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The Washington Post's Book World, whose lead review the of this book, selected . 

the anti-JFK laChael Meschloss to write the review. Why Beschloss of all possible review-

'ere with his credentials is not clear to me, but slight as, the possibility is, I cannot 

entirel, ignore that in what Beschloss selects to cl.nraent on andquote there is no refer-

ence to the fact that McCloy was a member of the Warren Commission. 

Bird has been working on this book fix quite a few years because it has been that 

long since to my knowledge he was working on it. lie was with The Nation and' his associate 

there and I understood on the book was Max "olland. 

I do not recall what it wan in my files that was of most interest to them but I now 

think it wan the Commission's executive session tuanscripts. I do remember telling them 

that 1 believe some of his observations and comments in the expectation of perpetual 

secrecy could be interpreted as saying much about him. 

Tho references to ticOloy's career in the review are to parts of it that are well 

known. As what ho said and did on the Warren commission is not. 

It seems inevitable to no that with all that work and with 000 paged in which to 

report it Bird must have what is not so well known in the book. 
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 at the H
averford C

ollege com
m

encem
ent in 

June 1965, John J. M
cC

loy m
odestly refrained from

 
m

entioning him
self w

hen he said that at crucial m
o-

m
ents in history, "N

o am
ount of education nor doctrine 

fully bridges the gap to sound decision. T
he R

om
ans w

ould 
have understood w

hat I am
 trying to say. T

hey had a w
ord for 

it—
Irn2vitarL

-and the one w
ho possessed it had the respect 

and regard of his countrym
en, w

hether he w
as in the forum

 or 
on the farm

 . .. . It m
eans a core, a w

eight of judgm
ent and 

honest appraisal:" 
P

uckishly annointed by John K
enneth G

albraith in 1961 as 
the 'chairm

an of the A
m

erican E
stablishm

ent," M
cC

loy no 
doubt expected that his biographer w

ould see him
 as the living 

em
bodim

ent of gravitas H
e no doubt hoped that the story of 

his career as W
all S

treet law
yer, public servant, chairm

an of 
the C

hase B
ank, Ford Foundation, and C

ouncil on Foreign R
e-

lations w
ould im

press A
m

ericans w
ith the notion of leaving 

their fate in the hands of a w
ise elite. 

T
h

e C
h

airm
an

 does exactly the opposite. W
ith careful un-

derstatem
ent and an effort to let the facts speak m

ainly for 
them

selves, K
ai B

ird portrays an all-too-often narrow
m

inded, 
bigoted, stubborn, m

yopic, ruthless and self-glorifying m
an 

w
ho w

as nevertheless entrusted w
ith great public and private 

pow
er for alm

ost a half-century. 
M

cC
loy w

as born poor in 1895 to a P
hiladelphia insurance 

clerk and his P
ennsylvania D

utch w
ife. A

fter his father died, 
his m

other w
orked as a society hairdresser for 50 cents an 

hour, follow
ing her clientele during sum

m
ers to the A

diron-
dacks and M

ount D
esert Island, M

aine. —
C

onfirm
ed on page /0 

M
ichael R

. B
eschloss is T

he author, m
ost recently, of T

he C
risis 

Y
eara. K

ennedy and K
hrushcher, 15i41s63.-  
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The C
hairm

an 
• • M

cC
loy's early years resem

ble those of a 
figure w

ho w
as ultim

ately less successful in 
m

aking him
self ]m

ow
n for disinterested pub-

lic service: Joseph K
ennedy. M

cC
loy m

issed 
few

 opportunities to put him
self in places 

w
here, as he put it, "all the right people 

w
ent." T

hese included A
m

herst C
ollege and 

the fam
ous m

ilitary training cam
p at P

laits-
, burg, N

ew
 Y

ork, w
hich in the sum

m
er of 

1915 w
as attended by m

uch of the N
orth-

eastern elite. M
cC

loy w
orked to m

ake him
-

self "know
n" to a few

 of these m
en. 

A
 graduate of H

arvard L
aw

 S
chool and a 

w
ell-paid partner in an em

inent W
all S

treet 
firm

 by age 34, M
cC

loy grabbed the oppor-
tunity to enter governm

ent in D
ecem

ber 
1940 as an $8,000-a-year special assistant 
to S

ecretary of W
ar H

enry S
tirnson. B

ird 
notes that in that post, "m

ore than any other 
official," M

cC
loy w

as responsible for the 
sending of Japanese-A

m
ericans to cam

ps 
surrounded by barbed-w

ire fences for three 
years. 

B
ird w

rites that M
cC

loy "allow
ed his 

fears of sabotage and his penchant for de-
cisive action to sw

eep aside any other con-
siderations. In theafterm

ath of P
earl H

ar-
boi--,=gevaiiiilling to take the kind of harsh 
steps-from

 w
hich other civilians shrank A

nd 
as a law

yer he believed he had found a w
ay 

around, the_C
on.stitution in the interest of 

taking 'w
hatever- action w

as necessary to 
defend tj.re country." 

D
esP

ite the decisive P
acific victory at 

M
idw

ay, M
cC

loy's chief w
orry w

as that the 
cam

ps w
ere not being opened fast enough. 

In 1942, he w
rote, "I w

onder if anyone re-
aliaes the skill, speed and hum

anity w
ith 

w
hich the evacuation of the Japanese has 

been handled by 
the A

rm
y

 o
n

 th
e W

est 
C

oast?" 

• r 	
v 	
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•
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"unique position" to dem
and consideration of 

m
ilitary action-to rescue the Jew

s of E
u-

rope. Instead M
cC

loy applied "benign ob-
struction." 

M
cC

loy distrusted the stories of the H
o-

locaust as Jew
ish exaggerations. B

ird w
rites 

that he felt Jew
s "could be their ow

n w
orst 

advocates," that "any aggressive advocacy 
on their part w

as som
ehow

 grating and im
-

polite." In 1944, M
cC

loy testified against a 
congressional resolution backing a Jew

ish 
"com

m
onw

ealth" in P
alestine. H

e blocked 
the adm

ission of Jew
ish refugees to the U

.S. 
on grounds of preserving "A

rm
y m

orale" 
and keeping anti-Sem

itism
 under controL

 
"T

his attitude paralyzed M
cC

loy w
hen it 

cam
e to dealing w

ith any issue associated 
w

ith Jew
ish 'iterests," w

rites B
ird. M

cC
loy 

blocked bom
bing raids against the N

azi 
death cam

ps, falsely claim
ing that it w

ould 
require "the diversion of considerable air 
support." B

ird argues that if M
cC

loy had not 
blocked the raids in A

ugust 1944, "som
e 

hundred thousand H
ungarian Jew

s in A
usch-

w
itz w

ould have been spared death by gas-
sing. W

ith the gas cham
bers destroyed, the 

N
azis w

ould-have been forced to suspend 
the industrial-L

ocale- of their m
urderS

.- - 
M

cC
loy bears substantial responsibility for 

this m
isjudgm

ent.' 
A

fter the w
ar, M

cC
loy served as U

.S
. 

H
igh C

om
m

issioner in G
erm

any, w
here he 

show
ed greater em

pathy for the suffering of 
the m

andarins of the -N
azi w

ar m
achines 

w
ho had been convicted at N

urem
berg. In 

1951, he granted clem
ency to A

lfried K
rupp 

and eight m
em

bers of his board of directors. 
B

ird w
rites that K

nipp bore "a special re-
sponsibility" for H

itlerism
, "not only because 

he w
as guilty of using slave labor and plun-

dering, but also because as a K
rupp, he w

as 
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John J. M
cC

oy in 1976 

the m
ost recognized sym

bol of all those 
G

erm
an industrialists w

ho aided H
itler." 

M
cC

loy returned to N
ew

 Y
ork in 1952 as 

chairm
an of the C

hase B
ank and w

as used 
by President John K

ennedy as a special ad-
viser on disarm

am
ent and a counselor dur-

ing the C
uban m

issile crisis. In 1970, as a 
law

yer for U
.S

. oil com
panies, he w

on an 
assu

ran
ce fro

m
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 

M
itchell that there w

ould be no antitrust 
penalty if m

em
bers of his oil clientele ne-

gotiated jointly w
ith the oil cartel O

PE
C

. 
H

opping across -the boundary betw
een 

public and private, he involved Justice and 
S

tate D
epartm

ent officials in the talks. lat-
er, during an investigation, Senator C

lifford 
C

ase asked M
cC

loy how
 he could have "rep-

resented anybody, including the U
.S

. gov-
ern

m
en

t, w
ith

o
u

t th
e U

.S
. g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

know
ing w

hat w
as being done until you told 

them
 about it." D

uring the 1973 Y
om

 K
ip-

pur W
ar, M

cC
loy and A

R
M

A
C

O
 oil clients 

drafted an "eyes-only" m
em

o to P
resident 

R
ichard N

ixon urging him
 not to side w

ith 
Israel because doing so w

ould 'have a crit-
ical and adverse effect on our relations w

ith 
the m

oderate A
rab oil-producing countries." 

In his dotage (he died in 1989):M
cC

lof.--  
enjoyed an inordinate am

ount of pgiise_ as a 
public-spirited A

m
erican of im

peccable judg- - 
m

ent. A
t a testim

onial dinner, H
enry K

iss-
inger lauded him

 as one w
ho "heard the 

footsteps of G
od as he w

ent through histo-
ry." O

n the few
 occasions w

hen these pae-
ans w

ere interrupted by criticism
 of his rec-

ord, especially on the Japanese-A
m

erican 
internm

ent and the failure to bom
b A

usch-
w

itz, M
cC

loy w
as outraged. 

In 1981, C
ongress debated w

hether to 
p

ro
v

id
e rep

aratio
n

s to
 th

o
se Jap

an
ese-

A
m

ericans rounded up during W
orld W

ar IL
 

D
uring hearings, one prisoner, by then a 

P
ennsylvania judge referred to his peoples' 

being "incarcerated." A
ngry, M

cC
loy - re-

plied, "I don't like the w
ord 'incarcerated'." 

H
e insisted that C

ongress do nothing to 
tie the hands of presidents in future crises: 
P

erhaps a w
ar w

ith C
uba m

ight com
pel 

som
e future president to intern large num

-
ber of C

uban-A
m

ericans in southern F
lor-

ida. T
here w

ere hisses and boos. M
cC

loy 
later called the hearings a "disgrace: "M

on-
ey, m

oney, m
oney. W

hy don't they dun the 
Japanese governm

ent? W
e didn'L

attack 
Pearl H

arbor. T
hey did." 

B
ird's w

ork is com
prehensive, abso

' rh
in

g
 

and deeply researched. It leaves the reader 
astonished at how

 little M
cC

loy w
as penal-

ized for m
onum

ental m
isjudgm

ents that 
caused m

illions of people to suffer, O
ne is 

also struck, for all of M
cC

loy's rhetoric 
about gravitas, by how

 little soul-searching 
w

ent into those choices. H
e w

as a m
an of 

utter certitude w
ho did not know

 how
 m

uch 
he did not know

. 
O

h, yes. A
 few

 w
eeks after speaking to 

the H
averford seniors about gravitas and 

"w
eight of judgm

ent," M
cC

loy w
as called to 

L
yndon Johnson's S

tate D
epartm

ent to be 
briefed on V

ietnam
 and offer his opinions on 

the w
ar. H

e told D
ean R

usk and R
obert 

M
cN

am
ara that V

ietnam
 w

as a "crucial 
test" in the C

old W
ar: "Y

ou've got to do it. 
Y

ou've got to go in.' 	
•
 

C
ontinued from

 page 1 
	

T
he author notes that as liaison to the 

- - - ---  W
ar R

efu
g
ee B

o
ard

, M
cC

lo
y
 w

as in
 a 


