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Dallas Depository to Open tic) Tourist,s 1  

By MARTIN WALDRON 
spedat to The New York Times 

DALLAS — Tourists with a 
couple of dollars may soon be 
able to peer through the win-
dow from which Lee Harvey 

Oswald assassinated President 
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. 

Aubrey Mayhew, a Nashville 
song promoter who owns the 

Texas School Book Depository, 
says he plans to open the build-
ign's sixth floor as a tourist at-
traction. 

"I am having money prob-
lems," he said. Earlier, he had 
said that he would not "exploit 
the spot from which the shots 
were fired that killed Mr. Ken-
nedy and injured John B. Con-
nally, who was the Governor 
of Texas. 

Mr. Mayhew bought the sev-
en-story building on April 16, 
1970, at an auction. He 

said that he planned to 
make the building into a mu-
seum but did not say when. 

The announcement three 
weeks ago that he planned to 
open the building to tourists 
prompted the John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Commission of Texas 
to ask the Texas Legislature to 
give it the power to expro-
priate the building and - turn it 
into a state-operated museum 
and memorial.  

Plea Rejected in 1969 

In 1969 the Legislature re-
fused to give the commission 
this power despite a warning 
from State Senator Mike Mc-
Kool of Dallas that a private 
entrepreneur might buy the 
building and turn it into a tour-
ist attraction. 
,"I think the building has as 

much significant historic value 
as Ford's Theater,. where Pres-
ident Lincoln was assassinated 
Mr. McKool said 

The Legislature is not sched-
uled to meet again until January 

1972, but a special session will 
probably be called early next 
year because of state budget 
problems. 

The Kennedy Memorial Com-
mission has asked that its pro- 

 

 

 

posal for the state to acquire 
the old schoolbook warehouse 
be considered at that special 
session. 	 - 

In announcing that he planned 
to turn the building into a inn-
seum and tourist attraction, Mr. 
Mayhew said that he., had been 
collecting Kennedy memorabilia 
since the day of the -aso 
sassination. 

He now has thousands of 
items—busts of Mr. Kennedy, 
campaign posters and buttons, 
books, newspapers, magazines, 
documents and photographs. He 
once estimated that he ' had 
spent almost all the money he 
made in the last eight years on 
his hobby. 	 - .. 

Sold For $650,000 
Mr. Mayhew bought the depos-

itory almost by accident. The 
privately owned building; which 
had been used for many years 
as a warehouse by textbook 
publishers, was offered for sale 
in April 1970.. 

Mr. Mayhew said that he 
entered the bidding after a bid-
der said that he planned to tear 
the building down. 

"I found I could get it for 
$650,000 and decided the real 
estate alone was worth 'that, 
not to mention the historic val-
ue," he said. 

He paid $168,000 down and 
had been making periodic pay-
ments on the balance' since. 

The building is on the west 
side of Dealey Plaza, a park 
at the foot of Elm, Main and 
Commerce Streets in downtown 
Dallas. 

In a building north of the 
depository, there is a curio 
shop with a large plaque on 
the outside reading "John F. 
Kennedy Muieum." 

"It's just a souvenir place," 
Senator McKool said.  

The store sells postcards. and 
photographs. 	, 

Senator McKool said that the 
Kennedy Memorial CornmisSion 
of Texas could operate it.,rnu./ 
scum of "respect, dignity and 
good taste" if it got title to the 
building. 

He said that he , enVisioned 

a place Where seholars, could 

study about .Mr. Kennedy. There 

would be photographs, news-
papers and books about the life 
and death of the President; he 
said: 	1 • 	• 	- 

U. S. Seized Guns'` 

'The rifle 'and pistol that the 
authorities' said Oswald used 
were seized :by the United 
States in 1968 under a special 
act of Congress that gave the 
Justice Department 'title to all 
exhibits introduced in the hear-
ings 'held by the 'Presidential 
Commission to' investigate the 
assassination. 	• 

Oswald'S widow, now Mrs. 
Kenneth Porter, had sold the rifle 
and the pistol to a Denver col-
lector, Jack King, for a reputed 
$55,000. 

Mr. King later unsuccessfully 
sued the Federal Government 
for- $5-million in damages. He 
said that he had expected to 
make that much exhibiting the 
firearms. r. 

The City of Dallas has shown 
little interest in presting the 
assassination-site. There are no 
markers . in the: area; Signs on 
the :depository warn that' un 
atithorized .entry will be con-
sidered ' a criminal act but 
makes -no  mention of the mur- 
der. A smell sign. in Dealey 
PlaZa',. says that floers may 
be placed in. 

thflowers 
 plaza in re-

spect to the slain President but 
that fresh flowers will be re-
moved when, they wilt and plas 
tic flowers after two weeks. 

About three blocks from the 
assassination ., site there 	•is. a 
stone cenotaph that was dedi- 
cated to Mr,-  Kennedy's 'memory 
last yeer,,'. It' shares a two-block 
park with a restored log cabin 
that was:. the first home built in 
Dallas in the,  ighteen.Thirties. 

Mr. Mayhew ,has called the 
request for 'the' state to buy 
the schoolbook depository "ri- 
diculous." He said'.; that the 
state :10.d had a chance to ac= 
quire .it, and had not done . so. 
If helmet- Mt bought it; he said, 
it night hive. been torn 'down 
by tiovn 	• , 	, 	, 

4 

 

• 


