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Federal offxcxals told Con-
gress yesterday that 40 park
policemen may have saved the
Washington Monument from
damage ‘by 50,000 ' persons
attending a Monument grounds
rock v-concert . following - the
huge ~ anti-war march . there
April.24, [

Russell chkenson superm
tendent of the National Capital
. Parks, told the’ House Internali -
Secunty Commlttee that the
‘policemen remained inside the
base ‘of the Monument— until
| 2: 30fam ‘April 25 10 “protect
the Monument itself.”

tified, ““ye might not have had.

'the Washington Monument.”. &

iou concern for the
855-foot, 81,120

completed in’ 1884, was the
pnncxpal@iece ‘'of ‘new: infor-
~ mation” to conre cut of jester-
-day’s hearing. :
. “'Washington. Pollce -Chlef
Jerry V. Wilson, another wit-
.ness at the: fearing, testified
- that he.does not think any ad-
<"ditional - legislation, suggested -
by some Committee members,
is necessary to help police
cope with future demonstra-
. tions.

It is the first of several

hearings, Committee ' Chair-
.man  Richard D. Ichord' (D-
Mo.) said, aimed at portraying
the involvement of Trotskyites
and. other Communists in the
~planning and leadership of the
recent antiwar activities - in
Washington. .

‘While yesterday s tdstxmony
consisted prmclpally of a'reci-
> tation of the .past ‘month’s
eventssand a cataloguing of
the vandalisSm committed,
Ichord promised startling dis-|

. closures today and Thursday,
some of them from bank rec-
ords of the two principal’
groups organizing the

protests, the National Peace
Action Coalition and the Peo-
ple’s | Coalition for Peace and
Justice. -

; Ychord said that some infor-;
mation would - surprise even|
Commitiee. member John G.
Schmitz (R-Calif), a member
of the John Burch Society who
has already made clear this
disbelief of the patriotism of
the antiwar group leaders.:
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Dickenson testified that the
40-man’ police contmgent ini-
tially topk refuge in the Wash-
ington Monument around 5
p.m. on April 24 after being
“stoned and bottled” following
an’incident in which -park po-
lice ‘attempted to arrest two
persons for' ripping American
flags off some of the 50 flag-
staffs ‘that. cxrcle th Monu-

. ment. e

At the tlme the overflow of
the large rock concert audi-
ence -surrounding the Sylvan
.Theater stage created a tre-
mendous crush of people
around the base of the Monu-
ment. Vandals in the;youthful
crowd tore down the ‘flags’and
removed the wood backs from
nearby benches to use in bon-
fires,

In testlmony yesterday,
Dickenson said he féared that
vandals would push their way
inside the Monument and seri-
ously damaged it.

Dickerson did not. explam
how he thought the: "Monu-
ment might be damaged and
he “was not pressed by the
Committee for details,

Using military parlance, he
told the Committee that the 40
policemen would have been
far too few to come outside
and “perform an interperime-
ter defense -around the Monu-
ment”’ to protect 1t from the
crowd.

He added that a “maJor ma-




<7 meuver. - and ~vcontrontation”

' wold . have been“necessary to.
v 0x.- bring 'in other policemen (who
7 purposely - had' stayed away
from the rock concert to avoid

3 incidents) and relieve ‘the 40

: Dickenson agreed ith Rep. !
.Tohn ‘M. . Ashbraook ' (R-Ohio):
: yesfterday that it would be cor-:
e to'describe the 40 police-«
© men as having been “under

siege. ..

“That judgment by Dicken-
sory, and his account. of the po--

umegnt to take refuge from the|
crowd, - ‘differed *from - state-
~ments by the police on the
scene April 24.
_ When asked iby. reporters
that ‘day ‘about the antiwar
protesters’ claims that they
had “trapped” the policemen
inside the Monument Park
Police Lt. . D. C. McPherson
+-gald - théy. were not" trapped..
*He -s3id - the ‘policemen were'
stationed .inside . as ‘a routine
'precaution earlier in the after
noon. .
After listening to Dickenson
- and seeing him hold ‘ap a Viet-
cong flag and another red and:
white ' banner, that: had, been

the Monument | ds? iight
be considered " to  have ‘been

“enemy territory on the mght R

" of APril 2470 23,

Earlier, Dickenson and
Alfred Beye, deputy park po-
“lice chief, said that the night’s

activities » had resulted -
d%OO ,000 . worth of property
mage, ‘includ,lng $18000 in
damage fo.equipment in the
Sylvan - Theater where the
" rock concert was held, $14 000
"worth of damage to the
. ‘benches broken up for fire-
< -wood, and $26,000  for, truck-
mounted sa,nitary facllities
that Wwere ‘set afire early on
April 25., Dickenson ' said the.
balance_of ‘the cost”1s .to re-
-place grass. in’ areas trampledﬂ
by thé crowd.: " A
In addition, slogans and obv,
scenities ' spray-painted ‘onto:
.~ the Monument had to be sand-
;- blasted off, and minor damage:

“'was:done to the drnamental

" cherry trees, some . of whose’
“v branches were used’ for fire-
wood the official said.” ',
Ichord reacted to the list of
damage with ‘apparent shock.

“] road rracy penartg that tha

ncemen going inside the ,Mon- '

city was left immaculate » he
said. ' By
Later he allowed t-hat he
‘had - seen some press: vefer-
ences- to the. spraypainting of
slogans and the destruction of
| the: benches, Jbut.not to the:ig-|
‘niting’ of the sanitary facil
| taes,’ which he called a “mobile

| Haaps it had begun'“when the;
prfas E:eigg;e home” - .
4. In T to the co bined
| estimates: of Dickensog .and |
Jerry V.:Wilson, metropolitan
pd?if chiﬁic' that * the total
cost of police services, during |!
f;%, ;ﬂémonatmtipn mmohm
"th'at Eﬂeil of 'the e

aims’of the demohsti‘*
i to “ralse the:cost

sald e belleved this

go tlirough police lines,’

my .experience, on- balance, ]|

- tnot” Wilson said later that he}

s {rthat: -was safe’ during the dem-|.

{:otf, Ichord’ suggested that per-|

order “ha
‘also issued Hirschkop a. police | efficient - rounding- up

pass that would, allow him to 112,000 U.S. citizens of .Tapa-

" 'Inese descent at the beginnin
“I would have tosay that of World War II. gi g

useful to the government than :

‘meant Hirschkop had been|
useful as'a “line o£ communi :
cation.” R i
"Ashbrook’ then commented
that', - Kirschkop’s - - car : Jmay,
‘after” all, have been “the only:
plece’ of | government property|

d Wilson what legislation ifj

/, they thought would heip |
in handling ‘futire ‘demonstra:|
tions. - Dickenson suggested :
1uws. that would ‘forbid ‘camp-|
irig.on nfitional - capital; park-
lands and  nighttime “demon-|

’,qﬁted thiat a congres-|

'Was true, adding 'that e had sionally tbg:i‘ized executive'

Wilson replied, : “that’s for

.with Mr, Hirschkop, has been|the Congress to decide. I per-

14

‘favorable,” Wilson added. *, . , aonally wouldnt recommend
On balance, hehas been more Fit.” L 5 l
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‘eued through. ‘Superior Court: mﬂdly fggelted collateral,”

nstrations {
-war demonstrltor}mbroe- tbo:e ‘not’ scheduled in- court!




