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“wonder - that’, Presndent .Nixo
doesn’t have mews conferences .
‘on television’ very ; often..

i Questions - are put‘,to ‘him’
sometimes that tend to create :
wrong impressions in the minds

. of millions of listeners. .«

¢ Tuesday 'night, . for instance,

' Mr.. Nixon was asked if he .

thougn ' “that " keepmg the -

'government runining  was. S0

important. . that  some method -

“‘suéh - as’ - suspending

constitutional rights’’ was.

. justified.. The reference, of

© course, was to the mass arrests’

ree” al
with a great deal of pat‘ience And
must say that I think the pohee
.-showed. a " great deal -more
concern for their rights than they

the rights - of ~the: people of
Washington.”” % o

. Another . questioner . aske
whether since the courts have’

many of the persons ‘arrested, the’ :
President ; felt . the . police | had
* properly handled ‘the . situation:’
* He answered. that he. did think 50 .
and pointed out.that the police

_contended ... they .- were |
. ,demonstrators but' actually were .
law breakers: In fact, Jerry V.
Wilson,” chief ~of- pelice - in
~ Washington,, in an interview in .

the May 24 issue.of *‘U.S. News &’

World -~ Report,’*. “explained

“I think whén you talk about
suspending constitutional nghts\

really -an:;. exactly

‘that - this  is
‘ said“"

" exaggeration-of what was done.
What we were talking about here
basically was. a situation -where

st

carefully structured by . the’’

justice system. If you read
" tactical ianual, you can sée tha
““They “* anticipated- that we
wouldn't be able, for, éxample, 1
-arrest their pa-stlclpants blockin,
traffic on: May 3 becauSe of:-th

“thy
" They, said in advanee that is ‘what ..
" they were going to do. They tried
it and they had.to be- stopped. .-
. They . were stopped without '

i wwere stopped, I thin! “‘thh al

(the demonstrators)  showed for -
=+ holding - facilities,

dropped -~ charges ;. against 505

. were confronted by those who .

hat had happened I-le o

demonstratmn was

" masses of - individuals : did organizérs™ of  the ~Mayday .
attempt  to block demofistration: to' s ‘at” the
" “attempt to stop | weak * points’ of /0

4 'one in May ~was " handled He

Ziwarnings of the police
{.- i

 for making arrests in the field. ~
_ They knew -our ‘field-arrest
- procésses. ' described.. them” in -
.. their tactical manual. 'l‘hey knew
* the capacxty of  our’ prisoner-
anticipated
" that-'we would not be able to
make sufficient arrests to control
-’ the situation: Because of this, we !
had to tailor our response to the -
.plans . for this partlcular 5
.demonstration. ; o
+In’ this type of thmg, I thmk
“the -~ only - recourse.:i'the
'government had was ‘to make
mass arrests.”’
Chief Wilson pointed out’ that .
on May 10 the Senate had adopted
i A resolution highly. commendmg -
* the aetione of the.police. He said .
that ‘there have  always been
"_complaints after mass - arrests
are made. - .
President Nixon declared that|
"he approves fully what was done -
by the- police and that, in the *
event that' similar sxtuatlons
arise in the future, he hopes they
‘can be dealt‘wnh as well as the

firmly asserted: :
+-“Whenpeople comeln and sllce- N
tires, ‘when :they ' blo¢k : traffic,
.when they make a trash bin'out of -
. Georgetown:.and . other: areas of
. the city,.and when they terrorize
“ innocent, bystanders, they are not '
-démonstfators, They are vandals
- and hoodlims and-law breakers.
‘and they should be treated as law

! “Now, as far as the, police were
concemed ‘they gave those who’
were in this partlcular area, and -

“ who: -were ~engaging  in - these
* activities, ‘approximately . 15,000 .

:5 in all;-an opportunity to disperse.’

} ‘They: did not:, They said- they.

i, were . there to:: - stop: the"
government from operating.

" *1 have pledged to keep this -

0 govemment going. I approve the -

i action of the police in ‘what they *

. did: T'suppérted if ‘after they did -

¢ it. And in the event that others

! come in, not to demonstrate for

] peace but to break the peace, the .

|

police will:-be supported by the <
! .President and by the Attorney

‘Geéneral in stopping»that kmd of
‘* “activity s86? 2 '

So far as the persons who were
arrested are. concerted, - they .
were present in ‘areas - where
' disturbances were going on.and .
whlch the police ordered to be’
j ! cleared. They were taken™ into |
. custody when they did not leave, '
That some  of them might be ::
‘released was ~ anticipated. The
government “presumably * was’
well aware that the arrest itself
would be a lesson for the future to -
those who had paid no heed to the’s;




