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Discovery of file
may break open |
JFK investigation

MAR 18 1978

By EARL GOLZ
OTha Dullas Morning News, 1978

A breskthrough io the Investigation

port or disprove your allegations or
whatever you are thinking.”
Tha McCaghren flle contained tapes

of the ination of President John
P. Kennedy may have occurrad with
the discovery of tapes, documents and
other material gathered by Dallas
:ﬂl:n bul naver turnad over to the

'arren Commission,

Thematerial was in the possession
of former Dallas Police Capr. Paul
McCaghren, who has been subpoenned
10 testily before the Housa Assassina-
tions Committee March 28.

MCCAGHREN, now a private Investl-
gator, confirmed the subpoena after
committee investigators examined the
police material in his office last week.

asked me why | sat quiet on
this stuff all these years," McCaghren

said, “and | told them no one ever,

agked me.”

Committee  investigators  were
describad as “ecstatic" when they exa-
mined the material in a cardboard box.

“We are strictly ‘no comment’
people,” sald one Investigator here
when asked about the McCaghren file
“}f you want any information you will
just have to lalk to the people In
Washington."

A special unit of six high-ranking
Dallas police officers was appointed by
Police Chief Jesse Curry to conduct an
inhouse probe shortly after Jack Ruby
shot and killed accused assassin Lee
Harvey Oswald in the basement of the
Dallas Police Department Nov. 24, 1963,
Capt. Will Pritz, who had Interrogated
Oewald [or thres days belure he was
kllled, was not & member of Curry's
special unit

Headad by Capt. O.A. Jones, the unit
quietly ran down leads for several
months after the assassination while
the FBl was conducting a separate
investigation for the Warren Commis
oo,

JONES, NOW retired, said the House
Assassinations Commities has not con-
tacted him. He sald the final report and
all tapes, documents and other mate-
rial accumulated during the probe was
nirned over to Curry, whom Jones
thought passed |t on to the Warren
Commission.

- However, no mention of the police
or It results was made In the

'arren report or the sccompanying 26
wolumas of supplemantary reporis.

" Curry sald Priday he didn “really
know" if any material from the probe

‘ was sent 10 the Warren Commission.

Curry, who has nol been contacted by
e commiriee, sald, “l don't remamber
t all wad sent up there now.”

. Police Capt. Jack Reville, & member
of Curry's special unit, said It “sur-
gtm me” that the file didn't reach 1he

arren Commission. He sald he has
tdlxed to House Assassinations Commit-
wee investigators on three different
occasions and told them he could not
“halp because | have nothing to sup

of i police radio dispatches
on the day of the Kennedy sasassina-
ton that appear to be more complete
than the transcripts of those tapes
reviewed by the Warren Commission.

Pollce radio tapes supplied to the
Warren Commission reflected six min-
utes of unintelligible nolse (rom 12:28
10 12:34 p.m. Kennedy was shot at 12:30
p-m.

Reville recalled that he submitied &
report afer interviewing Ruby twice
in jail. Siatements taken from every
person lu the police department base-
ment at the time Ruby shot Oswald
were Included in the speclal unit file,
Revilie said, in addition to a stopwatch
tming for the period it would have
taken Ruby 1o walk from the down-
town Western Union office to the base-
ment. .

RESULTS OF polygraph tests given
to certain Dallas policemen wers
placed in the file, Including tests given
Sgi. Roy Vaughn, the officer guarding
the ramp that the Warren Commission
concludad Ruby usad 1o entar the base-
ment. :

Other leads checked by the Curry
unlt — some elther apparenily not
available to the FBI or not reported to
the Warren Commission — were con-
talned in the McCaghren file

McCaghren, leutenant |u charge of
burglary smd theft Investigations in
1963, was director of intelligence for
the police depariment from 1969 lo
1972. He was assistant chief in charge
of special investigations until demotod
to captaln in 1972 by then Chie{ Frank
Dyson. He resigned from the force in
1974

McCaghren ia the second Dallas
ares resident known to have been sub-
poensed hy the House Assassinations
Commitiee. The 12-mamber commities
has schaduled 40 days of public hear-
ings on the assassinations of Kennedy
and Martin Luther King Jr. starting in
September.

Dallas restaurant owner Joe Cam-
plsl appeared Thursday under sub-
poens before the commitiee's subcom-
mittes on the Kennedy sssassination.
He testifled bahind closed doors.

Camplsi knew Ruby, who ate dinner
at Campisi's restauran! the night
before the assassination. And Campisi
visited Ruby in jall one weak after Os-
wald was slain.

Chief committee counsel G. Robert
Blakey said Priday he-"can‘t even com-
ment that be (Camplsi) appeared ar
didn‘t appear.”
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