
N
ixon

 A
id

es F
ile  A

nsw
er to Sullt 

A
 m

in
istra

tio
n

 m
 

41, in, 
B

y Jim
 M

ann 
W

ashington P
ost Staff w

riter 
T

hroughout last M
ay's an-

' tiw
ar dem

onstrations, and in 
the w

eeks and m
onths that 

follow
ed, the N

ixon adm
inis-

tration m
aintained that D

.C
. 

P
olice C

hief Jerry V
. W

ilson 
w

as th
e m

an
 in

 ch
arg

e o
f 

handling the protestio 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 p

erso
n
-

ally C
ongratulated W

ilson 
fo

r p
re

se
rv

in
g
 la

w
 a

n
d
 

o
rd

er in
 th

e face o
f a p

ro2
  

test aim
ed

 at sh
u
ttin

g
 th

e 
fed

eral g
o
v
ern

m
en

t d
o
w

n
. 

S
o
 d

id
 A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral 

John N
. M

itchell and other 
high-ranking adm

inistration 
officials. 	

kt 	
• 

It w
as W

ilson, these offi-
cials said, , w

ho decided on 
, th

e m
ass-arrest p

o
licy

 th
at 

1 I 
resulted in the incarceration 
of 7,000 persons last M

ay 4 
—

m
ore than for any other 

sin
g
le ev

en
t in

 A
m

erican
 

history. 

N
o
w

, in
 resp

o
n
se to

 a 
dam

age suit brought in U
.S

. ' 
D

istrict C
ourt here by per-

soda arrested in the 'dem
on-

stratio
n
s th

e. Jh
stiC

e D
e-

p
artm

en
t h

as P
ro

v
id

ed
 th

e 
first glim

pse into its O
w

n ex-
tensive, elaborate planning 
w

ith W
ilson for the M

ayday 
protests. 	

. 
T

h
e co

u
rt p

ap
eri 'reveal 

that officials at the highest 
levels of the N

ixon adm
inis-

tratio
n
 h

eld
' eig

h
t-  specific 

m
eetings ',to plan for M

ay-
day, w

ith W
ilson attending 

seven of them
. (T

he,' pipers
.  

do - not say W
hoa t`w

as in 
ch

arg
e o

f th
e 'm

eetin
g
s o

r 
w

h
o
 m

ad
e sp

ecific d
eci-

sions.) 
M

itchell attended three of 
th

e p
lan

n
in

g
 sessio

n
s, ac-

_ cording to the. Justice D
e-

partm
ent. T

he, then-second-
ranking offical ' in Justice, 
then D

eputy A
ttorney G

en-
eral R

ichard K
leindienst, at- 

ten
d
ed

 sev
en

, o
f th

e eig
h
t 

m
e
e
tin

g
&

 - 
=O

ther 'adm
inistration off i-

w
ho,  p

articip
ated

 in
-

, eluded John D
. E

hrlichm
an, 

the. P
resident's leadhig do-

m
estic adviser; T

haddeus It. 
;R

eal, 'under secretary of the 
A

rm
y; 'A

ssistant A
ttorney 

G
en

eral R
o
b
ert M

ard
ian

; 
and then-A

sS
istant A

ttorney 
G

eneral W
illani H

. R
ehnqu-

ist Sm
ien of the m

eetings took 
place' at the Justice D

epart=
 

' m
eat--six

 o
f th

em
, in

 th
e • 

three-claY
. Period front .M

ay. 
' 1-3, w

henithe Justke D
eP

art-
inent apparently took

, on the 
atm

osphere- o
f 

a
 com

m
and 

p
o
st : 

• W
 	

w
as the only D

ii- 
trict d

 C
o
lu

m
b
ia o

fficial 
listed 	

the court papers as 
atten

d
in

g
 m

o
st o

f th
e Ju

s-
tice sessions., M

ayor W
alter 

E
. -W

ashington is not listed 
as a p

articip
an

t at 
an

y
 o

f 
the ` m

eetings; his deputy, 

G
raham

 /W
att, is said

 to
 

have attended three. 
A

 few
- days after the M

ay- 
d
ay

 arrests, a h
ig

h
 Ju

stice 
D

ep
artm

eh
t o

fficial, w
h
o
 

refu
sed

 to
 b

e n
am

ed
 p

u
b
-

licly
, said

 th
at Ju

stice h
ad

 
decided to em

ploy m
ass ar-

rests to
 en

su
re th

e p
u
b
lic 

safety. T
he official said that 

standard field-arrest proce-
dures w

ere abandoned after 
it w

as found that the process- 
w

as taking too long. 	
• 

N
o .1ustice D

epartm
ent of-

ficial has ever acknow
ledged _ 

publicly that such, a decision
-

w
as m

ad
e b

y
 Ju

stice. In
 

sw
orn I:affidavits. .last S

ep-
' teraber, 1V

iitchelrand K
lein-

dienst denied, any involve- . 
m

en
t in

 d
ecisio

n
s to

 m
ak

e 
m

ass arrests. . 
"T

h
ere w

ere n
ev

er an
y
 

'discussions, •agreem
ents or 

 
understandings tetw

een m
y- . 

s
e
lf

, th
e
 a

tto
r
n
e
y
 

g
en

eral; . . o
r an

y
o
n
e else 

concerning the specific cir- 

cum
starices under w

hich ar-
rests w

ould be m
ade or pro-

cedures to be U
tilized in ar-

restin
g
 p

erso
n
a," K

lein
-

- dienst said in his affidavit. 
C

hief W
ilson had his ow

n 
form

ulation of his relation- 
ship w

ith federal officials. 
H

e to
ld

 a N
atio

n
al P

ress 
C

lub luncheon last S
eptem

-
b
er: "If y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 fin
d
 

fault w
ith m

y (M
ayday) in-

structions, you can blam
e the 

P
resid

en
t. If y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 
fin

d
 fau

lt w
ith

 th
e ex

ecu
-

tion, you can blam
e 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e n
ew

 co
u
rt

,  

p
ap

ers filed
 b

y
 th

e Ju
stice

.  

D
epartm

ent do not say w
ho 

m
ade M

ajor decisions, the 
papers do give one-sentence 
d
escrip

tio
n
s o

f th
e to

p
ics 

d
ism

issed
 at each

 o
f th

e 
eight sessions. 

M
ass arrest p

ro
ced

u
res 

are n
ev

er' m
entioned. T

he
. 

 

P
apers do say that in a m

eet-
in

g
 M

ay
 2

 (th
e d

ay
 b

efo
re 

S
ee M

A
Y

D
A

Y
, C

12, C
oL

 1 

arm
ing for M

ayday 
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justice Had a Role 
In Mayday Plans 

MAYDAY, From Cl 

the 7,000 arrests were 
made), " the desirability as a 
matter of policy of arresting 
demonstrators who violated 
the law was generally 
agreed upon." 

That meeting was at-
tended by, Kleindienst, 
Rehnquist, Beal, Chief Wil-
son and Watt, among others.. 

Likewise, the papers do 
not say who made the deci-
sion to revoke- an 'Interior 
Department permit for an 
encampment in West Poto-
mac Parkway on May 2. D.C. 
police in riot gear "me to 
the-park at 8 a.m.- that day 
and evacuated an estimated 
60,000 to 80,000 demonstra-
tors from the area, in an ac-
tion generally credited with 
reducing the size 'of the 
Mayday,demonstrations. 

Kleindienst had acknowl-
edged in Superior Court last 
year that he participated in 
making that decision. 

The new ' court papers 
show that on May 1, Klein-
dienst, Ehrlichman, Beal, 
Mardian, Rehnquist, Chief 
Wilson and other officials 
discussed "whether such 
demonstrators should be al-
lowed to remain in West Po. 
tomac Park." 

At a second meeting that 
afternoon, with 'White 
House counsel. John Dean 
replacing Ehrlichman and 
with Mitchell in attendance, 
the topic is said to have 
been "the dispersal of the 
demonstrators," the court • 

• papers assert 
They added that various 

Justice Department officials 
including former Assis- 
tant Attorney General . Will 

Wilson and Associate Dep-
uty Attorney", Gmerlpon-
ald E. Santarelli=seived as 
"liaison officials" with law 
enforcement personnel from 
the District of Columbia in 
the Mayday planning. 	/ 

The court papers are 
signed by Mitchell and 
Kleindienst and, are said to - 
be based on documentary 
material and Internal memo-
randums in Kleindienst's of 

 
The documents were filed 

as part of the defense in a 
law suit against Mitchell, 
Kleindienst and Wilson 
brought by 13 Washingtonk 
ens—primarily attorneys, 
journalists and students—
who were arrested during 
the Mayday demonstrations. 

The plaintiffs are asking 
the court for $80,000 in dam-
ages each and for a declara-
tion that their arrests-are --
null and void, because of an 
alleged "predetermined con-
spiracy (by the government) 
to disregard and deny, the 
legal and constitutional 
rights of citizens" during 
Mayday.  

The new papers will not 
end the legal battler over 
how much information re-, 
garding the Mayday deci-
sion -m a king processes 
should be made public. 

The`attorneys lorq the 
plaintiffs—Joseph L. Rauh' 
Jr. and Elliott G, Liehtraan 

—have formally asked that 
Mitchell and Kleindienst be 
trdered to specify in more 
detail what tran.sphed at the 
planning sessions." 	• 

In addition, the attorneys 
have arranged to take a dep. 
osition (a transcribed inter-
view) from Chief Wilson. 


