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There were widespread
rumors three years ago that
independent-minded Sen.
Charles McC Mathias Jr.
(R-Md.) would be purged
this year by the Nixon-Ag-
new administration,

Now, after two years of
White House scandals,
Nixon and Agnew have had
to leave office and several
prominent Maryland Demo-
crats and Republicans have
declined to risk challenging
Mathias.

*“Things seem to have bro-
ken right for him said a key
ofifcial in the Senate.

“I don’t think there's any
way he’s going to be beaten
this year,” grudgingly re-
marked State Sen. William

A, Wilson (R-Allegany), a
conservative who disagrees
wth Mathias frequently.
However, Mathias clearly
is running scared this elec-
tion year, well aware of the

3§35 to 2 advantage in regis-

tered voters that Maryland
Democrats have over Repub-
licans, and concerned that
this may be a bad year for a
GOP incumbent, even for
one who more often than
inot was at odds with Nixon
a.nd Agnew.

Despite his dxsagreements
{with the Nixon administra:

tion that just ended; Mat-

hias during- the past six
Years has been an influen-
tial senator on many maJor
national issues.

One reason that the soft-
spoken Mathias has attained
above-average - importance
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for a first-termer in that ex-.
‘clusive, 100-member club
called the U.S. Senate is his
knack for being liked by his
fellow lawmakers—includ-
ing many who vregularly
vote the other way, accord-
ing to numerous interviews.

The question now is how
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well liked Maryland’s .52- °°

year-old senior senator will
be in his state’s Sept. 10 Re-

businessmen yesterday where

defeats his one GOP oppo-
nent, then in the November
general election against the
winner among 11 Democrats
now seeking the chance to
challenge him.

Mathias was elected to the
Senate in. 1968's three-way
race with less than-a major-
ity of the vole, receiving
541,893 votes (48 per cent),
while Daniel B. Brewster,
the Democratic incumbent,
got 443,667 (39 per cent) and
perennial candidate George
P. Mahoney, running as an
independent, collected 148,
467 (13 per cent). -.

Mathias’ mother confided
to one of his aides just after
his election, “This is the one
-thing that Mac has always
wanted. He has always
wanted to be in the Senate.” .
* Mathias most. likely will
win or lose this year on the
controversial record he has
compiled since then. There

are few people who are neu- .

-tral about the former Fred-
erick lawyer.

Speaking for many Ma-
thias admirers, the adminis-
trative assistant for a lead-

‘ing GOP  senator said

recently: “The hopes that
we have of reversing the ero-

sion of public confidence in
the Congress rest largely
with people like Mathias,
who. really 'works hard at
the job.”

But Rep. Gilbert Gude (R-
Md.), one of Mathias’ closest
friends and political allies,
conceded, “There are some
people on -the -right-wing
who really. dislike Mac with
a passion.” -

One of those is his pri-
mary election opponent, Dr.
Ross Z. Pierpont, a Balti-
more surgeon, who has re-

peatedly attacked Mathias
for being part of the “ultra.
liberal left.2

Discussing . his pohtlcal
philosophy this spring, Ma-
thias said, “I'm not all that

!

!

1974
i

i
!

1

liberal. In fact, in some re- .

spects, I'm conservative. A
while ago, I introduced -a
bill preserving the guaran-
tees of the Bill of Rights by
prohibiting warrantless wire-
taps. I suppose theyll say
it's another liberal effort,
but it’s as conservative as
you can get. It's conserving
the Constitution.”

During his first five years
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By Harry Naltchayan—The Washmzton.l’ost

Sen. Charles M. Mathias, as he appeared on a recenf television intervjew show,

as a senator, Mathias voted
in agreement with President
time, compared with an av-
erage of about 63 per cent
agreement among all Repub-
lican senators. He voted
with the majority of his
party 31 per cent of the
time, compared with an av.
erage of about 60 per cent
among all GOP senators,
The liberal Americans for
Democratic Action agreed
with Mathiag’ votes 30 per
cent of the time last year
and 60 to 78 per cent earlier
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in his term.
Constitutional Action, at the
other end of the philosophi-

cal spectrum, has agreed -

with Mathias only -16 per
cent of -the time during the
last five years.

The AFL-CIO feels Ma-

thias voted right on 32 of 45

key votes as senator, while
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce agreed with him on
only two of nine votes to
which it gave special con51d-
eration last year,

The League of " ‘ Women

Voters has agreed with' Ma-
thias on key votes 100 per
cent of the time during the
last three years. Mathias
was present for 87 per cent
of the votes those years,
about average attendance.
Mathias began his” Senate
term  praising - President
- Nixon more than criticizing
him, Of Nixon’s proposed
domestic program, Mathias
said in 1969, “We could have
a greater reform of our polit-
ical system than the Ameri-
can people have seen at
least since the first adminis-

tration of Franklin Delano

. Roosevelt.”

The direction of
Nixon-led Republican Party
soon began to trouble Ma-
thias. In 1969 he cautioned
the'GOP against following a
“Southern strategy” aimed

“all the ‘con-
servatives . and -Wallaceite
" radicals.”

# . 1In 1971 Mathias -charged;

Some ‘White House staff

> men have. pursued a politir
" cal strategy which hetrays.
. substantive - Nixon propos--

. als.” He added, “We cannot

- rally a respon51b1e political .-
. majority behind the New -
" \merican Revolution by ap-

Americans for .

the -

pealing only to the: fears :

and insecurities of a group.
that is all-white and prema-

- turely aged”
In December,
"cated colummsts Rowland’
Evans and. Robert - Novak’
' wrote that not sifice former
~Sen. Charles Goodell (R-
" N.Y) in 1970 “was defeated
. with White "House - conni-
vance has any Republican so
outraged Mr. Nixon and his
senior staff as Mathias. The
senator’s  liberalism and

' tendency to bolt party lines

1971, syndx- :

have bred animosity in the
inner sanctum.”

During the. same period,

- Mathias also as under

“ heavy pressure from’ ‘con-

. servative

. Maryland. He was greeted

- with scattered boos when i

-'troduced -at’ several ~ GOP

N ({uncnons around the state!

But, there. was no purge.

" If one had been planned

against Mathias, the slowly

-submerging leon adminis-
. tration was in no positien to..
. .carry it out after the Water-

gate dam burst. When Mat-

- hias held a 1973 fundiraiser

Repubhcans in -

v

,* that netted $80,000, Presi-

dent Nixon sent a- message
. of vpraise, sayihg, “I am

‘pleased to share Sen. Mat- -

hias' - same strong commit-
ment to the cause of" good

- government.”

This came after Mathlas
repeatedly had urged the
-White House to disclose the
Watergate facts, while most

" Republicans- were mmlmxz-
- ing the scandel.

“Bugging,

" ‘breaking and entering are

. aggravated

crimes when.

- used to pervert a national

electinn. I think it’s impor-
tant we -send a message

. from "Washington to every-

one interested in clean poli-

“tics around the country that -

these things are wrong,”

- Mathias said ‘in the fall of
1972

Mathias also voted to au-

thorize the Senate investi-

. If we turn our backs to the
: grievous attacks that have
- been made on the Constitu-
~tion and the laws of the
;. land under the vagueincan-.

s

.. won for us almost 200 years
" ago by men of courage, in-.
"+ tegrity and intelligence.”

: according - to -
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- gation of .Watergate.

= said in a Senate address,
7 “Watergate is- the turmng

"national security, we will -
7. have' lost our right to hold

. cloakroom wearing e

‘started the morning, with’
., just enough time .to slip on
- a coat and tie and make a.
. roll call vote. " !

“have great affection for him
{Mathias),” said an aide to
" ‘another senator. M:a_t_»hikas’ is ]

Last December, Mathias

point in our nation’s history..

tations of one. man’s view of -

the precious gift of freédom

Unlike - some lawmakers,
colleagues,
Mathias doesn’t act like. one
who thinks every word e
utters. will be carved. in °
stone. More than once he
has arrived in the.Senate

work eclothes in which he.

“Most of -the memberg

wiretapping, .

a close friend of Sen. Mike
Manstield (D-Mont.), the ma-
jority leader, and Sen. Hugzh
Scott. (R-Pa.), the minority
leader.

The “two leaders have
joined with Mathias at vary-
ing times in sponsoring leg-
islation. On Dec. 21, 1973,
Mansfield rose to praise

‘campaign finance reforms

proposed by Mathias, calling
the Marylander, “The con-
science of the Senate.” High
praise for a first-termer
from the other party.
Mathias _ also ‘has ' main-
tained cordial relations with
senators who' disagree with
him" much more often, such

-as“James O. Eastland '(D-

Miss.y and Roman L. Hruska
(R-Neb.). “It’s his personal-
ity. He .(Mathias) under-
stands the- mémbers of the
Senate,” said a key GOP as- -
sistant there..

Mathias serves on four
‘Senate committees, includ-
ing the powerful Appropria-
tions and Judiciary Commit-

tees. He also is on the Dis-

trict of Columbia unit and is
co-chairman - of a special
committee on the termina-

“tion of national. emergen:

cies, a singular honor for a
Republican. "’

Mathias has received most
attention in the- Senate for
his opposition-to - the Nixon
administration” “on. highly
controversial’ issues and for
his leadershxp in pushing
for campaign financing and E
congressional reforms. -/

. He was a.“dove” on:
nam befére being ele
‘ihe Senate, being; ohne of ‘a
“small group of House: Re-
publi¢ans who urged’ Presi-
dent Johnsan to -halt the
bombing of North Vietnam.
Ruring the 1968 campdign, "
Math1a.s questxoned the na-
‘tion’s. ~ Vietnam = - pelicy,
“When .we .have. te. blow up
and destroy the cities we’re
supposed to be there t6-pro-
Cteet

Later in the Senate, he
‘'was ‘among those who |
pleaded. unsuccessfully with -
President Nixon: to set a
deadline for withdrawal of |
American troops from Viet- |

nam. He also spoke out
against U.S. involvement in
Laos and introduced a reso-
lution seeking to end the
Cambodian invasion
Mathias joined with Mans-
field in’ sponsoring the bill
. that repealed the Gulf of
“Fonkify. " Resolution  that

3

President-Johnson had used

“as his authority for greatly
“expanding American = mili-

tary intErventlon in South-
east ‘Asia,

On other mxIltary matters,
Mathxas in 1969: voted with
the majority against Presi-
dent Nixon’s. Sentinel anti-

- ballistic missile (ABM) pro-

gram, saying in his maiden

- Senate speec¢h. that the pro-
- posed massive expenditures

weren't worth while and
would hurt prospects for
world peace,

Mathias in 1970 was a

. sponsor - of an -unsuccessful

amendment that would have

‘placed a $66 billion ceiling

on defense spending.
Mathias voted against the
‘White House’s wishes on a.

“number of. other impertant

occasions. He helped defeat
two of President Nixon Su-
preme Court nominees, Cle«

. ment F. Haynsworth and G.

Harold Carswell, despite in-
tense - administration -pres-
sure to go along with them; ™

Mathias refused to .spon-
sor. the Nixon administra-
“tion’s” proposed changes in
the Voting Rights Act,
‘which he felt would weaken
the measure, but instead

- ‘backed a five-year extension
- of the law. He also voted

against the adminjstration-
backed D.C. crime bill be-
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cause of its “no knoek” pro-
vision, which botli“houses of

Congress now have voted tol

repeal..
Mathias has been one of

the leading advocates of

campaign finance reform.
He has said, “No problem
confronting our nation - to-

.day is greater than that of

‘our steadily eroding -confi-
dence in. our political sys:
tem .. . This erosion of con-

fidence results from--undeni- -

able evidence that our cur-
bolitical  campaign
process—relying on  big
money = and - secrecy—cor-
rupts our- principles, our
leaders and ourselves.”

In 1971, .Congress enacted
the Federal Elections Cam-
paign Act that contained the
first campaign-finance .re-
forms in many years. The
measure included 13 amend-
ments offered by Mathias.

The Senate last year
passed a broader campaign-
finance bill backed by Mat-
hias that would limit spend-
ing by congressional candi-
dates and provide for partial
public funding of election
campaigns: The House re-
cently approved a narrower
bill without provision for
any public funding.

In his reelection carm-

paign; Mathias has imposed.

these voluntary limitations
on his.-own fund-raising: a
$100 maximum .on contribu-
tions, all ¢ontributions’ and
éxpendifures in checks and
hot cash, -reporting of -all
contribuitions ‘and expéndi-
tures, and an overall ceiling
on his spending such as the
Senate bill would require.

To make Congress more
responsive and responsible,
Mathias has urged an end to
the seniority system, called

for many more committee
meetings to be open to the

‘public: sought full public

disclosure by members of
Congress of their income

sources and pushed for a re-’

vised budgetary process un-
der which appropriations
would have to be made
within the limits of a previ-
ously set expenditure ceil-
ing. -

On-another front, a pend-
ing bill from the special
committee Mathias jointly

... heads would end all existing

national “emergencies.”
These “emergency” situa-
tions that have been de-

clared over recent decades

and then largely forgotten
have granted Presidents ex-
traordinary powers dele-
gated under nearly 600 laws.

Mathias has been eriti-
cized most heatedly for al-
legedly being “pro-busing.”
In January, 1973, when a
crowd of 2,000 angry Prince
George’s County . parents
held a rally in front of the
U.S. Capitol to demand that
Maryland members of con-
gress seek to stop a court-or-

dered busing plan for the:

county, Mathias was one of
those lampooned in song:

- “Pd like to get myself a.

bus/A bus for me and you.
We'll send a corps to Balti-
more/ - And pick ‘up
(Judge Kaufman's crew/
And then wé'll _pick up
(former school = ‘board
member) Mrs. Wolf/ And
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get Mathias too /We'd drive -

them round Right out of
town/ We'd save our child-
ren, too.” .

Mathias denies being pro
busing saying recently, “I
have never done anything
that promoted busing.” He
-did vote this year against a
proposed anti busing amend-
ment by Sen. Edward J.
Gurney (D-Fla) on - the
grounds that it would have
reopened all previously de-
cided school desegregation
cases. .

Mathias has ir;troduce;i .
amendments to require that-

no court-ordered busing be

started in' the middle of a -

"school year, that no student
be bused beyond the second
nearest school to his home

_and. that busing can only be

used as a last resort to bring
about school desegregation.

Mathias’ emergence as an
influential senator on many
national issues has not kept
him from paying attention
to local matters. He claims
partial credit for bringing
the level of federal aid to
Maryland up from $73 per
person in 1969 when he took
office (46th among the 50
states) to $196 per person by
1973 (32d).

An extensive lobbying ef-
fort by -Mathias and J.
Glenn Beall Jr., Maryland’s
other Republican U.S. sena.
tor, resulted -in President
Nixon’s 1971 decision shift-
ing Ft. Detrick, at Freder-
ick,-formerly the Army’s bi-
ological warfare research
center, to cancer research.

Mathias has shown special
interest in;i
=

e i

rotecting Mary-

land’s natyral resources, He
Wwas the chief sponsor of leg-
islation authorizing creation
of the 20,000-acre: Chesa-
peake and Chio Canal Na-
tional Historic Park. He has

sponsored ‘bills to better
preserve Assateague Island -
.and Antietam National Bat. |

tlefield and has called for a
federal-state commission to

coordinate protection of the’

Chesapeake Bay.

Because his state is just
next door to the Capital,
Mathias’ Senate staff of 40
to 45 people has one of the
heaviest volumes of constit.
uent contacts. For example,
it receives an average of 400
t0~500 letters a day. Five
staffers are assigned full-
time as caseworkers to help

solve problems of complain- .

ing citizens.

Mathias realizes that he |

doesn’t always vote . the way
many of his constituents

might like. He ended a cam-’

paign speech in Columbia
on June 27 by quoting Ed-
mund Burke’s famous words
to the electors of Bristol in
1774: “Your representative
owes you,- not his industry
only, but his judgment; and

. he betrays instead of serv-
ing you if he sacrifices it to |

your opinion.”

As the ‘crowd of Mathias
supporters applauded, Mat-
hias added, “I would point
out that Edmund Burke was
defeated at the next élection
— but it" was still the right
answer.” A louder round of
applause- seemed - to show.

that such declarations by
Mathias don’t condemn him. -

to follow Burke to defeat
tk}»is’vyear.' i :
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