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Mac liathias and I became friends when he was a fird -term Congressman from this
district. We then farmed nearby but in a different, as I recall, district. I'd arranged
a succes:uful egg promotion for the Hortheastern Poultry Producers' Council. It gathered
all the double-yolk eggs it could, shipped them to Washington, and I'd arranged with a
farm-equipment distributor to send a trauctor and farm wagon to deliver them to th: steps
of the Cagitol. We also had the "poultry pricesses" from these states to hand-deliver them
to each Member. It was a very big success! In both House: they vere clammoring for more of
those big eggs. I arranged for TV coverage, national and local, and the picture opportuni-
ties were abundant. I also arranged for local TV stations to want Mac to appear. Howevey,
he had promised to address a high-school classand he gave up what could have been very help-
ful to his next campaign to keep his word to a small group of youns students. That impressed
me very nuch. (Fabled "Fishbait" MNiller, kouse clerk, anaffled 5 dozen, fifth from me!)

He was born and raised in the heart of downtown Frederick but after he married Ann
Brudford, daughter of a Mass. governor and M wonderful person, they mov'ed' to a modest
frame house on New Design Road, on the southern outsikirts of the city. When we vere
liquidating the fﬁf ~ gave his two sons, then about 5 and 3, two of our incubators and
fertile duck and ;erhaps goose eggs, taught them how to care for the eggs and operate the
incubators, and they hatched ducklings that I do recall, Hac them moved them to a farm
he owned in nearby West Virginia.

The older boy, as I recall Charles III, made himself and his parents proud by taking
adult guests down to the basement and candling the gugs to show their fertility and the
growth of the embryo. wuite impressive for a five-year old!

Mac invited us to the local affair at which he andounced that he would not accept
any politicel contribution of more than $100, I was also with him when he got word from Nixbn
that local Ft. Detrick, a center of CBW research and production, would be converted into
a center for health research, e%:eci%lly cancer. Mac had pushed that proposal.

He was recovering from su.rgery when he read the ms of my first book. He was then on
the House Judiciary Committee. Ho trisd to interest the then chafiman, ienny “eller, in
the . book and in investigating the assassin.ation. Celler flatly refused.

Mac then went to see Al f:riendly, then a managing editor of the Washington Post, and
left the ribbon copy with him. Friendly assigned it to the iiberal and well-reputed late
Larry Stern to rkad and report on. When i heard nothing after two months I went to the
Post and asked for it. I drove St :rn to his home on upper 14th St., and he got the box

* with the ms, in it. When I go 4@(1 sav that his bookmark was on ojly p. 47 of the trippe-

ajaced ms,
lac decided not to run for re-election to the Senskte, a virtual sure thing, he was
that popular throughout the state (as a liberal GOP he got many Democratoc votes, too)

when the Nixon administration and GOP hierarchy gypped him out of what was his automatic

Tight, Senate Judiciary Committee chairmanshipe He teaches at Yohns Hoplins. HW 8/17/91
?
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¥r, Charles McC. Mathias 8/17/91
6808 Leland St., .
Bethesda, Md.

Dear Mac,

When I read in this morning's Pist that you had initially "waffled" on the Katzen—
bach appointment my immediate reaction is that I should write you. Then as I thought about
this I wondered whether it might be taken as what I do not intend, as an accusation. There
is no comparison between the situation he faced in 1963 & today's. I've thought much for |
many years about what peoble in positions of trust then did and wlp;. as best I could fig-
ure that out, they did it. I decided that because the enclosed documents, his reaction to
perceived expediency, do reflect that I should send them to you in the event that at g
point I hope does not come you will have some knowledge of how heh:'z'!;ucted.

There also were occasions when he testified, not with regard to the enclosures, with
less than full forthrightness and truthfulness,

I believe he wrote the handwritten dmaft on Sunday, November 24, -1_963. about as soon
a3 he learned that Oswald had been killed and that there w*ﬁ.ld be no trial, when no typist
or secretary was available, .

The typing was quite early the next morning because his recoumendation of a Presi-
dential commission was leaked to the Vashington Post and knowledgé of' that leak reached
the FBI so quickly a Cartha De Loach memo reporting the foregoing to Hoover is dated as 1
recall 10:20 a.m, v

Katzenbach then was also actil!g attorney general,

If you are ever up this way with a few moments to spare and if it interests you I'd
like to show you the extent and nature of the archive I leave that will be at Hood. It is
of about 60 file cabinets Plus many boxes in addition #o a small percentage already there.
Most is of about a‘third of a million pages of once~withheld government records I got via
about a dozen FOIA suits. Several involved %edents. The investigatom’f iles exemption was
amended in 1974 over one f my earliest such suits,.

There is much significant information hot generally known included and, as I am sure
Professor Jerry McKnight, of Hood'; history department if you do not know him, will tell

you, much thesis material.,

Everything I got under FOIA4 is and has been freely available here and will forever be
when all is at {ood. .
Lil and I hope that you, Ann and the boys are well and happy.
In the recent past we were the Payne family, liow we are the Cane family. :But for a
couple pushing 80 and with all we've been through, we are OK, '
Best, wishes to you all,
PP,

Harold Weisberg



November 25, 1963

* MEMORANDUM TOR MR. MOYERS

It is important that all of the facts
surrounding Preeident Kennedy's Assassination be
made public in a way which will satisfy peopls in
the United States and adbroad that 4ll the facts
have been told and that a statsaent to this effect
be made now.

1. 7The pudlic must be satisfied that
Osvald was the assassing that he did not have
confederates who are sti{ll at large; and that
the evidence was such that he would have been
convicted at trial.

2. Speculation about Oswald’s motivatiocam
cught to be cut off, and we should have soze basis
for rebutting thought that this was a Coamunist
conapiracy or (as the Iran Curtain press is sayiny)
4 right-wing conspiracy to blase it on the Communists.
Unfortunately the facts on Oswald seem about toQ patew
too obvious (Marxist, Cuba, Russian wife, «tc.). The
Dallas police have put out statements cn the Communist
conspiracy theory, and it was they who were ia charge
when he was shot and thus silencad.

J. The matter has been handled thus far
with nelther dignity nor convicticn. Facts have been
sixed with rumour and speculation, Je ean scarcely
let the world see us totally in the izmage of the
Dallas police when our President is murdered.,

I think this objective may be satisfied
by making public as soon as possidle a complate and
thorouph FBI report on Oswald and tha assassination.
This may r™un into the difficulty of pointing to in-
consistencies between this veport and statesents by
Dallas police officials. But the reputation of the
Bureau is such that it may do the whola job.
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think, however, that a statement that iﬂ

41l the facts will be made public property im an K
orderly and responsible Way should be made now, e %
need somathing to head off pudlic speculatioa op i
Comgreasional 88 of the wreng sort. ¥

Micholas ded. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorney Geameral
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