students, nearly 

n Jew
ish. P

ro-P
L

O
 speakers w

ere m
ore popular by far than 

speakers. A
lthough the lie of H

olocaust denial w
as receiving 

lacy am
ong established scholars, som

e schools w
ere w

elcom
-

ionist" speakers. 
beginning of the 198os, m

y old friends from
 B

rooklyn w
ere 

th
eir ch

ild
ren

 —
 as I w

as m
in

e 	
in

 co
lleg

es aro
u
n
d
 th

e 

w
as receiv

in
g
 rep

o
rts o

f h
o
w

 d
ifficu

lt it w
as to

 b
e a co

rn
-

w
 o

n
 co

lleg
e cam

p
u

ses fro
m

 B
erk

eley
 to

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 C

ity
 

Jew
ish

 stu
d
en

ts n
o
 lo

n
g
er ex

p
erien

ced
 so

cial ex
clu

sio
n
 o

n
 

their heritage, but politically involved Jew
s —

 those active 

or S
oviet Jew

ry causes —
 w

ere m
ade to feel as if they w

ere 

y defenders of colonialism
. Jew

ishness on college cam
puses 

ly
 o

n
 th

e d
efen

siv
e. 

.h
at th

e tim
e h

ad
 co

m
e fo

r H
arv

ard
 to

 p
u
t its co

n
sid

erab
le 

A
t H

am
ra; Q

tgotas, C
orflitu

, and H
onors 

prestige behind Jew
ish values and aspirations, the w

ay it had done, for 

exam
ple, in regard to black and third w

orld concerns. In recent years, 

H
arvard had bestow

ed honorary degrees on im
portant sym

bols of other 

people's aspirations: B
ishop D

esm
ond T

utu of S
outh A

frica, hum
an-

itarian M
other T

eresa, civil rights figure B
ayard R

ustin, jurist B
arbara 

Jordan, and others. I began to urge the pow
ers that be to do the sam

e 

for Jew
s. O

ver a several-year period, I suggested E
lie W

iese!, A
natoly 

S
h
ch

aran
sk

y
, Id

a N
u
d
e!, S

im
o
n
 W

iesen
th

al, an
d
 o

th
ers w

h
o
 rep

re-

sented Jew
ish values, aspirations, and suffering. 

T
h
e d

ecisio
n
 to

 g
ran

t th
is h

ig
h
 h

o
n
o
r is sh

ro
u
d
ed

 in
 m

y
stery

. 

D
iscreet cam

paigns are conducted on behalf of potential honorees, and 

th
e d

ecisio
n
 is u

ltim
ately

 m
ad

e b
y
 a g

ro
u
p
 o

f ab
o
u
t tw

elv
e alu

m
n
i, 

professors, and m
em

bers of the governing boards w
ho are handpicked 

by the seven-m
an governing corporation. Jew

ish students and faculty 

had recom
m

ended Jew
ish heroes, but to no avail. It has been partic-

u
larly

 g
allin

g
 th

at n
o
 recen

t h
o
n
o
rees h

av
e b

een
 sin

g
led

 o
u
t in

 re-

m
em

brance of the Jew
ish suffering during the H

olocaust. Y
et during 

the sam
e period of rim

e, several G
erm

an officials —
 including som

e 

w
ho fought for the N

azis —
 have been honored in various w

ays.• 

T
o further exacerbate m

atters, in 1983 H
arvard U

niversity nam
ed 

a m
ajor scholarship program

 after John J. M
cC

loy, the A
m

erican high 

com
m

issioner to G
erm

any after the w
ar, w

ho had pardoned N
azi w

ar 

crim
inals and returned confiscated N

azi property to these crim
inals. 

M
cC

loy had also played a leading role in the relocation and confine-

m
ent of I io,000 innocent Japanese A

m
ericans during W

orld W
ar II. 

M
oreover, he advised P

resident F
ranklin R

oosevelt to deny refuge to 

E
uropean Jew

s seeking to escape the H
olocaust, and near the end of the 

w
ar he advised against accepting the pleas of A

m
erican Jew

ish leaders 

to
 b

o
m

b
 th

e rail lin
es lead

in
g
 to

 th
e d

eath
 cam

p
s. H

e p
lay

ed
 an

 

im
portant role in rescuing K

laus B
arbie, the B

utcher of L
yon, from

 

F
rench justice. A

nd finally, he presided over one of the m
ost discrim

-

in
ato

ry
 law

 firm
s in

 th
e co

u
n
try

. 

In light of this history, it is not surprising that m
any A

m
ericans of 

Jew
ish and Japanese heritage did not regard John). M

cC
loy as a m

an 

d
eserv

in
g

 to
 b

e h
o

n
o

red
 fo

r h
is d

eed
s. It is also

 n
o

t su
rp

risin
g

 th
at 

m
any G

erm
an industrialists, especially those w

ho did business as usual 

during the H
itler barbarities, regarded M

cC
loy as som

e kind of hero. 

• W
hen T

eddy K
ollek, the m

ayor of Jerusalem
, w

as honored in z984, the university vent out 

o
f its w

a
y n

o
r to

 m
e

n
tio

n
 Isra

e
l, b

u
t ra

th
e

r to
 fo

cu
s o

n
 th

e
 city o

f Je
ru

sa
le

m
 a

s a
 k

in
d

 o
f 

ecum
enical capital w

hose "precious heritage" K
ollek had -preserved." 
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A
cco

rd
in

g
ly

, th
e V

o
lk

sw
ag

en
 F

o
u

n
d

atio
n

 fu
n

d
ed

 th
e n

ew
 H

arv
ard

 
p

ro
g

ram
 h

o
n

o
rin

g
 h

im
. 

W
h
en

 a n
u
m

b
er o

f stu
d
en

ts co
m

p
lain

ed
 to

 m
e ab

o
u
t th

e M
cC

lo
y
 

h
o

n
o

r, I reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
at th

ey
 sp

eak
 to

 th
e d

ean
 o

f th
e Jo

h
n

 F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y
 S

ch
o
o
l o

f G
o
v
ern

m
en

t, G
rah

am
 A

lliso
n
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 recen

tly
 

acced
ed

 to
 th

e d
em

an
d

s o
f b

lack
 an

d
 o

th
er stu

d
en

ts to
 ch

an
g

e th
e 

n
am

e o
f th

e lib
rary

, w
h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 n
am

ed
 after a fam

ily
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 

b
u

sin
ess in

terests in
 S

o
u

th
 A

frica. 
W

h
en

 a g
ro

u
p

 o
f stu

d
en

ts w
en

t to
 see A

lliso
n

 ab
o

u
t th

e M
cC

lo
y

 
sch

o
larsh

ip
, h

e m
ad

e th
em

 feel —
 as th

e stu
d
en

ts, w
h
o
 left th

e m
eet-

in
g

 in
 tears, to

ld
 m

e —
 "lik

e m
o
ral lep

ers," w
h

o
 "d

id
 n

o
t u

n
d
erstan

d
 

an
y
th

in
g
 ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 th
e w

o
rld

 o
r H

arv
ard

 o
p
erates." 27  

H
e to

ld
 th

e Jew
ish

 stu
d

en
ts th

at if th
ey

 w
an

ted
 to

 learn
, th

ey
 

sh
o
u
ld

 sp
eak

 to
 P

ro
fesso

r G
u
id

o
 G

o
ld

m
an

n
 —

 th
e so

n
 o

f N
ah

u
m

 
G

o
ld

m
an

n
, late p

resid
en

t o
f th

e W
o

rld
 Jew

ish
 C

o
n

g
ress —

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 

reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 to
 th

e V
o
lk

sw
ag

en
 F

o
u
n
d
atio

n
 th

at th
e sch

o
larsh

ip
 b

e 
n
am

ed
 after M

cC
lo

y
, a fam

ily
 frien

d
. 

H
arv

ard
 h

ad
 co

v
ered

 its Jew
ish

 rear b
y

 h
av

in
g

 o
n

e o
f its "h

o
u

se 
Jew

s" b
eh

in
d
 th

e p
ro

p
o
sal. D

u
rin

g
 th

e p
o
stw

ar p
erio

d
, G

o
ld

m
an

n
's 

fam
ily had close personal, political, and business ties to M

cC
loy. 1 had 

experienced this "house Jew
" technique early in m

y years at H
arvard. 

W
h
en

ev
er th

e u
n
iv

ersity
 d

id
 an

y
th

in
g
 th

at h
ad

 th
e p

o
ten

tial fo
r cre-

atin
g
 ten

sio
n
s w

ith
 Jew

ish
 stu

d
en

ts o
r facu

lty
, th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 

m
ad

e su
re th

at it h
ad

 at least o
n
e h

o
u
se Jew

 o
n
 its sid

e. It w
o
u
ld

 th
en

 
arg

u
e th

at th
e Jew

s w
ere d

iv
id

ed
 o

v
er th

e issu
e. 

T
h
e h

o
u
se Jew

 p
h
en

o
m

en
o
n
 tran

scen
d
s H

arv
ard

. It is u
sed

 w
id

ely
 

b
y
 o

th
er in

stitu
tio

n
s —

 co
rp

o
rate, g

o
v
ern

m
en

tal, so
cial. I saw

 it first-
h

an
d

 w
h

ile I w
o

rk
ed

 in
 th

e n
atio

n
's cap

ital. In
 fact, A

rth
u

r G
o

ld
b

erg
 

first alerted
 m

e to
 it. T

h
e ro

le w
as o

n
e h

e ad
am

an
tly

 refu
sed

 to
 p

lay
. 

H
e w

as alw
ays an inside advocate for Jew

ish causes w
ithin the adm

in-
istratio

n
s h

e serv
ed

; b
u
t h

e w
as n

ev
er a h

o
u
se Jew

 w
h
o
 allo

w
ed

 h
is 

Jew
ish identity to be used to justify actions against w

hat he perceived 
to be the Jew

ish interest. G
oldberg alw

ays encouraged m
e to stand up 

against H
arvard's house Jew

s. 
It is n

o
t clear to

 m
e w

h
eth

er th
o
se w

h
o
 em

p
lo

y
 th

is tech
n
iq

u
e 

realize h
o
w

 o
ffen

siv
e it is. I recall receiv

in
g
 a letter o

n
ce fro

m
 P

resi-
d

en
t D

erek
 B

o
k

, w
h

o
 h

as g
en

erally
 b

een
 v

ery
 sen

sitiv
e to

 Jew
ish

 
co

n
cern

s, in
 w

h
ich

 h
e resp

o
n
d
ed

 to
 certain

 criticism
s I h

ad
 m

ad
e o

f 
H

arv
ard

's ad
m

issio
n
s p

o
licies. H

e en
d
ed

 h
is letter w

ith
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 

h
an

d
w

ritten
 p

o
stscrip

t: "I d
o
 n

o
t feel th

at an
ti-S

em
itic p

o
licies u

n
d
er 

A
t H

arvard: Q
uotas, C

onflict', and H
onors 	

8
9
 

P
resid

en
t L

o
w

ell p
ro

v
id

e m
u
ch

 o
f a b

asis fo
r attack

in
g
 th

e cu
rren

t 
policies of our adm

issions com
m

ittee. If you really feel that current 
policies m

ay sim
ply m

ask a deeper desire to exclude Jew
s, I suggest 

th
at y

o
u
 p

u
rsu

e th
is m

atter fu
rth

er w
ith

 A
l S

ack
s an

d
 H

en
ry

 R
o
s-

ovsky." B
ok w

as thus inviting m
e to air m

y criticism
s w

ith tw
o Jew

ish 
deans, w

ho w
ere m

ore institutionally loyal than I w
as. 

It w
as against this background that m

y phone began to ring off the 
h
o
o
k
 o

n
 Ju

n
e 8

, 1
9
8
7
. In

 th
at m

o
rn

in
g
's B

o
sto

n
 G

lo
b
e
, 

an
 article 

appeared under the heading "A
 S

on W
ho T

ries to E
xplain A

w
ay the 

S
ins of H

is N
azi F

ather." T
he thrust of the article, by a R

ice U
niversity 

history professor nam
ed F

rancis L
. L

ow
enheim

, w
as that H

arvard w
as 

about to confer an honorary degree on a m
an w

ho had actively and 
co

n
tin

u
o
u
sly

 attem
p
ted

 to
 co

v
er u

p
 —

 an
d
 lie ab

o
u
t —

 h
is fath

er's 
role in N

azi crim
es. T

he honoree w
as R

ichard von W
eizsacker, the 

president of the F
ederal R

epublic of G
erm

any. H
is father, B

aron E
rnst 

von W
eizsacker, w

as convicted of w
ar crim

es at N
urem

berg and sen-
tenced to seven years' im

prisonm
ent. John M

cC
loy had com

m
uted his 

sen
ten

ce to
 o

n
e y

ear. T
h

e b
aro

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 H

itler's state secretary
, a 

m
em

b
er o

f th
e N

azi p
arty

 an
d
 th

e S
S

, an
d
 o

n
 th

e p
erso

n
al staff o

f 
H

einrich H
im

m
ler, he-ail,  of the S

S
 and G

estapo. H
e w

as.the m
an w

ho 
inform

ed A
dolf E

ichm
ann, the official in charge of Jew

ish exterm
ina-

tion, that there w
ere no objections on the part of the G

erm
an foreign 

m
inistry ro the deportation of thousands of F

rench and stateless Jew
s 

to
 A

u
sch

w
itz. H

e w
as also

 th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 rejected

 S
w

ed
en

's o
ffer to

 
accept N

orw
egian Jew

s about to be sent to N
azi death cam

ps, and he 
refused to intervene on behalf of C

atholic priests w
ho w

ere sent to the 
cam

ps. 
T

he N
azi w

ar crim
inal's son, P

resident R
ichard von W

eizsacker, 
w

as certainly no conscientious objector to N
azi aggression. H

e w
as a 

soldier w
ho participated in the brutal invasion of P

oland, w
hich com

-
m

en
ced

 H
itler's g

en
o
cid

al p
ro

g
ram

. A
fter th

e w
ar, h

e h
elp

ed
 h

is 
fath

er co
n

stru
ct a p

erju
rio

u
s an

d
 u

n
su

ccessfu
l d

efen
se b

efo
re th

e 
N

urem
berg T

ribunal, w
hich included the outrageous claim

 that even 
the Jew

s had no "m
isgivings against A

uschw
itz." A

s recently as 1985. 
R

ichard von W
eizsicker said, "I really believe that [m

y father) did not 
know

 about the existence of the gas cham
bers and the system

atic m
ass 

killing. " 28  
B

ut the evidence w
as overw

helm
ingly to the contrary. T

he prose-
cutor w

ho brought charges against the father has pointed to letters to 
E

ichm
ann and other docum

ents that prove that "he w
orked together 



irrith
 th

e b
u

tch
ett:"

 Ilve p
rosecu

tor ' said
 rin

d
 it.m

u
st h

ave b
een

 h
or-

rib
le for th

e son
 "

d
iscoverin

g all th
ese sign

atu
res an

d
 letters to E

ich
-

m
ann." B

ut still the son persisted in trying —
 according to a N

ew
 Y

ork 

Tinter rep
orter —

 to "
reh

ab
ilitate h

is fam
ily n

am
e:"

 

T
hose w

ho supported the H
arvard honor pointed to a speech W

eiz-

sacker gave in
 1985 in

 w
h

ich
 h

e ap
p

eared
 to ack

n
ow

led
ge th

e gu
ilt of 

h
is gen

eration
. "

W
h

o cou
ld

 rem
ain

 u
n

su
sp

ectin
g after th

e b
u

rn
in

g of 

th
e syn

agogu
es . . . ? W

h
oever op

en
ed

 h
is eyes an

d
 ears an

d
 sou

gh
t 

in
form

ation
 cou

ld
 n

ot fail to n
otice th

at Jew
s w

ere b
ein

g d
ep

orted
. 

. • W
h

en
 th

e u
n

sp
eak

ab
le tru

th
 of th

e H
olocau

st th
en

 b
ecam

e k
n

ow
n

 

at th
e en

d
 of th

e w
ar all too m

an
y of u

s claim
ed

 th
at th

ey h
ad

 n
ot 

k
n

ow
n

 an
yth

in
g ab

ou
t it or even su

sp
ected

 an
yth

in
g." 3°  

Y
et w

h
ile b

lam
in

g oth
ers h

e p
ersisted

 in
 claim

in
g th

at h
is ow

n
 

fath
er —

 w
h

o w
as n

o ord
in

ary citizen
 or even

 m
ere N

azi p
arry 

m
em

ber —
 did not know

. P
erhaps a son should not be condem

ned for 

blinding him
self to his father's guilt, but neither should he be honored 

for h
is m

en
d

acity an
d

 aid
ed

 in
 h

is ign
ob

le goal to "
reh

ab
ilitate h

is 

fam
ily n

am
e."

 
S

everal of th
e calls I received

 th
at m

orn
in

g cam
e from

 H
olocau

st 

su
rvivors —

 B
aron

 von
 W

eizsick
er's victim

s. T
h

ey d
id

 n
ot w

an
t th

e 

H
arvard honor to be understood as helping R

ichard von W
eizsacker to 

reh
ab

ilitate th
e d

eserved
ly d

isgraced
 n

am
e of h

is crim
in

al fath
er. 

A
fter review

in
g W

eizsiick
er's record

, I w
rote h

im
 th

e follow
in

g 

letter: 

In your speech to the B
undestag of M

ay 8, 198), you declared that 

"anyone w
ho closes his eyes to the past is blind to the present." 

M
any of us on the H

arvard faculty, student body, and com
m

unity 

believe that you have closed your eyes to your father's crim
inal past. 

W
e believe that you assisted your father in constructing a perjurious 

defense at the N
urem

berg trials, and continue to deny that he knew
 of 

the H
olocaust. 

A
 great university should be a place of discourse, not denial. I 

challenge you, therefore, to debate m
e about the role yen have played -

and continue to play —
 in covering up your father's ignoble past. 

I received
 n

o rep
ly from

 h
im

, b
u

t I d
id

 get an
 im

m
ed

iate resp
on

se 

from
 th

e H
arvard

 p
olice ad

visin
g m

e th
at th

e "
S

ecret S
ervice h

ad
 

expressed concern about" any protests and w
arning m

e that "if som
e-

thing unexpected happens, they w
ill act in the m

anner they deem
 fit." 

T
h

is seem
ed

 a b
it d

isp
rop

ortion
ate, sin

ce I h
ad

 an
n

ou
n

ced
 th

at all I  

 
i
 D

m
*, torLiar, arai,Fiarps 

. 	
. 

-7
---..n

n
e

-lal'allr
a
sL

a
n

d
 o

u
t a

 	
a
t en

tra
n

ce toliarvardir 

T
he leallet, entitled "T

he O
ther Side of R

ichard -von W
eiisicket'S 

H
onor," described his role in denying his father's guilt and posed a 

series of qum
tions such as "D

o you believe a H
arvard honor should be 

used to help 'rehabilitate' a fam
ily nam

e w
hich has been deservedly 

disgraced by a w
ar crim

inal?" 

A
t the cerem

ony itself, w
hen the honor w

as conferred, W
eizsacker 

w
as described as having been born to a "distinguished fam

ily." H
e had 

succeeded in having H
arvard rehabilitate his fam

ily nam
e. 

W
ithin w

eeks of receiving the honor, W
eizsacker felt com

fortable 

enough w
ith his past to becom

e the first E
uropean head of state to 

m
eet w

ith A
ustrian president K

urt W
aldheim

, w
ho had just been 

placed on our Justice D
epartm

ent w
atch list as a suspected N

azi w
ar 

crim
inal A

 few
 years later, W

eizsacker w
as instrum

ental in obtaining 

D
utch pardons for tw

o m
ajor N

azi w
ar crim

inals w
ho had originally 

been sentenced to die for actively causing the m
urders of m

ore than ten 

thousand Jew
s living in H

olland, including A
nne F

rank. T
heir sen- 

tences w
ere first com

m
uted to life im

prisonm
ent, and then they w

ere 

freed and given a hares w
elcom

e by G
erm

an com
patriots. P

resident 

W
eizsiaer "praised" the D

utch decision, ailing it a"hum
anitarian 

act D
uring die tonne of m

y protests, the H
arvard adm

inistration again 

turned M
 its house Jew

s. T
hey hastily convened a lunch in W

eizsick- 

a's sonar at w
hich the Jew

ish dean of the faculty pointedly presided. 

R
abbi B

en Z
ion G

old —
 the bead of H

arvard H
illel —

 w
rote a letter 

to the local Jew
ish new

spaper w
hich not only defended H

arvard and 

W
eim

icker (m
any of the facts he pointed to had obviously been pro- 

vided by the adm
inistration), but condem

ned those w
ho w

ere criti- 

citing the honor. H
e characterized the new

spaper articles that bad 

opposed the honor as "gross m
ischief ' and analogized their publica-

tion to "throw
ing a stink bom

b into a giant party."52  Y
ou can im

agine 

how
 1 felt reading this from

 the pen of m
y ow

n rabbi, w
hom

 I 

adm
ired —

 and continue to adm
ire —

so m
uch. B

ut I have long be-

lieved char even rabbis can be w
rong. A

nd R
abbi G

old w
as w

rong in 

condem
ning critics of the W

eizslicker honor in such inappropriate 

term
s. 

A
nother recent event dem

onstrates how
 em

barrassed som
e profes-

sors of Jew
ish background feel about their Jew

ishness. In the fall of 

1989, an official delegation of Soviet prosecutors and judges —
 several 

of w
hom

 had personally participated in the persecutions of Jew
ish 



2 	
L
I1

C
, 	

.1
 I 

w
ell as individual. T

he Jew
ish nation could never again be restored, 

least n
o
t u

n
til its m

em
b
ers accep

ted
 th

e tru
e faith

. T
h
e so

n
s an

d
 

iughters of the devil w
ere destined to w

ander the earth, nationless, 

rspised, destitute, and pow
erless. 

W
hen C

hristianity becam
e the official religion of the R

om
an E

m
-

re in the fourth century, the church achieved the political pow
er to 

su
re th

at its p
ro

p
h
ecy

 o
f Jew

ish
 failu

re w
as fu

lfilled
. Jew

s w
ere 

:clu
d

ed
 fro

m
 p

o
sitio

n
s o

f in
flu

en
ce, an

d
 th

eir rig
h

ts 	
political, 

:onom
ic, social, and religious —

 w
ere taken aw

ay. It becam
e a civic 

.rtue, as w
ell as a religious obligation, to contribute to the vilification 

the Jew
s. T

hus, theological anti-Judaism
 devolved into m

ore gen- 

• alized econom
ic, political, and social stigm

atization and discrim
i-

an
io

n
 ag

ain
st Jew

s. T
h
e C

o
d
e o

f Ju
stin

ian
, en

acted
 in

 5
3
4
 

A
.D

. , 

urtailed Jew
ish freedom

 of w
orship, banned Jew

s from
 holding public 

ffice, and divested them
 of m

ost property rights. 
T

hese civic deprivations and discrim
inations spread throughout E

u-

D
pe during the M

iddle A
ges. W

herever Jew
s w

andered throughout 

:hristendom
, they w

ere burdened w
ith theological and civil discrim

-

nation and vilification. T
hey w

ere segregated into ghettos, disquali-

fied
 fro

m
 en

g
ag

in
g
 in

 "C
h
ristian

" o
ccu

p
atio

n
s, d

en
ied

 th
e rig

h
t to

 

fork the land, and forced into trades and professions that w
ere per- 

eived as exploitative. 
D

uring the second m
illennium

 of C
hristianity, Jew

s w
ere also m

as-

acred
 in

 larg
e n

u
m

b
ers b

y
 relig

io
u
s cru

sad
ers an

d
 in

q
u
isito

rs p
u
r-

)orting to act in the nam
e of their G

od. In 1096, F
rench and G

erm
an 

ew
s w

ere subjected to m
ass m

urder by the first C
rusaders, m

en w
ho 

lave been glorified in literature, arc, and history. k has alw
ays am

azed 

ne that som
e decent C

hristians still honor the m
em

ory of these geno-

:idal killers of w
om

en, babies, and m
en —

 m
ass m

urderers w
ho pro-

vided a precedent for the H
olocaust. In m

y ow
n state of M

assachusetts, 

H
o

ly
 C

ro
ss U

n
iv

ersity
 calls its ath

letic ream
s th

e C
ru

sad
ers. T

h
at 

;eem
s about as sensitive as if a L

utheran university w
ere to nam

e its 

fo
o

tb
all ream

 th
e S

to
rm

 T
ro

o
p

ers. A
t least, to

 m
y

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e, n
o

 

college has glorified the Inquisitors. 
T

he C
rusades w

ere follow
ed by outbreaks of religiously inspired 

m
ass m

urder against the Jew
s for several centuries. T

he period of the 

B
lack D

eath, during the m
iddle of the fourteenth century, led to the 

scapegoating of the Jew
s for the epidem

ic and the destruction of m
ore 

than tw
o hundred Jew

ish com
m

unities throughout E
urope. T

he S
pan-

ish Inquisition, at the end of the fifteenth century, m
arked the expul- 

sion of Jew
s from

 S
pain and the m

ovem
ent of Jew

s eastw
ard tow

ard 

P
o
lan

d
, th

e U
k
rain

e, an
d
 R

u
ssia. Jew

s w
ere sim

ilarly
 ex

p
elled

 fro
m

 

o
th

er C
h
ristian

 n
atio

n
s —

 fo
r ex

am
p
le, E

n
g
lan

d
 in

 1
2
9
o
, F

ran
ce in

 
1
3
0
6
, A

u
stria in

 1
4

2
1

, an
d

 P
o

rtu
g

al in
 1

4
9

7
. 

T
he M

iddle A
ges also w

itnessed the developm
ent of one of the m

ost 

persistent and pernicious historical lies in the history of C
hristianity, 

n
am

ely
 th

e "b
lo

o
d

 lib
el." T

h
e b

lo
o

d
 lib

el w
as a clerical in

v
en

tio
n

 

ch
arg

in
g
 th

e Jew
s w

ith
 m

u
rd

erin
g
 C

h
ristian

 ch
ild

ren
 in

 o
rd

er to
 u

se 

th
eir b

lo
o
d
 fo

r relig
io

u
s ritu

als. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 its o

rig
in

s are sh
ro

u
d
ed

 in
 

o
b
scu

rity
, it seem

s to
 h

av
e b

een
 stren

g
th

en
ed

 b
y
 a co

rru
p
tio

n
 o

f a 
tenet that em

erged from
 the F

ourth L
ateran C

ouncil ( r215), in w
hich 

the eucharistic doctrine of transubstantiation —
 the bread and w

ine of 

the eucharist as C
hrist's body and blood —

 w
as form

ulated. Jew
s w

ere 

occasionally accused of stealing a consecrated host and subjecting it to 

m
istreatm

en
t. T

h
e F

o
u
rth

 L
ateran

 C
o
u
n
cil also

 en
acted

 a can
o
n
 re-

q
u

irin
g

 Jew
s to

 w
ear a d

istin
g

u
ish

in
g

 b
ad

g
e —

 a p
reced

en
t fo

r th
e 

y
ello

w
 star o

f N
azism

. 

T
h
e b

lo
o
d
 lib

el w
as p

reach
ed

 fro
m

 th
e p

u
lp

it, w
ritten

 in
 h

o
ly

 

books, and passed dow
n from

 generation to generation. It provoked -

an
d
 ju

stified
 —

 relig
io

u
s p

o
g
ro

m
s fro

m
 as early

 as 1
2
9
8
, w

h
en

 an
 

estim
ated

 to
o

,0
0
0

 Jew
s w

ere m
u
rd

ered
 in

 G
erm

an
y
 an

d
 A

u
stria, an

d
 

h
as p

ersisted
 in

to
 th

e tw
en

tieth
 cen

tu
ry

. 

In
 1

8
7
6
, a lead

in
g
 R

u
ssian

 w
riter w

ro
te a p

am
p
h
let "co

n
cern

in
g
 

th
e u

se o
f C

h
ristian

 b
lo

o
d
 b

y
 Jew

ish
 sects fo

r relig
io

u
s p

u
rp

o
ses."' 

T
h

is p
am

p
h

let w
as q

u
ite p

o
p

u
lar in

 czarist R
u

ssia an
d

 w
as rep

rin
ted

 

num
erous tim

es. B
etw

een 191 1 and 1913, a Jew
ish superintendent of 

a b
rick

 k
iln

 in
 K

iev
 sto

o
d
 ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 m
u
rd

erin
g
 a tw

elv
e-y

ear-o
ld

 

C
h
ristian

 b
o
y
 in

 o
rd

er to
 u

se h
is b

lo
o
d
 in

 a relig
io

u
s ritu

al. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 

the evidence w
as overw

helm
ing that a gang of thieves had com

m
itted 

th
e m

u
rd

er, th
e Jew

 —
 M

en
ach

em
 M

en
d

el B
eilis —

 w
as fram

ed
 b

y
 

th
e an

ti-S
em

itic m
in

ister o
f ju

stice an
d
 ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 th
e crim

e. T
h
e 

trial b
ecam

e an
 in

tern
atio

n
al ev

en
t (an

d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 th

e su
b

ject o
f 

B
ernard M

alam
ud's prize-w

inning novel T
he F

ixer). A
m

ong the pros-
ecution w

itnesses w
as a C

atholic priest nam
ed F

ather Justin P
aranaitis. 

w
ho sw

ore that the m
urder of the boy bore all the hallm

arks of a ritual 

k
illin

g
 as req

u
ired

 b
y
 Jew

ish
 trad

itio
n
. H

is testim
o
n
y
 w

as refu
ted

 b
y
 

several experts on Jew
ish law

, w
ho testified that there w

as absolutely 
no basis in Jew

ish sources for the use of C
hristian blood in ritual. T

he 

ju
ry

, co
m

p
o
sed

 o
f lo

cal C
h
ristian

 p
easan

ts, u
n
an

im
o
u
sly

 acq
u
itted

 
B

eilis. 
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faced
 w

ith
 co

m
p

arab
le ex

tern
al 'an

d
 in

tern
al th

reats to
 its su

rv
iv

al. 
C

ritics o
f Israel w

h
o
 g

en
erally

 tak
e n

o
 in

terest in
 h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts o

r 
civ

il lib
erties —

 rig
h
t-w

in
g
 co

lu
m

n
ists su

ch
 as R

o
w

lan
d
 E

v
an

s an
d
 

R
o

b
ert N

o
v

ak
, G

eo
rg

ie A
n

n
e G

ey
er, Jo

sep
h

 S
o

b
ran

, an
d

 P
atrick

 
B

uchanan com
e im

m
ediately to m

ind —
 have som

e explaining to do 
as to w

hy they single out Israel for special condem
nation. T

he sam
e, 

of course, is true of nations w
ith abom

inable records on hum
an rights 

w
h
o
 lectu

re an
d
 h

ecto
r Israel o

n
 its lack

 o
f p

erfectio
n
 in

 th
ese areas. 

E
ven m

any Israelis I know
 often forget the big picture, in their rush 

to
 co

n
d
em

n
 p

articu
lar p

o
licies (esp

ecially
 w

h
en

 im
p
lem

en
ted

 b
y
 th

e 
p

arry
 to

 w
h

ich
 th

ey
 are o

p
p

o
sed

). 
T

h
e case fo

r Israel can
 an

d
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e m
ad

e n
o

t b
y

 co
m

p
ro

m
isin

g
 

principles of justice, egalitarianism
, civil liberties, and liberalism

, but 
rath

er b
y

 referen
ce to

 th
o

se lo
fty

 p
rin

cip
les. I d

o
 n

o
t sh

rin
k

 fro
m

 
m

ak
in

g
 th

at case, ev
en

 th
o

u
g

h
 it req

u
ires an

 o
ccasio

n
al criticism

 o
f 

specific Israeli practices —
 any m

ore than I shrink aw
ay from

 m
aking 

the case for A
m

erica w
ith full aw

areness and acknow
ledgm

ent of our 
im

p
erfectio

n
s in

 p
ractice. 

W
h
en

 m
y
 frien

d
s an

d
 I w

ere g
ro

w
in

g
 u

p
 in

 o
u
r O

rth
o
d
o
x
 shied in 

B
ro

o
k

ly
n

, th
e p

ro
b
lem

 o
f Israeli actio

n
s co

n
flictin

g
 w

ith
 p

erso
n

al 
p
h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 aro

se alm
o
st ex

clu
siv

ely
 in

 th
e co

n
tex

t o
f relig

io
n
: th

e 
secu

lar state o
f Israel w

as ju
st n

o
t relig

io
u
s en

o
u
g
h
 fo

r u
s. 

O
u
r fam

ilies an
d
 teach

ers d
id

 n
o
t tak

e th
e ex

trem
ist v

iew
, asso

ci-
ated

 w
ith

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
s su

ch
 as N

etu
rai K

arte, th
at th

e estab
lish

m
en

t 
o
f a Jew

ish
 state b

efo
re th

e arriv
al o

f th
e M

essiah
 w

as a m
isg

u
id

ed
 

h
eresy

. W
e w

ere to
o
 p

ractical fo
r th

at. T
h
ere w

ere ten
s o

f th
o
u
san

d
s 

of displaced persons, survivors of the H
olocaust, w

ho had now
here to 

g
o
. W

h
a
te

v
e
r o

n
e
's re

lig
io

u
s v

ie
w

s —
 a

n
d

 w
e
 d

e
b
a
te

d
 th

e
se

 
endlessly —

 the H
olocaust had m

ade Israel a practical necessity. B
ut 

th
at d

id
n

't m
ean

 it h
ad

 to
 b

e so
 secu

lar! 
A

s lo
n
g
 as th

e issu
es rem

ain
ed

 o
n
 th

at lev
el, th

e co
n
flict b

etw
een

 
o
u
r Z

io
n
ism

 an
d
 o

u
r criticism

 d
id

 n
o
t create an

y
 d

ilem
m

a. N
o
b
o
d
y
 

ex
cep

t th
e Jew

s g
av

e a d
am

n
 ab

o
u
t o

u
r little in

tern
al d

isp
u
tes! It w

as 
a fig

h
t w

ith
in

 th
e fam

ily
. 

E
v
ery

th
in

g
 ch

an
g
ed

 after th
e S

ix
-D

ay
 W

ar o
f 1

9
6
7
, w

h
en

 Israel's 
status seem

ed transform
ed from

 underdog to victorious w
arrior. N

ow
 

everyone in the w
orld seem

s to give a dam
n —

 an
d

 h
av

e an
 o

p
in

io
n

 -
about w

hat Israel does, how
 A

m
erican Jew

s judge Israeli actions, and 
w

hat w
e say, or don't say, about Israel. T

his is understandable, w
ithin 

b
ra

d
 	

.2
;3

 

lim
its, since the issues now

 do involve others, prim
arily P

alestinians 
both inside and outside Israel. T

he disputes are no longer w
ithin the 

fam
ily. 

T
he stakes for Israel are also far higher than they w

ere w
hen w

e used 
to

 criticize it as k
id

s. E
v

ery
 cu

rren
t criticism

 o
f Israel —

 w
h

eth
er 

m
ade by Israelis, A

m
erican Jew

s, or others —
 is used by its enem

ies 
as p

art o
f an

 ex
p
licit in

tern
atio

n
al cam

p
aig

n
 to

 d
eleg

itim
ate Israel. 

T
h
e n

o
to

rio
u
s "Z

io
n
ism

 is a fo
rm

 o
f racism

" reso
lu

tio
n
 is th

e m
o
st 

striking exam
ple. N

or is it over, as the repeated efforts to w
ithdraw

 
Israel's credentials in the U

N
 G

eneral A
ssem

bly attest, and the con-
stant com

parisons betw
een Israel and S

outh A
frica —

 w
hich has been 

delegitim
ized by the w

orld com
m

unity. 
I h

av
e b

een
 activ

ely
 stru

g
g
lin

g
 w

ith
 th

is d
ilem

m
a sin

ce 1
9
6
7
. 

B
efo

re th
at tim

e, I saw
 	

and still see —
 no conflict betw

een m
y 

Z
io

n
ism

 an
d

 m
y

 m
o

ral p
rin

cip
les. Israel w

as alm
o

st en
tirely

 in
 th

e 
right. T

he Israeli-A
rab conflict w

as as sim
ple a clash betw

een good and 
ev

il as ex
isted

 in
 o

u
r im

p
erfect w

o
rld

. It is im
p
o
rtan

t to
 recall th

e 
p
re-1

9
6
7
 situ

atio
n
 in

 o
rd

er to
 g

iv
e co

n
tex

t to
 th

e p
o
st-1

9
6
7
 criti-

cism
s. 

T
he Jew

s had earned their right to a hom
eland. T

hey had settled and 
w

orked m
ostly barren areas of the B

ritish m
andate of P

alestine, w
hich 

they had bought—
 w

ith the help of contributions from
 our blue-and-

w
hite Jew

ish-N
ational F

und boxes —
 largely from

 absentee landlords. 
T

h
ey

 b
u
ilt h

o
sp

itals, sch
o

o
ls, an

d
 k

ib
b
u
tzim

, an
d
 estab

lish
ed

 th
e 

infrastructure of a state. T
hey quite literally turned sw

am
pland into 

orchards and m
ade the desert bloom

. M
ore im

portant, because of the 
actions of the entire w

orld tow
ard Jew

s —
 their second-class status and 

the barriers to their im
m

igration —
 it had becom

e clear that the Jew
s 

needed a state. 
T

hey w
ere prepared to com

prom
ise their biblical and historic claim

s 
an

d
 to

 accep
t a fractio

n
 o

f P
alestin

e as th
eirs. B

u
t after th

e U
n
ited

 
N

ations' 1947 decision to dissolve the B
ritish m

andate and partition 
P

alestine into tw
o states, one for Jew

s and one for A
rabs, the A

rabs 
refused to agree to Jew

ish sovereignty over an inch of P
alestine, even 

over land on w
hich no A

rab lived. O
nly three years after the close of 

the H
olocaust, A

rab leaders, m
any of w

hom
 supported H

itler's geno-
cid

e, w
ere callin

g
 fo

r a w
ar o

f ex
term

in
atio

n
 ag

ain
st th

e Jew
s —

 a 
"m

om
entous m

assacre w
hich w

ill be spoken of like the M
ongolian 
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nassacres and the C
rusades." T

he grand m
ufti of Jerusalem

, w
ho had 

.pent the w
ar years in B

erlin w
ith H

ider, expressed "greatest joy and 

leep
est g

ratificatio
n
" fo

r th
e N

azi acco
m

p
lish

m
en

ts an
d
 d

eclared
 a 

'holy w
ar" w

hose goal w
as to "m

urder the Jew
s! M

urder them
 all!"2  

T
he 1948 w

ar w
as entirely the fault of the A

rab states (w
ith a little 

encouragem
ent from

 the B
ritish), w

hich w
ere determ

ined ro abort the 

new
 nation of Israel before its birth. Israel endured, w

ith m
uch loss of 

life, including m
any w

ho had survived H
itler's ovens. W

hen a truce 

w
as finally declared, Jordan w

as left in control of the Jew
ish quarter of 

Jeru
salem

 —
 w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 co
n
tin

u
o
u
sly

 p
o
p
u
lated

 b
y
 O

rth
o
d
o
x
 

Jew
s for centuries —

 and destroyed the Jew
ish holy places, including 

historically significant synagogues and yeshivas. G
raves and artifacts 

w
ere desecrated. Jew

s w
ere denied access to the W

estern W
all, long a 

place for prayer and lam
entation. (It w

as nor destroyed because it is a 

retaining w
all for the T

em
ple M

ount, on w
hich one of Islam

's holiest 

m
osques w

as built). 

L
ittle p

ro
test w

as h
eard

 fro
m

 th
e in

tern
atio

n
al co

m
m

u
n
ity

 —
 o

r 

from
 the religious w

orld. Israel and the Jew
ish people accepted the loss 

o
f th

e Jew
ish

 q
u
arter an

d
 w

en
t o

n
 w

ith
 th

e b
u
sin

ess o
f b

u
ild

in
g
 a 

state. T
h
e A

rab
s k

ep
t fig

h
tin

g
, d

ip
lo

m
atically

 an
d
 terro

ristically
.*

 

A
ccording to the A

rabs, all of Israel w
as occupied territory. T

here 

w
as n

o
 ro

o
m

 fo
r co

m
p
ro

m
ise. A

s th
e k

in
g
 o

f S
au

d
i A

rab
ia p

u
t it in

 

1954: "T
he A

rab nations should sacrifice up to to m
illion of their 50 

m
illion people, if necessary to w

ipe out Israel. . . . Israel to the A
rab 

w
orld is like a cancer to the hum

an body, and the only w
ay of rem

edy 

is 
to

 u
p
ro

o
t it, ju

st lik
e a can

cer." In
 1

9
5
9
, P

resid
en

t G
am

al A
b
d
el 

N
asser of E

gypt announced "on behalf of the U
nited A

rab R
epublic 

people, that this tim
e w

e w
ill exterm

inate Israel." N
asser repeated that 

pledge just nine days before the start of the S
ix-D

ay W
ar in 1967. F

our 

days later, P
resident A

ref of Iraq declared: "T
he existence of Israel is 

an error w
hich m

ust be rectified. T
his is our opportunity to w

ipe out 

the ignom
iny w

hich has been w
ith us since 1948. O

ur goal is clear -

to
 w

ip
e Israel o

ff th
e m

ap
."3  

T
he big issue betw

een 1948 and 1967 w
as the A

rab "refugees" w
ho 

had left Israel and m
oved to areas under the control of A

rabs. T
here 

w
as g

reat co
n
tro

v
ersy

, b
o
th

 w
ith

in
 Israel an

d
 o

u
tsid

e, o
v
er w

h
eth

er 

• R
em

em
b
er, (h

is w
as b

efo
re th

ere w
as an

y
 occu

p
ation

 or alifteltiti011 of the W
est B

an
k
, th

e 

G
in

 S
trip

, o
r E

ast Jeru
salem

. A
t-  least before any occupation by Jew

s'. A
ll of this "P

alestinian" 

an
d
 h

ad
, o

f co
u
rse, b

een
 o

ccu
p
ied

 b
y
 Jo

rd
an

 an
d
 E

g
y
p
t, b

u
t w

ith 
n
o
 p

ro
test fro

m
 th

e 

Israel 	
2
1
5
 

th
ese A

rab
 refu

g
ees h

ad
 b

een
 p

u
sh

ed
 o

u
t b

y
 Israel o

r h
ad

 left o
n
 th

e 

in
stru

ctio
n
s o

f A
rab

 lead
ers w

ith
 th

e p
ro

m
ise o

f a g
lo

rio
u
s retu

rn
. 

T
h
ere is o

b
v
io

u
sly

 so
m

e tru
th

 to
 b

o
th

 p
o
sitio

n
s. C

ertain
ly

, m
an

y
 

A
rab

s w
ere frig

h
ten

ed
 aw

ay
 b

y
 Israeli so

ld
iers; so

m
e o

b
v
io

u
sly

 left 

after h
earin

g
 o

f civ
ilian

 "m
assacres." (W

h
eth

er th
ese acco

u
n
ts w

ere 

tru
e, false, ex

ag
g
erated

, o
r co

v
ered

 u
p
 is n

o
t as relevant as w

hether 

th
ey

 w
ere b

eliev
ed

 b
y
 th

e A
rab

s w
h
o
 left.) 

A
s a civ

il lib
ertarian

 an
d
 h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts activ

ist, I w
as n

ev
er m

u
ch

 

m
oved by the claim

s of these refugees. P
olitical solutions often require 

the m
ovem

ent of people, and such m
ovem

ent is not alw
ays voluntary. 

M
ak

in
g
 A

rab
 fam

ilies m
o
v
e 	

in
tact —

 fro
m

 o
n
e A

rab
 v

illag
e o

r 

to
w

n
 to

 an
o
th

er m
ay

 co
n
stitu

te a h
u
m

an
 rig

h
ts v

io
latio

n
. B

u
t in

 th
e 

w
h
o
le sp

ectru
m

 o
f h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts issu

es —
 esp

ecially
 tak

in
g
 in

to
 ac-

co
u
n
t th

e ev
en

ts in
 E

u
ro

p
e d

u
rin

g
 th

e 1
9
4
o
s —

 it is a fifth
-rate issu

e 

an
alo

g
o
u
s in

 m
an

y
 resp

ects to
 so

m
e m

assiv
e u

rb
an

 ren
ew

al o
r o

ch
er 

projects that require large-scale m
ovem

ent of people. F
or exam

ple, the 

building of the A
sw

an H
igh D

am
 in E

gypt necessitated the relocation 

o
f ro

o
,0

0
0
 A

rab
s an

d
 th

e d
estru

ctio
n
 o

f n
u
m

ero
u
s A

rab
 v

illag
es. 4  

T
here w

ere certainly num
erous precedents follow

ing both w
orld w

ars, 

as w
ell as o

th
er recen

t d
islo

th
in

g
 ev

en
ts o

f h
isto

ry
 —

 in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e 

estab
lish

m
en

t o
f n

ew
 states. T

h
ere w

ere so
 m

an
y
 refu

g
ee g

ro
u
p
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

e p
o
stw

ar w
o
rld

, an
d
 in

 so
 m

u
ch

 w
o
rse co

n
d
itio

n
, th

at 

it is d
ifficu

lt to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 w

h
y
 th

is p
articu

lar d
islo

catio
n
 assu

m
ed

 

su
ch

 in
tern

atio
n
al p

ro
p
o
rtio

n
s. 

F
o
r ex

am
p
le, fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e en
d
 o

f W
o
rld

 W
ar II, ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 

fifteen m
illion ethnic G

erm
ans w

ere forcibly expelled from
 their hom

es 

in P
oland, C

zechoslovakia, H
ungary, R

om
ania, Y

ugoslavia, and ocher 

C
entral and E

astern E
uropean areas w

here their fam
ilies had lived for 

cen
tu

ries. T
w

o
 m

illio
n
 d

ied
 d

u
rin

g
 th

is fo
rced

 ex
p
u
lsio

n
. C

zech
o
slo

-

v
ak

ia alo
n
e ex

p
elled

 n
early

 th
ree m

illio
n
 S

u
d
eten

 G
erm

an
s, tu

rn
in

g
 

th
em

 in
to

 d
isp

laced
 p

erso
n
s. T

h
e U

n
ited

 S
tares, G

reat B
ritain

, an
d
 

the international com
m

unity in general approved these expulsions, as 

n
ecessary

 to
 secu

re a m
o
re lastin

g
 p

eace. T
h
e p

resen
ce o

f "d
islo

y
al 

m
in

o
rities," o

r so
-called

 fifth
 co

lu
m

n
s, h

ad
 h

elp
ed

 to
 d

estab
ilize E

u
-

ro
p
e o

n
 th

e ev
e o

f W
o
rld

 W
ar II. It w

o
u
ld

 b
e a so

u
rce o

f in
creased

 

stab
ility

 if "p
o
p
u
latio

n
 tran

sfers" co
u
ld

 p
ro

d
u
ce a n

ew
 E

u
ro

p
e w

h
ere 

G
erm

an
s liv

ed
 o

n
ly

 in
 th

e tw
o
 G

erm
an

ies an
d
 o

th
er n

atio
n
s h

ad
 

populations that reflected their ow
n ethnic and linguistic backgrounds. 

P
resident F

ranklin R
oosevelt's assistant H

arry H
opkins m

em
orialized 

h
is b

o
ss's v

iew
 th

at alth
o
u
g
h
 tran

sfer o
f eth

n
ic G

erm
an

s "is a h
ard

 



procedure, it is the only w
ay to m

aintain peace." A
nd V

iscount C
ran-

borne said in the B
ritish H

ouse of L
ords: 

T
he hum

anitarian case m
ust be considered in relation to the causes of 

w
ar. It can fairly be said, I think, that the suffering caused by a w

eek's 

w
ar w

ould be m
ore than the suffering caused by the efficient resettle-

m
ent of these populations w

hose present situation is liable to endanger 

fu
tu

re peace.' 

T
he ethnic G

erm
an populations of these E

uropean countries had 

included individual traitors, saboteurs, and fifth colum
nists. B

ut they 

had also included significant num
bers of sim

ple farm
ers, factory w

ork-

ers, and apolitical people w
ho just happened to speak G

erm
an and live 

in G
erm

an enclaves. B
ut since "their people'.  had started the w

ar and 

then lost, it w
as deem

ed appropriate for entire ethnic G
erm

an com
-

m
unities to bear the burden of relocation in order to reduce the like-

lihood of future w
ars. O

n the scale of hum
an rights violations, forced 

transfer of m
inority ethnic populations in order to enhance the stabil-

ity of the region did not w
eigh heavily in the postw

ar era_
6  

C
om

parable transfers of populations, though far less system
atic, 

w
ere occurring in the M

iddle E
ast at about the sam

e rim
e. H

undreds 

of thousands of S
ephardic Jew

s, w
ho had lived in A

rab and Islam
ic 

countries for centuries, w
ere officially encouraged to em

igrate. S
om

e 

w
anted to go. O

thers w
ere frightened into leaving by the prospect of 

an Islam
ic holy w

ar directed against them
, or by the danger that they 

m
ight be held hostage (as the rem

nants of S
yrian Jew

s have been). 

S
im

ilarly, m
any A

rab residents of the new
 Jew

ish nation of Israel 

w
ere encouraged to em

igrate to Islam
ic countries by a com

bination of 

factors, including fear, a desire to live under Islam
ic rule, and political 

considerations. * 

T
he exchange of populations in the M

iddle E
ast served som

e of the 

sam
e goals as the far m

ore extensive, lethal, and system
atic one that 

w
as taking place in E

urope. It w
ould rem

ove potential fifth colum
ns, 

stabilize the region, and enhance the prospects for peace. 

B
ut the A

rab leaders did not w
ant peace. T

hey used the refugee 

• In assessing the m
orality of these transfers, it m

ust also be recalled that m
any P

alestinian 

leaders supported H
ider during W

orld W
ar IL

 T
hey also actively and successfully opposed 

opening the doom
 of P

alestine to Jew
ish im

m
igration during the H

olocaust. T
hey w

ere 

not —
 as is som

etim
es claim

ed —
 entirely innocent bystanders to the H

olocaust. T
hey bear 

som
e m

oral responsibility. 

2
1
6
 	

C
l1

U
 e

 e
rn

e
 

issu
e to

 en
co

u
rag

e co
n
tin

u
in

g
 b

ellig
eren

cy
. It b

ecam
e an

 ex
cu

se fo
r n

o
t 

m
ak

in
g
 p

eace —
 fo

r n
o
r accep

tin
g
 th

e reality
 th

at th
e an

cien
t lan

d
 o

f 

Israel-P
alestin

e co
u
ld

 b
e p

o
p
u
lated

 b
y
 tw

o
 p

eo
p
les an

d
 d

iv
id

ed
 in

to
 

tw
o
 n

atio
n
s. 

It sh
o
u
ld

 b
e recalled

 ch
at b

etw
een

 1
9
4
8
 an

d
 1

9
6
7
, Israel 

p
o
sed

 n
o
 b

arrier to
 th

e estab
lish

m
en

t o
f a P

alestin
ian

 state o
n
 th

e W
est 

B
an

k
 an

d
 in

 G
aza_

 T
h
ere w

as n
o
 P

alestin
ian

 state b
ecau

se th
e A

rab
 

lead
ers d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t a P

alestin
ian

 state alo
n
g
sid

e a Jew
ish

 state. T
h
eir 

c
o
lle

c
tiv

e
 g

o
a
l w

a
s th

e
 to

ta
l d

e
stru

c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 Je

w
ish

 sta
te

. T
h
e
 

P
alestin

ian
 refu

g
ees w

o
u
ld

 b
etter serv

e th
at g

o
al if th

ey
 w

ere k
ep

t in
 

cam
p
s as a h

o
m

eless p
eo

p
le th

an
 if th

ey
 w

ere allo
w

ed
 to

 m
o
v
e o

u
t o

f 

th
e cam

p
s an

d
 estab

lish
 th

eir o
w

n
 state. 

I b
eliev

ed
 th

en
, an

d
 I b

eliev
e n

o
w

, th
at th

o
se w

h
o
 sin

g
led

 o
u
r th

e 

"p
lig

h
t" o

f th
e A

rab
 refu

g
ees w

ere m
o
re in

terested
 in

 sin
g
lin

g
 o

u
t 

th
o
se w

h
o
 h

ad
 alleg

ed
ly

 cau
sed

 th
e p

ro
b
lem

 —
 n

am
ely

 th
e Jew

s -

.. th
an

 th
ey

 w
ere in

 h
elp

in
g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 w

ere its v
ictim

s. E
lev

atin
g
 th

e 

A
rab

 refu
g
ee p

ro
b
lem

 ab
o
v
e th

e far m
o
re co

m
p
ellin

g
 p

ro
b
lem

 o
f o

th
er 

g
ro

u
p
s w

as a fo
rm

 o
f in

d
irect in

tern
atio

n
al an

ti-S
em

itism
, accep

tab
le 

in
 a w

o
rld

 to
o
 clo

se to
 th

e H
o
lo

cau
st to

 leg
itim

ate d
irect an

ti-Jew
ish

 

b
ig

o
try

.° 
A

n
y
 fair assessm

en
t o

f th
e A

rab
 refu

g
ee p

ro
b
lem

 m
ad

e it clear th
at 

at b
o
tto

m
 it w

asn
't p

rim
arily

 a h
u
m

an
 rig

h
ts issu

e. T
h
e h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts 

asp
ect o

f th
e d

islo
catio

n
 co

u
ld

 easily
 h

av
e b

een
 so

lv
ed

 b
y
 th

e A
rab

 

states, w
ith

 th
e assistan

ce o
f th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s. S

ev
eral A

rab
 states 

w
ere, an

d
 still are, d

esp
erately

 in
 n

eed
 o

f p
o
p
u
latio

n
. H

ad
 th

ese stares 

b
een

 w
illin

g
 to

 settle th
e A

rab
 refu

g
ees —

 as Israel settled
 th

e Jew
ish

 

refu
g
ees fro

m
 A

rab
 co

u
n
tries —

 th
e h

u
m

an
 rig

h
ts asp

ect o
f th

e p
ro

b
-

lem
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
isap

p
eared

. T
h
e refu

g
ees w

o
u
ld

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er b

e state-

less. T
h
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e citizen

s o
f an

 A
rab

 n
atio

n
, w

ith
 all th

e "rig
h
ts" 

th
at su

ch
 citizen

sh
ip

 en
tails. B

u
t a d

eterm
in

ed
 an

d
 co

o
rd

in
ated

 effo
rt 

w
as m

ad
e to

 sto
p
 —

 activ
ely

 p
rev

en
t —

 A
rab

 refu
g
ees fro

m
 b

ein
g
 

settled
 in

 o
ch

er states. T
h
ey

 w
ere b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 as stateless w
o
rk

ers b
u
t 

d
en

ied
 citizen

sh
ip

 o
r p

erm
an

en
t resid

en
ce. T

h
e d

ecisio
n
 w

as m
ad

e to
 

k
eep

 m
an

y
 o

f th
e refu

g
ees in

 h
o
rrib

le cam
p
s, p

recisely
 to

 en
co

u
rag

e 

• A
 N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

e, story of A
u

gu
st 12, I99o, d

escrib
ed

 th
e p

ligh
t of -

fifteen
 m

illion
 m

en
, 

w
o
m

en
 a

n
d

 ch
ild

ren
"

 w
h

o
 h

a
v
e b

een
 -

in
tern

ation
ally recogn

ized
 as refu

gees."
 F

ollow
in

g 

W
orld

 W
ar 11, th

e n
u

m
b

er w
as b

etw
een

 th
irty-th

ree an
d

 forty-th
ree m

illion
, an

d
 at th

e tim
e 

th
e P

alestin
ian

 refu
gee p

rob
lem

 b
egan

 —
 w

ith
 600,000 to 750,00o refu

gees —
 th

e n
u

m
b

er 

th
rou

gh
ou

t th
e w

orld
 w

as b
etw

een
 sixteen

 an
d

 eigh
teen

 m
illion

. M
an

y of th
e cu

rren
t grou

p
 

are refu
gees from

 Islam
ic n

ation
s. Y

et th
e w

orld
 k

n
ow

s little of th
eir situ

ation
. O

n
ly th

e 

P
alestin

ian
 refu

gees h
ave received

 w
id

esp
read

 in
tern

ation
al su

p
p

ort. It is fair to ask
 w

h
y. 



C
H

U
T

Z
P

A
H

 

!r's H
o
lo

cau
st an

d
 P

o
l P

o
t's g

en
o
cid

e in
 C

am
b
o
d
ia d

id
 n

o
t ran

-

ly
 k

ill civ
ilian

s. N
o
r w

as it w
eak

n
ess alo

n
e th

at cau
sed

 th
ese -

other —
 m

oral sufferers to forbear from
 easy recourse to random

 

nce. It w
as a refusal to low

er them
selves to the im

m
oral m

eans 

by their oppressors. 
contrast, P

alestinian terrorism
 began before the Israeli occupation 

ie W
est B

ank and G
aza S

trip. T
he grievance of the pre-1967 A

rab 

rists w
as prim

arily over disputed land. E
ven after the occupation, 

g
riev

an
ce w

as o
v
er stateh

o
o
d
, n

o
t life o

r lib
erty

. T
h
is is n

o
t to

 

grate the claim
 of P

alestinians —
 or stateless people such as the 

cls, A
rm

enians, T
atars, or num

erous others —
 to political nation-

i. It is to dem
onstrate that on a scale of m

oral claim
s, that of th

e 

stin
ian

s ran
k
s co

m
p
arativ

ely
 lo

w
. N

o
r d

o
es it ran

k
 p

articu
larly

 

1 in term
s of the need to focus attention. D

isproportionate w
orld 

atio
n
; as m

easu
red

 b
y
 su

p
p
o
rt fro

m
 th

e U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s an

d
 in

-

dual countries, has been paid to the P
alestinians, as com

pared to 

:r stateless and aggrieved people. 

'et d
esp

ite th
e relativ

e w
eak

n
ess o

f th
eir m

o
ral claim

s, v
ario

u
s 

.stin
ian

 g
ro

u
p
s 	

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 w

ith
 Y

asir A
rafat's F

atah
 an

d
 th

e 

)—
 h

av
e reso

rted
 to

 the m
ost vicious form

s of terrorism
 against 

x
en

t civ
ilian

s, in
clu

d
in

g
 ch

ild
ren

. 

he w
orld m

ay have to deal w
ith terrorists in order to save lives. 

the m
oral scandal is that in addition to sim

ply dealing w
ith these 

o
rists, m

u
ch

 o
f th

e w
o
rld

 h
as honored them

. T
he standing ovation 

n- cled Y
asir A

rafat —
 the architect of international terrorism

 —
 by 

iy
 U

N
 representatives in G

eneva in 1988 w
ill live in infam

y. T
he 

lingness of w
orld statesm

en —
 including the pope and other m

oral 

lets -- to
 treat A

rafat as a p
erso

n
 d

eserv
in

g
 o

f trib
u
te is b

ey
o
n
d
 

ral com
prehension. 

n
 resp

o
n
se, it is o

ften
 arg

u
ed

 th
at Israeli p

rim
e m

in
isters M

e-

hem
 B

egin and Y
itzhak S

ham
ir had also been terrorists, during the 

rs of the B
ritish m

andate. T
hat is a false analogy. T

he nature of the 

;in
-S

h
am

ir terro
rism

 —
 u

n
ju

stified
 as it w

as in
 m

y
 v

iew
 —

 w
as 

y
 d

ifferen
t fro

m
 A

rafat's. It w
as d

irected
 p

rim
arily

 at B
ritish

 an
d
 

ib
 m

ilitary
 targ

ets, n
o
t at fam

ilies trav
elin

g
 o

n
 civ

ilian
 airlin

es. 

idler B
egin nor S

ham
ir w

as rew
arded for his terrorism

; indeed, they 

d
 a h

eav
y
 p

rice, b
ein

g
 releg

ated
 to

 m
in

o
rity

 statu
s w

ith
in

 th
e 

p
olitical system

 for d
ecad

es. A
n

d
 even today, th

ey d
o n

ot 

rive standin&
ovations at the U

nited N
ations. 

• 
• 	

• 

b
ra

d
 	

2
2
1
 

D
esp

ite th
e h

y
p
o
critical o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 Israel b
y
 so

m
e in

flu
en

tial o
ffi-

cials, grass-roots support for the beleaguered Jew
ish nation w

as w
ide-

sp
read

 in
 A

m
erica an

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e w
estern

 w
o
rld

. M
u
ch

 o
f th

is 

ch
an

g
ed

 fo
llo

w
in

g
 Israel's v

icto
ry

 o
v
er th

e u
n
ited

 A
rab

 arm
ies in

 

1
9
6
7
. Israel cap

tu
red

 th
e S

in
ai fro

m
 E

g
y
p
t, th

e G
o
lan

 H
eig

h
ts fro

m
 

S
y
ria, an

d
 th

e W
est B

an
k
 (in

clu
d
in

g
 E

ast Jeru
salem

 an
d
 th

e O
ld

 

C
ity

) fro
m

 Jo
rd

an
. T

h
e S

ix
-D

ay
 W

ar w
as p

lain
ly

 a d
efen

siv
e o

n
e 

fro
m

 Israel's p
ersp

ectiv
e. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 Israel stru

ck
 th

e first m
ilitary

 

b
lo

w
 w

ith
 its p

reem
p
tiv

e strik
e ag

ain
st th

e E
g
y
p
tian

 air fo
rce, th

ere 

can
 b

e little d
o
u
b
t th

at E
g
y
p
t h

ad
 started

 th
e w

ar b
y
 its clo

su
re o

f 

th
e S

trait o
f T

iran
 to

 Israeli sh
ip

p
in

g
; th

e clo
sin

g
 o

f an
 in

tern
atio

n
al 

w
aterw

ay
 is reco

g
n
ized

 as an
 act o

f w
ar, ju

stify
in

g
 a m

ilitary
 re-

sp
o
n
se. Israel h

ad
 clearly

 w
arn

ed
 th

at th
e clo

sin
g
 o

f th
e strait w

o
u
ld

 

b
e so

 tak
en

. 
M

o
reo

v
er, P

resid
en

t N
asser o

f E
g
y
p
t h

ad
 p

u
b
licly

 d
eclared

 th
at a 

state of w
ar existed betw

een E
gypt and Israel and that he w

ould select 

th
e ap

p
ro

p
riate m

o
m

en
t to

 u
n
leash

 h
is fo

rm
id

ab
le m

ilitary
 m

ach
in

e -

and those of his S
yrian, Jordanian, and other A

rab allies —
 in order to 

"d
riv

e th
e Jew

s in
to

 th
e sea." In

tern
atio

n
al law

 reco
g
n
izes th

at n
o
 

n
atio

n
 n

eed
 w

ait u
n
til it is p

laced
 o

n
 th

e d
efen

siv
e b

y
 a m

ilitary
 

in
v
asio

n
 b

efo
re it strik

es !p
ick

. A
 p

reem
p
tiv

e strik
e d

esig
n
ed

 to
 p

re-

v
en

t an
 im

m
in

en
t in

v
asio

n
 is u

n
iv

ersally
 reg

ard
ed

 as p
ro

p
er an

d
 law

-

ful. F
or exam

ple, if the U
nited S

tates had obtained reliable intelligence 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
, o

n
 D

ecem
b
er r, 1

9
4
1
, ab

o
u
t an

 im
m

in
en

t in
v
asio

n
 o

f 

P
earl H

arb
o
r, n

o
 o

n
e w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e d
isp

u
ted

 its leg
al 	

a
n
d
 m

o
ra

l - 

rig
h
t to

 d
estro

y
 th

e Jap
an

ese air fo
rce b

efo
re it co

u
ld

 reach
 H

aw
aii. 

T
h
e cap

tu
re o

f th
e W

est B
an

k
 w

as ev
en

 m
o
re d

efen
siv

e in
 n

atu
re 

th
an

 th
e cap

tu
re o

f th
e S

in
ai. Israel d

id
 n

o
r im

m
ed

iately
 m

o
v
e its 

tro
o
p
s in

to
 th

e W
est B

an
k
, ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 Jo

rd
an

, as req
u
ired

 b
y
 th

e 

term
s of its m

ilitary alliance w
ith E

gypt, had opened hostilities in and 

aro
u
n
d
 Jeru

salem
 an

d
 w

as in
flictin

g
 h

eav
y
 Jew

ish
 casu

alties th
ere. 

In
stead

, th
e Israeli g

o
v
ern

m
en

t sen
t an

 u
n
am

b
ig

u
o
u
s m

essag
e to

 th
e 

Jo
rd

an
ian

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t, assu
rin

g
 it th

at th
e Israeli arm

y
 w

o
u
ld

 m
ak

e 

no m
ove into the W

est B
ank or even the Jew

ish quarter of the O
ld C

ity 

if the Jordanians w
ould cease 

fig
h
tin

g
. B

u
t Jo

rd
an

 p
ersisted

 in
 its 

ag
g
ressio

n
, an

d
 th

e Israeli arm
y
 resp

o
n
d
ed

 b
y
 cap

tu
rin

g
 th

e W
est 

B
an

k
 an

d
 estab

lish
in

g
 its m

ilitary
 b

o
rd

er at th
e Jo

rd
an

 R
iv

er. 

T
h
e sto

ry
 o

f th
e G

o
lan

 is so
m

ew
h
at-d

ifferen
t. A

s an
y
o
n
e w

h
o
 h

as 

been atop the heights realizes, w
hoever controlspe steep high ground 

controls the valleys and lake below
. A

nd beneath the G
olan H

eights 



tC
H

U
T

Z
P

A
H

 

w
e
ll
-d

o
cu

m
en

te
d

 P
L

O
 p

ol
ic

y 
of

 p
la

ci
ng

 w
om

en
 a

nd
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

is
 t

er
-

ro
ri

st
 s

ta
gi

n
g 

ca
m

p
s,

 s
o 

th
at

 I
sr

ae
l 

ca
n

n
ot

 b
om

b
 c

an
oe

is
ts

 w
th

zt
 

ru
n

n
in

g 
th

e 
ri

sk
 o

f 
ca

u
si

n
g 

"
ci

vi
li

an
"

 c
as

u
al

ti
es

. 

A
n

ot
h

er
 e

xa
m

p
le

 o
f 

va
li

d
 c

ri
ti

ci
sm

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 in

 a
n

 in
va

li
d

 (
i_

e_
_ 

k
n

ee
-j

er
k

) 
m

an
n

er
 r

el
at

es
 t

o 
fr

ee
 s

p
ee

ch
 a

n
d

 c
en

so
rs

h
ip

. T
h

er
e 

is
 6

06
 

m
o
re

 c
en

so
rs

h
ip

 a
n

d
 m

or
e 

fr
ee

 s
pe

ec
h 

fo
r 

A
ra

bs
 in

 th
e 

oc
cr

. 
tc

- 

ri
to

ri
es

 t
h

a
n

 i
n

 m
a
n

y
 d

em
o
cr

a
ti

c 
n

a
ti

o
n

s.
 J

a
p

a
n

. 
S

w
ed

e  .
.. 

C
as

a 

R
ic

a
 —

 a
s 

w
el

l 
a
s 

m
a
n

y
 s

m
a
ll

, 
h

o
m

o
g
en

eo
u

s 
to

w
n

s 
rt

u
o
ce

b
=

 

A
m

er
ic

a
 —

 h
a
v
e 

le
ss

 a
ct

u
al

 d
is

se
nt

 th
an

 th
at

 w
hi

ch
 n

av
a 

to
da

y 

th
e 

oc
cu

p
ie

d
 t

er
ri

to
ri

es
. D

es
p

it
e 

th
e 

ex
is

te
n

ce
 o

f 
fa

ct
u

al
 m

il
ir

a 
ce

i-

sc
ir

sh
ip

 o
f 

a 
k

in
d

 t
h

at
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 a
n

d
 s

h
ou

ld
 n

or
 b

e 
to

le
ra

te
d

 i
s 

d
e 

fr
ee

st
 o

f 
d

em
oc

ra
ci

es
, a

n
d

 d
es

p
it

e 
th

e 
u

n
ju

st
if

ie
d

 a
d

m
in

is
n

aM
ve

  d
c-

 

re
n

ti
on

 o
f 

so
m

e 
of

 t
h

e 
m

os
t 

ou
ts

p
ok

en
 a

n
ti

-I
sr

ae
l c

ri
ti

cs
, c

az
sa

in
io

k
 

fr
ee

d
o
m

 o
f 

ex
p

re
ss

io
n

 a
ga

in
st

 I
sr

ae
l i

s 
pe

rm
it

te
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

oc
-

cu
p

ie
d

 t
er

ri
to

ri
es

. A
ra

b
s 

w
it

h
in

 t
h

e 
te

rr
it

or
ie

s 
fi

n
d

 t
h

ey
 a

re
 i

t 
to

 

co
n

d
em

n
 I

sr
ae

l t
h

an
 t

o 
cr

it
ic

iz
e 

th
e 

P
L

O
 o

r 
to

 s
u

p
p

or
t 

Is
 s

el
. 

co
n

d
em

n
at

io
n

 o
f 

Is
ra

el
 m

ay
 r

es
u

lt
 in

 t
h

e 
te

m
p

or
ar

y 
sh

ia
rk

w
e 

ci
 a

 

rs
e-

w
sp

ap
er

 o
r 

th
e 

te
m

po
ra

ry
. d

et
en

ti
on

 o
f 

a 
po

lit
ic

al
 le

ad
er

. b
at

 d
ei

sm
 

fr
om

 t
h

e 
P

L
O

 li
n

e 
m

ay
 r

es
u

lt
 in

 w
h

at
 G

eo
rg

e 
B

er
n

ar
d

 S
h

aw
 ca

lle
d 

ri
r 

ta
lt

ir
n

at
e 

fo
rm

 o
f 

ce
n

so
rs

h
ip

, n
am

el
y 

as
sa

ss
in

at
io

n
. R

E
 =

m
ap

le
. i

n
 

re
sp

on
se

 t
o 

th
e 

m
ay

or
 o

f 
B

et
h

le
h

em
's

 p
ro

p
os

al
 o

f 
a 

ce
as

e-
In

a 
ia

 

In
ti

fa
d

a,
 Y

as
ir

 A
ra

fa
t 

th
re

at
en

ed
: 

"
W

h
oe

ve
r 

th
in

k
s 

of
 s

to
p

p
in

g 
d

r 

In
ti

fa
d

a 
b

ef
or

e 
it

 a
ch

ie
ve

s 
it

s 
go

al
s,

 1
 w

il
l g

iv
e 

h
im

 t
en

 b
u

ll
et

s 
a 

h
is

 

c
h

e
st

 
	T

o 
ad

ap
t 

an
 o

ld
 j

ok
e 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
So

vi
et

 U
ni

on
 t

o 
th

e 
cr

im
pe

d 

te
rr

it
or

ie
s:

 A
ra

b
s 

in
 H

eb
ro

n
 h

av
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
fr

ee
d

om
 a

s 
Je

w
s i

n 
Te

l 

A
vi

v 
—

 t
h

ey
 b

ot
h

 c
an

 c
ri

ti
ci

ze
 I

sr
ae

l 
an

d
 p

ra
is

e 
th

e 
M

X
 

In
de

ed
, i

t 
is

 f
ai

r 
to

 s
ay

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
fr

ee
st

 p
re

ss
 in

 t
he

 e
nt

ir
e 

A
rk

 w
ee

k 

is
 t

he
 a

ll-
to

o-
ce

ns
or

ed
 P

al
es

ti
ni

an
 p

re
ss

 in
 t

he
 W

es
t 

B
an

k 
It

 is
 a

im
 E

ta
-

to
 s

ay
 t

h
at

 i
f 

el
ec

ti
on

s 
w

er
e 

to
 b

e 
h

el
d

 o
n

 t
h

e 
re

st
 B

at
. 
t
 w

e
 

b
e 

th
e 

fr
ee

st
 e

le
ct

io
n

s 
in

 A
ra

b
 h

is
to

ry
. A

n
d

 it
 is

 b
ey

on
d

 d
sp

u
m

 

th
e 

m
os

t 
in

d
ep

en
d

en
t 

ju
d

ic
ia

ry
 t

o 
w

h
ic

h
 A

ra
b

s 
h

av
e 

ac
ce

ss 
an

yw
he

rt 

in
 t

h
e 

M
id

d
le

 E
as

t 
is

 t
h

e 
Is

ra
el

i c
ou

rt
 s

ys
te

m
. N

ot
e 

of
 t

h
is

 a
 t

o 
va

s 

th
at

 t
he

 p
re

ss
, e

le
ct

io
ns

, o
r 

th
e 

ju
di

ci
ar

y 
in

 t
he

 o
cc

ai
pi

ed
m

ai
m

on
 a

re
 

fr
ee

 e
n

ou
gh

 f
or

 m
y 

ta
st

es
. B

u
t 

it
 s

u
re

ly
 is

 b
et

te
r 

th
an

 a
n

yt
h

m
i:

 c
u

r-

re
n

tl
y
 a

v
a
il

a
b

le
 i

n
 t

h
e 

A
ra

b
 w

o
rl

d
. 

T
he

re
 a

re
 s

ev
er

al
 p

os
si

bl
e 

st
an

da
rd

s 
ag

ai
ns

t w
hi

ch
 I

sr
ae

li 
ro

od
uc

 is
 

th
e 

oc
cu

p
ie

d
 t

er
ri

to
ri

es
 c

an
 r

ea
so

n
ab

ly
 b

e 
ju

d
ge

d
. F

ir
st

, a
 g

er
n

al
ly

 

ac
ce

pt
ed

 u
nd

er
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l l

aw
, t

he
re

 is
 t

he
 s

ta
nd

ar
d 

of
 
	n

en
 

p
ra

ct
ic

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
p

re
vi

ou
s 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

 N
o 

on
e 

ca
n

 d
en

y 
M

at
 is

ae
 s

 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
th

e 
oc

cu
p

ie
d

 p
op

u
la

ti
on

 f
ar

 m
or

e 
le

ga
l p

ro
te

cn
oc

 a
n

d
 f

ir
 

b
ra

d
 

gr
ea

te
r 

hu
m

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
th

an
 d

id
 th

e 
pr

ee
xi

st
in

g 
go

ve
m

m
er

rt
s.

 T
he

re
 w

as
 

to
ta

l c
en

so
rs

hi
p 

an
d 

ty
ra

nn
y 

un
de

r 
Jo

rd
an

ia
n,

 S
yr

ia
n,

 a
nd

 E
gy

pt
ia

n 

ru
le

. A
 s

ec
on

d,
 a

nd
 r

el
at

ed
, s

ta
nd

ar
d 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
to

 c
om

pa
re

 t
he

 r
ig

ht
s 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
to

 t
he

 o
cc

up
ie

d 
po

pu
la

ti
on

s 
w

it
h 

th
os

e 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

to
 n

on
oc

-

cu
pi

ed
 c

it
iz

en
s 

of
 o

th
er

 A
ra

b 
an

d 
Is

la
m

ic
 s

ta
te

s 
in

 th
e 

re
gi

on
. A

ga
in

, 

Is
ra

el
 d

oe
s 

co
ns

id
er

ab
ly

 b
et

te
r 

by
 c

om
pa

ri
so

n.
 T

he
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
 o

f 

ne
ig

hb
or

in
g 

st
ar

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 I

ra
q,

 S
yr

ia
, a

nd
 S

au
di

 A
ra

bi
a 

of
fe

r 
th

ei
r 

re
si

de
nt

s 
al

m
os

t n
o 

hu
m

an
 r

ig
ht

s.
 I

nv
ar

ia
bl

y,
 th

ey
 s

ta
nd

 a
t t

he
 m

os
t 

re
pr

es
si

ve
 e

nd
 o

f 
an

y 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

ra
nk

in
g 

of
 h

um
an

 r
ig

ht
s 

vi
ol

at
or

s.
 

E
gy

pt
 a

nd
 J

or
da

n 
do

 a
 b

it
 b

et
te

r,
 b

ut
 t

he
 a

ve
ra

ge
 A

ra
b 

in
 t

he
 t

er
ri

-

to
ri

es
 o

cc
up

ie
d 

by
 I

sr
ae

l h
as

 a
t l

ea
st

 a
s 

m
uc

h 
fr

ee
do

m
 a

s 
th

e 
av

er
ag

e 

ci
ti

ze
n 

of
 E

gy
pt

 a
nd

 J
or

da
n,

 a
nd

 in
 s

om
e 

re
sp

ec
ts

 fa
r 

m
or

e.
9  

A
 t

hi
rd

 b
as

is
 f

or
 c

om
pa

ri
so

n 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ho
w

 o
th

er
 n

at
io

ns
 in

 t
he

 

w
or

ld
 to

da
y 

tr
ea

t t
he

ir
 c

it
iz

en
s 

or
 c

it
iz

en
s 

in
 a

re
as

 th
ey

 o
cc

up
y,

 a
nd

 

bo
w

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

it
y 

of
 n

at
io

ns
 r

es
po

nd
s 

to
 s

uc
h 

tr
ea

tm
en

t. 
T

he
 s

ho
rt

 

an
sw

er
 is

 t
ha

t 
se

ve
ra

l h
an

df
ul

s 
of

 d
em

oc
ra

ci
es

 a
ff

or
d 

th
ei

r 
ci

ti
ze

ns
 

gr
ea

te
r 

ri
gh

ts
 th

an
 th

os
e 

gr
an

te
d 

by
 I

sr
ae

l t
o 

th
e 

po
pu

la
ti

on
 it

 o
cc

u-

pi
es

. T
he

 v
as

t m
aj

or
it

y 
T

of
 n

at
io

ns
 tr

ea
t t

he
ir

 - c
it

iz
en

s 
n

o 
b

et
te

r 
or

 

w
or

se
. O

cc
up

yi
ng

 p
ow

er
s 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 h

is
to

ry
 h

av
e 

br
ut

al
ly

 s
up

pr
es

se
d 

th
os

e 
un

de
r 

th
ei

r 
co

nt
ro

l, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 w
he

n 
ac

ti
ve

 r
es

is
ta

nc
e,

 s
uc

h 
as

 

th
at

 r
ej

ec
te

d 
in

 t
he

 I
nt

if
ad

a,
 h

as
 c

on
ti

nu
ed

. T
he

 u
su

al
 r

es
po

ns
e 

to
 

vi
ol

en
t u

pr
is

in
gs

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ca

pi
ta

l p
un

is
hm

en
t c

ar
ri

ed
 o

ut
 o

n 
a 

la
rg

e 

sc
al

e.
 

F
in

al
ly

, t
he

re
 is

 th
e 

st
an

da
rd

 o
f h

um
an

 r
ig

ht
s 

ap
pl

ie
d 

by
 I

sr
ae

l t
o 

Is
ra

el
i c

it
iz

en
s.

 I
t i

s 
th

at
 v

er
y 

hi
gh

 s
ta

nd
ar

d 
—

 a
m

on
g 

th
e 

hi
gh

es
t i

n 

th
e 

ci
vi

liz
ed

 w
or

ld
—

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
Is

ra
el

i o
cc

up
yi

ng
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il 

di
so

be
di

en
ce

. J
ew

is
h 

le
ad

er
s w

er
e 

no
t a

fr
ai

d 
to

 g
o 

to
 ja

il 
fo

r 
bl

ac
k 

ci
vi

l r
ig

ht
s.

 B
ut

 th
ey

 w
er

e 
af

ra
id

 	
no

t p
hy

si
ca

lly
 

af
ra

id
, b

ut
 a

fr
ai

d 
of

 w
ha

t a
be

ts
 m

ig
ht

 th
in

k 
—

 to
 g

o 
to

 ja
il,

 to
 c

ha
in

 

th
em

se
lv

es
 to

 th
e 

W
hi

te
 H

ou
se

 g
at

e,
 a

nd
 to

 s
cr

ea
m

 to
 h

ig
h 

he
av

en
 

w
he

n 
th

e 
liv

es
 o

f f
el

lo
w

 J
ew

s 
w

er
e 

oo
 th

e 
lin

e.
 W

hi
le

 J
ew

is
h 

le
ad

er
s 

in
 P

ol
an

d 
an

d 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 E
ur

op
e 

w
er

e 
co

m
m

itt
in

g 
su

ic
id

e 
in

 a
 fu

til
e 

ef
fo

rt
 to

 c
on

ve
y 

th
e 

de
pt

h 
of

 th
e 

Je
w

is
h 

tr
ag

ed
y,

 n
o 

A
m

er
ic

an
 J

ew
 in

, 

—
 a

nd
 th

es
e 

w
er

e 
m

an
y 

in
 h

ig
h 

po
si

tio
ns

—
ne

n 
"

si
re

d
 

tw
 p

ia
tr

st
 o

ve
r 

A
m

er
ic

an
 r

ef
ir

ed
 to

 li
ft

 im
m

ig
ra

ti
on

 b
ar

ri
er

s,
 to

 b
om

b 

th
e 

m
il 

lin
es

 t
o 

A
us

ch
w

it
z.

 o
r 

as
 t

ak
e 

ot
he

r 
st

ep
s 

th
at

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

sa
ve

d 
Je

w
is

h 
liv

es
. J

ew
is

h 
le

ad
en

 in
si

st
ed

 o
n 

m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 t
he

ir
 d

ig
-

ni
fi

ed
 s

ile
nc

e,
 t

he
ir

 c
on

ic
°,

 a
nd

 t
he

ir
 lo

ya
lt

y 
to

 a
 m

or
al

ly
 r

ep
re

he
n-

si
bl

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

 p
ol

ic
y,

 fo
r 

fa
ir

 th
at

 to
 a

ct
 o

th
er

w
is

e 
w

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
a 

ba
d 

im
pr

es
si

on
 o

n 
th

ei
r 

"b
on

s:
 T

he
y 

di
d 

no
t w

an
t t

o 
sp

en
d 

th
e 

re
se

rv
e 

of
 

ca
p

it
al

 o
r 

go
od

w
il

l 
th

ey
 h

ad
 b

u
il

t 
u

p
 t

h
ro

u
gh

 g
en

er
at

io
n

s 
of

 

m
od

el
 c

it
iz

en
sh

ip
. T

he
y 

fa
ile

d 
to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
at

 th
is

 w
as

 th
e 

ti
m

e 
to

 

us
e 

th
at

 r
es

er
ve

, a
nd

 in
de

ed
 to

 b
or

ro
w

 e
ve

n 
be

yo
nd

 th
e 

lim
it

 o
f t

he
ir

 

cr
ed

it
. I

t w
as

 th
e 

ul
ti

m
at

e 
pr

oo
f t

ha
t A

m
er

ic
an

 J
ew

is
h 

le
ad

er
s 

di
d 

no
t 

re
ga

rd
 A

m
er

ic
an

 J
ew

s 
as

 fi
at

-c
la

ss
 A

m
er

ic
an

 c
it

iz
en

s,
 e

nt
it

le
d 

to
 d

e-

m
an

d 
ac

ti
on

 o
n 

be
ha

lf
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

m
or

ta
lly

 e
nd

an
ge

re
d 

br
ot

he
rs

 a
nd

 

si
st

er
s.

 
In

 h
is

 m
on

um
en

ta
l w

ee
k 

Th
e 

A
ba

nd
on

m
en

t o
f t

he
 J

ew
s,

 
hi

st
or

ia
n 

D
av

id
 W

ym
an

 o
ut

lin
ed

 t
w

el
ve

 s
te

ps
 t

ha
t 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ta
ke

n 
to

 

re
sc

ue
 h

un
dr

ed
s 

of
 t

ho
us

an
ds

 o
f 

Je
w

s.
 E

ac
h 

of
 t

he
se

 s
te

ps
 w

as
 a

c-

tu
al

ly
 p

ro
po

se
d 

du
ri

ng
 t

he
 H

ol
oc

au
st

. S
om

e 
w

er
e 

as
 s

im
pl

e 
as

 n
o-

ti
fy

in
g 

th
e 

Je
w

s 
of

 E
u

ro
p

e 
of

 t
h

e 
fa

re
 •

 t
h

at
 a

w
ai

te
d

 t
h

em
 a

t 

A
us

ch
w

it
z 

an
d 

th
e 

ot
he

r 
ex

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

ca
m

ps
. A

s 
on

e 
of

 t
h

e 
fe

w
 

Je
w

s 
w

h
o 

es
ca

p
ed

 f
ro

m
 A

u
sc

h
w

it
z,

 R
u

d
ol

p
h

 W
k

s,
 la

te
r 

p
u

t 
it

-.
 

- W
ou

ld
 a

ny
bo

dy
 g

et
 m

e 
al

iv
e 

as
 A

us
ch

w
it

z 
if

 I
 h

ad
 t

hi
s 

in
fo

rm
s-

ti
on

? 
W

ou
ld

 t
ho

us
an

ds
 a

nd
 t

ho
us

an
ds

 o
f 

ab
le

-b
od

ie
d 

Je
w

is
h 

m
en

 

se
nd

 t
he

ir
 c

hi
ld

re
n,

 w
iv

es
 a

nd
 m

ot
he

rs
 t

o 
A

us
ch

w
it

z 
fr

om
 a

ll 
ov

er
 

E
u

ro
p

e,
 if

 t
h

ey
 k

n
ew

r 
It

 w
as

 c
en

tr
al

 t
o 

th
e 

su
cc

es
s 

of
 t

h
e 

N
az

i 

ge
no

ci
da

l p
la

n 
th

at
 t

he
 v

ic
ti

m
s 

he
 d

ec
ei

ve
d 

in
to

 b
el

ie
vi

ng
 t

ha
t 

th
ey

 

w
er

e 
be

in
g 

tr
an

sp
or

te
d 

to
 w

or
k 

ca
m

ps
. H

ad
 t

he
 t

ru
th

 b
ee

n 
co

m
-

m
un

ic
at

ed
 to

 th
em

 —
 b

y 
ra

di
o,

 le
af

le
ts

, o
r 

ev
en

 th
e 

sp
ec

ia
lly

 tr
ai

ne
d 

Je
w

is
h

 a
ge

n
ts

 w
h

o 
w

er
e 

ev
en

tu
al

ly
 p

ar
ac

h
u

te
d

 b
ey

on
d

 e
n

em
y 

lin
es

 —
 m

an
y 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

sa
ve

d.
 "

 

A
no

th
er

 s
im

pl
e 

pr
op

os
al

 w
as

 to
 o

pe
n 

th
e 

do
or

 —
 e

ve
n 

a 
bi

t —
 to

 

Je
w

is
h 

im
m

ig
ra

ti
on

 in
to

 t
he

 U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
, P

al
es

ti
ne

, N
or

th
 A

fr
ic

a,
 

th
e 

V
ir

gi
n 

Is
la

nd
s,

 o
r 

an
y 

on
e 

of
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
 lo

ca
ti

on
s 

w
he

re
 r

ef
ug

ee
s 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

ou
t o

f h
ar

m
's

 w
ay

. B
ut

 n
o 

on
e 

w
an

te
d 

th
e 

Je
w

s,
 e

ve
n 

Je
w

is
h 

ch
ild

re
n,

 in
 la

rg
e 

nu
m

be
rs

_ 

O
th

er
 p

ro
po

sa
ls

 w
er

e 
m

ot
e 

co
m

pl
ic

at
ed

, s
uc

h 
as

 b
om

bi
ng

 th
e 

ra
il 

lin
es

 t
o 

th
e 

ca
m

ps
 a

nd
 e

ve
n 

th
e 

ga
s 

ch
am

be
rs

 t
he

m
se

lv
es

. J
oh

n 
M

c-

C
lo

y,
 th

en
 a

 p
re

si
de

nt
ia

l a
dv

is
er

, w
as

 in
st

ru
m

en
ta

l i
n 

pr
ev

en
ti

ng
 a

ny
 

hu
m

an
it

ar
ia

n 
bo

m
bi

ng
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 s

av
e 

Je
w

is
h 

liv
es

 o
n 

th
e 

gr
ou

nd
 

th
at

 a
ll 

bo
m

bi
ng

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 m
ad

e 
on

 m
ili

ta
ry

 g
ro

un
ds

 a
lo

ne
. 

H
e 

di
d,

 h
ow

ev
er

, v
et

o 
th

e 
bo

m
bi

ng
 o

f a
n 

im
po

rt
an

t i
nd

us
tr

ia
l c

it
y 

in
 



ix protest over A
m

erican
 refu

sal to lift im
m

igration
 b

arriers, to b
om

b
 

th
e rail lin

es to A
u

sch
w

itz. or to take oth
er step

s th
at m

igh
t h

ave 

saved
 Jew

ish
 lives. Jew

ish
 lead

ers in
sisted

 on
 m

ain
tain

in
g th

eir d
ig-

n
ified

 silen
ce, th

eir cau
tion

, an
d

 th
eir loyalty to a m

orally rep
reh

en
-

sible A
m

erican policy, for fear that to act otherw
ise w

ould m
ake a bad 

im
pression on their "hosts." T

hey did not w
ant to spend the reserve of 

cap
ital —

 or good
w

ill —
 th

ey h
ad

 b
u

ilt u
p

 th
rou

gh
 gen

eration
s of 

m
od

el citizen
sh

ip
. T

h
ey ailed

 to u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at th
is w

as th
e tim

e to 

u
se th

at reserve, an
d

 in
d

eed
 to b

orrow
 even

 b
eyon

d
 th

e lim
it of th

eir 

credit. It w
as the ultim

ate proof that A
m

erican Jew
ish leaders did not 

regard
 A

m
erican

 Jew
s as first-class A

m
erican

 citizen
s, en

titled
 to d

e-

m
an

d
 action

 on
 b

eh
alf of th

eir m
ortally en

d
an

gered
 b

roth
ers an

d
 

sisters. 
In

 h
is m

on
u

m
en

tal w
ork

 T
h

e A
ban

don
m

en
t of th

e Jew
, 

h
istorian

 

D
avid

 W
ym

an
 ou

tlin
ed

 tw
elve step

s th
at cou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 tak
en

 to 

rescu
e h

u
n

d
red

s of th
ou

san
d

s of Jew
s. E

ach
 of th

ese step
s w

as ac-

tu
ally p

rop
osed

 d
u

rin
g th

e H
olocau

st. S
om

e w
ere as sim

p
le as n

o-

tify
in

g
 th

e J
ew

s o
f E

u
ro

p
e 

of 
th

e fa
te , th

a
t a

w
a
ited

 th
em

 a
t 

A
u

sch
w

itz an
d

 th
e oth

er exterm
in

ation
 cam

p
s. A

s on
e of th

e few
 

J
ew

s w
h

o
 esca

p
ed

 fro
m

 A
u

sch
w

itz, R
u

d
o
lp

h
 V

rb
a
, la

ter p
u

t it: 

"
W

ou
ld

 an
yb

od
y get m

e alive to A
u

sch
w

itz if I h
ad

 th
is in

form
a-

tion
? W

ou
ld

 th
ou

san
d

s an
d

 th
ou

san
d

s of ab
le-b

od
ied

 Jew
ish

 m
en

 

sen
d

 th
eir ch

ild
ren

, fives an
d

 m
oth

ers to A
u

sch
w

itz from
 all over 

E
u

rop
e, if th

ey k
n

ew
?"

 It w
as cen

tral to th
e su

ccess of th
e N

azi 

gen
ocid

al p
lan

 th
at th

e victim
s b

e d
eceived

 in
to b

elievin
g th

at th
ey 

w
ere b

ein
g tran

sp
orted

 to w
ork

 cam
p

s. H
ad

 th
e tru

th
 b

een
 com

-

m
u

n
icated

 to th
em

 —
 b

y rad
io, leaflets, or even

 th
e sp

ecially train
ed

 

J
ew

ish
 a

g
en

ts w
h

o
 w

ere ev
en

tu
a
lly

 p
a
ra

ch
u

ted
 b

ey
o
n

d
 en

em
y
 

lin
es —

 m
an

y cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 saved

. 14  
A

n
oth

er sim
p

le p
rop

osal w
as to op

en
 th

e d
oor —

 even
 a b

it —
 to 

Jew
ish

 im
m

igration
 in

to th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, P

alestin
e, N

orth
 A

frica, 

the V
irgin Islands, or any one of a num

ber of locations w
here refugees 

cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 ou

t of h
arm

's w
ay. B

u
t n

o on
e w

an
ted

 th
e Jew

s, even
 

Jew
ish

 ch
ild

ren
, in

 large n
u

m
b

ers. 
O

th
er p

rop
osals w

ere m
ore com

p
licated

, su
ch

 as b
om

b
in

g th
e rail 

lin
es to th

e cam
p

s an
d

 even
 th

e gas ch
am

b
ers th

em
selves. Joh

n
 M

c-

C
loy, th

en
 a p

resid
en

tial ad
viser, w

as in
stru

m
en

tal in
 p

reven
tin

g an
y 

h
u

m
an

itarian
 b

om
b

in
g d

esign
ed

 to save Jew
ish

 lives on
 th

e grou
n

d
 

th
at all b

om
b

in
g d

ecision
s sh

ou
ld

 b
e m

ad
e on

 m
ilitary grou

n
d

s alon
e. 

H
e d

id
, h

ow
ever, veto th

e b
om

b
in

g of an
 im

p
ortan

t in
d

u
strial city in

 

• 
-
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 H
IT

IL
 ?n

il 

country and to his president, as w
ell as to his people. W

iesd tried, and 

failed, to convince the president that he w
ould be m

aking a terrible 

m
istake —

 a m
istake foe A

m
erica as w

ell as for Jew
s —

 by goin
g to 

B
itburg. A

 first-class A
m

erican has a right and a duty to cry to prevent 

his president from
 m

aking a m
istake. 

Several years ago, E
lie W

iese' flattered m
e by publicly stating that 

"if there had been a few
 people like A

lan D
ershow

itz during the 1930's 

and 194es, the history of E
uropean Jew

ry m
ight 

have b
een

 d
if-

ferent."" G
enerous as the assessm

ent is, it is an obvious exaggeration. 

N
o private citizen alone could have changed the course of N

azism
. B

ut 

W
iesel's statem

ent has m
ade m

e ponder w
hat I m

ight have done, had 

I been a "Jew
ish leader" during the 193os and 19403. 

W
hen I travel to the places of the H

olocaust —
 A

uschw
itz, R

iga, 

B
udapest, B

ucharest, F
rankfurt, P

rzanyil, K
rakow

, W
arsaw

, L
6dz -

it is alm
ost as if I am

 trying to travel backw
ard in tim

e. I have asked 

m
yself w

hat draw
s m

e so often to these Jew
ish burial sites. O

n a recent 

visit to P
oland. I finally understood: I m

ax trying —
 on an unconscious 

level —
 to go back in tim

e, so that I m
ight be there w

hen ray people 

are b
ein

g slau
gh

tered
. A

lth
ou

gh
 I fu

lly realize, on
 an

 in
tellectu

al 

level, th
at I cou

ld
 h

ave d
on

e n
oth

in
g to h

elp
, I reach

 ou
t for an

y 

possibility that I m
ight have been able to save even a single Jew

ish life. 

It is a fantasy born of frustration, but to m
e,it is very real. 

E
ven

 w
ith

 th
e b

en
efit of h

in
d

sigh
t, it is n

ot easy to su
ggest a 

definite strategy that w
ould have assured a higher A

m
erican com

m
it-

m
ent to Jew

ish rescue. B
ut silence w

as surely the w
orst approach. 

E
fforts should have been m

ade to bring over eyew
itnesso—

 like Jan 

K
arski and som

e of the Jew
s w

ho m
anaged to escape from

 the ghettos 

and cam
ps —

 and have than tell their stories to the A
m

erican public. 

A
 Jew

ish com
m

unity so rich in com
m

unication skills could surely have 

done a better job of touching th
e A

m
erican conscience. A

m
erican Jew

s 

should have done for E
uropean Jew

s w
hat they helped A

m
erican blacks 

do only a decade later m
ake the m

oral case through dram
atic acts of 

self-denial and civil disobedience. Jew
ish leaders w

ere not afraid to go 

to jail for black civil rights. B
ut they w

ere afraid —
 not physically 

afraid, but afraid of w
hat others m

ight think —
 to go to jail, to chain 

them
selves to the W

hite H
ouse gate, and to scream

 to high heaven 

w
hen the lives of fellow

 Jew
s w

ere on the line. W
hile Jew

ish leaden 

in P
oland and throughout E

urope w
ere com

m
itting suicide in a futile 

effort to convey the depth of the Jew
ish tragedy, no A

m
erican Jew

 in 

governm
ent —

 and these w
ere m

any in high positions —
 nos nutgatai 

4 ..'• 


